
KMMS AM – AM 1450 and KPRK AM – 1340 AM (full simulcast), 2019 Q2 
Quarterly Issues Program List 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter. 

Section 1 – Issues: 

1. Health Care – Federal and state lawmakers and the impact of their decisions on 

healthcare for for citizens of our area and state. 

2. Agriculture Economy – Concern over trade tariffs and international trade policies by the 

Federal Government and their impact on area farmers and ranchers. 

3. Population and Economic Growth – Economic and population growth leading to more 

restrictive zoning, workforce shortages and higher demand on a variety of services and 

resources in local area and its impact on local business. 

4. Native American Missing Persons – Impact of the ability for Native American citizens to 

use federal permissions for traditional cultural practices and their impact on Native 

American and non-Native American citizens in our communities. 

5. Cost of Housing – Rising real estate and housing prices, increased property taxes and the 

impact on residents in Bozeman. 

 

Section 2 – Responsive Programs: 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 

1.  Health Care 

Tom & Sean, April 5, 2019, 8:30AM, duration 20 minutes.  Discussion with guest Montana 

Attorney General Tim Fox regarding the potential repealing of the Affordable Care Act, the 

financing of Medicaid and the impact of both on Montana residents that use the services.  

Attorney General Fox expressed his opinions on covering pre-existing conditions and citizens’ 

ability to choose their own health care providers. 

Tom & Sean, April 12, 2019, 6:05AM, duration 20 minutes.  Discussion regarding the failure of 
Medicaid expansion in the Montana Senate and its impact on residents of the state.  Stated that 

96,000+ lower income Montanans currently use the expanded Medicaid program and will have 

significant financial issues in maintaining their healthcare with the Montana Senate failing to 
pass the new bill for continuation. 

Tom & Sean, April 19, 2019, 6:30AM, duration 15 minutes.  Discussion regarding the passing by 
the Montana House of Representatives the Medicaid expansion bill with several new 

amendments.  The bill allows the expanded Medicaid program used by over 96,000 Montana 



low-income citizens to continue for an additional 6 years.  Governor Steve Bullock was expected 

to sign the bill into law. 

Tom & Sean, April 29, 2019, 8:05AM, duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with Montana Senate 

President Scott Sales and Steve White of Badbills.com regarding the impact of the Medicaid 
expansion bill passing.  Also included opinions and questions from callers.  First time healthcare 

services have been provided for able-bodied citizens between 18-64 years of age. 

2. Agriculture Economy 

Tom & Sean, April 8, 2019, 6:30AM, duration 20 minutes.  Discussion regarding the recent tariffs 

on China and the corresponding tariffs placed on the United States that impacted agricultural 

exports to China.  These tariffs by China had an immediate significant negative impact on 

Montana farmers and ranchers as well as Bozeman area farmers and ranchers specifically. 

Tom & Sean, April 17, 2019, 6:30AM, duration 30 minutes.  Discussion regarding the recent 
tariffs on China and the corresponding tariffs placed on the United States that impacted 

agricultural exports to China.  Specifically discussed the negative economic impacts to Montana 
farmers dealing in soybean exports.  Also speculated on the length of the trade war between 

the U.S. and China.  Included discussions with callers on the topic. 

Tom & Sean, April 22, 2019, 8:05AM, duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with guest financial 

expert Mike McCormick discussing the impact of China’s tariffs on the United States, specifically 

the economic impact on area farmers and ranchers.  Talked about taxes on tariff’d items going 
back to the farmers and ranchers and a “beefed up” Farm Bill also helping out the negative 

financial results to the farmers and ranchers in response to the China tariffs. 

Tom & Sean, June 28, 2019, 7:30AM, duration 25 minutes.  Discussion with guest Joe Dooling, 

candidate for U.S. House of Representatives regarding various state-wide agricultural issues.  

Dooling, a longtime area farmer and rancher, says the farm community is in crisis.  Dooling 
wants to maintain Montana’s rural areas by supporting farmers and ranchers through the 

government.  Also discussed tariffs on U.S. agricultural products to China and stated that that 
accounted for approximately 10% of the recent turndown financially in those products, many 

from the state of Montana. 

