
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 

Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (January to March 2015) 

 

 

I. Education/Schools/Youth 

 

Greater Boston, N 01/14/15, 19:00 am, 30 min. 

2 guests – Stephanie Leydon, WGBH News; Paul Reville, Former Massachusetts Secretary of 

Education 

A big focus for Governor Charlie Baker – as he settles into office – is education. And he used his 

inaugural address to send a clear message about his plans to act on that issue. Charter schools have 

long been at the heart of a passionate debate over how to best improve public education. As part of 

our Focus on Charting the Next Course for Massachusetts, WGBH reporter Stephanie Leydon 

looks at charter schools. 

 

Greater Boston, N 02/09/15, 19:00 am, 30 min. 

Segment 3: NFL Marketing to Kids 

2 guests – Josh Golin, Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood; Dr. Michael Rich, 

Pediatrician and Founder, Center on Media and Child Health 

With the Super Bowl just a few short days away, the excitement surrounding the NFL is more 

intense than ever, especially in New England. But a new report out claims the league may be going 

too far in how it markets to kids – from online tools to children’s television, in schools and more. 

The group Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood is the group behind the report. 

 

Segment 4: ―Whipping Boy‖  

Bullying is an issue that’s been getting a lot of attention over the last few years. But bullies have 

been around forever, and they leave an undeniable, long-lasting impact on their victims. 

Author Allen Kurzweil detailed his 40-year search for the boy who tormented him so long ago in a 

new book called "Whipping Boy." It’s a cross between memoir, thriller and good old-fashioned 

investigative journalism. 

 

Greater Boston, N 03/02/15, 19:00 am, 30 min. 

Segment 2: Boston Schools Superintendent Candidates 

1 guest – John Connolly, Former Chair of Boston City Council Education Committee 

Conventional wisdom says there are two major issues for city mayors, where they can’t afford to 

drop the ball — snow removal and public schools. For Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, the verdict is 

still out on the snow. And when it comes to the schools, how we ultimately judge Walsh will 

depend largely on what happens this week. Tomorrow the Boston School Committee will select 

one of these four finalists to be the next superintendent of schools across the city. In addition to 

navigating a district in transition, whoever the committee selects will have to overcome a lot of 

criticism surrounding the search process. 

 

 

II. Housing/Urban Development 

 

Italian Americans, N 2/17/15, 9:00 pm, 120 min. 

http://www.allenkurzweil.net/


La Famiglia (1890-1910) - A brief history of the Italian Risorgimento provides the context for the 

great flight from the mezzogiorno region.By the late 19th century, Italians begin to put down roots 

and "Little Italys" spring up in urban areas throughout the U.S. But the first generation, holding 

onto language and culture, is branded "outsiders" and mistrusted by non-Italians. In New Orleans, 

this mistrust explodes into violence and 11 Italian Americans are murdered by an armed mob. 

Meanwhile, in San Francisco, a second-generation Italian American saves his community from 

disaster while creating one of the greatest financial institutions in America.  

 

Greater Boston, L 03/18/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Income Disparity and Unaffordable Housing in Boston 

Two headlines that paint a troubling picture for the city appeared in today’s Boston Globe. One 

reported that Boston is among the worst cities when it comes to income inequality – 3rd worst to 

be precise. Another, that the unaffordability of housing in the region is getting even worse. 

Starbucks workers are being asked to hand-write the slogan Race Together on the coffee cups they 

serve. And President and CEO, Howard Schultz, released a video to the company, explaining it. 

 

 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/08/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Boston and Paris now share some sad common ground.  Both cities have suffered terror attacks 

carried out by Islamic extremists – but the similarities don’t end there.  The accused in the 

Marathon bombing and in the assault on the offices of Charlie Hebdo are pairs of brothers.  In both 

instances – the suspects escaped – a manhunt ensued – and in the chaotic aftermath – a police 

officer was shot and killed at point blank range – though it’s unclear at this point whether the 

French murder is linked to the attack.  Of course – there are a number of distinctions between the 

two attacks.  In Boston – a weapon of mass destruction was detonated – killing and injuring 

victims at random.  The Paris attackers wielded guns – and had specific targets. 

