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Quarterly Issues/Programming Report for April 1 – June 30, 2019  

2nd Quarter – 2019 

 

Section I. Issues 

 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 

quarter: 

 

A. School Safety 

 

B. Traffic  

 

C. Severe Weather 

 

D. Politics 

 

E. Local economy, finances, and Consumer Affairs 

 

F. Health & Public safety 

 

G. Public Affairs 

 

 

 

 



 
Section II.  Responsive Programs 

 

 

The station had broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  

Programming dealing with each issue is set out below: 

 

 

A. School Safety 

 

1. Barsky Radio, 4/11/19, 3-6P, 15 minutes.  Barsky discussed the recent outbreaks in 

Measles and Hepatitis A in Palm Beach County.  The angle taken is that parents need to 

be responsible and vaccinate their children before sending them to school.  He made 

the point that it’s bad parenting and a selfish act to all other parents.  He also provided 

information on where and how children should be vaccinated 

 

2. Newscasts, 4/29-5/1, 6A-6P, 2x per hour,:20 seconds each.  Measles outbreak is getting 

worse, and has made its way to Florida.  This is a concern to parents of children in our 

school systems.  WFTL reported the latest trends, where to get vaccinated, where in 

Florida cases were reported, and other measure that can be done.  We also reported on 

the progress of a solution. 

 

3. The South Florida Morning Show. 6/3/19, 5:30-10A, 15 minutes.  With the Virginia 

Beach shootings happening over the weekend, Jennifer and Bill used this as an 

opportunity to talk safety with mass shootings, primarily with schools.  They tied this to 

Florida by tying in the story that Scott Peterson, school police officer during Parkland 

school shootings was indicted for not entering the school during the shootings.   

 

 



 
B. Traffic 

 

1. Traffic Reports.  Weekdays, 6A-9A, 3-6P.  Traffic Reports every 10 minutes in AM/PM 

drive providing listeners with accidents, road closures, and alternate routes. Each report 

is :30    

 

2.  Newscasts, 4/5/19, 6A-6P, 2x per hour,:20 seconds each.   President Trump’s 

weekend vacation to Palm Beach County causes road closures, traffic delays, and 

detours.  850WFTL newscasts provided listeners on where all of the delays, road 

closures, and detours expected to happen.  This helped the community plan ahead to 

avoid being late in getting to their destination. 

 

3. Newscasts 5/1, 5/2, 6A-6P, 2X per hour,:20 seconds each. The annual Sunfest Music 

Festival causes road closures and massive delays.  Our News Director and Total Traffic 

Partnership kept listeners informed as to what roads would be closed, where the 

alternate routes were, and what they delay times are in downtown West Palm Beach.   

 

C. Severe Weather 

 

1.  The Joyce Kaufman Show, 4/3/19, 10A-1P, 40 minutes.  Tornado Warning in Palm 

Beach County and Martin County.  Covered with TV Partner WPEC, providing wall-

to-wall coverage until the warning was lifted.   

 

2. All Programs, 4/1-6/30, Weekdays 6A-6P. Promo ran 75x that promotes that 

850WFTL will break in anytime the community experiences severe weather. Promos 

20 seconds each. The message is to remind our listeners that we are here for the 

when the weather becomes dangerous.  

 

3. Weather Reports.  Weekdays, M-F 6A-9A, 3-6P.  Weather Reports every 10 minutes 

in AM/PM drive providing listeners with the latest forecast, how to plan, and any 

severe weather that might be forecasted. 

 

4. Newscasts, 4/2/19, 6A-6P, 2x per hour,:20 seconds each.  The first Hurricane 

forecast came out for the 2019 season.  This was put out to give an early warning 



 
and to get our listeners to start thinking about if they are prepared for Hurricane 

season. 

 

5. Special Programming, 5/31/19, 9-10A, 60 Minute Hurricane Preparedness Panel.  A 

local panel consisting of a meteorologist, President of FPL, the Fire Chief, and City 

Emergency Manager came together to give listeners important new safety 

information about the upcoming Hurricane season.   

