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Quarterly Issues/Programming Report for Oct. 1 – Dec. 30, 2019  

4th Quarter – 2019 

 

Section I. Issues 

 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 

quarter: 

 

A. School Safety  

 

B. Traffic 

 

C. Severe Weather 

 

D. Politics 

 

E. Local economy, finances, and Consumer Affairs 

 

F. Health & Public safety 

 

G. Public Affairs 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Section II.  Responsive Programs 

 

 

The station had broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  

Programming dealing with each issue is set out below: 

 

 

A. School Safety 

1) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/1/19, 5:30a-10a, 8 Minutes. A new law allowing 

teachers to carry firearms in the classroom went into effect in the state of Florida. The 

practicality of armed teachers was discussed at length including whether it would further 

put lives at risk or could possibly save lives 

 

2) The South Florida Morning Show. 10/1/19, 5:30a-10a, 5 minutes. A new law that penalizes 

drivers for using a cell phone while driving in a school zone went into effect today.  Listeners 

were urged to not use their mobile devices while driving and were cautioned that violating 

the law would result in a fine plus points on their driver license. 

 

3) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/15/19, 5:30a-10a, 9 minutes. The Florida State Senate 

will vote on Oct. 21 whether to reinstate ousted Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel. A state 

magistrate has recommended he be reinstated and members of the families of the victims 

of the shooting at Marjory Stoneman-Douglas High School are demanding Israel not get his 

job back. Jen and Bill discussed the issue. 

 

4) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/21/19, 5:30a-10a, 7 minutes. The Florida State Senate 

Judicial Panel voted 9-7 along party lines to uphold the suspension of Broward County 

Sheriff Scott Israel. The matter will now go before the full senate for a vote. Jen, Bill, and 

Karen discussed the party-line vote and whether or not political affiliation should play a role 

in this case. 

 



 
 

B. Traffic 

1) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/4/19, 5:30-10a, 6x per hour, 20 seconds. Heavy 

congestion on I-95 southbound due to a crash at Yamato is causing heavy delays through 

that area. Listeners are urged to avoid the area and seek alternate routes. 

 

2) The South Florida Morning Show, 11/7/19, 5:30a-10a, 6x per hour, 20 seconds. 3 lanes are 

blocked on I-95 southbound at Woolbright Rd. due to a multi-vehicle crash. Listeners are 

urged to avoid the area and alternate routes are suggested.  

 

3) The South Florida Morning Show, 12/5/19 5:30a-10, 6x per hour, 20 seconds. A major 

accident on I-95 northbound has blocked three lanes of traffic near Lake Worth Road. 

Listeners are urged to avoid the area and seek alternate routes northbound. 

 

C. Severe Weather 

1) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/17/19, 5:30a-10a, 4 Minutes. An area of 

thunderstorms and showers in the Gulf of Mexico has the potential to become Tropical 

Storm Nestor over the next couple of days. The system is predicted to affect northwest 

Florida but may bring severe weather to our area. Chris Farrell from CBS 12 called in to 

discuss the latest on the system and the what possible impacts we could face in South 

Florida. 

 

2) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/18/19, 5:30a-10a, 3 minutes. Tropical Storm warnings 

are in effect for areas of northwest Florida ahead of the possible arrival of Tropical Storm 

Nestor over the weekend. The WFTL listening area is forecast to get heavy rain and high 

winds as the system heads towards Florida. 

 

3) Weather Report, 11/17/19, 12a-12a, 2x per hour, 20 seconds.  A new record low 

temperature for Palm Beach County was established when the daily high temperature did 

not exceed 65 degrees. The previous high temperature for Nov. 17 was 67 degrees which 

was the daily max for that date in 1983.  

 

4) The South Florida Morning Show, 12/2/19, 5:30a-10a, 11 minutes. Severe winter weather 

and snow storms are causing flight delays across the country including dozens of 

cancellations at Palm Beach International Airport. Aviation expert John Matarese talked with 



 
Jen and Bill about the delays and how long it may take for the system to return to normal 

operations. 

 

 

D. Politics 

1) The Joyce Kaufman Show, 10/18/19, 10a-1p, 10 minutes. The Trump Administration has 

announced the 2020 G7 summit will be held at the Trump International Resort in Doral, 

Florida. Questions have arisen about whether or not it is appropriate for the president to 

hold such an event at one of his own properties. This was discussed along with the possible 

impacts on traffic, the local economy, and public safety with so many high profile leaders in 

the area. 

 

2) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/28/19, 5:30a-10a, 12 minutes. On Sunday 10/27/19 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader if the terror group ISIS was killed by special forces in Syria. 

One of his victims, Steven Sotloff, was a South Florida native and his family announced that 

they believe justice had been served. Jen and Bill discussed the life of Steven and his family’s 

reaction. 

