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1 
ANIMAL RESCUE 

(My ConVersation) 
Unwanted pets are a byproduct of accidental litters 
caused by pet owners who do not spay or neuter 
their animals. How does the community find homes 
for these unwanted dogs and cats? Pam Brasil, 
Executive Director at the Valley Animal Haven in 
Lemoore, works to place these pets in loving homes. 
Valley Animal Haven is a fully donation-based, “no 
kill” animal shelter.  They do not receive any state, 
federal, or local government funding. In 2017 they 
placed 744 dogs and cats into homes through animal 
adoption. 
 

1/14/2018 11:19AM 7:34 

2 
WEATHER 

(My ConVersation) 
Most of the time, our weather in The Central Valley 
and the surrounding foothill communities is quite 
comfortable. But, there are times where we can 
experience a wide variety of dangerous weather 
patterns that produce extreme heat, flash floods, and 
even the occasional tornado. Today’s guests are 
Jerald Meadows & Kevin Lynott, Meteorologists with 
the Hanford/San Joaquin Valley Weather Forecast 
Office. They explain how it is their mission to protect 
life and property through weather, water and climate 
information. Though the office is located in the heart 
of the Central Valley (in Hanford, California) their 
service area extends beyond that. With 21 
employees, they serve our residents in many ways. 
They educate the public about weather safety 
(tornado safety, fog safety, etc.…), they are the point 
of origin for weather alerts through their Emergency 
Management System, and, of course, they predict 
the weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/4/2018 11:09AM 7:25 
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3 
LITERACY 

(My ConVersation) 
Literacy is one of the keys to success. The Tower Free 
Library does not want a person’s financial limitations 
to impede their ability to enjoy a book. Meghan 
Melissa, co-creator of the Tower Free Library discusses 
this valuable community project. 
Started in 2014, the Tower Free Library provides 4 
custom made bookshelves called libraries. These 
libraries are located throughout the Tower District in 
front of businesses and homes. Each distribution 
location (library) is stacked with a variety of books 
received by donation. Anyone is welcome to take 
and keep one or more books at no charge.  
In addition, the Tower Free Library will again be 
hosting their annual fund-raising event, Blind Date 
With A Book, happening this spring. Proceeds from this 
event go back into the Tower District by benefitting 
local literacy programs, local after school programs 
and local schools. 
  

2/4/2018 
3/4/2018 

11:50AM 
11:50AM 

5:56 
5:56 

4 
PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES  
 

(My ConVersation) 
One out of every 10 children under the age of 14 has 
some type of special need, which includes any 
physical, cognitive, or medical disability, or chronic or 
life-threatening illness. Danielle Vaughn, Founder & 
CEO of Community Keys 4 Needs, Inc, discusses how 
her organization helps provide resources, support and 
enrichment services for children with special needs 
and their parents that promote optimal health and 
wellness. Community Keys 4 Needs will be holding a 
free Zumba Launch Party on November 10th at 
6:30pm. The Zumba Launch Party is open to special 
needs children of all ages & abilities. 
 

2/11/2018 2:10PM 6:56 

5 
CULTURAL & 
RELIGIOUS 
UNDERSTANDING 

(My ConVersation) 
Often, when an individual experiences a personal 
problem they turn to their church for guidance and 
support. But, how do those at the church know how 
to help? Stephen Ministry Leader, Bruce Blau, explains 
how Stephen Ministry congregations equip and 
empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—
to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered 
care to people who are hurting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/11/2018 2:19PM 7:02 
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6 
GANG 
INTERVENTION, 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

(My ConVersation) 
At the time of this interview, the Fresno area is 
experiencing a rise in gang related violence. To 
address this serious threat to public safety, the Fresno 
Police Department has put an additional 95 officers 
on the streets. The Fresno Police Chief has also 
enlisted the help of local inner-city clergy to reach 
out to these gangs to quell the violence. The lead 
pastor in this effort is today’s guest, DJ Criner from 
Saint Rest Baptist Church. Pastor Criner explains how 
before he answered the call, in his youth he was 
involved in the gang life. This perspective aids in his 
mission to thwart inner-city crime and violence. His 
strategy includes creating a personal relationship with 
individuals at risk of going down the wrong path. 
 

