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Programs that provide issue-responsive segments:

LEX 18 News at Sunrise (M-F 4:30a-7a)

LEX 18 News at Noon (M-F 12p-12:30p)

Best of the Bluegrass (M-F 12:30p-1p)

LEX 18 News at 4 (M-F 4p-4:30p)

LEX 18 News at 5 (M-F 5p-5:30p)

LEX 18 News at 5:30 (M-F 5:30p-6:00p)

LEX 18 News at 6 (M-F 6p-6:30p)

LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 (M-F 7p-7:30p)

LEX 18 News at 11 (M-F 11p-11:35p)

LEX 18 News Weekend Sunrise (Sat 6a-7a & 8:30a-9a, Sun 7a-8a & 9a-10a)

LEX 18 News at 6 Weekend (Sat & Sun 6p-6:30p)

LEX 18 News at 11 Weekend (Sat & Sun 11p-11:30p)

The following summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most 
significant treatment of community issues during the past quarter. Programming frequently deals 
with more than one issue.

Issues of Local Community Importance featured in Newscasts and listed in this report:

1.  The Rebound

2.  Health & Wellness 

3.  Political News

4.  In-Depth

5.  Positively LEX 18



WLEX-TV 

Q2 Issues/Programming Report 

April - June 2021

1. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 4/8/2021

Airtime: 11:03 pm

Segment Duration: 2:10

Description: Kentucky's unemployment insurance system will be shut down for four days after 
reports of massive fraud. The governor says new security features are needed to prevent 
money being stolen from Kentuckians. LEX 18's Katherine Collins tells us what we know about 
what's been called a "sophisticated attack."

2. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 4/9/2021

Airtime: 7:01 pm

Segment Duration: 2:54

Description: The state shut down its unemployment system for four days because of fraud. 
That's not the news thousands of people want to hear while still waiting for their benefits. We've 
shared many of those struggles and searched for answers to pressing questions about the 
system. Evening Edition's Leigh Searcy gets the employers' perspective and the challenges 
they experience.  

3. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/13/2021

Airtime: 5:48 pm

Segment Duration: 2:19

Description: Michael Berk was part of a Farm and Restaurant roundtable as community 
members discussed the struggles and triumphs they faced during the start of the pandemic and 
where they are now.



4. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/15/2021

Airtime: 5:01 pm

Segment Duration: 4:20

Description: For the first time in months, Kentuckians were able to get face-to-face help with 
their unemployment benefits at 13 different regional centers. LEX 18 had live team coverage 
from centers in Lexington and Morehead, then had the Governor's response to state employees 
being found gaming the unemployment system for thousands of dollars in ill-gotten benefits.

5. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 at 11 pm

Air Date:  4/21/2021

Airtime: 11:01 pm

Segment Duration: 2:10

Description: Another day, another story about Kentucky's troubled unemployment system. State 
Auditor Mike Harmon has let the office of Attorney General Daniel Cameron know that at least 
ten employees of the office of unemployment insurance accessed their own unemployment 
claims last spring. As LEX 18's Mike Valente found out, that was one of many findings unveiled 
in the second volume of a statewide audit.

6. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/22/2021

Airtime: 5:50

Segment Duration: 1:45

Description: We reported on the Kentucky State Fair planning to allow people back for the 
traditional summer festival this year, Churchill Downs abandoning plans to build a trackside 
hotel that it hatched before the pandemic hit, and the Derby Festival's mini marathon beginning 
with alterations due to the pandemic.

7. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 5/3/2021

Airtime:  7:06 pm



Segment Duration: 3:24

Description: Throughout the pandemic, local restaurants have done their best to stay open, 
pushing through restrictions and health dangers. Now, many are expanding or even opening for 
the very first time. Evening Edition's Christiana Ford shows us how they're choosing to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel for the Rebound Kentucky.

8. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 5/5/2021

Airtime: 6:46 am

Segment Duration: 2:57

Description: Plenty of families have adopted pets during the pandemic. Most have been puppies 
or kittens. Some families though, are realizing a quarantine addition may not be working out. 
Chris conte shows us how guinea pigs from all over the country are suddenly becoming 
homeless in the Rebound.

9. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 5/11/2021

Airtime: 5:35 pm

Segment Duration: 3:08

Description: Since the pandemic began, concerts and live performances have been few, if at all. 
In May, we started to see the return of live entertainment. The Lexington Opera House hosted 
its first live ticketed event in over a year. The community choir "The Lexington Singers" took the 
stage. Angie Beavin got to talk to both groups about what this means for the performers and the 
venue in a Rebound Kentucky report.

10. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 5/14/2021

Airtime: 11:20 pm

Segment Duration: 2:40

Description: With vaccinations and life slowly returning to normal, people are starting to seek out 
more social connections. Especially with those they feel comfortable with. And as Maya 
Rodriguez told viewers in this edition of the Rebound; experts say that's crucial not just for a 
healthy society but for each one of us.



11. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 5/18/2021

Airtime: 5:30 pm

Segment Duration: 2:13

Description:  Businesses across the Bluegrass are eagerly counting down the days after a 
difficult 14 months trying to navigate COVID-19 while keeping their communities safe. LEX 18's 
Conroy Delouche traveled to Frankfort, where so much of our focus has been on the Capitol 
during the pandemic. But there's also a city economy that's trying to bounce back in a Rebound 
Kentucky report.

12. Issue: The Rebound

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  5/21/2021

Airtime: 7:00 pm

Segment Duration: 3:16

Description:   Some COVID restrictions will be eased in Kentucky just in time for Memorial Day. 
But that's not soon enough for some of the governor's critics. LEX 18's Nancy Cox interviewed 
Andy Beshear to discuss some of these big issues.

13. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date:  5/28/2021

Airtime: 6:47 am

Segment Duration: 2:55

Description:  LEX 18 has focused throughout the pandemic on a lot of personal stories that 
reflect the ongoing issues with the unemployment system as part of the Rebound Kentucky. 
Many people have contacted our newsroom at wits' end, frustrated at the fact they can't get 
claims approved. LEX18's Mike Valente spoke with one man who thought he was in the clear 
when he got his claim approved. Turns out his troubles were just beginning.

14. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  6/1/2021



Airtime: 5:31 pm

Segment Duration: 3:32

Description:  Christiana Ford spoke with CASA of Lexington about the importance of covid 
restrictions being lifted and allowing volunteers back into the courtroom. 

15. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  6/10/2021

Airtime: 6:12 pm

Segment Duration: 2:41

Description:  As restrictions expire across the commonwealth today, restaurant and event venue 
owners are preparing to open at full capacity. Kentucky's summer festival season is also 
gearing up for fun in the sun with no hesitation. LEX 18's Conroy Delouche takes us to the site 
of an arts fair coming this weekend that the organizers are hoping brings returns for their home 
area of Jackson County as part of our 'Summer Rebound' series.

16. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  6/17/2021

Airtime: 6:47 pm

Segment Duration: 2:25

Description:  The price of lumber has sky-rocketed 250% since the start of the pandemic. Some 
estimates show a house built today would have cost $36,000 less before the pandemic struck. 
But one Lexington homebuilder says he's beginning to see signs that the price of materials is on 
the way down. LEX18's Katherine Collins focuses on this for a Rebound Kentucky report.

17. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 5 am

Air Date:  6/21/2021

Airtime: 5:31 am

Segment Duration: 2:54

Description:  I As more people get vaccinated against COVID-19, life has slowly started to shift 
back to normal. For many companies, that includes allowing employees to come back into the 
office. Evelyn Schultz explored how some Kentucky companies are navigating the process in a 
Rebound Kentucky report.



18. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 news at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  6/30/2021

Airtime: 5:36 pm

Segment Duration: 3:55

Description:  Nearly every business took a big hit last year. But there were some industries that 
saw a boost during COVID. In a Rebound report, Forrest Sanders spoke with business owners 
in Tennessee and Corbin, Kentucky to see if that boost can carry over into a more stable 2021.

1.  Issue: Health and Wellness

 Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/5/2021

Airtime: 5:35 pm

Segment Duration: 1:35

Description:  Michael Berk spoke with a parent & teenager, after KY opened up it's vaccine 
eligibility to people over 16 years of age. Both were happy the vaccine is being offered to people 
in that age group, and the teen has received both doses of the vaccine.

  

2. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 4/9/2021 

Airtime: 7:08 pm

Segment Duration: 2:17

Description:  Doctors say the COVID-19 vaccine can help stop covid variants from spreading. 
According to scientists, the variants can transfer more easily and, in some cases, cause more 
extreme side effects. Dan Grossman explains why this puts children and young adults right in 
the middle of the virus' sight.

 

3.  Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm



Air Date: 4/9/2021

Airtime: 5:38 pm

Segment Duration: 2:05

Description:   The use of telehealth appointments during the pandemic has ushered in a new 
tool for medical providers - virtual care. States have eased restrictions and providers have 
boosted staff to handle the increase in online care. But it's not just routine appointments 
anymore. Sometimes they provide the first stages of emergency care. As Ash-Har Qaraishi 
reports for one man, it literally saved his life.

  

4. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/12/2021

Airtime: 5:35 p.m.

Segment Duration: 1:46

Description:  Angie Beavin breaks down how the governor is using a new drive-thru vaccination 
site in Louisville to get more Kentuckians access to the covid-19 vaccines.

