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Programs that provide issue-responsive segments:

LEX 18 News at Sunrise (M-F 4:30a-7a)

LEX 18 News at Noon (M-F 12p-12:30p)

Best of the Bluegrass (M-F 12:30p-1p)

LEX 18 News at 4 (M-F 4p-4:30p)

LEX 18 News at 5 (M-F 5p-5:30p)

LEX 18 News at 5:30 (M-F 5:30p-6:00p)

LEX 18 News at 6 (M-F 6p-6:30p)

LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 (M-F 7p-7:30p)

LEX 18 News at 11 (M-F 11p-11:35p)

LEX 18 News Weekend Sunrise (Sat 6a-7a & 8:30a-9a, Sun 7a-8a & 9a-10a)

LEX 18 News at 6 Weekend (Sat & Sun 6p-6:30p)

LEX 18 News at 11 Weekend (Sat & Sun 11p-11:30p)

The following summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most significant 
treatment of community issues during the past quarter. Programming frequently deals with more than 
one issue.

Issues of Local Community Importance featured in Newscasts and listed in this report:

1.  The Rebound

2.  Health & Wellness 

3.  Political News

4.  Unemployment

5.  Education News



 

WLEX-TV 

Q1 Issues/Programming Report 

January - March 2021

1. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 1/7/2021

Segment Duration: 1:53

Description: In Governor Andy Beshear's State of the Commonwealth address, he included specifics 
about moving Kentucky past the pandemic. His plan included fixing Kentucky's ailing unemployment 
system and resolving claims, which LEX18 has been following closely as part of our Rebound Kentucky 
series. Katherine Collins took a closer look at what that means for thousands of Kentuckians still waiting 
for answers.  

2. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 am

Air Date: 1/8/2021

Segment Duration: 1:51

Description: Maya Rodriguez shares tips on how to re-enter the job market as it is saturated with an 
abundance of Americans who lost their jobs during the pandemic.

3. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 NEWS at 11 pm Weekend

Air Date: 1/16/2021

Segment Duration: 2:50

Description: Conroy Delouche shows us how the Hemp industry is rebounding after losing in-store sales 
to the coronavirus in 2020.

4. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise Weekend at 9 am

Air Date: 1/24/2021



Segment Duration: 3:25

Description: With schools across the country holding remote classes, experts worry some students are 
being left behind. Now one group of teachers is turning to an "old school" concept and it's working. 
Alexa Liacko takes us to night school in this edition of the Rebound.

5. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date:  1/27/2021

Segment Duration: 2:26

Description: The need to access information to overcome challenges is greater than ever because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. When we need help, first responders answer the call. Reporter Dan Grossman 
discovered the pandemic has only made firefighters and EMT's more enthusiastic about serving their 
communities.

6. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 1/27/2021

Segment Duration: 2:08

Description: As part of The Rebound Kentucky, we're taking a look at resources that can help 
Kentuckians navigate life during COVID.  Information is coming at us quickly, especially right now when 
there are new developments on the pandemic daily. Limited-English speakers are at a disadvantage 
when it comes to accessing key information. Evening Edition's Sofia Millar shows us the work Global Lex 
is doing to keep the city's international community informed.

7. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 1/29/2021

Segment Duration: 2:38

Description: Whether it's been retail stores, restaurants or anything in between, the pandemic has 
created challenges for businesses across the world. As part of the Rebound Kentucky, LEX 18 has worked 
to bring viewers tools on how to adjust to the changing climate and stories of those who have found 
success in the COVID-era. The owner of a local boutique in Lexington's Chevy Chase neighborhood is 
using the lessons she's learned over the past year to change the ways she does business. Claire Crouch 
shows how in this edition of The Rebound Kentucky.



8. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 2/04/2021

Segment Duration: 2:51

Description: "The Rebound" is LEX 18'S commitment to presenting information about the challenges 
being endured during the pandemic. That includes sharing perspectives from business owners who are 
trying to keep the doors open. Some restaurants across the country are defying COVID health 
department orders in order to stay afloat. Amanda Brandeis looks into the legal help some owners are 
getting in their battle to stay open

9. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 2/9/2021

Segment Duration: 3:00

Description: Masking up, staying six feet apart, zoom conference calls - these are just some of the ways 
our lives have changed over the past 11 months. LEX 18 has responded with The Rebound Kentucky, 
showing ways people can help get through the tough times by working together. In this edition of The 
Rebound Kentucky, Conroy Delouche shows us how the athletics department at the University of 
Kentucky is joining the fight.

10. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 2/12/2021

Segment Duration: 3:09

Description: After one year everyone is feeling the crushing weight of this pandemic, especially working 
moms.  Juggling a career, remote schooling and just the day-to-day can be overwhelming. Experts say in 
order for families to rebound, something has to give.  Ash-har Quraishi has the critical measures moms 
can take to cope in The Rebound.

11. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 2/19/2021

Segment Duration: 2:13

Description:  A massive entertainment center in downtown Lexington called Lex Live is just weeks away 
from opening. Initially, the facility was planning to open in October 2020, but the pandemic pushed that 



target date back. Now, they're closer than ever to letting the public in. But first, they need to hire more 
than 100 employees. LEX18'S Kristen Edwards shows us how they're moving ahead in a Rebound 
Kentucky report.

12. Issue: The Rebound

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  3/3/2021

Segment Duration: 3:21

Description:   Restaurants have had an extraordinarily challenging year. From closures to restrictions, 
businesses have handled major impacts from the pandemic. But for female restaurant owners, it's been 
an even more isolating experience. A chef in Chicago wanted to change that and now her mission is at 
work here in Kentucky. LEX 18's Claire Crouch spoke with two local chefs about how they are using their 
experience to elevate other female voices for The Rebound Kentucky.

13. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 5 am

Air Date:  3/5/2021

Segment Duration: 2:10

Description:  Throughout the pandemic, we've seen the challenges businesses and organizations have 
faced. But we've also seen success stories from ones that overcame those struggles. The Living Arts and 
Science Center in Lexington is a non-profit that's been around for more than five decades. While it's 
been a difficult year, staff members are excited to finally welcome back the public. Alex Valverde tells 
how they hope to get back to business in a Rebound Kentucky report.

14. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News at 4 pm

Air Date:  3/5/2021

Segment Duration: 1:29

Description:  After two and a half months of capacity restrictions for indoor businesses sitting firmly at 
fifty percent, Governor Andy Beshear announced Monday those limits would be now increase to sixty 
percent.  But for some restaurants with smaller buildings, 50 percent is all they can handle to maintain 
safety for all their guests. LEX18'S Jacqueline Nie shows us why even those establishments are happy to 
see the change in this edition of The Rebound Kentucky.

15. Issue: The Rebound



Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  3/9/2021

Segment Duration: 2:41

Description:  One year ago, ground zero for COVID-19 in Kentucky was Harrison County. The county 
experienced the first outbreak and even the first school shutdown. As part of The Rebound Kentucky, 
LEX 18 is spotlighting the ways people have found new ways of doing business and thriving during the 
pandemic. Evening Edition's Conroy Delouche returned to Cynthiana where he reports there are now 
emerging signs of normalcy and optimism for the months ahead.

16. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 news at 6 pm

Air Date:  3/12/2021

Segment Duration: 2:02

Description:  As part of The Rebound Kentucky LEX 18 has been helping provide resources on making 
ends meet. And with another round of stimulus money on the way, what might be the best use of that 
money? LEX 18'S Michael Berk spoke with a wealth management advisor about how to earmark those 
incoming stimulus dollars.

17. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  3/17/2021

Segment Duration: 2:17

Description:  If you've been home shopping in central Kentucky, you've probably noticed two things: 
higher prices, and fewer options.  The 'Rebound Kentucky' is committed to helping people make ends 
meet and manage the pressures we're all facing.  Evening Edition's Michael Berk looks into the reason 
for the current spike in home values and whether we could be at risk for another market correction 
down the road.

18. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 news at 6 pm

Air Date:  3/22/2021

Segment Duration: 1:32

Description:  Kristen Edwards shows how a bill, signed into law by Governor Beshear last week, could 
attract more breweries to the state, provide huge cost savings to existing microbreweries, and mean a 
wider variety of beers for consumers in Kentucky.



19. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 news at 6 pm

Air Date:  3/23/2021

Segment Duration: 2:00

Description:  Conroy Delouche highlights how the pandemic has affected businesses and attractions in 
the area. He also shows how they're rebounding and opening their doors again, as more people are 
vaccinated and the state positivity rate drops.

20. Issue: The Rebound

Program: LEX 18 NEWS at 11 pm Weekend

Air Date:  3/27/2021

Segment Duration: 2:30

Description:  Michael Berk went to Lee County to check on the flood recovery happening in the area. 
Some businesses are bouncing back months ahead of schedule including a landmark Mexican 
restaurant.



1. Issue: Health and Wellness

 Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

 Air Date: 1/7/2021

 Segment Duration: 2:15

 Description:  We reported on the new daily nationwide high in both Covid-19 cases and deaths, the 
hard numbers on how few people have experienced a serious allergic reaction to the current Covid-19 
vaccines, and a Louisville doctor's warning that viewers take reports of over-the-counter drugs 
protecting them from the coronavirus with a grain of salt. 

  

2. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise at 6 am

 Air Date: 1/8/2021 

 Segment Duration: 1:50

 Description:  LEX18's Alex Valverde spoke with a local, licensed psychologist to get insight on how to 
cope with anxiety stemming from major national events, including the deadly riot at the US Capitol 
building.

 

3.  Issue: Health and Wellness

 Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

 Air Date: 1/13/2021

 Segment Duration: 2:09

 Description:   As more people started getting the COVID-19 vaccine, some still had concerns about the 
effects. LEX 18’s Sofia Millar spoke with two Lexington health care workers about they were feeling after 
getting the booster vaccine shot.

  

4. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 11 pm Weekend

Air Date: 1/17/2021

Segment Duration: 1:46



Description:  Eleanor Buckley got an inside look at how UK plans to open Kroger Field for mass 
vaccinations. We spoke with Jay Blayton who is a spokesperson for the university.

 

5. Issue: Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 1/20/2021

Segment Duration: 2:00

Description:  We reported on the rising number of children being diagnosed with Covid-19 over the past 
month, the extremely low number of people vaccinated against Covid-19 so far and plans to make 
"vaccine passports" to give people quick and easy ways to verify they've been vaccinated before flights.

6. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program:  LEX 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 1/29/2021

Segment Duration:  1:45

Description:  There's been a lot of talk across the country about Covid-19 variants- strains that are 
believed to be more contagious. What's the status of variants in Kentucky? LEX 18's Katherine Collins 
breaks down what we know and the questions that remain.

 

7. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 2/2/2021

Segment Duration: 2:06

Description: After losing his mother to COVID-19 in 2020, local journalist Keith Taylor wound up in his 
own battle with the virus. He spoke with LEX 18’s Kristen Edwards about how he’s doing, they symptoms 
he encountered and how COVID-19 affected his family.

8. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 2/6/2021

Segment Duration: 2:04



Description:  Sofia Millar was at the relaunching of the Veteran's Club equine therapy program that 
helps those who have served in our nation’s armed forces cope with stress, mental health concerns, and 
build a sense of community

 

9. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 2/8/2021

Segment Duration: 3:00

Description:  We summarized a new study that found most Americans plan to continue many 
precautions after the pandemic ends, and another showing that kids may have fewer bad effects from 
Covid-19 when they've received a flu shot. We then heard a full report on the lingering effects of so-
called "brain fog" on some people who've recovered from Covid-19.

 

10. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 2/9/2021

Segment Duration: 2:48

Description:  LEX 18 ‘s Conroy Delouche broke down how the University of Kentucky has made an impact 
on the course of the COVID-19 pandemic here in the community after opening testing and vaccine sites.

 

11. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 2/26/2021

Segment Duration: 1:46

Description:  Johnson & Johnson is waiting for emergency use authorization from the FDA on its one-
dose shot.  As more vaccines became available to protect the public against COVID-19, viewers were 
seeking information on which shot is the best.  Sofia Millar spoke with local health experts who say it's 
better to get whatever vaccine you're offered, than choose which brand.

