


There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 

Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 

Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/2/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/3/21 1:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/4/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/5/21 23:36pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans  

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/7/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/8/21 19:04pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/9/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/10/21 1:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

Veterans 

PSA 4/11/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/12/21 23:37pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/13/21 23:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/14/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/15/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

PSA 4/16/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 



Citizens/Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/17/21 12:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/18/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/19/21 21:36pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

Veterans 

PSA 4/20/21 21:38pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/21/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/22/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/23/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/24/21 2:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/25/21 4:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/26/21 23:37pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/27/21 23:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/28/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/29/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 4/30/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

PSA 5/1/21 12:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 



Citizens/Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/2/21 20:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/3/21 23:36pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/4/21 23:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/5/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

News 5/6/21 7:30AM 

8:30 AM 

12:20PM 

120sec For the second time in seven months Ithaca Public 

Schools has had a bond proposal rejected. This time the 

margin of defeat was even greater than the first. On 

Tuesday district residents voted 721 to 608, a 54 percent 

to 46 percent margin, against the same $30 million, 28-

year-levy that also was rejected in the August primary by 

just 67 votes, 1,139 to 1,072The big ticket item sought 

was construction of a new $25 million kindergarten 

through sixth grade elementary school on property 

already owned by the district adjacent to the junior-senior 

high school on Union Street. The plan was to close and 

sell both North and South elementary schools but retain 

the new gymnasium at North Elementary. The remainder 

of the bond proposal would have supplied funding for 

technology, security, cafeteria, restroom, electrical and 

classroom furniture upgrades, among other 

improvements, at the junior-senior high school. It would 

have also paid for the purchase of new buses. If it had 

passed the district's millage rate would have increased 

from 1.62 mills to 4.12 mills and cost the owner of a 

$100,000 home, with a taxable value of $50,000, an 

additional $125 a year in property taxes. But now it's back 

to the drawing board and school officials will have to 

determine how to proceed after another bond proposal 

failure 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/6/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/7/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/8/21 12:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

5/8/21 11:04am 30min Ty Wazinsky Discussion of upcoming Town Hall on 

underage drinking 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

PSA 5/9/21 5:04am 30sec  Make the connection.com- VA Help 



Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/11/21 21:39pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/12/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/13/21 19:05pm 30sec DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/14/21 23:37pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/15/21 22:36pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/16/21 2:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/17/21 2:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/18/21 21:38p m 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/19/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

Veterans 

PSA 5/20/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/21/21 23:37pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/22/21 1:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/23/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/24/21 2:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

PSA 5/25/21 21:37pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 



Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/26/21 5:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/27/21 19:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/28/21 19:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/29/21 22:04pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/30/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 5/31/21 2:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/1/21 1:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/3/21 21:37pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/4/21 23:39pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/5/21 22:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/6/21 1:05am 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/8/21 21:37pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/9/21 14:33pm 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/10/21 23:05pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

Veterans 

PSA 6/11/21 11:43am 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 



Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/12/21 22:36pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/13/21 4:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

News 6/14/21 7:30AM 

8:30 AM 

12:20PM 

120sec A local farmer has received a $2,500 grant from the 

America's Farmers Grow Communities program that has 

been donated to the Shepherd Public Schools food service 

department. Blaine Schafer applied for the grant, 

sponsored by the Bayer Fund, last August and was 

recently notified he was one of the recipients. The money 

will be used to purchase new kitchen equipment for the 

school. "Shepherd Public Schools is very appreciative to 

Mr. Schafter and the America Farmers Grow 

Communities donation to the school district and our food 

service department," interim Superintendent Greg 

McMillan stated in a press release. Schafers' wife, Tina, is 

the district's food service director. Through the program, 

farmers can apply for a chance to be chosen to direct 

$2,500 to a local eligible nonprofit organization of their 

choice such as food banks, emergency services 

departments, youth agricultural programs, and schools, 

among many others. "The COVID 19 pandemic has 

affected everyone, including those in rural regions, and 

farmers play a critical role in helping communities 

overcome challenges like the ones we're currently 

facing," Bayer Fund President Al Mitchell said in a press 

release. "Bayer Fund is proud to work side-by-side with 

farmers to identify local eligible nonprofit organizations 

that are able to provide their residents with solutions that 

leave a lasting impact." The Shepherd Board of Education 

accepted the donation during last month's meeting. Since 

2010, the America's Farmers program has awarded more 

than $59 million in grants to nonprofits across the 

country. For more information or to see how to apply for 

funding visit www.AmericasFarmers.com. 

