
 
 

Q3 2023 
 
[JULY 1 & 2] 
Keri Kahn- CASA of the Pikes Peak Region 
In the 1980's, studies conducted by the Junior League of Colorado Springs indicated child abuse victims 
in El Paso and Teller Counties did not have representation and advocacy. CASA (court appointed special 
advocates) was selected as the best approach to address this growing need and the local chapter was 
formed in 1989.  The Junior League and El Pomar Foundation provided start-up funding for the first two 
years of operation. Since 1989, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region has been recruiting, training, and 
supervising volunteers who advocate for children in the 4th Judicial District (El Paso and Teller Counties). 
CASA’s goal is to ensure safety and permanency for children whose lives are in turmoil. 
https://www.casappr.org/ 
  
Marisol Gerth-Reclaiming Hope Concert 
2nd annual Reclaiming Hope Benefit concert. Hoping to raise more than 3X's the amount and hit their 
goal of 100 hope bags or $15,000. Reclaiming Hope is a Non-profit 501C3 charity. They are looking for 
local companies that would like to help sponsor tables with games, corn hole, ring toss games or fun 
projects, or items that can be sold like a bake sale, craft table etc. with proceeds all going to RH. 
Different food trucks to have a variety of food, looking to partner with local breweries for adult 
beverages, A Kona Icee truck, a Meltdown ice cream party, bubble tent, and lots of opportunities for 
local businesses to market while helping a great cause. https://reclaiming-hope.org/   
  
Morgan Mote- Forge Evolution 
For 29 years, Colorado Springs Teen Court (Teen Court) has been a proven option for youth who make 
misdemeanor mistakes. In Teen Court, young defendants are seen by a jury of their teen peers. Through 
classes that raise esteem and boost positive life choices, past participants are more likely to avoid 
chances to get in more trouble, in favor of building a brighter life.  https://forgeevolution.org/ 
  
Kevin Porter- Special Kids, Special Families 
Sharing about Zach's Place program and the upcoming Night of Comedy event to benefit low income 
families who cannot afford care at the center for their children with disabilities. Various programs offer 



community support services to families and are designed to meet the needs of individuals with 
disabilities throughout their life span.  http://sksfcolorado.org/ 
 
[July 8 & 9] 
Aneka Normandie- EL Paso County Fair Queen 2023 
The El Paso County Fair started as a potato festival in 1905 and has grown into so much more. They will 
be celebrating the 118th Fair, July 15th -22nd! Calhan, Colorado is a quiet, easy 30 minute drive East 
from Colo Spgs on Highway 24.  https://www.elpasocountyfair.com/p/fair-information/fair-schedule    
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formed in 1989.  The Junior League and El Pomar Foundation provided start-up funding for the first two 
years of operation. Since 1989, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region has been recruiting, training, and 
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CASA’s goal is to ensure safety and permanency for children whose lives are in turmoil. 
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Morgan Mote- Forge Evolution 
For 29 years, Colorado Springs Teen Court (Teen Court) has been a proven option for youth who make 
misdemeanor mistakes. In Teen Court, young defendants are seen by a jury of their teen peers. Through 
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[July 15 & 16] 
Frank Evans- Great Clips 
Southern Colorado’s place to get a great haircut and give back to the community! Frank will share about 
his giveback to the Children’s Hospital and some back to school specials!  https://www.greatclips.com/ 
  
Anthony Perez- Author, Professional Durability-Withstanding the Storm of Change 
Tactical 16 Publishing announced the signing of leadership expert Anthony Perez for Professional 
Durability: Withstanding the Storm of Change. In his well-known direct, but humorous style, Perez uses 
personal antidotes and applications to relay vital information to both new and seasoned leaders looking 
for a fresh approach.  https://tactical16.com/ 
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In the 1980's, studies conducted by the Junior League of Colorado Springs indicated child abuse victims 
in El Paso and Teller Counties did not have representation and advocacy. CASA (court appointed special 
advocates) was selected as the best approach to address this growing need and the local chapter was 
formed in 1989.  The Junior League and El Pomar Foundation provided start-up funding for the first two 
years of operation. Since 1989, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region has been recruiting, training, and 
supervising volunteers who advocate for children in the 4th Judicial District (El Paso and Teller Counties). 
CASA’s goal is to ensure safety and permanency for children. https://www.casappr.org/ 
 
[JULY 22 & 23] 
Rob Daugherty- James Irwin Charter Schools 
The mission of James Irwin Charter Schools is to help guide students in the development of their 
character and academic potential through academically rigorous, content-rich educational programs. 
https://www.jamesirwin.org/ 
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Frank Evans- Great Clips 
Southern Colorado’s place to get a great haircut and give back to the community! Frank will share about 
his giveback to the Children’s Hospital and some back to school specials!  https://www.greatclips.com/ 
  
Sam Nocita- Mountain Springs Church 
Mountain Springs Church believes life transformation happens best in community with others. That’s 
why they encourage everyone to be in a Community Group! There are four types of Community Groups 
at Mountain Springs: Men’s, Women’s, Mixed, and Care & Support. https://mountainsprings.org/ 
 
