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This quarterly significant issues report reflects concerns facing our local communities, and details how our radio station is 

responding through weekly public affairs programming, news reports, PSAs and streaming content. Our award-winning 

public affairs program, ‘For The People’ is locally produced by Public Affairs Director John Voket, and features multiple, 

extended focus segments and several local PSAs.  

 

The producer regularly interacts with residents, representatives of local, regional and national organizations, as well as 

visiting political and community leaders to help ascertain issues and initiatives relevant to listeners. These sources help 

qualify programming decisions and identify guests attempting to understand, explain and/or address these concerns. The 

producer also monitors daily news reports to stay informed, and to respond quickly when incidents or issues require more 

detailed or expanded focus.  

 

This quarter, our programs included reporting on: CT Atty. Gen. William Tong - WBDC - Series Pt. 1: You've Got Mental 

Health Parity-Now What? - 11th Annual Citizens For Easton Farm Tour - The Community Fund for Women & Girls - Pt. 2: 

You've Got Mental Health Parity - Now What? - 9th Homerun for Heroes - Music Matters Summer of Rock - 4th Freedom 

Isn't Free Ride - Aspetuck Land Trust - CHDI's Bounce Back Initiative - CT Women’s Hall of Fame - CT Science Center's - 

Council on Environmental Quality - AAA Northeast - Abilis - CT Folk Fest & Green Expo - MADD CT - Homes for the Brave - 

Alzheimer's Assoc. CT - Site Projects New Haven - New England Young at Heart - Workplace Stress Mitigation - 'No 

Excuses March for Education' - CT River Source to Sea Cleanup - Sunshine Wheels - Chelsea University - Ability Beyond - 

Dads Matter Too - UConn’s Native Plants & Pollinators Conference -Bigelow Tea Community Challenge - CT Women's 

Education And Legal Fund - CT Partnership for Long-Term Care - The Valley Community Foundation - the Alexander 

Jordan Jamieson Foundation 

 

Our program occasionally features a series or “special report” - extended focus on a particular theme, or multi-faceted 

coverage on more broad or complicated issues. Our specials and series continue to focus on Connecticut's organic farms, 

farmers and gardeners; stigmas facing individuals with disabilities or mental health issues; water preservation and 

conservation; big draw municipal events like the Barnum Festival and the International Festival of Arts & Ideas; residents' 

opinions about how state government and leadership are affecting their economic quality of life; as well as ways new 

research and treatments are helping discover cures and treatments for cancer and other life threatening diseases. 

‘For the People’ is scheduled to air Sunday morning at 6 am, and each program is available after broadcast as a podcast on 

our station’s website and on iTunes. Two to three local PSAs are aired during each program promoting numerous causes, 

agencies, charities or programs serving our listeners.  

This quarter, our PSA notifications informed listeners about: Centerstreets Bike Event - 4th Annual Freedom Isn't Free 

Ride for Homeless Vets - Sunflowers For Wishes benefiting Make-A-Wish CT - Citizens for Easton farm Tour - AAA Car 

Seat Safety Clinic - Elder Life Program at Griffin Hospital - RIC New Haven Animal Shelter benefit - 8-1-1 Call Before you 

Dig reminder - Newtown Yoga Fest - Gateway Community College Super Saturday Registration Sessions - Pie Eating 

Fundraiser for NF - CT Women's Education & Legal Fund Women Who Make-a-Difference fundraiser - New England Young 

At Heart Fall Health & Wellness Showcase - Kidzfest 2019 for Human Services Council - CT Partnership for Long Term 

Care - Stamp Out Stigma - Lockwood Matthews Mansion 12th Annual Flea Market - NAMI Fairfield Family Support Group - 

Main Street Waterbury Community Partnership Award - CLEP Exams at Housatonic Community College 
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Connoisseur CT hosts LoveCT.com – a web clearinghouse promoting and supporting individual and collective stations’ 

community service partnerships, which is evolving through cooperative efforts among our stations’ programming, 

promotions, and client partners. We continue to inform listeners as this and other community outreach initiatives develop, as 

well as an annual grant program that supports critical community efforts. 