 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/14/21 16:42pm 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/15/21 9:32am 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/16/21 18:35pm 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/17/21 23:05pm 30sec  DAV-Helping Veterans to get benefits 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/18/21 23:35pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

https://www.americasfarmers.com/


Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/19/21 1:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

6/19/21 11:04am 30min Christy  from Christy’s Kids Program for Exercise and 

mental stimulation for kids during the summer 

 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior Citizens 

Veterans 

PSA 6/20/21 20:04pm 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/21/21 6:05am 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/23/21 17:44pm 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/24/21 10:44am 30sec  Michigan Veterans- All veterans can get support 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/26/21 12:02am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/27/21 2:04am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

Schools/ 

Education/Youth/ 

Senior 

Citizens/Veterans 

PSA 6/30/21 1:05am 30sec  Support Animals for Veterans 

 



There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 
Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 
Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/1/21 2:03am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/2/21 10:42am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

4/3/21 11:04am 30min Dan Morden – What  Three Word location emergency 

program 

 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/3/21 22:39pm 30sec  Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/4/21 4:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/5/21 5:42pm 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/6/21 15:31pm 30sec  Mental Health Support during the Pandemic 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/7/21 6:34am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/8/21 13:32pm 30sec  Mental Health Support during the Pandemic 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

News 4/9/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec Shepherd School District announced Thursday morning 

that its high and middle schools would return to fully 

online learning starting Friday and going to April 29. In 

making the decision, the district announced that it 

currently has 154 students and staff -- including the 

entire office staff of the middle school office and its 

school nurse -- are currently quarantined. The district is 

also curtailing sports. Competitions planned through the 

weekend will continue, however starting Monday 

nothing will happen until the school board can put 

together a plan. The Mt. Pleasant area continues to have 

the fastest-growing outbreak of COVID-19, according to 

a New York Times dashboard. That growth is based on 

the week-to-week increase in new cases and weighted by 

population. As of Thursday morning, the Mt. Pleasant 

area continued to have the ninth worst overall COVID-

19 outbreak in the nation, according to the New York 

Times. There are two things different about this outbreak 

than previous ones. It is being driven by cases among 

youth -- including younger kids -- and much of it appears 

to involve a variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. That 

strain, called B.1.1.7, is believed to have originated in 

the United Kingdom. It is more transmissible than the 

older strain, and some early evidence points to that it 

might also cause more serious disease. Cases increased 

in the 20-49 age group across the six counties of the 

Central Michigan District Health Department by 377, 

according the health department's latest data and 

statistics sheet. That age group includes 46.2 of all cases 

across the six CMDHD counties: Isabella, Clare, 

Roscommon, Arenac, Osceola and Gladwin. During the 

same week, cases increased among the 10-19 age group 

by 122. Only the 162 new cases in the 50-74 age group 

was higher. An additional 52 cases were reported in 

Isabella County on Thursday, bringing it cumulative total 

to 4,228, with 77 deaths. Central Michigan University, 



which has accounted for approximately 20 percent of 

Isabella County's cases since mid-March, reported an 

additional nine cases on its dashboard. The university's 

seven-day average of new cases is 16. An additional 20 

cases were reported in Clare County on Thursday, 

bringing its cumulative total to 1,578, with 68 deaths. An 

additional 15 confirmed cases were reported in Gratiot 

County on Thursday, bringing its cumulative total to 

2,668, with 102 deaths. Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, one 

new death was reported, with new and cumulative cases 

and deaths as follows from over the weekend: 

 In Gladwin County, an additional 28 new 

confirmed cases were reported for a cumulative 

total of 1,506, with 40 deaths; 

 In Mecosta County, an additional 42 cases were 

reported for a cumulative total of 2,373, with 24 

deaths; 

 In Midland County, an additional 79 new cases 

for a cumulative total of 5,364, with 62 deaths; 

and, 

 In Montcalm County, one death was reported 

for a total of 90, and an additional 72 cases were 

reported for a cumulative total of 3,978. 

Statewide, 73 new deaths were reported for a total of 

16,400 and another 7,819 cases were reported for a 

cumulative total of 723,297. 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/9/21 7:38am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/10/21 22:38pm 30sec  Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/11/21 5:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/12/21 10:43am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/13/21 9:32am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/14/21 12:37pm 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/15/21 13:33pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/16/21 9:43am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/17/21 2:05am 

 

30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/18/21 12:05am 

 

30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

News 4/19/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec Usually, the rule is: "no take-ses back-ses". But, on 

Saturday, April 24, Michigan State Police, and other 

police departments around the state, will celebrate 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day, sponsored by 

the federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). 



