
Quarterly Issues Programs List 

Stations: WTBC, WFFN, WTID, WTUG, WTUG-HD3, WTSK, WQRR 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

1 October 2018 through 31 December 2018 

Section I. Issues 

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. Healthcare: Many Alabama physicians are changing their practices to a membership-based 
business model. This results in a reduction in patient load, increases one-on-one time between 
physicians and patients and can have additional positive effects on the community as a whole. 

B. Public Works/Road Safety: Tuscaloosa residents have seen their commutes impacted by the 
major road construction on Interstate 20/59. While the completed project will reduce travel time 
and decrease road hazards, the construction project is resulting in many problems for the 
community,    

C. Severe Weather Preparedness: The annual hurricane season’s impacts are often felt in 
Tuscaloosa and West Alabama, especially inland flooding, Tuscaloosa also faces an annual 
secondary severe weather season from November to February, and knowing how to develop a 
preparedness plan is crucial to the safety of those in our community.  

D. Disease Prevention: West Alabama has seen an increase in bites from the deadly Brown 
Widow Spider and a rapid increase in cases of influenza.  

E. Corrections: Many prisons in Alabama are facing major infrastructure issues in addition to 
overcrowding, underfunding, and understaffing, all of which can jeopardize the State’s ability to 
properly maintain correctional facilities and programs.   

F. Bullying: The West Alabama Community was stunned by the recent suicides of two different 
elementary school students due to bullying. This issue impacts all students within the community 
and can lead to significant physical and emotional stressors on these children.   

G. Privacy and Technology: West Alabamians have seen an increase in the number of robocalls 
and identity theft.  Knowing how to protect your personal information can lead to financial 
security.  

H. Politics/Local Elections: Tuscaloosa and West Alabama residents headed to the polls for mid-
term elections in November, and knowing which candidates espoused which platforms was key 
to creating informed voters in 2018. Alabamians are also going to be negatively impacted by the 
federal government shutdown.   

I. Extremism: Alabama has seen an increase in the number of hate groups within the state in 
recent years and knowing how to recognize and combat this extremism is key to maintaining our 
quality of life.  

 

 

 



Section II. Responsive Programs 

 
Date(s) 
Aired 

Program Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration  
Time and/or 
Frequency 

10/7/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of physicians’ switching 
to membership-based healthcare, 

Update of I-20/59 construction 
project and review of 2018 Hurricane 

Season 

30:00 0600 

10/14/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Examination of the impact of bullying 
on West Alabama students 

30:00 0600 

10/21/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of the current state of 
Alabama’s correctional facilities and 

what needs to be done to ensure 
they operate safely and efficiently 

30:00 0600 

10/28/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of secondary severe 
weather season impacts and how to 

create a preparedness plan 

30:00 0600 

11/4/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Review of candidates in the 6 
November midterm elections and 
discussion of the importance of 

informed voting 

30:00 0600 

11/11/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Review of 2018 election results and 
how they will impact West Alabama 

30:00 0600 

11/18/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s 
response to severe weather in our 
community and how to effectively 
prepare for severe weather events  

30:00 0600 

11/25/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of Thanksgiving and the 
holiday’s origin story  

30:00 0600 

12/2/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of the looming federal 
government shutdown and the 
negative impacts it will have on 

Alabamians 

30:00 0600 

12/9/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of highway infrastructure 
repairs in Tuscaloosa and West 

Alabama and how these massive 
projects will improve public safety 

30:00 0600 

12/16/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Discussion of severe weather 
preparedness and how Alabamians 
can expedite claims with FEMA to 

reduce the impact natural disasters 
have on the community 

30:00 0600 

12/23/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Examination of the rapid increase in 
cases of influenza and spider bites in 
West Alabama and how prevention 
can lead to a healthier community 

30:00 0600 

12/20/18 West Alabama 
On Point 

Review of the year’s biggest stories 
and an examination of the increase 

30:00 0600 



in extremism and hate groups within 
Alabama and how it negatively 

impacts public safety 

 