 

3) The South Florida Morning Show, 11/8/19, 5:30a-10a, 28 minutes. Karen Curtis spoke with 

former Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel who was removed from office by the governor of 

Florida but is running for reelection in 2020. Israel maintains that he handled the response 

to the shootings at Marjory Stoneman-Douglas High School and the Fort Lauderdale Airport 

correctly and deserves to be reelected. Current Broward Sheriff Tony Gregory stated that he 

is more effectively leading the agency and is under his leadership BSO is better prepared to 

respond to a severe incident. 

 

E. Local economy, finances, and Consumer Affairs 

 

1) Newscasts, 10/3/19, 6a-6p, 2x per hour, 20 seconds. Relativity Space is developing 

spacecraft made of 3D printed parts and will be conducting launches from Cape Canaveral. 

The company has posted job openings for its Florida operations.  

 

2) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/17/19, 5:30a-10a, 5 Minutes. Consumer Affairs expert 

John Matarese discussed security risks and data theft incidents associated with apps 

produced by Chipotle and other restaurants. He recommended users create email accounts 

just for use with apps and registering for rewards programs. 



 
 

3) The South Florida Morning Show, 11/11/19 5:30a-10a, 7 Minutes. In honor of Veteran’s Day 

numerous retailers around West Palm Beach and throughout South Florida are offering 

discounts and free goods and services to military veterans. Jen and Bill listed a number of 

the participating retailers. 

 

F. Health and Public Safety 

1) The South Florida Morning Show, 10/14/19, 5:30a-10a, 10 minutes. Jen and Bill discussed a 

panic event that took place at the Boca Raton Mall the previous day. A loud noise caused 

some shoppers to believe gunshots had been fired leading to the mall being locked down 

while police and SWAT officers investigated. There were no gunshots nor active shooter and 

this event demonstrates the fear residents feel in crowded public places following the mass 

shootings in Parkland, Texas and Las Vegas. 

 

2) Newscasts, 10/30/19, 6a-6p, 20 seconds. The FDA has issued a recall for apples sold in 

Florida that may be contaminated with listeria. Listeria is a dangerous bacteria that can 

cause serious illness in elderly people and those with compromised immune systems. 

Information on the recall was provided twice each hour during the local newscast. 

 

3) The South Florida Morning Show, 11/6/19, 5:30a-10a, 5 minutes. A resident in Coral Springs 

was shot at and called 911. Dispatchers at the town’s 911 call center failed to flag the call as 

a reported shooting and instead gave it a low priority. The victim had to call back 3 times 

before an officer was sent to her location. It was later revealed that the dispatcher was 

watching Netflix while on the job and was distracted. Jen and Bill discussed the outrage 

surrounding the case and demanded more professional behavior from civil servants working 

in public safety. 

 

4) South Florida Sunday, 10/20/19 6a-6:30a, 16 minutes. "Stanton Collemer, Alexis Membreno 

and Sam Cohen discuss the Cancer Alliance of Help and Hope’s “No Shave November.” 

Membreno shares his experience as a cancer survivor, and the assistance he received from 

CAHH, after having to leave his job abruptly. The guests add that 38 percent of people, or 1 

in 3, will be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. Early detection and self-examination are 

the keys to prevention.  “No Shave November,” which began four years ago at Duffy’s in 

downtown West Palm Beach, runs for the entire month. There will be 11 headliners this 

year to whom people may donate, for each day the headliners do not shave. There will be a 

Live Shave Off with 500 attendees at iBar in Palm Beach Gardens on December 3.  



 
 

 

G. Public Affairs  

1) South Florida Sunday, 10/12/19, 6a-6:30a, 12 minutes "Jennifer Raymond, Executive 

Director and Marchele Courtney, Development Administrator of Family Promise of South 

Palm Beach County, discuss the mission and services. Their organization helps situationally 

homeless families get back on their feet in 90 days by providing temporary housing, meals, 

counseling, financial assistance, case management, mental health assessments, 

employment services, and transitional housing. Family homelessness is the largest 

demographic in Palm Beach County, at 26 percent. Family Promise of South Palm Beach 

County has helped over 200 families from various counties achieve self-sufficiency during 

the past 11 years through a network of 1,200 volunteers who provide the shelter and meals 

on a weekly basis. In addition, staff and a living facility are available at a Day Center, and 

Family Promise serves families in the larger community as well to obtain nutrition and 

various services. The organization can serve four families or 14 individuals at a time, and 

from 20 to 25 families per year.  