And, consequentially, participating collection sites will 

be taking back and disposing of a lot of expired, 

unwanted or unused prescription drugs, in hopes of 

preventing drug addiction and overdose deaths. For 

example, the Oakland County Sheriff's Orion substation 

and Lake Orion Police Department will both be drop-off 

locations from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. They are 

located at 2525 Joselyn Road and 21 East Church Street 

in Orion Township, respectively. While expired or 

unused medications will be accepted, needles (sharps), 

inhalers, thermometers, aerosol cans, hydrogen peroxide, 

ointments, lotions or liquids, as well as medications from 

a business or clinic, will not be accepted at the Orion 

Township drop sites. To find a collection site near you, 

visit DEA's website at takebackday.dea.gov/. 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/19/21 10:42am 

 

30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/20/21 14:32pm 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/21/21 17:405pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/22/21 11:04am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/23/21 11:05am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/24/21 2:05am 

 

30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/25/21 4:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/26/21 20:38pm 30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/27/21 3:05am 30sec  Al Anon Groups for Families 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/28/21 2:04am 30sec  Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/29/21 23:38pm 30sec Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 4/30/21 1:04am 30sec Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/1/21 2:05am 30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/2/21 2:03am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/3/21 7:05am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/4/21 18:05pm 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/5/21 6:34am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/6/21 14:42pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

News 5/7/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec It was a call all-too-familiar to emergency dispatchers, 

law enforcement officers and first responders. In the 

early-morning hours last Wednesday, a Clare County 

dispatcher sent deputies to help and stayed on the line 

talking to a man with a noose around his neck ready to 

jump off a bridge. "Central Dispatch received a call of a 

male on an overpass with a noose around his neck, 

getting ready to jump and take his life," said Clare 

Sheriff John Wilson. "Deputies responded to the area 

https://takebackday.dea.gov/?fbclid=IwAR2cm8B9PgmhhwJO4pylQypclyoA1Zx_coTG9ZidH4RzxLdwd2zs53kTNoo#collection-locator


while our dispatcher stayed on the line talking to the 

male." This time they saved a life, and Wilson this week 

honored those involved. "Deputies at the scene were able 

to talk the male off the ledge and get him to the hospital 

to get some help," he said. Wilson said it's a too-common 

scenario these days, and encouraged those in need of 

help to call for it. "No matter who it is we are here to 

help you," he said. "We have seen a lot of suicide and 

drug overdoses this last year. If you need help, please 

call and let us help you." Received Life Saving Awards 

from this incident were: 

 Deputy John Guthrie 

 Deputy Daniel Parks 

 Deputy Robert HuckStein 

 Deputy Mike Heugel 

 Dispatcher Melissa Schmidt 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/7/21 10:41am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/8/21 2:05am 30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/9/21 4:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/10/21 15:32pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/11/21 9:05am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/12/21 1:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/13/21 11:43am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/14/21 8:19am 30sec  Covid 19 Vaccine Journey 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/15/21 2:05am 30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

5/15/21 11:04am 30min Mike Rodgers Suicide awareness and prevention in 

our community 

 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/16/21 4:05am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/17/21 18:42pm 30sec  Your Health Matters    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/18/21 11:05am 30sec  Schedule a Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/19/21 13:33pm 

 

30sec  Schedule a Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/20/21 14:32pm 30sec  Your Health Matters    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/21/21 15:42pm 30sec  Schedule a Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/22/21 12:03am 30sec  Al Anon Groups for Families 

Health/Safety/ Instep With 5/22/21 11:04am 30min Marcus Cheatum-COVID vaccine availability 



Drugs/Alcohol Gratiot 

County 

 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/23/21 4:05am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/24/21 10:05am 30sec  Your Health Matters    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/25/21 7:05am 30sec  Schedule a Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/26/21 8:18am 30sec  Your Health Matters    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/27/21 9:42am 30sec  Schedule a Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/28/21 11:33am 30sec  Your Health Matters    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/29/21 1:05am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/30/21 2:03am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 5/31/21 12:05am 30sec  Oral Cancer Information     

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/1/21 2:05am 30sec Oral Cancer  Information  

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/2/21 3:03am 30sec  Alzheimers Awareness 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/3/21 1:04am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/4/21 12:46pm 30sec  Schedule your Covid 19 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/5/21 1:05am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/6/21 12:04am 30sec  Alzheimer’s Awareness   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/7/21 1:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/8/21 9:34am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/9/21 15:32pm 30sec  My Why – Covid Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/10/21 16:33pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/11/21 10:42am 60sec  Your Health Matters 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/12/21 1:05am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/13/21 3:05am 30sec  Oral Cancer Information   