 

D. Politics 

 

1. The South Florida Morning Show, 4/9/19, 5:30-10A, 20 minutes.  Newly sworn in West 

Palm Beach Mayor Keith James joined Jennifer and Bill. Discussed was the cities plans to 

attract new businesses, which would create more jobs.  Also talked about were new 

building projects happening in downtown West Palm Beach.  This includes new districts 

and renovations of some of the older ones.     

 

2.  Open Table Panel, 4/20/19, 3-4P, 60 Minutes.  News Director Karen Curtis hosted On The 

Table for Palm Beach and Martin County in a special LIVE panel.  Guests were Daryl 

Houston and Rob Raneri who discussed issues and solutions on topics such as housing, 

poverty, jobs, and homelessness.  The concept of On the Table will lead to citizens 

responding with their ideas.  All ideas are On The Table! 

 

3.  The South Florida Morning Show, 4/30/19, 5:30-10A, 15 minutes.  New bill that would 

make Texting While Driving a primary offense in Florida is on the desk of Governor Ron 

DeStantis’s desk.  Discussed were the dangers and what you can and can’t do according 

to the bill. Also included in the conversation are the concerns of citizens seeing this as a 

form of revenue enhancement by the state.   

 

 

E. Local economy, finances, and Consumer Affairs 

 

1. The South Florida Morning Show. 4/4/19, 5:30-10A, 10 minutes.  Consumer Reports 

reporter John Matarese talks about a new disturbing online trend where robots are 

posing as your friend.  The robots convincing users that they are real, and scamming 



 
them out of money.  John discussed tips on how to spot the robots and who to report 

them too.   

 

2. The South Florida Morning Show, 4/11/19, 5:30-10AM, 1/3/19 10 minutes.  Consumer 

Reports Segment with Consumer Reporter John Matarese about new scary Facebook 

notifications that claim users have violated Facebook’s copyright violation.  This is a 

scam where victims are told they have 48 hours to supply their user name and 

password.  The message to listeners is to never share your Facebook login information 

with anyone. 

 

3. All Programs, 4/1-4/15, Weekdays 6A-6P. Promo ran 40x reminding our listeners that 

the tax deadline is coming, and to file their taxes.  The promo also illustrated what could 

happen if you miss, and why it is important.   

 

4. The South Florida Morning Show. 4/16/19, 5:30-10A, 10 minutes.  Consumer Reports 

reporter John Matarese talks about new products with fake Made in the USA logos.  He 

educated listeners what to look for on the logo so that they know they are actually 

buying products made in America.  

 

5. The South Florida Morning Show. 4/25/19, 5:30-10A, 10 minutes.  Consumer Reports 

reporter John Matarese talks about April/May being the busiest time for buying cars.  

He talked about the latest trends on vehicle make and models that hold their value the 

longest.  Layering with this are new fake DMV websites.  He names those sites. 

 

 

F. Health and Public Safety 

 

1. The South Florida Morning Show, 4/11/19, 5:30-10AM, 10 minutes.  Consumer Reports 

Segment with Consumer Reporter John Matarese about new guidelines on how long 

frozen food can last in your freezer.  John discussed that your freezer is not cold enough 

to make your food last forever.  He also shared the USDA’s recommendation on how 

long the most popular foods can last in your freezer. 

 

2. Newscasts, 4/24/19, 6A-6P, 2x per hour,:20 seconds each.   New laws could be coming 

where it would be a primary offense to text while driving.  The bill also includes no 



 
wireless devices of any kind while in school zone.  With the story, News Director Karen 

Curtis also gave listeners some texting while driving stats in South Florida.   