 

2) South Florida Sunday 10/12/19, 6a-6:30a, 15 minutes. "Patrick Franklin, President and CEO 

of the Urban League of Palm Beach County, discusses his organization’s mission, programs 

and upcoming events. The mission is “to empower our community and change lives.” To 

that end, the Urban League offers more than 20 programs that focus on housing, job 

preparedness, food pantry, community development, and youth and education after-school 

initiatives. The organization will host an open house called “Come and Take A Closer Look” 

on October 17, in order to showcase those programs along with two more called, “Project 

Thrive” and “Project Moving Forward,” respectively. Project Thrive offers low-income 

families the opportunity for economic mobility, while Project Moving Forward aims to 

reduce and prevent first-time court-appointed offenders from reoffending. All services and 

programs are provided at no cost to the community. Upcoming events include the 9th 

Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon on October 24.  

 

3) South Florida Sunday 10/20/19, 6a-6:30a, 11 minutes. "Amanda Atwater discusses Quantum 

House’s mission and upcoming events. The organization refers to itself as a “local hospital 

hospitality house.” The purpose is to take care of families of children who are receiving 

treatment at area hospitals. The staff provides lodging, meals, laundry facilities, and other 

types of help through the facility, which is located on the campus of St. Mary’s Medical 

Center. They can accommodate 30 families at one time.  



 
 

4) South Florida Sunday 10/27/19, 6a-6:30a, 15 minutes. "Diane Smith from the Palm Beach 

County Sheriff’s Office, Nicole Krauss from Publix, and Jim Weinerhold from Blue Bell Ice 

Cream discuss the upcoming Ninth Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive. It will take place in 

conjunction with County Ice on Saturday, November 23 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at three Publix 

locations: Crossroads at Royal Palm Beach, Mirsaol Walk in Palm Beach Gardens, and the 

Lantana Plaza.  The process starts with 15 schools holding a food drive to collect non-

perishable food items, which are donated to PBSO. Last year, the schools collected 19,000 

food items. The turkey drive then takes place every year on the Saturday before 

Thanksgiving.  

 

5) South Florida Sunday, 10/27/19, 6a-6:30a, 13 minutes. "Darryl Houston discusses the “On 

the Table” initiative. It is a civic engagement initiative funded through John S. and James L. 

Knight Foundation. The goal is to bring people from all walks of life together to share 

mealtime conversation, talk about community issues, and develop solutions. The event 

hosted 4,000 participants during its inaugural year in 2018.   This year’s “On the Table” will 

take place on November 13 at tables throughout Palm Beach and Martin counties. Whereas 

last year’s gathering consisted of organic conversations, surveys indicate that the top three 

areas participants would like to discuss this time around are housing, economic security, and 

education. Conversation prompts will also be used. Houston says 1,800 people have 

registered thus far. For more information, to host, or to participate in a public conversation: 

onthetablefl.com, or email Field Organizer Stephanie at onthetablefl@cfpbmc.org. 

 

6) South Florida Sunday, 6a-6:30a, 12/22/19, 14 minutes. "Afrika Minus, Ken Morgan and Neil 

Merin provide an update on Easter Seals’ local initiatives. The 100-year-old organization has 

a child development center in West Palm Beach and offers a “Strive Hospitality” job training 

program. Easter Seals serves children with disabilities such as autism, ADHD, physical 

disabilities, and young adults who are on the autism spectrum. The primary target is low-

income families. Intake begins with an individual evaluation. The child is then connected 

with a therapeutic service coordinator who works with the child and family.  The 

organization’s next major event is the 13th Annual. “Get Down to Business Lunch,” 

scheduled for January 8 at the Kravis Center in West Palm Beach. It provides business and 

community leaders, along with their proteges, with a unique networking opportunity to 

improve their workplaces. Michael Bush, CEO of Great Places to Work, will serve as keynote 

speaker.  The inspiration for the event inspired Merin to change his company’s business 

model to be community- and service-driven. They now give back 10,000 hours per year and 



 
have become a green workplace. That perspective parallels the mission of Easter Seals, 

according to Merin. In addition, Morgan says the luncheon provides people with the ability 

to “do something from the heart” that they might otherwise not have the opportunity to 

accomplish. For more information, to donate, sponsor or volunteer: (561) 471-1688, 

www.easterseals.com/florida, www.getdowntobusinesslunch.com, or 

afrikaminas@fl.easterseals.com. 

 

 

 

Section III.  PSAs 

WFTL-AM 850 aired Public Service Announcements for the following organizations and causes during 

the 4rd Quarter Oct. 1, 2019 – Dec. 30, 2019 

Organizations 

Family Promise of South Palm Beach County , Quantum House, City of West Palm Beach Parks & 

Recreation, Urban League of Palm Beach County, United Community Options, Easter Seal,  Knight 

Foundation, Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Publix, Blue Bell Ice Cream, and Cancer Alliance of Help 

and Hope. 

Causes 

Sports Safety, Law Enforcement, Health- Cancer and Heart , Community, Local High School 

Sports, Local Economy, Hunger in WPB, Poverty. 


