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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. COVID-19: The novel Coronavirus pandemic has impacted virtually all phases of life, changing the 
way we dress, act and interact. As vaccines become widely available, many in West Alabama are looking 
for ways to return to normalcy. 

B. Economic Disparity: Tuscaloosa is home to two branches of the YMCA, one of which is in an 
economically-disadvantaged community. How can the City of Tuscaloosa address and rectify this 
disparity to improve the lives of all of its citizens?

C. Local Politics: Tuscaloosa held its municipal elections on March 2.  Mayoral candidates all had 
differing views of how to bring the city into new prosperity post-pandemic and it was up to voters to decide 
the best path of action for their hometown.

D. Weather: Alabama is known for its especially violent spring severe weather season, and adequate 
preparation for severe weather outbreaks can quite literally be the difference between life and death.

E. Roadway Improvements: Alabama Governor Kay Ivey revealed plans for multi-million-dollar highway 
expansion projects which have the potential to attract new travelers and businesses to traditionally small 
communities in West Alabama.

F. Healthcare: In his time of pandemic and health issues, the quality and cost of health care is a major 
issue. Many Alabamians still struggle with access to healthcare. 

Section II. Responsive Programs

Date(s) 
Aired

Program 
Name

Issue 
Discussed Description of Issue Discussed Duration Time 

3 Jan 21 West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Mental health

The program provided insight and education 
about steps individuals can take to preserve their 
mental and emotional well-being during the 
pandemic. Erin Hinz, a Licensed Professional 
Counselor, and Chuck Wint, a Licensed Social 
Worker, addressed strategies for decreasing 
personal stress, as well as tips for improving our 
understanding of affects this is having on family 
members, children, employees and our 
community.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

10 Jan 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Health

DCH VP for Communications Andy North 
updates the pressure being applied by the rapid 
rise of COVID19 cases. Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt 
Maddox also issued an update on how the 
growth in the virus is impacting the city while 7th 

30 minutes 6:00 AM



District Councilwoman Sonja McKinstry voices 
concern the city is not doing enough to stem 
community spread of the virus. 

17 Jan 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

Economic 
Disparity

The pandemic has created significant financial 
issues for the YMCA and has prompted a 
request for the city to buy the main building and 
Barnes Branch in West End. A resolution 
authorizing the mayor to buy the properties and 
lease then back to the Y garnered opposition 
from the African-American community because it 
didn’t contain an agreement to build a new 
Barnes Branch servicing the minority dominated 
West End. Debate about years of neglect of the 
Barnes Branch was heard by the city council and 
sparked a guarantee for a new building. This 
week’s program presents a portion of that 
debate.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

24 Jan 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Covid Vaccine

Increasing numbers of COVID-19 cases 
statewide and local prompted Gov. Ivey to 
extend her statewide Public Health Order and 
Mask Mandate until 5 March. State Health Officer 
Dr. Scott Harris joins the governor to explain why 
rollout of the vaccine in Alabama has been slow, 
ineffective and confusing. President Biden’s 
“Wartime” COVID-19 plan is also explained.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

31 Jan 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

Local Politics A special audit by the Alabama Examiner’s Office 
found improper and possible illegal handling of 
money in the Tuscaloosa County License 
Commission Office has led to the dismissal or 
the commissioner and demotion of her deputy. 
The now former commissioner has been told to 
repay more than $130,000 and ALEA is 
investigating for potential criminal charges. 
Tuscaloosa County Probate Judge Rob 
Robertson talks about the issue. 

30 minutes 8:00 AM

7 Feb 21 West 
Alabama 
on Point

Roadway 
Improvements

Gov. Kay Ivey’s State of the State Address 
presented a significant number of major projects 
impacting Tuscaloosa County and West 
Alabama. Her address and the Democratic Party 
response by Greensboro State Senator Bobby 
Singleton are highlight.

30 minutes 8:00 AM

14 Feb 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

Local Politics, 
Education

A political debate between the three candidates 
for mayor of Tuscaloosa is highlighted. The 
candidates running for the Tuscaloosa City 
Council and City School Board are also detailed. 

30 minutes 6:00 AM

21 Feb 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Covid 
Vaccines

Alabama continues to lag behind in COVID-19 
vaccinations. A Tuscaloosa Dive-thru clinic 
vaccinated 2,000 but more vaccine is needed 
from the feds. State Health Officer Dr. Scott 

30 minutes 6:00 AM



Harris discusses Alabama’s vaccination plan and 
difficulties.

28 Feb 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

Weather 21-27 February is Severe Weather Awareness 
week. It leads into the beginning of the primary 
severe weather months of Mar-May. National 
Weather Service Meteorologist John DeBlock 
discusses what it means to be prepared. 
University of Alabama Center for Advanced 
Public Safety Director Dr. Laura Myers details 
what research has found about how people react 
to severe weather watches & warning.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

7 Mar 21 West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Covid 
Vaccines, 
Health

No topic dominated public discussion more than 
whether Gov. Ivey would extend and end her 
statewide mask mandate and health order. The 
governor and State Health Officer Dr. Scott 
Harris discuss the decision to extend it another 
month and where we stand on vaccinations.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

14 Mar 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Covid 
Vaccines, 
Health

The Alabama Department of Public Health 
expands the eligibility list for COVID19 
vaccinations. State Health Officer Dr. Scott 
Harris also announced the Underserved 
Populations Vaccination campaign to reach 
those in rural counties and underserved 
populations with the Pfizer Vaccine. The 
campaign with National Guard medical units and 
ADPH will conduct drive-thru clinics in seven 
counties in West Alabama

30 minutes 6:00 AM

21 Mar 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

COVID-19, 
Covid 
Vaccines, 
Health

Hesitancy to be vaccinated for COVID-19 and 
the underserved populations of rural Alabama 
were the key topics discussed by State Health 
Officer Dr. Scott Harris.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

28 Mar 
21

West 
Alabama 
on Point

Healthcare Pinnacle Physician Grp. provides hospital care to 
patients admitted to DCH Medical Center in 
Northport and DCH Regional Medical Center in 
Tuscaloosa. They provide service to patients 
whose regular physician does not practice in the 
hospital or to those who do not have a physician.
But Pinnacle is locked in a legal battle with DCH 
Health System over its future services. DCH is 
not renewing their contract and DCH claims the 
changes are intended to improve the level of 
care provided to hospital patients, but not 
everyone in the community agrees with the 
changes. Pinnacle founder & Chief Counsel Dr. 
Charles Abney discusses the impact on 
healthcare in the community.

30
Minutes

6:00 AM