 

Greater Boston, L 02/23/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

The case of Richard Sharpe drew a lot of attention when it first broke more than a decade ago. 

Sharpe was a wealthy, Harvard-educated dermatologist who lived on the North Shore. In 2000, he 

was accused of killing his wife, Karen Sharpe, whom her family mourned very publicly, as 

Richard Sharpe’s trial unfolded. And one of the most sensational aspects of the case — that drew 

even more public attention — was Richard Sharpe’s history of dressing up as a woman. Sharpe 

was convicted of his wife’s murder in 2001 and sentenced to life in prison. He was later acquitted 

of charges of trying to hire a hit man to kill the prosecutor in his first trial. And he twice tried to 

commit suicide, ultimately succeeding in 2009. My guest tonight is a woman who went through 

much of this at Sharpe’s side as his friend. 

 

Greater Boston, L 03/05/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Segment 2: Gamergate and PAX East 

The video game conference PAX East is coming to Boston this weekend, but one local gaming 

company will be conspicuously absent. Giant Spacekat, which is staffed by women, says it’s 

skipping PAX East after receiving dozens of death threats. It’s the latest twist in the bizarre 

scandal known as ―Gamergate.‖ It all started when people went online and criticized a female 



game designer name Zoe Quinn — both personally and professionally — after her game, 

―Depression Quest,‖ came out. And the harassment quickly escalated. Quinn was threatened with 

violence. Her personal information was posted online. And when others defended her, they were 

harassed as well. Among those defenders was Brianna Wu the co-founder of video game company 

Giant Spacekat. As a result, she too says she was harassed. Ultimately, her company decided to 

skip its planned appearance at this weekend’s convention. 

 

 

IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 

 

Greater Boston, L 1/22/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Since the closure of Boston Harbor’s Long Island shelter in October, there’s been much debate 

over how to care for the homeless people who resided there. But the island also hosted another 200 

people in substance abuse recovery programs. And replacing those lost services has been a 

significant challenge. WGBH News reporter Anne Mostue spoke with one group of women – 

reclaiming their lives together, in a new setting. 

 

Greater Boston, L 2/2/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

It’s been exactly four years since the Arab Spring forever changed Egypt. The world watched it all 

unfold on television as, for more than two weeks, massive crowds gathered in Cairo’s Tahrir 

Square – calling for President Hosni Mubarak to step down. On February 11
th

, 2011, they got their 

wish. Mubarak handed over power to the military and the changes began. But since then, Egypt 

seems to have gone from one tyranny to another. Clashes have persisted. Protesters have been 

arrested. And in just the past 24 hours, nearly 200 people were sentenced to death – accused of 

playing a role in the deadly violence in 2013, following the ouster of Islamist president Mohamed 

Morsi. So how did we get to where we are today? And is there an end in sight? That’s the subject 

of the new book, ―Once Upon A Revolution,‖ which examines the events of 2011 through the 

stories of two very different types of revolutionaries. 

 

Greater Boston, L 3/13/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

For the first time in two decades, the mayor of Boston will be marching along the snow-shortened 

route. That’s because after years of stubborn, Supreme Court-protected bigotry, parade organizers 

have said yes to Out-Vets, a group of gay, lesbian bisexual and transgender military veterans. 

Charlie Baker will march along with the mayor, as will new congressman Seth Moulton, he of four 

tours of duty in Iraq. Moulton will march alongside Out-Vets, telling the Globe: "Gay rights are 

the civil rights fight of our generation." So while the jokes may be from another century, the 

parade is finally from this one. All of Boston should be proud! 

 

 

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

 

Greater Boston, L 1/12/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

When Governor Charlie Baker took office last week, he acknowledged a host of serious challenges 

facing Massachusetts. Among them – homelessness. In fact, homelessness has risen faster in 

Massachusetts than in any other state. That’s why it’s the first topic in our weeklong Focus Series 

on how Governor Baker is Charting the Next Course for Massachusetts. WGBH News Reporter 



Craig LeMoult has the details of Baker’s plan. So are Baker’s plans to get homeless families back 

on their feet enough? 

 

Greater Boston, L 2/4/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Nurses are the backbone of every hospital, but the work is also back-breaking, sometimes literally. 

