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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2022 Q1 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 27 March 2022: Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 Supreme Court decision which 
established a constitutional right to abortion is under attack. The Supreme Court with its super-
conservative majority is poised to overturn Roe. According to an editorial in Against the Current: 
“Poll after poll reveals that the right to abortion care actually has more popular support today than 
when Roe v. Wade was decided. If that right can be mutilated now, precedent and public opinion be 
damned, then no rights are secure from reactionary assault. For right-wing sharks getting rid 
of Roe is blood in the water.” The New York Times estimates more than 20 states “are expected to 
ban or substantially restrict abortion if the Supreme Court permits it.” However, some states like 
Colorado are going in the opposite direction, passing legislation legalizing the right to an abortion.

Air Date: 20 March 2022: Extinction Rebellion, also simply known as XR, is a global environmental 
movement. It was founded in the UK with the explicit aim of using nonviolent civil resistance to 
compel government action to avoid ecological collapse. The latest UN IPCC report paints a dire 
picture of what the future will bring. By 2050, a billion people will face coastal flooding from rising 
seas. Using radical tactics, Extinction Rebellion draws inspiration from grassroots movements such 
as the civil rights movement.  XR aims to instill a sense of urgency to prevent further climate 
breakdown and the ongoing sixth mass extinction. A number of XR activists accept arrest and 
imprisonment. The movement’s symbol is a stylized, circled hourglass to serve as a warning that time 
is running out for us.



Air Date: 13 March 2022: Extinction Rebellion, also simply known as XR, is a global environmental 
movement. It was founded in the UK with the explicit aim of using nonviolent civil resistance to 
compel government action to avoid ecological collapse. The latest UN IPCC report paints a dire 
picture of what the future will bring. By 2050, a billion people will face coastal flooding from rising 
seas. Using radical tactics, Extinction Rebellion draws inspiration from grassroots movements such 
as the civil rights movement.  XR aims to instill a sense of urgency to prevent further climate 
breakdown and the ongoing sixth mass extinction. A number of XR activists accept arrest and 
imprisonment. The movement’s symbol is a stylized, circled hourglass to serve as a warning that time 
is running out for us.

Air Date: 6 March 2022: Genocide is the most heinous of crimes and it connects to settler 
colonialism. Historian Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz says, “Settler colonialism requires genocidal violence 
to attain its goal” of acquiring land. In North America and elsewhere this meant the Indigenous 
population was targeted for mass murder. North America’s huge landmass and resources drove the 
policy. In Germany, there was the Nazi desire for lebensraum, living space, in Eastern Europe. It’s 
interesting to see the parallels. The U.S. General William Sherman said in 1873, “We must act with 
vindictive earnestness against the Sioux, even to their extermination, men, women, and 
children.” Seventy years later in 1943, Heinrich Himmler, the notorious SS commander, said, “I want 
to mention a very difficult subject with complete candor. I am talking about the extermination of the 
Jewish people.”

Air Date: 27 February 2022: The conventional media image of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has him 
frozen in time at the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963 giving his inspirational “I Have a Dream” 
speech. Little attention is paid to King’s remarkable political and social evolution in the last five years 
of his life. He became a trenchant critic of the Vietnam War. In his classic sermon at the Riverside 
Church in New York he denounced the war and “the giant triplets of racism, materialism and 
militarism.” King increasingly saw the link between economic justice and racial equality and insisted 
that one was impossible without the other. His final days were spent in Memphis where he was 
actively supporting a strike by black sanitation workers and he was planning to launch a poor 
people’s march on Washington, D.C.. An assassin’s bullet ended his life on April 4, 1968.

Air Date: 20 February 2022: The conventional media image of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has him 
frozen in time at the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963 giving his inspirational “I Have a Dream” 
speech. Little attention is paid to King’s remarkable political and social evolution in the last five years 
of his life. He became a trenchant critic of the Vietnam War. In his classic sermon at the Riverside 
Church in New York he denounced the war and “the giant triplets of racism, materialism and 
militarism.” King increasingly saw the link between economic justice and racial equality and insisted 
that one was impossible without the other. His final days were spent in Memphis where he was 
actively supporting a strike by black sanitation workers and he was planning to launch a poor 
people’s march on Washington, D.C.. An assassin’s bullet ended his life on April 4, 1968.