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/14/21 7:04am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/15/21 10:34am 30sec  Antibody Therapy 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/16/21 8:47am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/17/21 18:05pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/18/21 16:41pm 30sec  Scheule your Covid 19 Vaccine 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/19/21 4:05am 

 

30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/20/21 2:04am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ PSA 6/21/21 16:34pm 30sec  My Why – Covid Vaccine 



Drugs/Alcohol 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/22/21 15:05pm 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/23/21 11:41am 30sec  Get The Facts about Vaccinations 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/24/21 6:48am 30sec  Antibody Therapy 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/25/21 6:05am 30sec  Your Health Matters 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/26/21 3:05am 30sec  Oral Cancer Information 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/27/21 4:05am 30sec  Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/28/21 1:04am 60sec  Sleep Apnea 

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/29/21 2:04am 30sec Help with Drug & Alcohol Abuse    

Health/Safety/ 

Drugs/Alcohol 

PSA 6/30/21 4:04am 30sec  Oral Cancer Information 

 



There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 

 

Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 

Date  Time Duration Narration of type and description of Program 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 4/2/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120sec A Shepherd family will be raising money, through a 

spaghetti dinner fundraiser, to cover expenses after their 

18-year-old son was diagnosed with brain cancer. The 

spaghetti dinner will occur on Monday, April 5 from 5 

p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Eight 2 Eight Rental Hall on 221 W. 

Wright Avenue in Shepherd. Meals will be served to go. 

The 18-year-old is Josh Morgan, a junior at Shepherd High 

School, who was diagnosed with cancer in March 2019 

after a tumor was discovered in his brain. Morgan had 

received surgery shortly afterwards and the tumor was 100 

percent resected. He appeared to recover after undergoing 

the necessary treatment and was able to return to school in 

January 2019. However, in June doctors found two new 

tumors had developed on Morgan's brain and he had to 

undergo a new round of radiation and an infusion 

treatment to help shrink the tumors. By the end of July, 

and MRI showed the tumors were nearly gone. Once again 

in January, tests revealed that there were now three tumors 

as the first 2 had grown back and the third was found in his 

frontal lobe. "We have known from the start that there was 

no cure for Josh's cancer," the Josh Morgan Support Group 

Facebook page About tab said. "The goal has always been 

to make his life as good as it can be for as long as it can 

be. We live in moments and just hope we can have as 

many of them as we can, even if there may not be as many 

of them as we had hoped." As this continued, Morgan's 

symptoms has worsened and, though a doctor had found a 

medical trial that would target the mutations in his tumors, 

Morgan decided it wasn't worth it to continue treatment 

and is now enrolled in an in-home pediatric hospice care 

program. "A week ago Josh decided that his body needs a 

break and to stop all treatment," a flier for the fundraiser 

said. "This family is faced with not only the hardship that 

has come with this decision, but the financial burden that 

comes with not working, medical expenses, gas, etc. Not 

to mention, COVID in the mix of the turmoil." The family 

had previously started a GoFundMe to help cover expenses 

and it currently shows that the initial goal was surpassed at 

over $5,000. Other community members and organizations 

have assisted with fundraising as well as install a ramp at 

the Morgans' home to make it easier to get Josh's 

wheelchair outdoors. The spaghetti dinner will further 

raise funds by having the $10 tickets donations be taken at 

the door per to-go container. For more information, visit 

the Josh Morgan Support Group page on 

Facebook, joshmorgan.gazerbeam.com, or the Josh 

Morgan's GoFundMe page. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2046937512272682
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2046937512272682
http://joshmorgan.gazerbeam.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-josh-morgan
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-josh-morgan


Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 4/5/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120sec After a 2 year battle with brain cancer, 18-year-old Josh 

Morgan from Shepherd has passed away. Morgan was 

diagnosed in March 2019 after a tumor was discovered in 

his brain. Morgan received surgery and treatment and was 

able to recover and return to school in 2020 but two new 

tumors appeared on his brain in June. He underwent 

treatment in July and tumors appeared to shrink but once 

again the in January 2021 the two tumors had grown back 

and a third appeared on his frontal lobe. After further 

treatment and consideration, Morgan decided to halt his 

treatment and was enrolled in an in-home pediatric hospice 

care program. Morgan's mother Theresa announced on 

Facebook on April 2 at 10:30 p.m. that her son had passed 

away during the morning on that day. "Throughout his 

journey, he endured surgeries, chemotherapy, tests, 

rehabilitation, and radiation with courage, strength and a 

positive attitude," she said in the Facebook post. "He was 

loved by everybody who knew him. We will miss seeing 

him smile and hearing his voice each day, but he will 

forever be in our hearts." The family started a GoFundMe 

to help cover expenses and community members and 

organizations also assisted with fundraising. The family 

had also planned a spaghetti dinner for Monday April 5 

from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Eight 2 Eight Rental Hall on 221 W. 