Health care workers suffer the highest rate of back, neck and shoulder injuries of any profession, 

including construction workers. Why that’s happening is the subject of an extensive, multi-part 

series by NPR’s Investigations Unit called ―Injured Nurses.‖ In partnership with NPR, WGBH 

News reporter Stephanie Leydon takes a look at how health care professionals here in 

Massachusetts are doing. So why has legislation addressing the epidemic of injured nurses 

languished on Beacon Hill? State Senator Harriette Chandler is sponsoring a bill that would 

require safe patient handling techniques in Massachusetts hospitals. 

 

 

VI.  Environment/Ecology 

 

Greater Boston, L 2/15/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

Segment 3: Anthropocene Epoch 

1 guest – Heather Goldstone, WGBH Science Editor 

An international group of two dozen scientists says plastics are a hallmark of a new period in 

geological history. They call it the ―Anthropocene.‖ 

 

Nova: Extreme Ice, N 1/4/15, 4:00 am, 60 min. 

In collaboration with National Geographic, NOVA follows the exploits of acclaimed 

photojournalist James Balog and a scientific team as they deploy time-lapse cameras in risky, 

remote locations in the Arctic, Alaska, and the Alps. Grappling with blizzards, fickle technology, 

and climbs up craggy precipices, the team must anchor cameras capable of withstanding sub-zero 

temperatures and winds up to 170 mph. The goal of Balog's team's perilous expedition: to create a 

unique photo archive of melting glaciers that could provide a key to understanding their runaway 

behavior and their potential to drive rising sea levels. Some models now project a one-meter sea 

level rise over the next century, which could displace millions of people everywhere from Florida 

to Bangladesh and require trillions of dollars in new coastal infrastructure investments. But, 

alarmingly, these models don't reflect recent findings that glaciers in Greenland and Antarctica are 

melting at an ever-faster rate. What explains this alarming acceleration, and just how do you figure 

out what's happening inside a gigantic wall of ice? In this high-action scientific adventure, NOVA 

investigates the mystery of the mighty ice sheets that will affect the fate of coastlines around the 

world. 

 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 

Architect Michael Graves: A Grand Tour, N 1/11/15, 4:30 am, 30 min. 

For many, the name Michael Graves is synonymous with the "whistling bird" Alessi teakettle and 

an array of affordably stylish household products bearing the Graves Design imprint at Target 

stores. But Graves is also a renowned architect who transformed America's built environment with 

buildings in the 1980s that took a whimsical approach to classical forms. In early 2003, in the 

midst of his successful career, a mysterious and potentially fatal illness left him partially 

paralyzed. Graves survived after undergoing years of painful rehab, but his ordeal opened an 



unexpected new chapter in his illustrious career -- designing hospital furniture and homes for 

wounded war veterans. His goal is to transform traditionally cold institutions into environments 

that promote healing. 

 

Twice Born – Stories from the Special Delivery, N 3/30/15, 8:00 pm, 60 min.  

Dr. Holly Hedrick performs a rare EXIT procedure and attempts to remove a tumor from a fetus 

still attached to her mother. Bobby and Shelly anxiously wait to find out if they are candidates for 

fetal surgery to repair their baby's spine. 

 

Nova: Vaccines – Calling the Shots, N 2/11/15, 8:00 pm, 60 min.  

Diseases that were largely eradicated 40 years ago are returning. Across the world, children are 

getting sick and dying from preventable conditions because nervous parents are skipping their 

children's shots. How do parents decide whether to vaccinate or not, and what are the risks to the 

child and to society? Featuring research scientists, pediatricians, psychologists, anthropologists, 

and parents, this program travels the globe to look at the science behind vaccinations, track 

epidemics, and investigate the serious human costs of opting out. 

 

Frontline: The Vaccine War, N 3/24/15, 10:00 pm, 60 min.  