Air Date: 13 February 2022: Malcolm X is a singular figure in African-American history. He led an 
extraordinary life. He was born in an impoverished family in Omaha, NE on May 19, 1925. He 
recalled being “dizzy” with hunger. He said, “My whole life has been a chronology of changes.” 



Indeed it was. He went through a remarkable series of transformations from being a street hustler 
known as Detroit Red to going to jail, to converting to Islam then breaking with Nation of Islam 
leader Elijah Muhammad and becoming an independent voice for black dignity, self-reliance, and 
economic independence. Malcolm challenged the racist white power structure and the blacks who 
went along with it. He was only 39 years old when he was assassinated on February 21, 1965 in New 
York. Maya Angelou said of him, “His aura was too bright.” He had a charismatic presence and a 
radiant smile. And he was an electrifying orator. At his funeral, Ossie Davis eulogized him as our 
“prince. Our own black shining prince.” Today, Malcolm’s autobiography continues to be read and 
his words continue to inspire.

Air Date: 6 February 2022: The corporate takeover of food with its toxic chemical inputs poses 
serious health and environmental problems. Corporate agriculture, The New York Times states 
unequivocally “is causing irreparable harm to the planet.” It is “ravaging the air, soil and water, 
destroying wildlife habitats and spurring climate chaos. The system, a vast web of industries and 
processes that stretches from seed to pasture, to packaging, to the supermarket, to the trash dump, 
produces at least a third of all human-caused greenhouse gases.” There are alternatives. We can learn 
much from traditional organic farming techniques as practiced by indigenous farmers. In this 
program, Vandana Shiva describes the importance of biodiversity and the interconnectedness of all 
life. She says, “What we do to the Earth, what we do to the land, what we do to biodiversity 
eventually comes back to us. There is no separation.”

Air Date: 30 January 2022: Imagine it is 2030. A youngster asks you, What was is like back then at 
the turn of the century? What will you say about capital punishment, the drug war, guns or why more 
money was spent on prisons than education? What will you say about racism, the criminal justice 
system and the vast discrepancies in sentencing? What will you say about gender and class bias and 
the huge income and wealth gap between the rich and the poor? What will you say?

Air Date: 16 January 2022: In his 1967 book Where Do We Go From Here? Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr wrote these prophetic words: “A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring 
contrast of poverty and wealth. The oceans of history are made turbulent by the ever-rising tides of 
hate. We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce 
urgency of now. This may well be mankind’s last chance to choose between chaos or community.” 
More than five decades later the chaos is all too apparent: When we look around we are faced with a 
raging pandemic with its mounting death toll, acute economic distress, a climate in peril and the fury 
of the January 6th insurrection and all that was behind it. We are at a proverbial crossroads. 
Collective action can address these problems. We can choose. Will it be chaos or community?

Air Date: 9 January 2022: Inertia. We all experience it. It can lead to despair and despair can lead to 
paralysis. And that’s just where the oligarchs and plutocrats want us to be. Keeps the focus away 
from their destructive policies. Many of us have resources and privileges but don’t use them. The 
attitude is if something’s wrong let someone else deal with it. But throughout history small groups of 
organized people have fought against and overcome many difficult obstacles such as patriarchy, 
misogyny, homophobia and racism to make progress. That didn’t happen by wishing them away but 



by articulating what the problems were and formulating solutions. The multiple crises we face today 
demand action. Are we supposed to sit back and ignore what’s going on? What are we waiting for?

Air Date: 2 January 2022: The great 20th-century Irish poet William Butler Yeats wrote, “We had 
fed the heart on fantasies, The heart’s grown brutal from the fare.” The United States has long fed its 
heart with fairy tales about itself. Hardly a day goes by without some new story being spun about our 
noble intentions, benevolence and devotion to international law. Sadism is not something new. Just 
ask indigenous peoples and Blacks or the Vietnamese and Iraqis. Chris Hedges warns, “The violence 
and exploitation, which has long defined imperial projects, now defines existence at home. For 
empires, in the end, cannibalize themselves. The tyranny we long imposed on others, we now impose 
on ourselves. The dark pleasure derived from exploiting others is all that is left.” Recorded at 
the Sanctuary for Independent Media.

https://www.mediasanctuary.org/