[JULY 29 & 30] 
Frank Blaha- Ben Lomond Gun Club 
Ben Lomond Gun Club is a non-profit supporting amateur athletes in shooting sports. Ben Lomond Gun 
Club sponsors a free youth shooting program. The program is open to all children whether club 
members or not ages 8 to 17. Frank is a retired firefighter/paramedic and for the last 15 years or so has 
been sponsoring a free firearm safety training program for the youth. www.blgc.org 
  
Dave Proffit- American Heroes in Action 
Americans who enjoy outdoor activities are experiencing the benefits of “outdoor therapy”. 
American Heroes In Action provides therapeutic outdoor adventures to American heroes 
including combat wounded veterans, injured firefighters, injured members of law 
enforcement and other first responders. The outdoor adventures include, but are not 
limited to; fishing trips, hunting trips, jeep trail rides, hiking, boating, and more. 
https://americanheroesinaction.org/ 



  
Rob Daugherty- James Irwin Charter Schools 
The mission of James Irwin Charter Schools is to help guide students in the development of their 
character and academic potential through academically rigorous, content-rich educational programs. 
https://www.jamesirwin.org/ 
  
Frank Evans- Great Clips 
Southern Colorado’s place to get a great haircut and give back to the community! Frank will share about 
his giveback to the Children’s Hospital and some back to school specials!  https://www.greatclips.com/ 
  
[AUGUST 5 & 6] 
Theresa Strader-National Mill Dog Rescue 
To rescue, rehabilitate and rehome discarded breeding dogs and to educate the general public about the 
cruel realities of the commercial dog breeding industry. They are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
located in Peyton, CO.  https://nmdr.org/ 
  
Frank Evans- Great Clips 
Southern Colorado’s place to get a great haircut and give back to the community! Frank will share about 
his giveback to the Children’s Hospital and some back to school specials!  https://www.greatclips.com/ 
  
Gunnie Pagnotta- Goal High School 
Goal High school was just selected in November by Microsoft as the “Biggest Impact School for the 
Americas”!. Goal High School is the largest high school in Colorado, it is also the premier model of 
blended-online learning. In this unprecedented era of educational uncertainty, school choice becomes 
of even higher importance. As literally every school in the nation pieces together some version of online 
learning blended with face-to-face instruction, GOAL has been pioneering and perfecting this model for 
over thirteen years.  https://www.goalac.org/ 
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[AUGUST 12 & 13] 
Lola Woloch – Southern Colorado Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
If you do business with women, employ women, and support women in business SCWCC is the #1 
Strategic partner to help your business THRIVE! They welcome all business professionals as members, 
providing you with the opportunity to attend award-winning networking events and take advantage of 
exclusive benefits to grow your business. Beyond their monthly and annual signature events, they 
advocate for business interests at the local, state, and national level. Whether your business is small or 
large, new or established, they would love to welcome you to attend an event!  https://scwcc.com/ 
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learning blended with face-to-face instruction, GOAL has been pioneering and perfecting this model for 
over thirteen years.  https://www.goalac.org/ 
  
 
[AUGUST 19 & 20] 
Lance- SOCO Startup Week 
SOCO Start Up Week is an exciting program of Exponential Impact, designed to stimulate innovation and 
foster entrepreneurial growth within the Southern Colorado community. As an initiative driven by 
Exponential Impact’s six peaks vision, SOCO Start Up Week looks to foster entrepreneurs through story 
and innovation, health and wellness, awareness, leadership and culture, operational excellence, and 
mentorship. Through the platform of SOCO Start Up Week, our overarching goal is to empower 
entrepreneurs, provide invaluable resources, and cultivate an ecosystem that fosters growth and 
success.  https://socostartupweek.com/ 
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[AUGUST 26 & 27] 
Pastor Jayme- Pikes Peaks Bikers Church/High Country Toy Run 



The High Country Toy Run is a long-standing benefit ride for the United States Marine Corps Toys for 
Tots program, making Christmas miracles for local kids in need. Takes place Sunday October 1st. All it 
takes is one new, unwrapped toy per person to join the run and make a child happy this holiday season. 
http://pikespeakbikerschurch.com/index.html 
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To rescue, rehabilitate and rehome discarded breeding dogs and to educate the general public about the 
cruel realities of the commercial dog breeding industry. They are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
located in Peyton, CO.  https://nmdr.org/ 
  
Lance- SOCO Startup Week 
SOCO Start Up Week is an exciting program of Exponential Impact, designed to stimulate innovation and 
foster entrepreneurial growth within the Southern Colorado community. As an initiative driven by 
Exponential Impact’s six peaks vision, SOCO Start Up Week looks to foster entrepreneurs through story 
and innovation, health and wellness, awareness, leadership and culture, operational excellence, and 
mentorship.  https://socostartupweek.com/ 
  
Lola Woloch – Southern Colorado Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
If you do business with women, employ women, and support women in business SCWCC is the #1 
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large, new or established, they would love to welcome you to attend an event!  https://scwcc.com/ 
  