Wright Avenue in Shepherd which is still expected to go 

on as planned at this time. Meals will be served to go and 

$10 tickets donations be taken at the door per to-go 

container.  

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

4/14/21 11:04am 30min Love INC.    Helping people in the community find the 

right resources 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 4/21/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120sec Central Michigan District Health Department has 

announced a mass COVID-19 vaccination clinic this 

Friday for Finch Fieldhouse. The clinic will run from 10 

a.m. until 6 p.m. and is available for everyone over the age 

of 18. People who wish to participate are asked to register 

for a vaccine shot at www.cmdhd.org or by clicking the 

embedded QR code. In addition to Friday's clinic, 

CMDHD has a vaccine clinic at Finch Fieldhouse on 

Wednesday for everyone 18 and older. There is a clinic 

Wednesday for everyone 16 and older at Hayes Township 

Hall in Harrison. While there is no information about 

which vaccine is being administered there, only the two-

shot Pfizer mRNA vaccine is authorized for use in people 

16 and older. There is another clinic Tuesday for people 18 

and older at the Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 

in Roscommon. People who wish to schedule a COVID-19 

vaccination shot can do so at the CMDHD website. 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 4/23/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120sec Despite the current COVID-19 pandemic, multiple events 

are available for community members to enjoy at the 

Shepherd Maple Syrup Festival. The festival was canceled 

in 2020 due to the pandemic but, after previous discussion 

from the festival committee, the festival will be back for 

2021. The Shepherd Maple Syrup Festival is expected to 

go from Friday, April 23 to Sunday, April 25 and will 

feature multiple events throughout the weekend. "Given 

the current global pandemic, Shepherd Maple Syrup 

Festival is maintaining the health and safety of all guests 

https://ph-centralmichigan.as.me/FinchMassClinic3000gfy525e
https://ph-centralmichigan.as.me/FinchMassClinic3000gfy525e
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6224197/COVID-19-Vaccination-Sign-Up


and volunteers by strictly following CDC guidelines," 

Shepherd Maple Syrup Festival PR Chair Jon Morgan said 

in a post on the festival website. "We will encourage the 

use of face coverings and encourage social distancing. We 

will be implementing hand sanitizer dispensers throughout 

the event, and will encourage our guests and volunteers to 

monitor their health prior to entering the event space. 

Shepherd Maple Syrup Festival is continuing to update 

protocols to adhere to the current recommendations given 

by the CDC to ensure the health and well-being for all 

attendees." For Friday, the only event expected to occur is 

Artisan Row's Makers' Market which will go from 12 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. The market will continue on Saturday from 9 

a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. "The 

market will feature unique works, wares and wonders 

while helping to raise money for the Shepherd Splash Park 

Project," Morgan said .Other festival events for the 

weekend are listed as: 

Saturday: 

A 5K walk and run at 8 a.m. 

Pancake and Sausage Drive-Thru meals from 8 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cost will be $9 per meal. 

A classic car display from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Maple syrup and candy sales from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

A Tractor Pull at 10 a.m. 

Helicopter Rides from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Horse Pulls at 2 p.m. 

An emergency vehicle parade at dusk. 

Sunday: 

The Pancake and Sausage Drive-Thru meals will 

be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The maple syrup and candy sales will be from 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Helicopter rides will be going from 10 a.m. to 7 

p.m. 

The Maple Syrup Parade will start at 2:30 p.m. 

Community  Events/ Instep With 4/24/21 11:04am 30min Jason Cooley Local musician and aspiring rock star 



Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

Gratiot 

County 

discusses what it means to make it in the industry 

 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

5/1/21 11:04am 30min Talon Weatherby Local musician discusses music 

production and performance during   

   COVID 

 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 5/20/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120sec A 23-year-old Gratiot County man was killed Monday 

afternoon in a plane crash about seven miles east of 

Shepherd. The pilot, Slade David Martin of Elwell, was a 

2015 graduate of Alma High School and was working 

toward his goal of becoming a commercial airline pilot. 