3. Population and Economic Growth 

Tom & Sean, April 16, 2019, 8:05am.  Duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with guest City 

Commissioner Jeff Krauss regarding City Commission meeting discussing new zoning restrictions 

in downtown Bozeman.  Discussed how downtown is changing in a business sense due to some 

of the re-zoning that moreso emphasizes the tourist industry as it relates to downtown 

businesses.  He also discussed the impact on Bozeman businesses as the rapid population 

growth and the expense of doing business downtown “spread out” businesses from the 

downtown core.   

Tom & Sean, April 23, 2019, 8:05am.  Duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with guest City 

Commissioner Jeff Krauss regarding City Commission meeting discussing the new decision by 



the committee to begin “force annexing” of land into the city of Bozeman.  This is in response to 

tax equity issues of non-city residents enjoying the resources of the city without paying city 

taxes.  This increases the tax base to pay for additional resources for Bozeman’s fast growing 

population.   

Tom & Sean, June 11, 2019, 8:05am.  Duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with guest City 

Commissioner Jeff Krauss regarding the recent increase in property tax assessments.  With the 

addition of a new high school to accommodate the needs of a significantly higher number of 

students due to population growth, tax assessments to pay for the school mill levy increased 

dramatically.  Many listeners asked questions regarding the operating costs of the school and 

the justification behind the much higher taxes. 

Tom & Sean, June 25, 2019, 7:05am.  Duration 30 minutes.  Discussion with guest Emily 

Klungtvelt, Economist with Job Service, regarding workforce shortage in a strong economy with 

a growing population.  Discussed how the high cost of housing combined with a robust 

economy makes it difficult for businesses to find employees to fill job openings.  Lower wage 

industries are impacted the most, as more desirable jobs at a higher level of pay exist as 

options.  For Bozeman specifically, there are also a lot of college degree holders that have the 

education and skills for those higher level jobs. 

4. Native American Missing Persons 

Tom & Sean, June 7, 2019, 7:05am.  Duration 20 minutes.  Discussion regarding the high 

percentage of unsolved missing persons among Montana’s and the nation’s Native American 

populations.  Most studies point to kidnapping, human trafficking and other issues to explain 

the inordinately high statistics for Native Americans.  Discussed the Montana Indigenous 

Persons Task Force created by Montana Attorney General Tim Fox to address the problems of 

jurisdictional and communication issues between tribal and local police forces as well as 

collaboration to solve these cases and better protect Native American citizens.   

5. Cost of Housing 

Tom & Sean, April 8, 2019, 7:05am, duration 30 minutes.  Discussed City Commissions to set 

aside $240,000 as a slush fund to build affordable housing in Bozeman.  The homes will be 
available to be sold to citizens that make 70% or less of the median household income for the 

area.  To maintain the affordability in the event of a resale, these homes will be deed restricted 

and held in a land trust.  The hosts discussed the issue of non-traditional home ownership and 

the difficulty in developing financial equity through home buying on these affordable homes. 

 Tom & Sean, May 23, 2019, 6:30am, duration 30 minutes.  Discussed that local non-profit HRDC 
received $500,000 to build a “tiny home” village to help with the affordable housing issues in 

Bozeman.  HRDC was among hundreds who applied to be a part of this Fannie Mae program 

across the country.  HRDC is considering various locations in the Bozeman area to build this 
village.  A listener commented that a tiny homes village would be similar in what it provided for 

housing to a trailer park. 



Tom & Sean, June 24, 2019, 7:05am, duration 20 minutes.  Discussed the new 336 apartment 

complex near new retail development Ferguson Farms with many high end amenities.  The 
hosts discussed how these very expensive apartments continue to highlight the affordable 

housing issues in Bozeman.  Conversely, the same developer plans to build affordable 

apartments for the elderly citizens.  The project developer, Summit Housing Group will build 
one and two bedroom apartments for senior citizens helping to address the Bozeman affordable 

housing issues as directed by contractor mandates from the City Commission. 

This list does not represent all issues covered on this station during this time period and is not in 

any particular order of importance or priority. 

 


