
ISSUES/PROGRAM LISTING 

 

STATION: WDIO/WIRT  REPORTING PERIOD1: Jan. 1 – March 31, 2021  DATE FILED2: April 9, 2021 

 

 

Date of 

Program 

 

Time & 

Duration 

 

Type of 

Program3 

Issues Addressed 

by Program4 

 

 

Narrative Describing How Issue Was Treated 

Daily 

throughout 

the quarter 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 8AM, 

12PM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

 

25 hours,  

40 minutes, 

51 seconds 

News COVID-19 

pandemic 

Every WDIO/WIRT newscast and news update offered continuing 

coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic and related issues, including: 

-Updates on the spread of COVID-19 in the Northland and the nation 

-Reports on emerging variants 

-Updates on testing efforts, including changes to testing locations and 

hours and reports on one-time clinics 

-Updates on changing restrictions imposed by state and local 

government units to slow the spread of COVID-19 

-Reports on how businesses continued to adapt to protect the safety of 

customers and comply with government restrictions 

-Reports on the pandemic’s impact on major events such as Grandma’s 

Marathon 

-Updates on eligibility for the COVID-19 vaccine 

-Updates on locations and times of COVID-19 vaccine clinics 

-Reports on efforts by elected officials to provide relief to citizens and 

businesses 

-Updates on changing plans by educational institutions 

-Ongoing updates from the Minnesota Department of Health and the 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

                                                 
1 Reporting Period:  a: January 1-March 31; b: April 1-June 30; c: July 1 – September 30; d: October 1 – December 31. 
2 List must be placed in public file on: Jan. 10; April 10; July 10; October 10 
3 State whether program was:  PSA, Public Affairs, News Feature, etc. 
4 Report actual issue treated, NOT category of issue. 



 

1/1, 1/12, 

2/3-2/5, 2/11-

2/12, 2/17-

2/18, 2/22-

2/25, 2/27, 

3/1, 3/4, 3/5, 

3/8-3/12, 

3/15-3/19, 

3/22-3/26, 

3/28-3/31 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

 

2 hours, 46 

minutes, 30 

seconds 

News Chauvin Trial Continuing coverage of the high-profile trial of former Minneapolis 

Police Officer Derek Chauvin in the death of George Floyd included 

reports on planning for the trial, security efforts surrounding the trial, 

the jury selection process, opening arguments, and the beginning of 

witness testimony. 

1/3, 1/4, 

1/27, 1/28, 

3/22, 3/23 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

25 minutes, 

24 seconds 

News Homelessness Coverage of efforts to help people experiencing homelessness included 

a report on a mobile shower unit being deployed in Duluth, a look at 

how shelters were helping people get through the coldest nights of the 

winter, and a report on plans to create permanent warming centers. 

1/4, 1/5, 

1/12, 1/23 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

10PM 

12 minutes, 

36 seconds 

News Human 

trafficking 

News coverage included a report highlighted human trafficking's 

disproportionate impact on Native American women and the importance 

of prevention and awareness efforts. 

1/5, 1/6, 

1/11, 1/12, 

1/15, 1/22, 

1/28, 1/29, 

1/30, 3/11, 

3/12, 3/16, 

3/23 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

 

19 minutes, 

41 seconds 

News Pipeline 

construction 

Ongoing news reports provided updates on Enbridge's Line 3 

replacement project, including reports on court filings, protess, and the 

progress of construction. 

1/8, 1/9, 

1/12, 1/14, 

1/15, 1/16, 

1/19 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

19 minutes, 

16 seconds 

News Response to U.S. 

Capitol Violence 

In the wake of the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, news reports on 

Minnesota's response included coverage of Gov. Tim Walz's call for 

civililty, calm, and peace on a tour stop in Duluth and a report on 

security changes at the state capitol. 



1/13, 1/14, 

1/15, 2/16, 

2/24, 2/25, 

3/3, 3/4, 3/5, 

3/15, 3/16, 

3/19, 3/26 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

 

20 minutes, 

25 seconds 

News Precious Metals 

Mining 

News coverage about the ongoing debate over proposed copper-nickel 

mining projects in northeastern Minnesota included a report on 

legislation that some say would force mine owners to prove their plans 

can work but that others say would simply block any project, as well as 

a report on Rep. Pete Stauber's push to get the projects approved. 

1/17, 1/18 5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

23 minutes, 

21 seconds 

News Racial Justice News reports marking Martin Luther King Jr. Day centered around 

racial justice issues, including an interview with Duluth Human Rights 

Officer Carl Crawford about bringing people together and a look at the 

messages event organizers were hoping to spread despite restrictions 

caused by the pandemic. 

1/21, 2/17 5AM, 6AM, 

10PM 

4 minutes, 7 

seconds 

News Vehicle 

emissions 

standards 

A news report explained new vehicle emissions standards being planned 

by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

1/22, 3/17, 

3/26 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

14 minutes, 

14 seconds 

News Dredging debris 

on beach 

News reports explained how decades-old aluminum cans came to be 

dumped on a Minnesota Point beach and what the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers said it was doing to clean it up and prevent it from happening 

again. 