 

Connoisseur’s CTBoom.com website also promotes our radio stations’ public outreach and support of smaller neighborhood 

causes or ‘boutique’ charities serving our communities - as well as agencies and nonprofits that are supported by our 

stations' promotional efforts and commercial partners. 

 

In 2019, For The People continues focusing on critical community issues related to: 

 

● Aging / Veterans (A/V) – Highlighting people, programs, local, state, or regional agencies, and/or legislation - and 

how they respond to critical issues involving Connecticut veterans and/or our maturing population.  

● Environment / Agriculture (Ev/Ag) – focusing on issues, local agencies and/or initiatives that may impact, protect, 

preserve, and/or enhance the environment and Connecticut's agricultural sustainability. 

● Government / Volunteerism (G/V) – promoting governmental or political issues or political leaders - and 'boutique' 

or hyper-local causes partnering with - or requesting station and/or staff assistance - because they recognize our 

broadcast platform's value, and the responsiveness we inspire throughout our listening area. 

● Health / Safety (H/S) – highlighting issues, agencies, and activities specifically related to health and/or safety. 

● Workforce / Consumer / Tourism (W/C/T) – reporting on initiatives, agencies, or programs dealing with local, 

state, national and/or global economic situations affecting Connecticut and/or the communities we serve; economic 

and workforce development; and/or programs directed to consumer education/protection; along with focusing on 

events or activities related to the state's tourism industry. 

● Youth / Education (Y/Ed) – responding to education-related issues and/or concerns facing those under age 21 

across Connecticut and our listening area.  

 

Each 'For the People' segment report designates its related area(s) of coverage; approx. length and time of airing. As public 

affairs director, I make every effort to ensure each significant issue is addressed during at least one program each quarter. 

The extended nature of our program presents opportunities to include more than one significant issue or area of coverage to 

be addressed in a particular segment, series, 'Special Report,' or entire program. And since ‘For the People’ is syndicated 

regionally and webcasts / podcasts globally, subject matter may contain content of national, regional and/or state-wide 

interest as well as community-specific impact. 

 

Everyone at Connoisseur Media is proud of the efforts and energy our staff contributes through company initiatives and 

individually in their own communities. We invite you to review our public affairs coverage below as evidence of our 

broadcast commitment to those communities and listeners across the State of Connecticut. 

 

Submitted by- 

 

John Voket 

Director of Public Affairs - WPLR / WEZN / WFOX / WEBE / WICC 

440 Wheelers Farms Rd, Suite 302 

Milford, CT 06461 / 203-783-8285  

john.voket@ConnoisseurCT.com 
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Issue 

Related 

To 

Guest / Cause  Responding to Community, Regional or Statewide Issue 

Airdate, 

Time & 

Duration 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Attorney General 

William Tong 

How is Connecticut's new Attorney General doing six months into his job? 

Our  visit with Connecticut's new Attorney General William Tong detailed his ascent to the 

state's top law enforcement job, and revealed how he is keeping his focus on a number of 

issues both here and across the country that could impact the health, welfare, and safety of 

state residents and others. He covered agency work from battling the Trump administration 

over tax deduction restrictions and clean air standards to his work fighting for maximum 

compensation from the Purdue Pharma opioid debacle. 

07-14-19 

6:02am 

15m 

W/C/T 

Women's 

Business 

Development 

Council 

Where can women find low or no-cost business support, loans and workshops to help them 

thrive in Connecticut's economy? 

The founder of the Women's Business Development Council called in with a packed rundown 

of low-cost and mostly free WBDC seminars, webinars, and one-on-one opportunities to fill 

the summer with training and education for women - and all state business owners and 

professionals. 