 

5. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/13/2021

Airtime: 5:26 pm

Segment Duration: 1:56

Description:  We reported Kentucky's latest coronavirus figures, new research showing that the 
prominent UK mutation of COVID-19 may not cause more cases of serious disease like 
previously thought, how a new study shows that ER visit rates among minorities is higher during 
the pandemic and how surgery is proving risky for people who were recently diagnosed with the 
coronavirus.

6. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/19/2021

Airtime: 5:31 pm

Segment Duration:  1:59

Description:  Christiana Ford spoke with students and UK about the number of vaccinated 
students are now on campus (50%) and what this will mean for the fall semester.



 

7. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/21/2021

Airtime: 5:34 pm

Segment Duration: 5:16

Description: Christiana Ford investigated the 300 COVID-19 deaths in Fayette County. We also 
looked at local COVID-19 infections, the increase in child cases, and vaccine requirements for 
colleges.

8. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/27/2021

Airtime: 5:05 pm

Segment Duration: 2:14

Description:  Kentucky is working to get 2 point 5 million people vaccinated to get most COVID-
19 restrictions lifted. Some counties are seeing a lot more success than others when it comes to 
chipping away at that total. LEX 18's Leigh Searcy has been digging deeper into the numbers 
across the state to go more in depth on who's getting vaccinated.

 

9. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 5/4/2021

Airtime: 11:02 pm

Segment Duration: 2:00

Description:  After weeks of declining demand, the University of Kentucky's mass vaccination 
site at Kroger Field will soon close. But U-K has a plan to reach those who still haven't received 
the shot.  Katherine Collins explains

 

10. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 5/13/2021

Airtime: 5:00 pm

Segment Duration: 7:30



Description:  Larry Smith was live in the field anchoring our coverage of the big pandemic 
developments of the day. He detailed the CDC's new masking guidance for fully vaccinated 
people, then highlighted the state's first day of vaccinating kids 12-15 years old. He then 
introduced us to a full report on Transylvania University's plans for the fall, given that many of 
their students and staff have been vaccinated.

 

11. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: Best of the Bluegrass at 12:30 pm

Air Date: 5/24/2021

Airtime: 12:30 pm

Segment Duration: 1:46

Description:  Jennifer Palumbo spoke with a woman who was just diagnosed with ALS. Her son 
was with her during the interview discussing no cure for ALS and how it has affected his family. 
Talked about MLB announcing June 2nd as Lou Gehrig Day.

 

12. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 5/30/2021

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration: 2:52

Description: Sofia Millar spoke with Lexington Mayor Linda Gorton and leaders of LEX Do this! 
as they go door to door fighting vaccine hesitancy with information and resources.

13. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Weekend Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 6/5/2021

Airtime: 6:49 am

Segment Duration: 2:12

Description:  The CDC urging parents to get their teens vaccinated. An increase in 
hospitalizations in March and April led to the new push. Researchers note there have been no 
deaths but say the increase in hospitalizations might be related to new variants plus a larger 
number of teens now interacting.

14. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm 



Air Date: 6/8/2021

Airtime: 7:18 pm

Segment Duration: 2:56

Description:  Home gardening has been popular during the pandemic. New research from axiom 
marketing suggests that homeowners believe it gave them something to do while stuck at home.
But it also helped Americans cope with stress and boost their mental health. Dan Grossman 
shows us how one couple is using art to show how gardening can sow seeds of growth for us 
all.

15. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 6/14/2021

Airtime: 11:19 pm

Segment Duration: 3:15

Description:  The pandemic has been hard for so many people especially when it comes to 
mental health. Now, a new study involving several million people during the pandemic is 
showing where thoughts of suicide are highest in the country. Maya Rodriguez shows us the 
places that have surprised some researchers.

16. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 6/16/2021

Airtime: 5:01 pm

Segment Duration: 2:35

Description:  The University of Kentucky is putting out a call to parents with young children--
asking them to enroll their kids in a COVID-19 Moderna study. The goal is to test the safety and 
effectiveness of the vaccine in kids six months through 11 years old. LEX 18'S Kristen Edwards 
digs into what all is involved if your child is accepted.

17. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Sunrise at 6 am 

Air Date: 6/22/2021

Airtime: 6:08 am

Segment Duration:  2:10



Description:  Health experts have been warning for weeks that the coronavirus Delta variant 
could soon dominate in the US. The variant has already shown up in nearly every state in the 
country - including at least one case in Kentucky. Britt Conway has more from people who've 
seen A Delta surge up close.

18. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 6/28/2021

Airtime:  7:00 pm

Segment Duration: 4:05

Description:  More than 460,000 Kentuckians have tested positive for COVID-19 since March 
2020. Most of those patients fully recovered, but as we've learned through our reporting, some, 
even months later, are dealing with long-term aftereffects. LEX 18's Conroy Delouche is doing 
in-depth to look at the lasting impact of COVID-19. He spoke with a Lexington neurologist about 
what long haulers are experiencing and some possible treatments.

1. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 4/5/2021

Airtime: 6:11 pm

Segment Duration:  1:44

Description:   Kristen Edwards spoke to advocates about a new law that allows Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes in KY. Advocates say they can help mothers in crisis anonymously surrender her 
baby, which could in turn save the lives of babies in the state.

2. Issue: Political

Program:  Lex 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/8/2021

Airtime: 5:06 pm

Segment Duration:  2:00



Description:  Senator Mitch McConnell urged CEOs of big companies to stay out of politics. He 
said it was quote "stupid" for groups like Major League Baseball to get in the middle of the 
debate on Georgia's new controversial voting law. But he has changed his message. LEX 18's 
political reporter Karolina Buczek has the story on what the senator is saying now.

 3. Issue: Political

Program:   LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 4/9/2021

Airtime: 7:06 pm

Segment Duration:  2:30

Description:  More than a year after Breonna Taylor's death, Kentucky put a new law in place in 
her honor. It tackles no-knock warrants, the controversial police warrant that has become a topic 
of national conversation. Evening Edition's political reporter Karolina Buczek explains what this 
means for the commonwealth.

 4. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 4/13/2021

Airtime: 4:59 pm

Segment Duration:  4:35

Description:   Karolina Buczek showed us Governor Beshear's response to the federal 
government recommending KY stop giving the Johnson & Johnson Covid-19 vaccine due to 
side effect concerns. 

 5. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 4/14/2021

Airtime: 7:05 pm

Segment Duration:  2:35

Description:  Throughout the pandemic, one Lexington coffeeshop owner has repeatedly fought 
the governor's orders. That continued as he led a protest at the governor's mansion. The group 
is still upset the state's COVID-19 orders are in place, but what drove them to Frankfort this time 
is that new vaccination challenge. Evening Edition's Karolina Buczek was there.

 6. Issue: Political



Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/23/2021

Airtime: 5:30 pm

Segment Duration:  2:14

Description:  Since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, the country has seen a sharp 
increase in discrimination and violence against Asian-Americans. So congress is hoping to 
strengthen the response to these attacks with a new bill. It easily cleared the senate but as LEX 
18's political reporter Karolina Buczek explains only one of Kentucky's senators voted.

7. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/28/2021

Airtime: 5:34 pm

Segment Duration:  3:36

Description:  We look at President Joe Biden's first 100 days in office. What he has 
accomplished and what he has not done yet that was a campaign promise. We also showed 
how he compares to other former presidents in their first 100 days in office in regard to 
executive orders.

 

8. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 5/5/2021

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration:  2:48

Description:  LEX 18's Christiana Ford takes an in-depth look at how many families in Fayette 
County have asked for a school year "re-do." This opportunity was made possible through the 
passing of Senate Bill 128 this year, due to some students struggling because of learning online 
during the pandemic. The number of students requesting a "do-over" is surprisingly low.

 9. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm 

Air Date: 5/12/2021

Airtime: 5:30 pm



Segment Duration:  2:23

Description: President Joe Biden campaigned on the promise of working together with leaders 
from both political parties. But so far, he and Kentucky Senator Mitch McConnell haven't been 
able to see eye to eye. But experts say that doesn't mean they can't strike a deal. Biden and 
McConnell met face-to-face for the first time this year in the oval office. LEX 18's political 
reporter Karolina Buczek tells us what happened.

 

 10. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date: 5/14/2021

Airtime: 12:00 pm

Segment Duration:  1:45

Description:  For more than a year, we all longed to know when this pandemic would come to an 
end. Now, Kentucky's leaders are saying the finish line is within sight. Kentucky will start taking 
steps to remove COVID-19 safety restrictions. LEX 18's Karolina Buczek tells viewers when the 
mask mandate will be gone for everyone.

 

11. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise 6 am

Air Date: 5/17/2021

Airtime: 6:01 am

Segment Duration:  2:23

Description:  In less than a month, Kentucky's final COVID restrictions will be lifted. And while 
many are happy to hear that there's an end in sight, some think June 11th is too far out. LEX 
18's political reporter Karolina Buczek spoke with some Republican leaders who think 
Kentucky's reopening should've already happened.