[SEPTEMBER 2 & 3] 
Susan DiNapoli- Sue’s Gift 
15th Annual Be Ovary Aware 5k Run 3K Walk is 9/17/23. Raise awareness for ovarian cancer and raise 
funds to support Colorado women with 7 different types of gynecologic cancers: This event benefits the 
Sue Gift - Gynecologic Cancer Support. The Be Ovary Aware racecourse is a beautiful, flat course 
overlooking Fountain Creek. The out and back course, along the Pikes Peak Greenway Trail, begins and 
ends in America the Beautiful Park in Downtown Colorado Springs 
https://raceroster.com/events/2023/77618/15th-annual-be-ovary-aware-5k-run-3k-walk 
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SOCO Start Up Week is an exciting program of Exponential Impact, designed to stimulate innovation and 
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[SEPTEMBER 9 & 10] 
Kevin Porter- Special Kids, Special Families 
Sharing about Zach's Place program and the upcoming Night of Comedy event to benefit low income 
families who cannot afford care at the center for their children with disabilities. Various programs offer 
community support services to families and are designed to meet the needs of individuals with 
disabilities throughout their life span.  http://sksfcolorado.org/ 
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takes is one new, unwrapped toy per person to join the run and make a child happy this holiday season. 
http://pikespeakbikerschurch.com/index.html 
 
[SEPTEMBER 16 & 17] 
Kyle Park- Cowgirls Against Cancer 
Cowgirls Against Cancer, an annual event of the Norris Penrose Legacy Foundation, supports individuals 
of the Pikes Peak region battling breast cancer. All gifts made at Cowgirls Against Cancer meet the needs 
of our community through the breast cancer patient assistance program of UCHealth Southern 
Colorado. Thursday, October 19th, 2023 at the Norris Penrose Event Center, enjoy a unique shopping 
experience with specialty cocktails made by cowboy bartenders plus a lot more. 
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Sam Nocita- Mountain Springs Church 
Mountain Springs Church believes life transformation happens best in community with others. That’s 
why they encourage everyone to be in a Community Group! There are four types of Community Groups 
at Mountain Springs: Men’s, Women’s, Mixed, and Care & Support. https://mountainsprings.org/ 
  
Morgan Mote- Forge Evolution 
For 29 years, Colorado Springs Teen Court (Teen Court) has been a proven option for youth who make 
misdemeanor mistakes. In Teen Court, young defendants are seen by a jury of their teen peers. Through 
classes that raise esteem and boost positive life choices, past participants are more likely to avoid 
chances to get in more trouble, in favor of building a brighter life.  https://forgeevolution.org/ 
 
[SEPTEMBER 23 & 23] 
Jesse- Hellscream Entertainment/ The Fear Complex 
We will all learn about the new haunt in town that is part of Hellscream Entertainment named The Fear 
Complex. 4 haunted attractions in 1 open now through Halloween located near the old Tesla laboratory 
at 2220 East Bijou, Colorado Springs. The business partners for the haunted attractions give back to 
several non-profits all year including having the CSPD K9 units train in the off season inside the buildings.  
Go have some fun at The Fear Complex or Hellscream Haunted House! https://thefearcomplex.org/ 
  
Courtney Olson- Koats 4 Kids 
Imagine having to choose between putting food on the table or buying your child a coat. Since 2007, 
Koats 4 Kids has provided winter coats for all students in a selected elementary school within our 
community based on greatest need and has raised over $140,000 for our partnering organizations. This 
year, the event is being held on Friday, October 20, 2023, from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. at Flying W Ranch. They 
will be collecting coats for D-2 Turman Elementary and partnering with Pixiedusted. Pixiedusted is a 
non-profit enriching children and families through random acts of gifting to financial support programs 
and needs that might otherwise go un-funded.   courtneyjean4@hotmail.com 
  
Kyle Park- Cowgirls Against Cancer 
Cowgirls Against Cancer, an annual event of the Norris Penrose Legacy Foundation, supports individuals 
of the Pikes Peak region battling breast cancer. All gifts made at Cowgirls Against Cancer meet the needs 
of our community through the breast cancer patient assistance program of UCHealth Southern 
Colorado. Thursday, October 19th, 2023 at the Norris Penrose Event Center, enjoy a unique shopping 
experience with specialty cocktails made by cowboy bartenders plus a lot more. 
  
Warren Epstein- Pikes Peak State College   
Three campuses and additional learning centers throughout Colorado Springs and many online options, 
along with day and evening classes, make PPSC adaptable to any lifestyle. https://www.pikespeak.edu/ 
 
[SEPTEMBER 30 & OCTOBER 1] 
Justina Baker- 4th Annual Halloween Bouncing Boo Bash and Trunk or Treat for Charity 
Go out and join in the fun for the Biggest Most Epic Trunk Or Treat for Charity in the city! This event is 
located in the Skyzone parking lot and the gates are open to the public at 3pm and the event goes until 
7pm! They will also be collecting Canned food goods and non-perishables for Care and Share and they 
will also be collecting new and gently used coats for those in need for Springs Rescue Mission! There will 



be music from the Cat Country Morning Show plus so much more. https://facebook.com/events/s/the-
4th-annual-halloween-bounc/1012010193316584/ 
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