1/26, 1/27, 

1/29, 2/2, 

2/3, 2/26, 

3/11, 3/18, 

3/19, 3/23, 

3/24 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

28 minutes, 

14 seconds 

News Minnesota 

budget 

discussions 

Ongoing news coverage of Minnesota's budget process included report 

on Gov. Walz's vision for education and his overall budget proposal, 

reaction to the governor's proposal from Northland legislators, a look at 

how it would affect spinal cord and traumatic brain injury research, and 

the House DFL's proposal. 

1/29, 2/11, 

2/12 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

11 minutes, 

7 seconds 

News Growler sales 

regulations 

News reports explained why Minnesota rules forced a Two Harbors 

brewery to stop selling growlers and changes proposed by state 

legislators. 



 

1/31 5AM, 6AM, 

10PM 

8 minutes, 

29 seconds 

News Business growth 

amid pandemic 

A news report looked at the launch of several small businesses in 

Ashland despite the pandemic. 

2/1, 2/2, 2/8, 

2/17, 2/18, 

3/24, 3/25 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

14 minutes, 

3 seconds 

News Recreational 

marijuana 

proposal 

Continuing coverage of a proposal to legalize recreational marijuana for 

adult use included a look at law enforcement concerns. 

2/2, 2/3, 

3/25, 3/26 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

15 minutes, 

37 seconds 

News Duluth Catholic 

school expansion 

News reports explained plans for Duluth's Catholic school system to 

add high school classes. 

2/2, 2/3, 2/8, 

2/9 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

10 minutes, 

47 seconds 

News Hibbing 

Taconite's Future 

Continuing coverage of Hibbing Taconite's future source of ore 

included reports on Gov. Tim Walz's involvement in negotiations and 

Cleveland-Cliffs' statements about finding a solution. 

2/16, 2/17, 

2/18 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

13 minutes, 

20 seconds 

News Duluth city-

owned golf 

courses 

A news report explained why the Duluth city administration was 

proposing the eventual closure of Lester Park Golf Course and 

improvements to Enger Golf Course, and what the timeline would be. 

  

2/18, 2/19 5AM, 6AM, 

9PM, 10PM 

10 minutes, 

7 seconds 

News Child care needs A news report highlighted the findings of a study of child care needs in 

Greater Minnesota. 

  



 

2/21, 2/22, 

3/9, 3/10 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

13 minutes, 

35 seconds 

News St. Louis Co. 

film incentive 

A news report explained how St. Louis County leaders hoped a film 

incentive would spur economic growth. 

2/22, 2/23, 

3/3, 3/4 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

12 minutes, 

43 seconds 

News Hermantown 

sales tax 

News reports explained how money raised by a proposed sales tax 

increase in Hermantown would be spent. 

2/23, 2/24, 

2/25, 3/15, 

3/16 

5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

19 minutes, 

17 seconds 

News Natural gas price 

spike 

News reports explained how regulators and utilities responded to a 

sudden spike in natural gas prices caused by storms in the southern U.S. 

2/23, 2/24, 

3/26 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

13 minutes, 

5 seconds 

News Duluth police 

accountability 

Coverage of issues of police accountability and racial justice included a 

report on the creation of a new position intended to improve 

accountability and training in the police department, as well as a report 

by the NAACP about use of force and arrest rates disproportionately 

affecting Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities in 

Duluth. 

3/3, 3/4, 

3/12, 3/17, 

3/18, 3/20, 

3/25, 3/26 

5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

27 minutes, 

4 seconds 

News Asian-American 

discrimination 

News reports explained concerns about discrimination against Asian-

Americans, including a report on a vigil for victims of shootings in 

Georgia and reports on how elected leaders responded to the concerns. 



 

3/5 5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

4 minutes, 

14 seconds 

News Duluth harbor 

infrastructure 

A news report showed some of the infrastucture issues in the Duluth-

Superior Harbor and explained how they were being repaired. 

3/8, 3/9 5AM, 6AM, 

9PM, 10PM 

7 minutes, 5 

seconds 

News Moccasin Mike 

Road name 

change 

A news report explained why Superior leaders were considering 

changing the name of Moccasin Mike Road and the history of Native 

Americans in the area of the road. 

3/11 5PM, 6PM, 

10PM 

3 minutes, 

11 seconds 

News Pension relief A news report provided an update to ongoing coverage over concerns 

about Teamsters' pensions in light of the federal government approving 

new relief. 

3/16, 3/17 5AM, 6AM, 

7AM, 5PM, 

6PM, 9PM, 

10PM 

9 minutes, 

57 seconds 

News County fair 

funding 

A news report explained why a Minnesota legislator believed state 

funding was needed to help county fairs resume as the pandemic 

continues. 