 

3. The Joyce Kaufman Show, 5/22/19, 10A-1P, 15 minutes.  Joyce spoke to Stephanie 

Costolo, Regional Manager for Florida’s Trafficking Free Zone.  The topic was human 

trafficking in Florida. Including the latest numbers, things being done to combat the 

problem, and what the listener can do if they suspect any kind of human trafficking.   

 

4. Newscasts, 5/24/19, 6A-6P, 2x per hour,:20 seconds each.  Two local restaurant workers 

tested positive for Hepatitis A.  WFTL made listeners aware of the restaurants in 

question, the dates of concern of when the workers were employed, and what they can 

do to get tested/vaccinated. 

 

 

G. Public Affairs  

 

1. The South Florida Morning Show, 4/26/19, 5:30-10A  10 minutes  Jennifer and Bill 

had American Wildlife Expert Ron Magill from the Miami Zoo on the show to talk 

about the zoo’s new Rhinoceros.  The Rhinoceros is an endangered species, and 

Magill discussed little things the public can do to protect the Rhino and other 

endangered species.    

 

2. The Joyce Kaufman Show, 5/6/19, 10A-1P, 10 minutes.  Joyce talked to Carolina 

Simon, founder of Zachor Shoah about an upcoming Gala benefiting Holocaust 

Education in Palm Beach County.  The Gala is also the work of Palm Beach County 

Public Schools Junior High students.  Aside from promoting the Gala, they spoke on 

the Holocaust and why it is important for society to be educated on this tragedy. 

 

3. The Joyce Kaufman Show, 5/9/19, 10A-1P, 15 minutes.  Joyce talked to Katherine 

Sreenan of Honor Flight South Florida.  They will honor veterans from three 

different wars:  WWII, the Korean War and predominantly, the Vietnam War. The 

Stuart-based by transferring war veterans to Washington, DC to visit and reflect at 

the memorials built to honor their service and sacrifices. This May Honor Flight will 

pay tribute to seven WWII, 16 Korean War and 59 Vietnam War veterans.  

 



 
4. The South Florida Sunday, 4/7/19, Sundays 5-6A, 12 minutes.  Kathleen Glover 

discussed the importance of Autism-friendly events for children.  Autism, or autism 

spectrum disorder (ASD), refers to a broad range of conditions characterized by 

challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal 

communication. According to the Centers for Disease Control, autism affects an 

estimated 1 in 59 children in the United States today. The Families and caretakers 

with children on the autism spectrum are invited to participate in Autism Family 

Night at the Light, an autism-friendly event. LIGHTHOUSE CLIMBS, THE KEEPERS  

 

 

5. The South Florida Sunday, 4/21/19, Sundays 5-6A, 13 minutes.  Bob Bertisch, the 

Executive Director of the Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County & their GAP 

program.  Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County’s Guardian Advocacy Project 

(GAP) provides services for disabled youth aging out of foster care and individuals 

who have a developmental disability and are without family or friends to care for 

them.   GAP impacts the community by minimizing clients’ risks and plays a role in 

preventing clients with disabilities from becoming victims of exploitation, abuse, 

and other criminal activity. 

  

Section III.  PSAs 

WFTL-AM 850 aired Public Service Announcements for the following organizations and causes during 

the 2nd Quarter April 1, 2019 – June 30, 2019 

Organizations 

Clinics Can Help, Jupiter Lighthouse, EmpowHER of the Palm Beaches, Live Like Jake Foundation, City of 

West Palm Beach Parks & Recreation, Eat Better Live Better Foundation, Urban League of Palm Beach 

County, United Community Options, Gulfstream Goodwill Industries, Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies of 

Palm Beach County, Peggy Adams Animal Rescue League, Believe With Me Foundation, Little Smiles,  

Causes 

Childhood & Adult Health & Wellness, Autism Awareness, Women in Leadership, Youth Swimming & 

Water Safety Programs, Healthy Eating For Children, Family Services, Youth Education, Cerebral Palsy 

Awareness, Services For the Deaf & Blind, Mother & Infant Heath, Veteran’s Affairs 