 

12. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 2/27/2021

Segment Duration: 2:13



Description: Sofia Millar went to the second site for the mobile vaccination clinic making its way through 
underserved communities to help them get the covid-19 vaccine. It's a partnership between UK and the 
City of Lexington. The clinic was at First Baptist Church Bracktown.

13. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 3/6/2021

Segment Duration: 1:57

Description:  Alex Valverde went to Frankfort where Governor Andy Beshear held a memorial for those 
Kentuckians lost to the pandemic over the last year. He also announced a permanent memorial piece.

14. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 5 pm 

Air Date: 3/11/2021

Segment Duration: 2:25

Description:  We reported on the federal government ordering another 100 million Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine doses, the CDC exploring a partnership with Dollar General to get vaccines into rural places, 
Russia's Sputnik V vaccine going into production in Europe, the dangers of buying stolen vaccine doses 
on the dark web, and a heartwarming story of a grandma who was "prescribed" to hug her 
granddaughter after getting her vaccines.

15. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm weekend

Air Date: 3/14/2021

Segment Duration: 3:29

Description:  Mike Valente spoke with a Lexington woman who claims a 5-star nursing home that is part 
of a chain was neglecting her while she was there. She spoke with the New York Times and told them 
she became disabled after her stay there. Now she is suing the company.

16. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 3/19/2021

Segment Duration: 1:45



Description:  Health officials have spent a lot of this pandemic working to overcome challenges in 
Kentucky's rural communities, including equitable access to COVID-19 testing and vaccinations. A 
roundtable discussion brough Eastern Kentucky to the "forefront" of the conversation. Evening Edition's 
Sofia Millar was there as experts met to talk through what they've accomplished, and what still needs to 
be done.

17. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date: 3/22/2021

Segment Duration: 1:40

Description:  Vaccine administration in Kentucky has been so efficient up to this point that many county 
health departments are reporting a lot of open appointments. But many are questioning if it's efficiency, 
or a sign of a bigger problem?  LEX 18's Michael Berk takes a look at the issue.

18. Issue:  Health and Wellness

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 3/29/2021

Segment Duration: 2:01

Description:  As universities look ahead to the fall semester, the decision to require the vaccine is 
becoming a major question.  Evening Edition's Kopsky asked young people whether or not they'd get the 
shot.



1. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 1/7/2021

Segment Duration:  5:15

Description:  Leigh Searcy gives viewers firsthand accounts of Kentuckians who were on Capitol Hill 
when a rally turned into a riot and Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol. Claire Kopsky sat in on 
local talk radio to get the local reactions to the unprecedented day in Washington. Karolina Buczek 
reported from the state capitol, where security was heightened in light of the siege on the U.S. capitol. 
State lawmakers say they're rethinking the Kentucky Capitol's security plan in light of the attack.

 

2. Issue: Political

Program:  Lex 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date: 1/11/2021

Segment Duration:  2:00

Description:  Governor Beshear says the state is prepared for any security threats at the Kentucky 
Capitol as the FBI has reportedly warned of plans for armed protests at state capitols through the next 
week or so. That's after a rally in Frankfort over the weekend Governor Beshear says was supportive of 
the attackers at the United States Capitol. LEX 18's Katherine Collins has the details.

 3. Issue: Political

Program:   LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 1/12/2021

Segment Duration:  7:20

Description:  Karolina Buczek reports on the growing sentiment of banning guns inside the Kentucky 
state capitol, where open and concealed carry of weapons is legal. NBC News then detailed the FBI's 
warning about protests and possible violence in DC & all 50 state capitols leading up to inauguration 
day. We then report on Senator Mitch McConnell reportedly being pleased with plans to impeach 
President Trump, and give the latest on the required process happening in Frankfort after a petition to 
impeach Governor Beshear was submitted. Katherine Collins then joined us live from Frankfort with the 
governor's passionate spotlighting of some of the people who filed the petition, who he claims are part 
of a campaign to intimidate both he and other state officials. That's not to mention two more entire 
blocks of the show filled with updates on the U.S. Capitol siege.