"Slade had a passion for flying and this past Saturday 

achieved his Multi Engine Pilot Rating, being one step 

closer to his next goal of becoming a commercial pilot," 

his family said in his obituary.  "Slade worked with 3 Point 

Aviation in Alma and helped others with their goal of 

flying as a Certified Flying Instructor. He also worked 

flying for a pipeline company." On Monday afternoon, 

a passerby saw the plane he was flying on fire in a field in 

the area of South Geneva and West Ball roads in Midland 

County's Jasper Township and called Midland County 

Central Dispatch. "St. Louis Fire Department responded to 

the scene and extinguished the fire," Midland sheriff's 

officials said in a press release. "Located within the 

cockpit was the pilot who was also the lone occupant."  

The pilot was pronounced deceased at the scene by Chief 

Medical Examiner Dennis Wagner and then transported to 

McLaren Bay Region by Mid-Michigan EMS. The plane 

was a 1966 four-seater single-engine Cessna 182H model. 

It was owned by Gateway Air Service, the maintenance 

and aviation support business located at the Clare 

Municipal Airport, according to Federal Aviation 

Administration records. Slade is survived by his mother, 

Angie Martin; father, Troy (Kathleen) Martin; and 

brothers, Dalin and Case Martin, among many others. 

Memorial services are noon Saturday at the Alma Airport. 

Visitation is from 10 a.m. until the time of services. 

Sheriff's officials said the cause of the crash is not known. 

The investigation is being turned over to the Federal 

Aviation Administration. 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 5/25/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

60sec Volunteers are being sought to help place flags on the 

graves of veterans in Alma on Wednesday in preparation 

for the Memorial Day holiday. More than 500 flags will be 

placed beginning 10 a.m. Wednesday at Riverside 

Cemetery by Alma VFW Post 1454. Community members 

are welcome to help with the placement of the flags if they 

wish. If you wish to help please arrive at the Military 

Section of the cemetery at the south end a little before the 

10 am start time. The placement of the flags will take 

approximately one hour or less depending on the number 

of people helping. 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 5/26/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

120 sec The legacy of Central Michigan University alumni echoes 

through halls on CMU's campus. For the first time, these 

will be more than ghostly echoes thanks to a series of new 

audio installations, part of an award-winning project called 

"School Spirits.” After working with students to dramatize 

the history of Beaver Island through audio vignettes in 

2018, Broadcast and Cinematic Arts faculty member Will 

Anderson wanted to do the same for landmarks on CMU's 



main campus in Mount Pleasant. This inspired the "School 

Spirits" project, recently named Best of Competition in the 

Broadcast Education Awards Festival of Media Arts. "I 

wanted to find new places and uses for audio drama. I also 

wanted to use it to capture CMU's history," Anderson said . 

Anderson uses recognizable places on campus as settings 

for conversations at different points in the university's 

history. Warriner Hall's vignette is set in 1928, when the 

building was constructed. The Biosciences Building 

feature is a conversation between two women pursuing 

careers in STEM fields who are excited about the 

opportunities CMU has for them. The project features the 

voices of students, faculty and CMU President Bob 

Davies. Anna Rudnitsky, an Honors Program student 

majoring in Theatre and Interpretation, coordinated the 

cast of "School Spirits." She connected the audio text to 

the people reading it and helped recruit voice talent. For 

Rudnitsky, this project was an opportunity to leave her 

mark on campus. "I learned more about the connection to 

the community that arts can have," she said. "I found it 

cool to be a part of something long lasting within the 

school. My voice and the work I did is all across campus 

and will impact future generations. The day after most of 

the recording for "School Spirits" was finished, CMU's 

campus shifted to remote-only classes due to COVID-19. 

Through Anderson's innovation, Rudnitsky's leadership 

and on campus voices, "School Spirits" was completed, 

despite the pandemic. "This project reinforced to me what 

a special community we have," Anderson said. "I think it 

does a fantastic job of showing CMU's motto of wisdom, 

virtue and friendship. People at CMU are very good people 

and want the best for others." 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

5/29/21 11:04am 30min Brendan Kelly- Ithaca block party and Rural Urban Day 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 6/4/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

60min With all COVID-19 restrictions recently being lifted on 

outdoor gatherings the timing of a community event being 

hosted by Gratiot County Love INC in St. Louis on 

Saturday was perfect. The nonprofit group is sponsoring 

"A Day in the Park" from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Clapp Park. 