07-14-19 

6:17am 

20m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Mental Health 

Parity Series Pt. 1 

What does Connecticut's newly-enacted mental health parity law mean for folks most 

impacted?  

This segment was our first look at Connecticut's new Mental Health Parity law through the 

eyes of agencies whose residents and clients will benefit from it most. We checked in with 

Mountainside to begin learning how this new state law will support and assist the thousands 

of state residents and families challenged by mental health issues in a series we called: 

'You've Got Mental Health Parity - Now What?' 

07-14-19 

6:39am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

W/C/T 

Citizens for 

Easton Farm Tour 

How can Fairfield County residents learn about local farm to table agricultural resources?  

We headed out to one of the state's largest global orchid farms to tout the 11th Annual 

Citizens for Easton Farm Tour. The visit also helped promote J&L Orchids 50th Anniversary. 

We got all the details on tour participants, and a crash course on the magic, mystery, history, 

and botanical particulars that make orchids so unique and sought after. 

07-21-19 

6:02am 

15m 

G/V 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Community Fund 

for Women & Girls 

Where can financially challenged families and schools turn for help with gifted students and 

those hoping to pursue STEM education? 

The Community Fund for Women & Girls checked in detailing a package of recently delivered 

grants totaling $130,000 to12 nonprofits working to advance gender equity in the region. We 

zeroed in on several programs receiving grants and learned why the fund decided to make a 

huge investment in the statewide Connecticut Collective for Women & Girls. 

07-21-19 

6:17am 

20m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Newport Academy 

What does Connecticut's newly-enacted mental health parity law mean for folks most 

impacted?  

In the second installment of our series: 'You've Got Mental Health Parity - Now What?' - we 

sought perspective from the Newport Academy residential teen treatment center about how 

Connecticut's new Mental Health Parity law will support and assist their clients and thousands 

of state residents and families challenged by mental health issues. 

07-21-19 

6:39am 

15m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Homerun for 

Heroes 

Is there a one-stop place for local vets to go to learn about resources they may need? 

We brought in a couple of representatives from Sikorsky Aircraft - partnering with Teamsters 

Local 1150 hosting the 9th Homerun for Heroes. This charity baseball game honored and 

supported local veterans and their families with a big job fair and loads of resources for vets in 

the region like one of the beneficiary agencies we heard from - the Connecticut Veterans 

Legal Center. 

07-28-19 

6:02am 

15m 



G/V 

Y/Ed 
Music Matters 

Where can special needs kids and teens go to learn how to play or experiment with musical 

instruments?  

Our guests invited listeners to their first-ever Summer of Rock 2019 - an all day music festival 

that included concerts, music workshops, food, vendors, and tons of fun happenings. The 

event was organized by the grassroots organization Music Matters - so we talked with its 

co-founders about their mission, the festival, and its primary beneficiary Abilities Without 

Boundaries. 

07-28-19 

6:17am 

20m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Freedom Isn't 

Free Foundation 

Is Connecticut still facing challenges involving homeless veterans?  

We welcomed the Freedom Isn't Free Ride Foundation and discovered how one Connecticut 

vet who was injured in combat, faced another tragic battle when he came home - trying to 

simply find a place to live. So he formed a nonprofit that assists other vets who have fallen 

through the cracks and are currently homeless. We also promoted the t4h annual Freedom 

Isn't Free Ride, that helps support the organization's work. 

07-28-19 

6:39am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

Aspetuck Land 

Trust 

Can my yard be landscaped or maintained in a way that also benefits the greater state and 

global environment?  

We touched base with the Aspetuck Land Trust to hear all about about its expanding Fairfield 

County Green Corridor initiative - how listeners and others can be a part of it - and how folks 

across Connecticut can create green corridors to enhance their community's environmental 

health. 

08-04-19 

6:02am 

15m 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

CT Child Health & 

Development 

Institute 

Are there any programs so children who suffered trauma can have a chance to experience 

the best opportunity to recover? 