 12. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 5/21/2021

Airtime: 7:03 pm

Segment Duration:  3:34

Description:  Governor Andy Beshear says those who disagree with him on the state's 
reopening date can look to the experts who are painting a strong picture for Kentucky's 
economic rebound. But who are these experts and what exactly are they saying? Evening 
Edition's Karolina Buczek



13. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 5/24/2021

Airtime: 5:31 pm

Segment Duration:  1:50

Description:  Karolina Buczek explained how a new search warrant committee formed by AG 
Daniel Cameron will be used going forward especially in regard to no-knock warrants, the same 
warrant that some say is why Breonna Taylor was caught in the crossfire.

14. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 5/28/2021

Airtime: 5:00 pm

Segment Duration:  2:39

Description:  What exactly happened before, after, and on January 6th? That's what some 
lawmakers wanted a bi-partisan, independent commission to investigate as people hope for an 
in-depth look into the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. But Senate Republicans blocked the 
creation of the commission. And as LEX 18's political reporter Karolina Buczek explains, Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, who was openly critical of the riot when it happened led the 
opposition.

15. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 6/2/2021

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration:  3:50

Description:  A Kentucky lawmaker has pre-filed a bill that would heavily limit conversations on 
systemic racism in Kentucky's public schools. And this isnt just happening here in Kentucky. 
LEX 18's political reporter Karolina Buczek takes an in-depth look at exactly what's in the bill 
and how some of Kentucky's social studies teachers are already pushing back.

16. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm



Air Date: 6/9/2021

Airtime: 7:05 pm

Segment Duration:  2:37

Description:  Kentucky's Supreme Court will once again hear arguments over emergency 
powers. They've ruled in favor of Governor Andy Beshear before, but state laws have changed 
since then. Political reporter Karolina Buczek explains how we got to this point.

17. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 4 pm

Air Date: 6/16/2021

Airtime: 4:00 pm

Segment Duration:  1:15

Description:  When COVID-19 hit and hundreds of thousands of Kentuckians lost their jobs, the 
only thing that kept a roof over their heads was the federal eviction moratorium. But in 14 days, 
that expires, meaning evictions can start back up. However, Kentucky has a way to keep people 
in their homes and pay the landlords for the months of rent that have been missed. LEX 18's 
political reporter Karolina Buczek has the story.

18. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Sunrise Weekend at 6 am

Air Date: 6/19/2021

Airtime: 6:32 am

Segment Duration:  2:59

Description:  While slavery finally ended in Texas on Juneteenth, two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation abolished it, here in the commonwealth, the history and end to 
slavery is far more complex. LEX18's Karolina Buczek takes an in-depth look back and explains 
what Kentucky's past means for the future.

19. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7pm

Air Date: 6/30/2021

Airtime: 7:05 pm

Segment Duration:  1:55



Description:  Charles Booker is set to announce his political future after months considering a 
run at the U.S. Senate.  He could challenge Senator Rand Paul who addressed some of his 
campaign points during a stop in Georgetown. LEX 18's political reporter Karolina Buczek was 
there and spoke with Paul. 

1. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 4/07/2021

Airtime: 6:01 pm

Segment Duration:  2:45

Description:  Claire Kopsky digs into how hundreds of thousands of erroneous acceptance 
letters were sent to students by the University of Kentucky. UK says it was a technical issue and 
regrets the incident.

 2. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

 Air Date:  4/12/2021 

Airtime: 6:00 pm

 Segment Duration: 2:25

 Description: A Lexington police officer suffered serious injuries after a driver, traveling the 
wrong way around New Circle Road hit her head-on. Crashes like this are becoming more 
common across the nation. LEX 18’s Michael Berk takes an in-depth look at what’s causing the 
problem and the steps you should take if you see a wrong-way driver coming your way. 

3. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 4/15/2021

Airtime: 7:00 pm

Issue 4: In-Depth



Segment Duration:  5:01

Description:  It often starts as an online gaming prank but can lead to deadly consequences. It 
did in Wichita, Kansas, where an innocent man was shot to death by police after a serial 
"swatter" falsely reported a homicide at the victim's home. Recently, a Georgetown couple lived 
to tell about their own "swatting" scare.  As LEX 18's Leigh Searcy found out, they now want the 
legal consequences to change.

4. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 4/19/2021

Airtime: 6:01 pm

Segment Duration:  2:15

Description:  Lexington is on pace to break last year's record number of homicides. When you 
take the time to look at each case, it paints a picture of some troubling statistics. Leigh Searcy 
breaks down the numbers of the lives lost to gun violence.

5. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  4/22/2021 

Airtime: 6:59 pm

Segment Duration: 3:10

Description: LEX 18 recently showed you video of a dramatic swatting incident in Scott County 
that easily could've turned deadly. The brave victims spoke about the terrifying ordeal in the 
hope swatting could become a serious crime with real consequences. It worked. They caught 
one lawmaker's attention. Evening Edition's Leigh Searcy explains what happens next.

6. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News at 11 pm 

Air Date: 4/26/2021 

Airtime: 11:06 pm

Segment Duration: 2:25

Description:  The Department of Justice is investigating the Louisville Metro Police Department 
as well as the County Metro Government. Attorney General Merrick Garland made the 
announcement less than a week after starting a similar investigation in Minneapolis. LEX 18'S 
Mike Valente takes a deeper look into what this investigation will entail.



7. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 4/29/2021

Airtime: 5:35 pm

Segment Duration: 3:05

Description: Millions more people are getting vaccinated everyday which has companies across 
the nation considering a return to the office.  But that's bad news if you like working from home 
or feel you need to stay home to stay safe. Ash-Har Quraishi takes an in-depth look at the do's 
and don’ts of making your pitch to do it permanently.        

 

8. Issue: In-Depth

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date:  5/6/2021 

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration: 4:55

Description:  During the first week of March, Kentucky experienced severe flooding. Homes and 
businesses in hard-hit Lee County were under water. Now, U.S. Congressman Hal Rogers is 
looking to prevent another flooding disaster there. The congressman brought in the Army Corp 
of Engineers to look at the damage and they're drafting a plan with local officials to bring it to 
life. LEX 18'S Christiana Ford goes in depth to look at the potential impact.  

 

9. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 Weekend Sunrise at 6 am 

Air Date: 5/8/2021 

Airtime: 6:02 am

Segment Duration: 2:45

Description:  With so many Kentuckians getting their COVID-19 vaccine, there are still a lot of 
questions about when we will need to do it again. Reporter Jared Aarons goes in-depth to see 
what scientists know.

 10. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm 

Air Date: 5/12/2021

Airtime: 5:33 pm



Segment Duration:  3:10

Description:  A major pillar of the president's infrastructure push is expanding America's 
broadband internet access. Many people here in Kentucky experienced it during the pandemic 
needing a reliable connection for school or work, but the technology has not reached them yet. 
Joe St. George takes an in-depth look at broadband and how the proposed infrastructure bill 
might finally bring them online.

11. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date: 5/18/2021

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration:  4:16

Description:  A close knit community in Montgomery County is calling for change. They have 
started a petition to get a traffic light installed at the intersection where a crash claimed the life 
of teenage girl last week. 16-year-old Emilee Collins collided with a bus on Spencer Road near 
Indian Mound Drive. More than three thousand people are now saying more needs to be done 
to make it safer. LEX 18's Christiana Ford did some digging to find out why. She talked to 
community members to find out what they want to see done.

12. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm 

Air Date: 5/24/2021

Airtime: 6:59 pm

Segment Duration:  4:20

Description:  People looking to buy a house in central Kentucky aren't too happy right now. The 
value of homes is up and so is the demand. LEX 18'S Christiana Ford took a closer look at 
what's happening with the real estate frenzy hitting Kentuckians. She's got the answer on what 
buyers can do to get a competitive edge and land a home.

13. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date: 5/26/2021

Airtime: 6:02 pm

Segment Duration:  7:55

Description:  Thousands of Kentuckians had their identities used to make fraudulent 
unemployment claims. Much of the unemployment fraud has been blamed on an antiquated 
computer system and critics have pointed to the rush to approve claims quickly and get the 



money in the hands of the people. Regardless of how it happened, it can be panic inducing if 
someone files in your name. It happened to LEX 18's Nancy Cox. She went to find out what 
exactly people should do if they become a victim. Unemployment fraud is also a huge deal for 
businesses. LEX 18's Kristen Edwards looks at the steps business owners should take if a fake 
employee files for benefits.

14. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm 

Air Date: 5/27/2021

Airtime: 5:00 pm

Segment Duration:  2:56

Description:  Lexington leaders say they're one step closer to ending homelessness in the city. 
Mayor Gorton says now they've received 76 housing vouchers, which will pay the cost of rent for 
families in need for ten years. LEX 18'S Christiana Ford is taking a deeper look at the issue of 
homelessness in Lexington. She explains why this program is needed and how it will help long 
term.

15. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 5/27/2021

Airtime: 6:59 pm

Segment Duration:  6:51

Description:  Nationwide, record numbers of police officers are leaving the profession. The 
Lexington Police Department is no different. The city's commissioner of public safety says it is 
the highest number to leave the force in ten years. Now, new information is shedding a light on 
the impacts to public safety and the city's budget. Leigh Searcy is going in-depth on this issue. 
She explains how the departures could affect your family. Lexington is not alone in struggling to 
fill positions in the police department. LEX 18's Sofia Millar explores the challenges departments 
across the bluegrass are facing.

16. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 6/2/2021

Airtime: 5:35 pm

Segment Duration:  5:13



Description: As President Biden works on pushing his American Families plan through congress 
Joe St. George looks at how this would impact Americans with pre-k aged children. We also 
take a closer look at the statistics on kids that would be impacted in that category in Kentucky.

17. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News Weekend at 11 pm

Air Date: 6/6/2021

Airtime: 11:01 pm

Segment Duration:  10:27

Description:  More developments were released on a deadly crash on Interstate 75. We had 
team coverage with Mike Valente and Sofia Millar as we worked to learn more about what 
happened. We went in depth on the criminal history of the wrong way driver, looked at the other 
deadly crashes in the last 24 hours (another of which was a wrong way crash), and what to do if 
you encounter a wrong way drive. We also looked at some crash stats for the state.

18. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 6/9/2021

Airtime: 6:06 pm

Segment Duration:  2:36

Description:  A rush to get drivers licenses renewed has caused long wait times in Lexington. It 
is causing long wait times. Kristen Edwards talked with some people about their frustrating 
experience and went to get answers on what you can do to avoid it.

19. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 6/16/2021

Airtime: 5:30 pm

Segment Duration:  5:14

Description: As the masks come off more respiratory illnesses are circulating around the 
community. Claire Kopsky spoke with a doctor about one of the more common winter 
sicknesses popping up now and what to do to prevent sickness. We also looked at some other 
factors that can cause respiratory damage and how to stay healthy.

20. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm



Air Date: 6/22/2021

Airtime: 5:34 pm

Segment Duration:  4:47

Description: For PTSD awareness month LEX 18 looked at the impact last summer's civil unrest 
had on our first responders. We also looked at some common myths about the disorder and 
what the true facts are.

21. Issue: In-Depth

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 6/28/2021

Airtime: 6:00 pm

Segment Duration:  5:13

Description: Christiana Ford spoke with Lexington Police about a recent rise in traffic collisions 
in the city. Officials are worried about what this could mean for the upcoming 4th of July holiday. 
We also take a closer look at the top 40 worst counties in the state for impairment crashes.

1. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 4/7/2021

Airtime: 6:12 PM

Segment Duration:  1:55

Description:  Claire Crouch shows us the new space for Farm to Fork, an initiative at the 
University of Kentucky that helps students fight food insecurity.

2. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  4/8/2021

Airtime: 6:11 pm

Segment Duration:  2:45

Issue 5: Positively LEX 18



Description:  We've seen dogs work alongside police, help with recoveries after natural 
disasters and of course, being excellent companions. We've also reported multiple times on 
dogs serving as therapy pets at schools and nursing homes. LEX 18's Claire Crouch introduces 
us to an Australian shepherd who is just that, but his story isn't like most.

3. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  4/09/2021

Airtime: 5:38

Segment Duration:  2:05

Description:  Something sweet is coming to downtown Wilmore. A new ice cream shop is getting 
set to open, but the mission behind it goes deeper than just serving up desserts and tasty treats. 
Claire Crouch has the scoop on "The Local Confectionary" for Positively LEX18.

4. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  4/16/2021

Airtime: 6:12 pm

Segment Duration: 6:12 pm

Description:  Some sheep are making themselves right at home at a Mercer County solar farm. 
Kentucky Utilities has partnered with Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill to put the animals to work 
at the E.W. Brown Generating Station. Claire Crouch shows us how you can check it out for 
yourself in a Positively LEX18 report. 

5. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  4/22/2021

Airtime: 6:12 pm

Segment Duration:  2:40

Description:  Radiation is a necessary part of treatment for many people diagnosed with cancer. 
The process has improved over the years but can still be a very lonely and grueling experience - 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. But as Claire Crouch shows us in this Positively 
LEX18 report, CHI St. Joseph Health in Lexington has added a personal touch to help make 
those appointments a little bit more comforting and inspiring.

6. Issue: Positively LEX 18



Program:  Lex 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  4/28/2021

Airtime: 6:12 pm

Segment Duration:  2:05

Description:  Jacqueline Nie talks to local activist/hip hop artist Devine Carama about a new 
collaboration with the Lexington Philharmonic. The event is to showcase the power of 
community, through music.

7.  Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  5/4/2021

Airtime: 6:10 pm

Segment Duration:  2:10

Description:  The 2020/2021 school year was a long, tough one for parents, teachers and kids 
alike. With schools shifting from in-person to virtual, the challenges were seemingly endless. In 
honor of Teacher Appreciation, LEX 18'S Kristen Edwards went to North Middletown 
Elementary and asked the principal which teacher has gone above and beyond and deserves a 
special shout-out. And she certainly delivered a good one for this Positively LEX18 report.

8. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  Best of the Bluegrass at 12:30 pm

Air Date:  5/4/2021

Airtime: 12:34 pm

Segment Duration:  1:40

Description: Fayette County Sheriff's deputies and Lexington police officers brought some 
sunshine to Lexington's East End with the help of God's Pantry Food Bank. That sunshine came 
in the form of 160 boxes of food delivered to resident's front doors. LEX 18's Claire Kopsky was 
there for the deliveries in this Positively LEX 18 story from the East End.

9. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 5/11/2021

Airtime: 6:47 am

Segment Duration:  3:05



Description:  Ever wonder who draws those little doodles you see on Google's homepage? Well, 
you might soon see one created by a teen from Lexington. Milo Golding is the finalist from 
Kentucky in the nationwide Doodle for Google competition. Claire Crouch got a chance to meet 
him this week and hear what inspired his work for this Positively LEX18 report.

10. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 5/19/2021

Airtime: 6:12 pm

Segment Duration:  2:25

Description:  School may be out for the summertime in Fayette County, but one elementary 
school is still finding ways to encourage reading. Inspired by the story path at the Arboretum, 
the library media specialist at Rosa Parks Elementary has set up one of her own right in the 
school's backyard. Claire Crouch has more on how everyone can take advantage of this 
outdoor treat in this Positively LEX18 report.

11. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  5/19/2021

Airtime: 7:00 pm

Segment Duration: 3:33

Description:  It's prom season - an experience so many didn't get in 2020 due to the pandemic. 
So, 2021 had to be magical. In Lawrenceburg, students are still buzzing over a prom night to 
remember. The city transformed the streets of downtown, creating a small-town soiree in 
Anderson County that went viral. Christiana Ford shares how it all came together in this 
Positively LEX18 report.  

12. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date: 5/26/2021

Airtime: 12:06 pm

Segment Duration:  2:15

Description:  In a time when monetary giving is down for most places, a Harrison County church 
has pulled together to gift one congregation member with a life-changing surprise. Claire Crouch 
paid a visit to Journey Church in Cynthiana to learn more in this Positively LEX18 report.



13. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm 

Air Date: 5/31/2021

Airtime:  7:05 pm

Segment Duration:  1:51

Description:  COVID-19 restrictions kept one family from being in the delivery room when their 
newest relative was room. But they managed to get about as close as they could to welcome 
the new little one into the world. Evening Edition's Kristen Edwards shows us how in this 
Positively LEX18 report.

14. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date: 6/3/2021

Airtime: 6:11 pm

Segment Duration:  2:34

Description:  Former UK football player Nick Melillo is helping those with a passion for flying 
reach the skies. He's the founder of 'Katie's Wings Aviation,' a new flight school out of the 
Georgetown-Scott County Regional Airport. And as our Sofia Millar found out, 'Katie's Wings 
Aviation' is a product of Melillo's very own love story and we're sharing it with you in a Positively 
LEX 18 report.

14. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 6/10/2021

Airtime: 6:48 am

Segment Duration:  2:53

Description:  An 83-year-old Lexington man is still going to work as a security guard. But it's 
what he's doing with the money he makes that's even more remarkable. Since 2009, Mr. 
Thomas Conner has donated more than $13,000 to the Aviation Museum of Kentucky for kids to 
attend camp. Claire Crouch caught up with him on a visit to the museum in this Positively 
LEX18 report.

15. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News at 11 pm Weekend

Air Date: 6/19/2021



Airtime: 11:13 pm

Segment Duration:  3:14

Description:  Evelyn Schultz spoke with the former Morehead Police Chief who is a color-blind 
painter that almost lost his eyesight. He now shares his artwork with everyone.

16. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Sunrise at 6 pm

Air Date: 6/24/2021

Airtime: 6:44 pm

Segment Duration:  2:30

Description:  After an especially rough year for long-term care facilities due to COVID-19, an 
assisted living facility in Mt. Sterling is being brightened by one of its own residents. 90-year-old 
Jane Johnson is an artist, and her work is bringing color to the walls of Sterling Meadows. Claire 
Crouch got a tour for a Positively LEX 18 report.

17. Issue: Positively LEX 18

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 6/28/2021

Airtime: 7:07 pm

Segment Duration:  1:40

Description:  A Lexington police officer is recovering well after she was hit by a wrong way driver 
on New Circle Road in April. But before she can go home, several community groups, including 
her own colleagues, are renovating her house so that it's ADA accessible. That's important 
because she's in a wheelchair for the time being. Evening Edition's Kristen Edwards shows us 
how the community has come together to make that happen in a Positively LEX18 report.