2/18/2018 3:00PM 8:10 

7 
NUTRITION 
 

(My ConVersation) 
Proper nutrition for infants and young children is key 
to their development. Today’s guests are Thomas 
Brand and Gene Thao from the United Centers of the 
San Joaquin, WIC (Women, Infants & Children) 
Program. United Health Centers of the San Joaquin 
Valley is a private non-profit organization whose 
purpose is to provide comprehensive medical, dental 
and community health services to the medically 
underserved in the central San Joaquin Valley. They 
are licensed by the State of California as a 
community health center, and the Federal and State 
governments designated us as a Federally Qualified 
Health Center (FQHC). Through the WIC program, 
they serve pregnant women, postpartum women, 
infants and children under age 5 by not only giving 
them science-based nutritional information, but also 
provides them with vouchers that allows them to buy 
healthy foods for their families. 
 

2/25/2018 11:19AM 6:56 

8 
SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

(My ConVersation) 
Learning life skills are an important part of 
adolescence. The Edison High School Robotics team 
participates in a nationwide program called, FIRST. 
The program is more than robots. The robots are a 
vehicle for students to learn important life skills, have 
a vision, confidence and a sense that they can 
create their own future (source: firstinspires.org). 
Garret Walton, Ellery Alkotob, and Dylan Palafox are 
all students of Edison High School and members of 
the robotics team. They discuss an upcoming 
fundraiser to support the team and raise awareness 
of the FIRST program. 
 

3/4/2018 11:40AM 7:33 
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9 
COMMUNITY 

(My ConVersation) 
Fresno CityFest is the result of over 225 churches and 
organizations in the valley, coming together to 
organize a free festival for the community. Chelsea 
Miller, Public Relations Director for the Luis Palau 
Association, discusses the free family-friendly festival 
taking place on April 1-2 featuring concerts with 
Grammy award winning artists, kid zone, spots clinics 
and fitness competition. 
 

3/25/2018 11:00AM 6:45 

10 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

(My ConVersation) 
Katherine Franco founded the Treyson Foundation 
after her son Treyson was born with a rare digestive 
disorder and lost most of his intestines at birth. Due to 
this, Treyson is dependent upon intravenous and tube 
nutrition. Katherine discusses the foundation’s 
upcoming Zumbathon taking place on March 25 to 
raise awareness and funds for research. Her hope is 
that doctors will one day be able to take a child’s 
stem cells and grow their own intestines for intestinal 
transplantation. 
 

3/25/2018 11:09AM 6:51 

11 
CHILD 
DELINQUENCY & 
REHABILITATION 

(My ConVersation) 
In December 2016, 128 youths under the age of 18 
were arrested by the Fresno Police Department 
(source:www.fresno.gov/police/records-reports). How 
should a community deal with teens who run afoul of 
the law? The Valley Teen Ranch houses 32 teen males 
whom have been court ordered into their program. 
There they are helped Mentally, Physically, Socially 
and Spiritually with Schooling, Therapy, Recreation 
and Vocational Training. Connie Clendenan, Valley 
Teen Ranch CEO, explains how they help these 
young men. In addition, Valley Teen Ranch will be 
celebrating their 30th anniversary with an event on 
May 12th. Proceeds from the event will benefit the 
organization. 
 

4/20/18 11:40AM 6:56 

12 
CHILD ABUSE 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
Yolanda King, spokesperson for My Hope & Future 
Advocacy Services, discusses this group’s mission to 
end Child Abuse, Child Exploitation and Human 
Trafficking by collaborating with faith-based 
organizations to create Training, Awareness and 
Prevention. To bring attention to their cause, My Hope 
& Future Advocacy Services will be hosting an event, 
“Zumbathon”, on April 22nd. 

4/20/17 11:50AM 6:42 

 