We caught up with the Child Health & Development Institute to hear more about the agency's 

work addressing childhood trauma and about a brand new and ultimately successful 

school-based program 'Bounce Back' assisting students experiencing traumatic stress - aptly  

08-04-19 

6:17am 

20m 

G/V 

Y/Ed 

Connecticut 

Women’s Hall of 

Fame 

What role did Connecticut 'sisters' play in the fight to win women the right to vote?  

This segment celebrated the The Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame 25th Anniversary and its 

“Rise Up Sisters!” traveling banner exhibit that tells stories of how Connecticut women 

struggled beside so many others to win women the right to vote. We talked about why the 

CWHOF was focused on this issue ahead of the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 

19th Amendment to the United States Constitution - which not only gave women the right to 

vote, but ensured their access to the political process. 

08-04-19 

6:39am 

15m 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Connecticut 

Science Center  

How can a young student get excited about STEM education? 

We focused on education as it relates to our state's workforce and future - and the 

Connecticut Science Center's brand new program called “STEM Career Connections,” a 

comprehensive initiative designed to inspire students in the fields of Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), setting them on a path to careers in today’s economy.  

08-11-19 

6:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

W/C/T 

CT Council on 

Environmental 

Quality 

Is it true the Connecticut lobster industry is crashing while we're gaining new bird species 

because of global warming?  

In our mission to explore the effects and impact of global warming on our state - we welcomed 

the director of the Council on Environmental Quality to talk about solid evidence detailing why 

our warming environment is promoting the expansion of certain species while others, like 

lobsters, are heading north to cooler waters. 

08-11-19 

6:17am 

20m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

AAA Notheast 

How do those complicated dashboard monitors contribute to distracted driving crashes? 

We brought in our state spokesperson for AAA to learn about initiatives and studies impacting 

residents' safety on our roadways. We heard about hazards related to in-car infotainment 

systems - especially involving older drivers - the state's 'slow down-move over' law to help 

protect responders - and ways AAA is working to remind drivers about checking their vehicles 

for Takata airbag recall. 

08-11-19 

6:39am 

15m 



H/S 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Abilis 

Are any regional nonprofits serving the disabled experiencing an expansion of its services?  

This morning we heard about a lower Fairfield County nonprofit called Abilis that has been 

serving the disabled and developmentally challenged in our region for nearly 70 years. We 

learned about their ambitious expansion plans, several key programs they offer, and a 

number of activities to help support their work including an upcoming talent show, and the 

second annual Dancing Stars of Greenwich competition. 

08-18-19 

6:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

CT Folk Fest & 

Green Expo 

Where can I go to learn the latest ways to help promote environmental awareness and good 

environmental stewardship. 

We headed outside for a visit to New Haven's Edgerton Park to meet the co-president and 

organizer of the CT Folk Fest & Green Expo. We heard how this annual environmental 

celebration and educational experience was pairing loads of great music with vendors and 

education stations offering tips, advice and information about how listeners could make their 

home, community and our state more environmentally sustainable. 

08-18-19 

6:17am 

20m 

G/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving 

Does Mothers Against Drunk Driving do anything besides promoting safe driving reminders 

around the holidays? 

We invited a victims services specialist from Mothers Against Drunk Driving to remind 

listeners about the important work MADD does year-round to help educate and advocate 

against impaired driving - and remind listeners about their Walk Like MADD events happening 

in Fairfield and Branford. 

08-18-19 

6:39am 

15m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

Homes for the 

Brave 

Is there a one-stop agency that can help support homeless veterans?  

We featured one of the premier veterans service agencies in our region - Homes for the Brave 

- helping veterans by providing housing and services along with case management, life skills, 

vocational services, computer classes, and mental health services. And we invited listeners to 

support their important work by taking the 2019 Step Up for the Brave Stair Climb Challenge 

at Webster Bank Arena. 

