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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2022 Q2 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 26 June 2022: Imperialism is a term not applied by the mainstream media and traditional 
academics to anything the U.S. does. However, it is liberally applied to contemporary enemies or 
hoary empires of the past. Michael Parenti defines imperialism “as the process whereby the rulers of 
one country use economic and military power to expropriate the land, labor, markets and natural 
resources of another country in order to attain ever greater capital accumulation on behalf of wealthy 
interests at home and abroad.” Washington is always looking for euphemisms to cloak its real 
intentions thus “rules-based international order” is gaining currency. U.S. interventions are 
presented as promoting noble causes such as human rights, opposing tyranny and bringing 
democracy to others, and on and on.

Air Date: 19 June 2022: In his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” Dr. King memorably said, “We are 
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly.” Our present precarious circumstances make Dr. King’s words 
abundantly clear. We face war, climate chaos, a pandemic, inequality, hunger and poverty. The perils 
confronting humankind are unprecedented. And always looming in the background are doomsday 
weapons that can destroy our precious planet. “The threats are accumulating,” Noam Chomsky says, 
“We are approaching the most dangerous point in human history. We are now facing the prospect of 
the destruction of organized human life on Earth.”

Air Date: 12 June 2022: Gun violence exacts an enormous toll on U.S. society-claiming tens of 
thousands of lives every year. Many more thousands are wounded and scarred physically and 



psychologically. From malls to schools from places of worship to concerts there is no safe space. 
Weapons of war are easily obtainable. We have the spectacle of armed militias in combat gear 
roaming statehouses, threatening the lives of government officials and invading the national Capitol 
itself on January 6. The main lobby for guns is the National Rifle Association, the NRA. It resists 
common-sense reforms. No matter the tragic occasion, the NRA recites its slogan, “Guns don’t kill 
people, people kill people.” The NRA denounces calls for reasonable gun control as attacks on 
freedom and liberty. The organization’s actual history is hidden not only from the general public but 
even from its own members.

Air Date: 5 June 2022: Fascism in India? It’s a secular republic, according to its constitution but the 
country under its prime minister Narender Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party, the BJP, has drifted 
sharply to the religious right. The BJP ideology is Hindutva, Hindu nationalism. Its mother ship and 
muscle is the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the RSS. It’s a Hindu nationalist paramilitary 
organization, inspired by Mussolini and Hitler, and has millions of members. Not much is known 
about what’s actually going on in India beyond cliches such as the world’s largest democracy, yoga 
and ashrams, tandoori chicken and spicy samosas. The reality is in stark contrast with the carefully 
crafted exported image. The BJP/RSS axis has demonized and targeted India’s large Muslim 
minority. There have been pogroms and lynchings. People are pushing back and resisting.

Air Date: 29 May 2022: In his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” Dr. King memorably said, “We are 
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly.” Our present precarious circumstances make Dr. King’s words 
abundantly clear. We face war, climate chaos, a pandemic, inequality, hunger and poverty. The perils 
confronting humankind are unprecedented. And always looming in the background are doomsday 
weapons that can destroy our precious planet. “The threats are accumulating,” Noam Chomsky says, 
“We are approaching the most dangerous point in human history. We are now facing the prospect of 
the destruction of organized human life on Earth.”

Air Date: 22 May 2022: Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 Supreme Court decision which established 
a constitutional right to abortion is under attack. The Supreme Court with its super-conservative 
majority is poised to overturn Roe. According to an editorial in Against the Current: “Poll after poll 
reveals that the right to abortion care actually has more popular support today than when Roe v. 
Wade was decided. If that right can be mutilated now, precedent and public opinion be damned, 
then no rights are secure from reactionary assault. For right-wing sharks getting rid of Roe is blood 
in the water.” The New York Times estimates more than 20 states “are expected to ban or 
substantially restrict abortion if the Supreme Court permits it.” However, some states like Colorado 
are going in the opposite direction, passing legislation legalizing the right to an abortion.

Air Date: 15 May 2022: The future of work is unclear. There will be jobs. But what kind? The 
pandemic drove many to work remotely at home. As the crisis ebbs some will discover that’s the 
future. Crucial long-term factors affecting workers will be more and more AI, artificial intelligence, 
and automation. Corporations will be looking to expand in those areas to maximize profits. This is all 
happening while worker militancy has enjoyed a resurgence. Workers are challenging some of the 
biggest corporations. There’s been a marked uptick in unionization, organizing, and strikes at such 



behemoths as Amazon, Starbucks and Apple. Workers, who have seen wages stagnant for decades 
because of neoliberal economics are demanding higher pay and better benefits. In this changing 
landscape what will be the future of work?