 4. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 1/19/2021

Segment Duration:  2:03

Description:  Conroy Delouche explores how President Trump helped shape the current political climate 
in Kentucky through his 4-year term. And what it means now that more people are switching to the 
republican party in the state.

 

 5. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 1/24/2021

Segment Duration:  3:08

Description:  Sofia Millar spoke with one man about President Biden's new plan to create a path to 
citizenship for many illegal immigrants. He says he's hopeful that it will pass but says this is the 6th time 
something has been promised by those in charge and little ground is ever covered.

 6. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 1/28/2021

Segment Duration:  4:10

Description:  We reported on two state Senator's efforts to legalize historic horse race gaming, after a 
state Supreme Court decision that it's illegal. Karolina Buczek gave a full report on the ACLU's hopes for 
the new legislative session, including a new ban on hair discrimination. We then detailed the KY League 
of Women Voters' support for a new bill that would put automatic restoration of felons' voting rights up 
for a vote as a state constitutional amendment.

7. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 2/3/2021

Segment Duration:  2:06

Description:  We began the newscast with a live report on the state's impeachment committee meeting, 
which was considering a petition to impeach the governor over his use of emergency orders during the 
pandemic. We followed up with a report on the governor's legal team trying to convince a judge to stop 
a new law that would limit the governor's emergency powers. We then recapped the governor's latest 



coronavirus update, including the CDC's latest guidelines for safely returning students to in-person 
learning.

 

8. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 2/8/2021

Segment Duration:  1:56

Description:  Michael Berk broke down a new gun law being proposed in Frankfort that is aimed at 
restricting gun purchases. He spoke with a Kentucky woman who survived a mass shooting and is 
leading the efforts to get the law passed.

.

 9. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm Weekend

Air Date: 2/13/2021

Segment Duration:  1:50

Description: LEX 18's Sofia Millar was at Red Mile after they turned the Historic Racing Machines back 
on. The terminals had been shut down since late January while lawmakers debated the legality of them 
and what constitutes pari-mutuel wagering.

 

 10. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 2/22/2021

Segment Duration:  2:04

Description:  After dismissing three, there are two impeachment petitions still up in the air in Kentucky.  
LEX 18 political reporter Karolina Buczek was there as the impeachment committee met to review those 
petitions against Governor Andy Beshear and Attorney General Daniel Cameron. As she reports, their 
meeting did not end with a resolution or much information at all for the public.

 

11. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise 6 am

Air Date: 2/24/2021

Segment Duration:  2:35



Description:  Good intentions. Bad results. That's how Kentucky's auditor describes the actions that led 
to big problems with Kentucky's unemployment insurance program. He recently briefed lawmakers on 
the issues found in his audit. Problems, he says, that were caused by the state's hurry to get 
unemployment to people during the chaos of the pandemic. LEX 18 political reporter Karolina Buczek 
digs deeper into what the audit found.

 12. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 4 pm

Air Date: 2/26/2021

Segment Duration:  1:44

Description:  Security concerns became a big topic of discussion after the US Capitol was stormed this 
year. Kentucky's own Capitol took precautions to make sure everyone was safe. But lawmakers want 
police to actually communicate with them if a threat happens. As LEX 18'S political reporter Karolina 
Buczek reported, that's something they say isn't happening right now.  

13. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 3/4/2021

Segment Duration:  2:03

Description:  The US Senate is currently deciding whether to pass the latest COVID relief bill which would 
send checks to many Americans. LEX 18 political reporter Karolina Buczek spoke to Senator Rand Paul 
about a lot of topics, including his take on both the checks and the current security measures in our 
nation's Capital.

14. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date: 3/8/2021

Segment Duration:  2:29

Description:  Karolina Buczek spoke with Kentucky's house speaker on why he says an injunction is only 
freezing the governor's covid restrictions in Franklin County and not the entire state as courts decide if 
the governor's powers are restricted.

15. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm



Air Date: 3/15/2021

Segment Duration:  2:15

Description:  The pandemic changed a lot in Kentucky, including how we vote. And some of those 
election changes will likely become permanent. But some say the measures go too far, while others say 
they don't go far enough. LEX 18's political reporter Karolina Buczek looks at the issue.

16. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 3/23/2021

Segment Duration:  1:25

Description:  Katherine Collins takes a look at some new bills the Governor signed into law, as well as 
some he vetoed. Among those, House Bill 475, which the governor says intentionally weakens work and 
health safety requirements and creates some situations where Kentucky's laws would need to be more 
stringent.

17. Issue: Political

Program:  LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date: 3/29/2021

Segment Duration:  1:15

Description:  Lawmakers returned to Frankfort for their final two days of the legislative session. There’s 
only a little time left on the clock, but their agenda is packed. LEX 18 ‘s political reporter Karolina Buczek 
looks at lawmakers’ top priorities. 



1. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 1/05/2021

Segment Duration:  1:38

Description:  LEX 18 has been helping out-of-work Kentuckians plead their case to the state 
unemployment office and we've been seeking answers in Frankfort too. LEX 18'S Michael Berk spoke 
with two state representatives who've been focusing on the many thousands of unresolved claims

 2. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm 

 Air Date:  1/05/2021 

 Segment Duration: 2:09

 Description: LEX 18 remains committed to trying to get answers on the state's lagging unemployment 
insurance system. Despite the state paying out nearly five and a half billion dollars in claims, many 
people have seen interruptions in payments. Some 90,000 claims are still pending due to issues. Evening 
Edition's Leigh Searcy talked to two people who say they're running out of hope.

3. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News Weekend Sunrise at 8:30 am

Air Date: 1/16/2021

Segment Duration:  2:26

Description:  Governor Andy Beshear signed an executive order earlier this week that will give one-time 
one-thousand-dollar payments to people who have not received any unemployment benefits and have 
been out of work since October. We've asked the Labor Cabinet when people will be receiving it but 
have not heard back. LEX 18's Mike Valente spoke with a woman who says that one-time payment 
would be a lifesaver.

4. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise 6 am



Air Date: 1/22/2021

Segment Duration:  2:40

Description:  LEX 18 is committed to helping people get answers on their unemployment insurance 
benefits. For weeks, we've heard from Kentuckians struggling to make ends meet without that help. 
Leigh Searcy revisited with a Lexington woman who says she's still waiting for her money and she wants 
more than a "we're working on it" explanation. Leigh took her concerns to officials at the Capitol.

5. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

 Air Date:  1/25/2021 

 Segment Duration: 2:23

 Description: The frustration keeps mounting for the tens of thousands of people, still waiting for their 
unemployment benefits.  It's clear the state's unemployment system can't handle all the claims. And in 
an LEX 18 Investigates report, Leigh Searcy found some scammers are simply making the mess worse.

6. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

 Air Date: 2/01/2021 

 Segment Duration: 2:12 

Description:  LEX 18 continues to receive hundreds, if not thousands, of emails from unemployed 
Kentuckians who are desperate for any response from Frankfort. LEX 18'S Conroy Delouche spoke with 
one father whose family is being forced to move out of their home unsure where they will land next.  

7. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm

 Air Date: 2/9/2021

 Segment Duration: 1:45

 Description: Results of an eye-opening audit of the state's unemployment system may explain why 
thousands of Kentuckians haven't received your money.  As LEX 18's Leigh Searcy found, around 400,000 
emails sent to the Office of Unemployment Insurance through a state link were not even read.

 

8. Issue: Unemployment

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm 



 Air Date:  2/24/2021 

 Segment Duration: 2:10 

 Description:  Many people feel like they're fighting an endless battle trying to get unemployment 
benefits. It's a challenge and LEX 18 is still working to get results. But there is hope. Evening Edition's 
Leigh Searcy talked to one woman who's no longer waiting for her checks. 