08-25-19 

6:02am 

15m 

A/V 

H/S 

Alzheimer's 

Association CT 

Where can I go to learn more about dementia and Alzheimer's disease? 

Two representatives from Alzheimer's Association CT explained how listeners could become 

advocates for the association, new legislation resulting from that advocacy, services available 

to individuals and caregivers, new research, and the seven upcoming Walks to End 

Alzheimer's. 

08-25-19 

6:17am 

20m 

G/V 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Site Projects New 

Haven 

Are there any new public art exhibits or local initiatives supporting them? 

We introduced the co-founder of Site Projects New Haven, a nonprofit that commissions world 
class public artworks, programming, and events in partnership with local agencies and 

organizations to enhance New Haven's and the region's cultural heritage and diversity. And 

we invited listeners to the upcoming free 15th anniversary Site Projects celebration. 

08-25-19 

6:39am 

15m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

New England 

Young at Heart 

Where can folks find programs and resources for aging residents and their caregivers?  

We set out for Oxford and the new offices of New England Young at Heart to loop listeners in 

with this community resource for aging adults and their families. We heard about the agency's 

history, and how listeners could attend one or more of the nonprofit's social and educational 

workshops and events throughout September and year-round for ALL ages. 

09-01-19 

6:02am 

15m 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Mitigating 

Employer / 

Employee Stress 

Is stress taking a toll on Connecticut's workforce - and its workers?  

A couple of health and human resource experts came in to talk about stress - particularly how 

stress affects overworked employees - and how employee stress affects employers' bottom 

lines, productivity, and liability. 

09-01-19 

6:17am 

20m 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

New Haven Adult 

& Continuing Ed 

How can continuing education programs support our local workforce?  

We made no excuses inviting listeners to support and be part of the New Haven Adult & 

Continuing Education Centers "No Excuses - March for Education" - bringing awareness to 

educational and workforce development support offered in adult education programs 

throughout the state. 

09-01-19 

6:39am 

15m 



Ev/Ag 

H/S 

Connecticut River 

Conservancy 

Isn't that Connecticut River Cleanup happening soon?  

We connected with the Connecticut River Conservancy’s (CRC), to call on all listeners who 

care about the state and region's environmental quality to participate in the 23rd Source to 

Sea Cleanup. We heard how this annual event has grown into one of the largest river 

cleanups in the country, and why the conservancy needed as many as 3,000 volunteers this 

year to continue the tradition of getting dirty for cleaner rivers. 

09-08-19 

6:02am 

15m 

A/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Sunshine Wheels 

Are there any alternatives for people who need regular or occasional non-emergency medical 

transportation?  

We were proud to help introduce a first of its kind service in Connecticut tied to 

non-emergency medical transportation - and how the New Horizons residential care 

community is opting to transport their Medicaid residents to doctor appointments rather than 

relying on transportation companies to provide this service through its recently launched and 

expanding Sunshine Wheels program. We also learned why the initiative caught the eye and 

received support through the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. 

09-08-19 

6:17am 

20m 

A/V 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Chelsea 

University 

Is there a place to learn better financial management practices on my schedule - oh yeah, and 

for free?  

This segment highlighted financial literacy and how anyone who could use a little help 

managing their money could tap into the free, online Chelsea University financial literacy and 

community education program created by Chelsea Groton Bank to empower individuals, 

families and businesses to take control of their finances.  

09-08-19 

6:39am 

15m 

A/V 

H/S 
Ability Beyond 

Where can disabled residents go for job training and opportunities to enjoy greater 

independence?  

We let listeners in on how they could help a young person or adult with a disability trying to 

become more independent by learning about Ability Beyond - a nonprofit providing support 

Connecticut residents with disabilities through groundbreaking programs in supported living, 

along with recreational, and educational enrichment that's helping empower individuals to live 

full and rewarding lives. And we invited listeners to bring their clubs and rackets to Ability 

Beyond's benefit golf and tennis tournament. 

