
3. Covetousness will eat you alive

So, in our modern-day world of celebrities, sports, rock and film stars, etc. we see 
abundance of vanity and competition where looks, possessions, and the like are concerned. It’s 
been said that a good definition of covetousness is, “wanting something that someone else has.” 
Another definition could be, “not actually wanting what/whoever it is, but just not wanting the 
other person to have it.”

So, what is covetousness? Why is it bad? Why does God repeatedly, in His Word (the 
Bible), warn us about covetousness and tell us to stay away from it?

Is there a better way to live in this crazy, materialistic society in which we find 
ourselves? On the program we’ll be looking at today, Pastor Ben Courson and company tackle 
these questions in a humorous way, looking at covetousness.
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As Kate Fisher (one of Ben’s guests) points out, jealousy is at the heart of covetousness. 
When we are not satisfied with what we’ve been blessed with, we can have a tendency to not 
want others to have what they’ve been blessed with (in other words, misery loves (and wants) 
company).

However, the cure for covetousness can be found in God’s Word. The Book of Hebrews 
in chapter 13 and verse 5 says, “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” When we understand that 
God is our Father (if we’ve been born again by His Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus, His only 
Son) we can be satisfied with all that He has given to us. He’ll never fail nor forsake us. If I have 
God, why would I be jealous of what you have and dissatisfied with what I have?

I need to keep my focus on God, and I will be at peace and totally content. It’s when I get 
my focus off of my Father that I begin to play the dangerous game of comparing myself to 
others. If the world could just understand this, things would be so much better.


