
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (October to December 2015) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/13/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Massachusetts Teachers Association President Barbara Madeloni and The Boston Foundation 
President Paul Grogan debate charter schools. 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/16/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
WGBH's Cristina Quinn profiles a local startup that is tackling the student debt issue by getting 
employers to help employees pay down student loan debt faster.  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/08/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
City Connects is a program that started in the ‘90s. But now, Boston College is taking things to 
another level, with social workers planted in more than 70 schools in four different states. The goal? 
To identify and help students struggling with out-of-school-issues, so they can focus on learning.  
 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/04/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
The birthdays of Kids who live in homeless shelters are often overlooked. A Newton woman is 
working to change that, bringing birthday parties, and perhaps something more, to thousands of 
homeless kids. 
 
Basic Black, L 11/13/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
Some Boston neighborhoods already feel underserved by the MBTA, and with winter approaching 
we ask city officials what these communities should expect from the transit authority ahead of the 
next major storm. 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/18/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
A Grand Prix Racing track is scheduled for development in South Boston. WGBH's Adam 
Reilly asks the organizer if city taxpayers are getting taken for a ride.   
 
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Basic Black, L 10/30/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
Basic Black panelists are joined by the first Chief Resilience Officer for the city of Boston, the 
newly appointed S. Atyia Martin. Dr. Martin brings her background in emergency planning to 
Boston and surrounding communities.  
 
Greater Boston, L 11/16/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Former Massachusetts Secretary of Public Safety Andrea Cabral and founder of the Western 



Jihadism Project Jytte Klausen and Ground Truth Project Head Charlie Sennott discuss the Paris 
attacks and the security implications for Massachusetts. 
	  
Basic Black, L 12/18/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
This year has been tragically and persistently the year of the gun. The Basic Black panel looks at 
the impact of potential reforms and the resistance to such reforms. 
 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/08/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
At the Wyss Institute at Harvard University, robotics expert and biomedical engineer Conor 
Walsh and a team of engineers are developing a soft robotic glove so those with loss of hand motor 
control can grab something and pick it up. 
 
Basic Black, L 10/09/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
The panelists cover three topics:- Hispanic Heritage Month - as with all the “heritage” months, we 
ask, does this month have the same relevance/significance as it does when it was conceived and if 
so, does it need to change for contemporary times?  The Latino Vote 2016 - as the presidential 
campaign for 2016 continues momentum, are the candidates and parties engaging and mobilizing 
the Latino vote. How do we as a country move toward solving the persistent challenge of 
immigration reform? 
 
Basic Black, L 11/06/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
The panelists discuss the relevance of ethnic newspapers today as they celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Bay State Banner, which has been geared toward the readership interests of the 
African-American community in Boston since 1965. 
 
 
V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 
PBS Newshour, N 11/19/15 6pm, 60 min. 
The new study, “The Growing Gap in Life Expectancy by Income” by the National Academy of 
Sciences shows a dramatic increase in the gap between the life expectancy of the rich and the poor. 
At age 50, the life expectancy for males born in 1930 with high lifetime earnings (in the top 20 
percent) was five years greater than their counterparts with low lifetime earnings (in the bottom 20 
percent). But for males born in 1960 (who are now age 55), that gap is 13 years. For females, the 
gap grew from four years for those born in 1930 to 14 years for those born in 1960. What’s even 
more astounding is that life expectancy at age 50 for the poorest 20 percent has dropped by a half 
year for males and four years for females. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 12/12/15 6pm, 60 min. 
Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt convened a group of policy people from across the political 
spectrum to talk about issues of concern to each side, and discovered that one issue everyone really 
cared about was poverty. The group worked together for more than a year to produce a report, 