09-15-19 

6:02am 

15m 

G/V 

Y/Ed 

CT DCF 'Dads 

Matter Too' 

Community Day 

How is the state's child protective agency promoting fatherhood initiatives 

We welcomed back one of the founders of the CT DCF Dads Matter Too Community Day - a 

statewide celebration of dads, foster dads, grand dads, any gentleman making a difference in 

a child's life. We invited listeners to come and meet community providers, get a free haircut, 

smack a few hits in a home run derby, and show family pride in the Fathers Mile Walk. Our 

stations have regularly support this annual event held in Waterbury, that is about educating, 

informing, and empowering fathers and father figures while strengthening and increasing their 

roles in the lives of children. 

09-15-19 

6:17am 

20m 

Ev/Ag 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

UConn’s Native 

Plants & 

Pollinators 

Conference  

Is there a place for landscapers and gardeners to learn the latest techniques for promoting 

pollinators and improving the environment? 

We got the full low down on this year's UConn’s Native Plants and Pollinators Conference 

from one of the event's organizers. We shared info about planned presentations featuring 

current science-based research and information on supporting pollinators in managed 

landscapes for gardeners, growers, green industry professionals, landscape service providers 

landscape architects, and municipal workers. 

09-15-19 

6:39am 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

32nd Annual 

Bigelow Tea 

Community 

Challenge 

How many agencies is the Bigelow Community Challenge helping in Fairfield County?  

We were so thrilled to be previewing an event we support every year - the 32nd Annual 

Bigelow Tea Community Challenge. We'll check in with Cindi Bigelow to get specifics on how 

and why listeners should consider being a part of it, and we folks from Caroline House and 

Horizons at GFA - two of the 22 recipient nonprofits benefiting from the event. 

09-22-19 

6:02am 

29m 



H/S 

Y/Ed 

Connecticut 

Women's 

Education And 

Legal Fund 

Where can I find a specific organization serving marginalized women?  

The director of the Connecticut Women's Education And Legal Fund checked in to discuss 

how this organization is advocating for and empowering women and girls in Connecticut - 

especially those who are underserved or marginalized. And we learned more and met two 

honorees of CWELF's upcoming One Woman Makes a Difference Awards Dinner. 

09-22-19 

6:17am 

21m 

A/V 

H/S 

CT Partnership for 

Long-Term Care 

Does Connecticut still have an agency dedicated to educating and assisting residents with 

obtaining long-term care?  

For the latest segment of many over the past decade, the director of Connecticut's 

groundbreaking Partnership for Long-Term Care checked in  to tell listeners how the State of 

Connecticut is working in alliance with the private insurance industry creating options to help 

plan and meet future long-term care needs without depleting vital assets to pay for care. And 

we promoted two upcoming free seminars to help state residents understand the Partnership 

and how to obtain affordable long-term coverage. 

09-29-19 

6:02am 

15m 

A/V 

G/V 

H/S 

Valley Community 

Foundation 

Can I create an endowment that can support a scholarship program- or even my local 

volunteer fire and ambulance services?  

We headed out to the Valley Community Foundation (VCF) to learn how this organization is 

helping make the lower Naugatuck Valley a better place to live and work, by connecting 

private philanthropy to the long-term public good of the Valley's communities. We got 

information about programs the agency is planning for National Estate Planning Awareness 

Month in October. 

09-29-19 

6:17am 

20m 

G/V 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Alexander Jordan 

Jamieson 

Foundation 

How can one person's outreach help positively influence an entire community? 

We hosted an inspiring pair of representatives from the nonprofit Alexander Jordan Jamieson 

Foundation, which is fighting the battle against clinical depression and suicide through 

MUSIC, and providing music lessons and instruments to young people battling depression. 

And we invited listeners to celebrate the life of Alex as the Milford Skate Park was renamed in 

his memory in early October. 

09-29-19 

6:39am 

15m 

    

 