Public health scientists and clinicians tout vaccines as one of the greatest achievements of modern 

medicine. But for many ordinary Americans vaccines have become controversial. Young parents 

are concerned at the sheer number of shots -- some 26 inoculations for 14 different diseases by age 

six -- and follow alternative vaccination schedules advocated by gurus like Dr. Robert Sears. Other 

parents go further. In communities like Ashland, Oregon, up to one-third of parents are choosing 

not to vaccinate their kids at all. And some advocacy groups, like Generation Rescue, argue that 

vaccines are no longer a public health miracle but a scourge; they view vaccines as responsible for 

alarming rises in certain disorders, including ADHD and autism. This is the vaccine war: On one 

side sits scientific medicine and the public health establishment; on the other a populist coalition of 

parents, celebrities (like Jenny McCarthy), politicians and activists. It's a war that increasingly 

takes place on the Internet with both sides using the latest social media tools, including Facebook 

and Twitter, to win the hearts and minds of the public. 

 

 

VIII.  Economy/Business 

 

America by the Numbers, N 1/11/15, 12:30pm, 30 min. 

With a collective purchasing power of $3 trillion, people of color are quickly becoming the 

nation's most sought-after consumers. Iconic brands are reexamining their marketing strategies in 

order to stay competitive in the changing marketplace. Latinos, with a buying power of $1.2 

trillion, are at the heart of this new consumer focus. We take an exclusive look inside LatinWorks, 

one of the most successful multicultural ad agencies in the country, and learn how they are 

speaking to the multicultural millennial market. 

 

Greater Boston, L 12/1/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

If you know anything about Massachusetts politics, you know that it's easier for Democrats to win 

here than Republicans, and the power of unions is a big reason why. But a new lawsuit filed by an 

Arizona-based conservative organization could change that. Right now, unions can give up to 



$15,000 to candidates, political parties, and political committees. But businesses can give nothing. 

The Goldwater Institute says it wants to level the playing field. And today, it filed a lawsuit in 

Suffolk Superior Court to change state campaign finance law. Critics of the move argue that more 

money in politics is the last thing we need. But one of the suit’s plaintiffs, Michael Kane, a small 

business owner who heads up the group Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance, says it’s a simple issue of 

fairness. 

 

 

Greater Boston, L 3/23/15, 7:00 pm, 30 min. 

The push to bring the Olympics to Boston has not exactly been smooth sailing. So this week, the 

group behind the effort, Boston 2024, is launching a new campaign. They’ve taken out full-page 

ads in both the Globe and the Herald, in which they list the ten principles that form the basis of the 

city’s bid. Among them were promises to use the Olympics as a means to improve public 

transportation and affordable housing development, create jobs, and to protect the city and state 

from financial risk. Number ten on the list of criteria that must be met was that a majority of 

people support the bid. 

 

 

IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 

 

Jewish Journey: America, N 3/08/15, 2:00 pm, 120 min.  

A film that tells the three part story of I) Jewish life in the old country, II) the reasons behind 

leaving their respective homes and journeying to the US and III) both the establishment of 

communities and the great accomplishments made in the US. 

 

Deepak Chopra: The Future of God, N 3/18/15 9:30 pm, 120 min.  

Faith meets science in DEEPAK CHOPRA: THE FUTURE OF GOD - a ground-breaking and 

thought provoking 60-minute public television pledge special in which world renowned spiritual 

teacher and medical doctor Deepak Chopra demonstrates that the tools of our most advanced fields 

of science can be used to answer some of these fundamentally spiritual questions. Most 

importantly, Dr. Chopra will argue that Religion and Science, when understood at the highest 

levels, do not contradict each other and, in fact, actually complement each other! Dr. Chopra 

argues that even those of us brought up in a largely secular, materialistic world, without a devout 

connection to a religious tradition, can still have a more productive vital life, and a greater sense of 

well-being and happiness, if we gain a more intimate and powerful connection to the Divine 

Wisdom of the ages. By combining science, history and philosophy, as only Deepak Chopra can, 

he delivers a program that embodies and celebrates so much of what is central to the mission of 

public television: An ongoing, curious and engaging, quest into what it means to be human. 

 

Independent Lens, N 3/23/15, 10:00 pm, 60 min.  

Filmmaker Lacey Schwartz grew up with two loving Jewish parents. When she discovers that the 

man she's always assumed was her father is not her biological parent, she unlocks a powerful 

family secret about her real father's identity. 
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