3/18, 3/31 5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

9 minutes, 

12 seconds 

News Mesabi Metallics News reports provided updates on efforts to complete a mine 

construction project near Nashwauk that began more than a decade ago, 

and an approaching deadline. 

3/23, 3/24 5AM, 6AM, 

9PM, 10PM 

6 minutes, 

50 seconds 

News Lakewalk 

reconstruction 

A news report explained the last steps of repairs and reconstruction to 

Duluth's Lakewalk, and the changes made to prevent future storms from 

causing new damage. 

3/25, 3/26 5AM, 6AM, 

5PM, 6PM, 

9PM, 10PM 

5 minutes, 

56 seconds 

News Canisteo Mine 

Pit outflow 

A news report explained a consultant's recommendations on a possible 

solution for rising water levels in the Canisto Mine Pit. 



 

1/2, 1/3, 1/9, 

1/10, 1/16, 

1/17, 1/23, 

1/24, 1/30, 

1/31, 2/6, 

2/7, 2/13, 

2/14, 2/20, 

2/21, 2/27, 

2/28, 3/6, 

3/7, 3/13, 

3/14, 3/20, 

3/21, 3/27, 

3/28 

10:30 PM 

 

1 hour, 18 

minutes 

News Mining Industry A three-minute "This Week in Mining" segment aired Saturday and 

Sunday nights and summarized the week's developments in the mining 

industry.  (Not included in the total are several repeats of the segment 

which aired early Sunday morning.) 

1/3 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

A look back at the politics and issues that dominated 2020, from 

legislation following George Floyd’s death to the first impeachment of 

President Donald Trump. 

1/10 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Members of Minnesota’s Congressional delegation explain what they 

went through during the Jan. 6 siege of the U.S. Capitol, which led to, 

among other things, President Trump being removed from Twitter. The 

Minnesota Legislature begins its new session focused on covid-relief 

and balancing the state’s budget. 

1/17 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

The U.S. House impeached President Donald Trump again, saying he 

incited the riots at the U.S. Capitol building. In Minnesota, the plan to 

expand Covid-19 vaccinations to people 65 and older begins taking 

shape. 

1/24 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Joe Biden was inaugurated as the 46th President of the United States 

with Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar taking a prominent role in 

introducing him during the ceremony. The Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency is considering changing rules that would affect vehicle emission 

standards. 



 

1/31 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Gov. Tim Walz released the details of his proposed budget, which 

includes a boost in education funding and a $1.7 billion increase in 

taxes. Minnesota lawmakers from both parties have competing ideas for 

addressing elections and ballot access. 

2/7 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Republicans and DFLers can’t agree on public safety funding ahead of 

the high-profile murder trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin. A bill to legalize recreational-use marijuana is introduced in 

the Minnesota House. 

2/14 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Gov. Tim Walz announces eased restrictions on restaurants, bars and 

other hospitality industry businesses. Meanwhile, federal officials say 

they’re concerned with what they’re saying is an increase in extremism 

– and how it could impact democracy. 

2/21 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Two weeks from the start of former Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin’s trial, the DFL-controlled House couldn’t gain enough votes 

to pass a public safety-funding bill that would help support law 

enforcement agencies. Former Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Alan 

Page makes a renewed push for an education amendment to the state’s 

constitution. 

2/28 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

The Walz administration unveiled a new timeline for COVID-19 

vaccinations and when more people will be eligible. The governor also 

outlined his plans to beef up infrastructure spending and help rebuilding 

businesses in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

3/7 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Lawmakers in Washington and in St. Paul address what they’ve deemed 

systemic racism by introducing a passing legislation intended to reform 

policing. U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar talks about the importance of the 

George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, while State Rep. John Thompson 

discusses a $500 million proposal at the state level. 

3/14 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Republican Congressman Pete Stauber joins the show to explain his 

political future, which includes whether or not he’ll run for governor of 

Minnesota. This week marks the one-year anniversary of Gov. Tim 

Walz declaring a peacetime state of emergency due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 



3/21 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

DFL Gov. Tim Walz joins the show to discuss governing during a 

pandemic, the closing and reopening of businesses, and future 

vaccination efforts during a one-on-one interview. It comes as the 

governor is forced to quarantine after a staffer tested positive for 

COVID-19 and possibly exposed a number of elected officials. 

Republican and former state Sen. Scott Jensen announced he’s running 

for governor, focusing much of his early efforts on Walz’s response to 

the pandemic. 

3/28 9AM 

 

30 minutes 

Public 

Affairs 

Minnesota 

Politics 

Everyone 16 and older will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine under 

the greatest expansion since vaccines came to Minnesota in December. 

Republican Senate Majority Leader Paul Gazelka and DFL House 

Speaker Melissa Hortman discuss the governor’s peacetime emergency 

powers, the state budget and potential tax increases, and whether or not 

marijuana and sports betting will be legalized this year. 

 