released last week, entitled Opportunity, Responsibility and Security: A Consensus Plan for 
Reducing Poverty and Restoring the American Dream. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 12/27/15 6pm, 60 min. 
NewsHour’s Hari Sreenivasan interviews the authors of,  $2.00 A Day: Living On Almost Nothing 
In America. Kathryn J. Edin and H. Luke Shaefer reveal that there are nearly 1.5 million American 
households with practically no cash income. 
That figure has been on the rise, nearly doubling since 1996 — the same year that a major welfare 
reform bill was passed.  
 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 
The New Environmentalists, L 11/08/15, 4:30pm, 30 min. 
The latest installment of the Emmy Award-winning series featuring inspiring portraits of six 
passionate and dedicated activists. These are true environmental heroes who have placed 
themselves squarely in harm's way to battle intimidating adversaries while building strong 
grassroots support. The New Environmentalists share a common goal - safeguarding the Earth's 
natural resources from exploitation and pollution, while fighting for justice in their communities. 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/17/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Everyone loves wind power, but will it ever happen here? Cape Wind President, Jim Gordon , first 
proposed the idea more than a decade ago. The plan was to put as many as 130 turbines in 
Nantucket sound. But since its approval, a slew of lawsuits slowed things to a crawl. 
Many thought the final blow came this past January. When Cape Wind missed a deadline to secure 
financing and start construction, the two utilities that had agreed to buy power from the farm 
terminated their contracts. In the meantime, some other wind developers, including the world’s 
leader, have entered the scene. 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/14/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Is the COP 21 climate deal one which will help save the world, or just a lot of hot air? Sloan School 
Of Management Professor John Sterman and UMass McCormack School Of Policy and Global 
Studies Dean David Cash, both just back from Paris, debate.  
 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/15/15, 7pm, 30 min.  
A closer look at the at the medication Suboxone, which has been called a  "miracle drug" for 
heroine addicts. Advocates  report that unlike methadone, Suboxone can be prescribed in ordinary 
clinical settings where  patients get vital treatment — and some key moral support.  Critics say that 
it’s sold on the black market and that it replaces one addiction with another.  
 
Greater Boston, L 10/21/15, 7pm, 30 min.  
Massachusetts General Hospital's Dr. Constance Lehman and Breast Cancer Survivor Nancy 
Koehn discuss new mammogram guidelines. 



 
Basic Black, L 11/13/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
The panelists take look at Massachusetts’s communities of color and addiction amidst the current 
opioid crisis: treatment vs. criminalization. Are substance abusers of color invisible? 
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/15/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Fortune Senior Editor Dan Primack and The Boston Globe Business Columnist Shirley 
Leung discuss the economic viability of fantasy sports websites like FanDuel and Boston-based 
DraftKings. Can they be considered as new businesses?  Are they legal? Regulatable? Taxable?  
 
Greater Boston, L 10/27/15, 7pm, 30 min. 
Massachusetts Gaming Commission Chair Stephen Crosby discusses dropping gambling revenues 
and the state of the gambling industry in Massachusetts.  
 
Basic Black, L 11/20/15, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
A discussion of black buying power. A recent study by the Nielsen Company predicts that African-
American buying power will hit $1.1 trillion by 2015. 
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 10/05/15, 4am, 30 min.  
Assessing Pope Francis's Visit - Host Bob Abernethy and Managing Editor Kim Lawton lead a 
conversation on the impact of the Pope's actions and messages with John Carr, director of 
Georgetown University's Initiative on Catholic Social Thought, and Pat Zapor, who covered the trip 
for Catholic News Service.  
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 11/09/15, 4am, 30 min.  
America's Religious Freedom Ambassador - The US Ambassador-at-Large for Religious Freedom, 
Rabbi David Saperstein, is finishing his first year as the State Department's point man on religious 
persecution and discrimination around the world. Saperstein is the first non-Christian in the 
position. Kim Lawton talked with him about the biggest challenges for international religious 
freedom and what he has learned in his new position. 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 12/07/15, 4am, 30 min.  
Ethics of Gene Editing - Hundreds of scientists, ethicists and policymakers from around the world 
are meeting in Washington this week to discuss guidelines for manipulating human genes through a 
new technique known as "gene editing." The technique has the potential to help cure devastating 
illnesses. But some ethicists are concerned that people could also use it for cosmetic or physical 
enhancement. Betty Rollin reports about the therapeutic potential of gene editing and the possible 
moral consequences.  
 
END REPORT 