 

9. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 Sunrise at 6 am 

 Air Date: 2/26/2021 

 Segment Duration: 2:15

Description:  Kentucky's unemployment issues are being felt on all sides - from those not getting their 
benefits to the state workers handling thousands of emails while trying to navigate an archaic system. 
But it’s also presenting some new issues. LEX 18'S Leigh Searcy talked to one woman who had no 
problems until out of the blue she was asked about an airplane

 10. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date: 3/3/2021

Segment Duration:  2:45

Description:  Larry Smith has been following the unemployment crisis in Kentucky. On his first 
assignment at LEX 18, he spoke with Governor Andy Beshear about the thousands of Kentuckians still 
waiting for benefits. Larry caught back up with the governor to talk with him about the progress being 
made to get people some much needed help. 

11. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News at 6 pm 

Air Date: 3/9/2021

Segment Duration:  2:45

Description:  LEX 18 continues to look into the problems so many Kentuckians are experiencing when it 
comes to unemployment insurance. But what if you were employed in Kentucky but live across the river 
in Ohio? That’s the case for one man who says he can’t get thousands in he’s owed in back wages. As 
LEX 18’s Angie Beavin found out, he’s taking measures into his own hands and taking his case to court.

12. Issue: Unemployment



Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm 

Air Date: 3/15/2021

Segment Duration:  2:40

Description:  The American Rescue Plan will help millions of Americans and businesses in the coming 
weeks. But economists say it won’t help unemployment return to normal for many years to come. Dan 
Grossman spoke with one expert who explains why it might take a long time. 

13. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News at 11 pm 

Air Date: 3/22/2021

Segment Duration:  2:42

Description:  The American Rescue Plan will help millions of Americans and businesses in the coming 
weeks. But economists say it won’t help unemployment return to normal for many years to come. Dan 
Grossman spoke with one expert who explains why it might take a long time.

14. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm 

Air Date: 3/24/2021

Segment Duration:  2:23

Description:  Kentuckians are still waiting for help from the unemployment office. One man is going as 
far as taking the Labor Department to court to try and get his back pay. Courtney Francisco tells us about 
the struggles he has faced since day one.

15. Issue: Unemployment

Program: LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 3/31/2021

Segment Duration:  2:51

Description:  Millions of people who lost their jobs and had to claim unemployment now have owe the 
taxes on that unemployment. Alicia Nieves looks at the available options for those people and the 
resources out there to help them navigate filing with the IRS and paying a potential tax bill.



1. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 Sunrise Weekend at 6 am

Air Date: 1/9/2021

Segment Duration:  3:07

Description:  Ash-Har Quraishi reports on the difficulties that parents and students are facing as they try 
to schedule and take college admission exams during a global pandemic.

2. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  1/12/2021

Segment Duration:  2:18

Description:  Conroy Delouche went to Estill County where in-person learning got off to an early start. 
He spoke with many parents who were happy to send their kids back to school, but also several who still 
had concerns about COVID-19.

3. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date:  1/22/2021

Segment Duration:  1:39

Description:  Kentucky teachers, administrators, and other school staff have started getting their covid 
vaccines as part of phase 1-B of the state's vaccination plan. As Alex Valverde explained, some school 
officials say it's an exciting time and a step forward to getting back into the classroom full-time.

4. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  1/27/2021

Segment Duration:  1:38



Description:  Jacqueline Nie spoke with an international student attending the University of Kentucky as 
the school starts bringing in some students for in-person learning. The student from Brazil spoke about 
the differences between her first semester online and then switching to in-person for the second 
semester.

5. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date:  1/29/2021

Segment Duration:  2:16

Description:  As part of a weeklong endeavor, LEX 18 shared information and stories about National 
News Literacy Week. Angie Beavin spoke with high school journalists in Lexington about their efforts to 
uncover the truth in their reporting and how the pandemic complicated those efforts.  

6. Issue: Education

Program:  Lex 18 News at 11 pm

Air Date:  2/5/2021

Segment Duration:  2:10

Description:  Some Fayette County students may return to in-person learning in less than two weeks. 
Schools have prepared strict precautions to make sure kids and teachers will be safe. LEX18's Katherine 
Collins gives us a look at those measures inside Breckenridge Elementary School.

7.  Issue: Education

Program: LEX 18 News at 5:30 pm

Air Date:  2/9/2021

Segment Duration:  1:40

Description:  Governor Andy Beshear made a trip to eastern Kentucky to learn how an ag-tech company 
is investing in the region's high school students. LEX18's Kristen Edwards talked with the company's 
owner about how the program is working to encourage young people to drive the agriculture industry 
forward.

8. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise at 9 am

Air Date:  2/14/2021

Segment Duration:  2:57



Description: With millions of kids across the country - including here in Kentucky - still learning remotely, 
the CDC has now announced new guidelines for reopening schools. But the specifics have left many 
parents and experts with more questions than answers. Blayne Alexander explains.

9. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 4 pm

Air Date: 2/18/2021

Segment Duration:  1:24

Description:  Across the country, students are wrapping up their college applications and starting to hear 
back if they applied early. But the pandemic is changing the admissions landscape, making some schools 
harder to get into. Liz McLaughlin explains the new hurdles some students are facing.

10. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at Sunrise at 6 am

Air Date: 2/22/2021

Segment Duration:  2:15

Description:  As Fayette County and other school districts return to in-person learning, kids have to 
adjust to being back in the classroom. That also means extended mask-wearing. This could be a 
challenging transition for kids who aren't used to wearing masks for a long period of time. Alex Valverde 
spoke with an expert in early childhood education and officials at a local school about the best tips to 
keep your kid's mask on.

11. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date:  2/24/2021

Segment Duration: 2:10

Description:  Kindergartners, first graders and second graders returned to in-person learning in Fayette 
County schools. Now, there's a plan in place now for other grades. But there is a small percentage of 
kids in special programs who don't yet have a start date. LEX18'S Eleanor Buckley explains why.

12. Issue: Education

Program:  Best of the Bluegrass at 12:30 pm

Air Date: 3/2/2021

Segment Duration:  2:10



Description:  A fifth-grade class in Jessamine County is getting a lesson in kindness. The students at 
warner elementary school are giving back to people in their community who are struggling due to the 
pandemic. As Claire Crouch shows us, the spirit of giving is spreading through the school.

13. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 5 pm 

Air Date: 3/3/2021

Segment Duration:  2:20

Description:  COVID-19 ruined many different milestones for people everywhere. Now imagine, you get 
a redo. That's what Kentucky students could get thanks to a new bill being discussed in Frankfort. 
Karolina Buczek reports on an opportunity for student to do over the entire school year.

14. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 Sunrise Weekend at 9 am

Air Date: 3/7/2021

Segment Duration:  3:00

Description:  It's been one year since Kentucky had its first positive COVID-19 case. One of the greatest 
impacts from virus was on Kentucky's children, parents, and teachers.  With schools shuttered, 
homework took on a whole new meaning. LEX 18's Kristen Edward took a look back at when "learning 
from home" started and where we're headed now.

15. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at Noon

Air Date: 3/17/2021

Segment Duration:  2:03

Description:  LEX 18 partnered with the Scripps Howard Foundation and Scholastic books to help provide 
some central Kentucky children with books they can take home to read. Dia Davidson was live at 
Nicholasville Elementary School in Jessamine County where each child received three free books of their 
choice. She talked with some of the very excited readers. 

16. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News Evening Edition at 7 pm

Air Date: 3/19/2021

Segment Duration:  2:45



Description:  For more than a month, public schools in Fayette County have opened to a few grade levels 
at a time. Today is the end of the first full week with all grades back in the classroom. Evening Edition's 
Claire Kopsky shares how it went.

17. Issue: Education

Program:  LEX 18 News at 6 pm

Air Date: 3/22/2021

Segment Duration:  1:32

Description:  Claire Kopsky talks to a high school senior in Fayette County about the efforts being made 
to hold in-person graduation ceremonies and prom. It brings a little bit of normalcy to a very unusual 
last year of high school.

18. Issue: Education

Program:   LEX 18 News at 5 pm

Air Date: 3/29/2021

Segment Duration:  2:03

Description:  Karolina Buczek reported live from the state capitol on two opposing groups demonstrating 
for and against the legislature overriding the Governor's veto on a "School choice" bill that would allow 
tax dollars to be used to pay for private schooling. Karolina also noted how Kentucky gained its first 
statewide educators union.

 