Air Date: 8 May 2022: The February 24th Russian invasion of Ukraine has rattled the world and has 
unleashed misery, death and destruction. What prompted Moscow’s attack? From their perspective, 
the expansion of NATO, a U.S.-led military alliance, up to Russia’s borders threatens their national 
security interests. It went against assurances given by Washington that that would not happen. Years 
ago, George Kennan, the much venerated State Department diplomat warned against NATO 
expansion. With great foresight he said, it “would be the most fateful error of American policy in the 
entire post-cold-war era. Such a decision may be expected to inflame the nationalistic, anti-Western 
and militaristic tendencies in Russian opinion; to have an adverse effect on the development of 
Russian democracy; to restore the atmosphere of the cold war to East-West relations, and to impel 
Russian foreign policy in directions decidedly not to our liking.”

Air Date 1 May 2022: Where does one start when talking about the Holocaust? The word derives 
from the Greek, a burnt offering, a sacrifice by fire. It is one of the greatest crimes in human history. 
And we are cautioned to learn its lessons. Historian Timothy Snyder argues that “The history that we 
might understand is rather different than the history that we generally remember and that if we did 
it right the lessons that we draw from the present and the future would be different lessons than the 
ones we draw now. And that’s important,” Snyder says, “because whether we like it or not we are 
already drawing lessons from the Holocaust. We do it all the time. But what if we understand the 
Holocaust incompletely or even incorrectly, then we’ve drawn the wrong lessons and we may be 
accelerating disaster rather than preventing it.”

Air Date: 24 April 2022: The Russian invasion of Ukraine with its horrific atrocities and massive 
refugee crisis has turned the world upside down. The war will have a huge impact on global food 
security as both countries are major exporters of wheat, barley and other grains. As usual, the media 
provide very little context and background. We are told ad nauseum that the Russian invasion was 
unprovoked. A careful look at history reveals a slightly more nuanced picture. To explain is not to 
excuse Moscow’s criminal attack. Meanwhile, as two-time legendary Medal of Honor winner Marine 
Corps General Smedley Butler reminds us, “War is a  racket.” U.S. weapons corporations are lining 
up to feed at the trough. Before the war is over many Ukrainians and Russians will die while 
Raytheon, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman will make money hand over fist.

Air Date: 17 April 2022: The Russian invasion of Ukraine with its horrific atrocities and massive 
refugee crisis has turned the world upside down. The war will have a huge impact on global food 
security as both countries are major exporters of wheat, barley and other grains. As usual, the media 
provide very little context and background. We are told ad nauseum that the Russian invasion was 
unprovoked. A careful look at history reveals a slightly more nuanced picture. To explain is not to 
excuse Moscow’s criminal attack. Meanwhile, as two-time legendary Medal of Honor winner Marine 
General Smedley Butler reminds us, “War is a  racket.” U.S. weapons corporations are lining up to 
feed at the trough. Before the war is over many Ukrainians and Russians will die while Raytheon, 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman will make money hand over fist.



Air Date: 10 April 2022: Capitalism’s origins, several centuries ago, can be traced to the 
expropriation of the commons and its transformation into private property. Since those hoary 
beginnings, it has evolved into an economic system based on the private ownership of the means of 
production and its operation for profit. In the last forty years or so capitalism has evolved into its 
neoliberal phase characterized by deregulation, punishing bubbles, economic crises and jaw-
dropping income and wealth inequality. The system’s egregious excesses are sometimes addressed by 
lawmakers who serve up temporary bromides to placate the restless many. But they are just tinkering 
around the edges making cosmetic changes. The system is fundamentally the same. There is no 
alternative we are told. Why isn’t there?

Air Date: 3 April 2022: In the old communist countries, comrades who fell out of favor were crudely 
cut out of photographs. Today in the Digital Era it’s easy to electronically eliminate a person and/or 
their work. Take Chris Hedges. His show On Contact was aired on RT, a Russian state TV network. It 
was on YouTube when suddenly its six-year archive of programs disappeared. Hedges said this, “I 
vanished. In totalitarian systems you exist, then you don’t. I have a hard time seeing how a detailed 
discussion of Ulysses or the biographies of Susan Sontag and J. Robert Oppenheimer had any 
connection in the eyes of the most obtuse censors in Silicon Valley with Vladimir Putin.” And then he 
warns, “If this happens to me, it can happen to you.”

.