One of the major activities taking place is a corn hole 

tournament that will be offering hundreds of dollars in 

cash prizes to the top teams. The cost to enter is $30 per 

team. Check-in begins at 11 a.m. with play starting at 

11:30 p.m. The winning team will be awarded $400, with 

second place paying $200, third place $100 and fourth 

place $50,Teams can register online 

at www.loveincmidmichigan.com. The Main Cafe in Alma 

will be selling barbeque pulled pork and chicken dinners 

for $10, while a hot dog and mac and cheese child's meal 

will be available for $5. Other activities will include a 

dunk tank featuring local pastors, children's games and 

inflatables, and a "Community Heroes" tug-of-war at 1 

p.m. The local Love INC, which stands for "in the name of 

Christ," was formed in 2017. Its mission is to connect 

people in need with resources where they can find help, 

and working with area churches, community agencies and 

charities to identify and provide what services are most 

required. According to its website, Love INC has 118 

affiliates operating in 29 states. Representing more than 

http://www.loveincmidmichigan.com/


9,000 churches and 7,000 community organizations. For 

more information on Saturday's event or Gratiot County 

Love INC checkout its Facebook page. 

  

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

6/5/21 11:04am 30min Mike Rodgers- Veterans 4 USA Suicide awareness Event  

 

Community  Events/ 

Charities/ 

Volunteerism 

News 6/22/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

60sec Veterans4usa is hosting its first Light the Path for Suicide 

Awareness walk Saturday, June 26 at the Shepherd High 

School track. Registration begins at 5 p.m. with the event 

running from 6 to 11 p.m. Participants will create luminary 

bags that will be placed around the track then take 22 laps, 

or as many as they feel comfortable doing, in 

remembrance of the 22 veterans who die from suicide each 

day. "It's shaping up to be a big event," said organizer 

Mike Rodgers, a former U.S. Army sergeant who founded 

the Mt. Pleasant-based group when he retired from the 

service in 2014. "It's our first year doing this so we didn't 

really know what to expect. We thought maybe 100 to 200 

(participants) when we started but now it may be close to 

600. "There are people coming from all over the state, 

from the Thumb to Grand Rapids." The event will also 

include representatives from the Gratiot and Isabella 

County sheriff's departments, race car displays, food 

trucks, a D.J. and other entertainment. Admission is free. 

Those who attend can decorate a luminary bag for a 

donation. Also, wristbands will be available for $1 and T-

shirts for $20. Veterans4usa hosts a number of events 

throughout the year to bring awareness regarding issues 

veterans face. The group has received a $5,000 in-store 

donation from Jay's Furniture Barn near Elwell. "They ran 

a promotion in April and May and donated a certain 

percentage of sales to our organization," Rodgers said. 

"We can use it to purchase furniture like dressers and beds, 

the two things we are most in need of for veterans." 

Veterans4usa also has a monthly food giveaway in 

conjunction with Alma VFW Post #1454.It takes place the 

fourth Thursday of each month at the post, located at 1302 

Wright Avenue. Any veteran in the mid-Michigan area is 

eligible to participate. Each box includes dry and canned 

foods, vegetables, toiletries and other products. The 

organization is also hosting a golf outing to raise money 

for homeless veterans on July 24 at the Pine Hills Golf 

Course in Laingsburg. The four-person scramble costs $50 

a person. This fall the group has scheduled "Vettes for 

Vets" on Oct. 9 where Corvette owners from around the 

state will meet at the Alma Elks Lodge, 610 Warwick Dr., 

at 8 a.m. to take veterans on a color tour to Traverse City 

and back. "The way 2020 and 2021 have been there's a 

need for a stress free day," Rodgers said. The event will 

also include a 50/50 drawing, silent auction and goodie 

bags. For more information or to register for any of the 

events go to the organization's website 

at www.veterans4usa.com or its Facebook page or call 

Rodgers at 989-418-8797. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Love-INC-Gratiot-County-1585660698210587
https://www.facebook.com/Love-INC-Gratiot-County-1585660698210587
http://www.veterans4usa.com/


There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 
Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 
Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/1/21 12:03am 30sec  What can you do.org-Helping for employment of 

Disabled workers 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/2/21 23:41pm 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/3/21 12:05am 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/4/21 5:05am 30sec  Financial Help for veterans 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/5/21 7:47am 30sec  Gambling Problems 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/6/21 17:32pm 30sec  Gambling Problems 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/7/21 11:05am 30sec  Gambling Problems 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/8/21 18:42pm 30sec  Gambling Problems 



Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/9/21 9:05am 30sec  Gambling Problems 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/10/21 4:04am 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 

Jobs/Economy/ 
Business 

Environment/ 
Government/ 
Elections/ 
Poverty/ Shop Local 

/Housing 

PSA 4/11/21 3:05am 30sec  Know who to trust for credit counseling 
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120sec A family with more than 100 years in the hardware 

business has opened a new Ace Hardware in Alma. The 

store is one of 10 owned by Roger and Sherry Clouse 

and their four sons. Based in Glennie, Mich., the family 

began with its first store in 1914, according to Ryan 

Clouse, one of the sons After exploring a couple of other 

options they purchased the former Family Fare grocery 

store at 1700 Wright Ave. "We were looking at 

expanding and we heard about (the building) from a 

friend," Clouse said. "Alma looked like a good quality 

area. We also opened the Ace Hardware in Hemlock so it 

seemed like a good fit for the type of services we offer." 

One unique aspect of the new store is that it offers 97 

mini storage units that can be leased with 24-hour 

access. "We only have those at one of our other stores in 

Auburn, but we're thinking about doing more," Clouse 

asid. One of the things the family prides itself in is that 

their stores are located in smaller communities.. "We 

aren't in any big cities," Clouse said. The 43,000 square 

foot building has abot 18,000 square feet of retail space. 

A lot of work went into getting it ready," Clouse said. So 

far about a dozen of employees have been hired, with 

more likely. "We're still trying to feel stuff out and see 

what we need to put together a good quality staff." 

Clouse said. Applications are still being taken. Anyone 

interested in applying can stop in and talk to store 

manager James Sturtevant, he added. Since opening on 

Saturday things have been going well. "We have 

received a nice warm welcome from people who are 

thrilled that we are here," Clouse said. "We're glad to be 

part of the community." Ace Hardwares are known for 

carrying a variety of items including grills, snow 

blowers, power and hand tools, paint, lawn and garden 

supplies, home decor, sporting goods, patio and outdoor 

furniture, and building, lighting, electrical, plumbing and 

automotive supplies, among others. Stores offer name 

brands such as Craftsman, DeWalt, Yeti, Toro, Benjamin 

Moore, Traeger, Weber, Stihl and Scotts. The Alma Ace 

Hardware is open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. It can be 

reached by calling 989-285-1420. For more information 

checkout its website or Facebook page. 
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120sec A former Alma nursing home may become the 

temporary home for young refugees. Officials for the 

Michigan Masonic Home, which owns the shuttered 

Warwick Living Center, along with Grand Rapids-based 

Bethany Christian Services, have asked city officials for 

a conditional rezoning of the facility.BCS would lease 

the building as a transitional foster care center for 

unaccompanied children who have crossed the U.S. 

border without legal guardianship and do not have legal 

status in the country. The children are referred to this 

program as they await a safe and permanent placement 

with a sponsor in the United States," City Manager Matt 

Schooley said in his May 7 report to city commissioners. 

"Bethany Christian Services transitional foster care 

shelter programs are specialized, community-based, and 

licensed to house the unaccompanied children 



temporarily, which averages 40 days."Those living at the 

facility, which would be males ages 12-17, would be 

provided sleeping quarters, meals, educational classes 

and around the clock supervision."The only time a youth 

would be off site would be for the occasional doctor's 

visit," Schooley said. "The Warwick facility is set up 

perfectly to meet all the criteria of the program since the 

proposed use would function the same as the former 

nursing home."The foster care center would have up to 

36 beds and typically receive between six to 10 youths at 

any one time, he added However, the proposed use does 

not meet current zoning regulations. The facility is 

located in a Multiple Family Residential District and was 

operated under a special use permit as a 

convalescent/nursing home, Schooley explained."As 

staff reviewed the zoning ordinance to classify this 

use...nothing fit the use specifically," he said. Schooley 

suggested pursuing a conditional rezoning ordinance for 

the facility, which both Masonic Home and BCS 

officials are interested in doing, he noted. 
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120sec A proposal to convert a former Alma nursing home into 

temporary housing for young refugees is moving 

forward. The city's planning commission voted during its 

Monday night meeting to schedule a public hearing on a 

conditional rezoning request for 6 p.m. Monday, July 12. 

Under the plan the Michigan Masonic Home, which 

owns the shuttered Warwick Living Center, would lease 

the facility to Grand Rapids-based Bethany Christian 

Services to house unaccompanied male refugees ages 12-

17 for up to 40 days, or until a sponsor in the U.S. can be 

found. "Last night was just an introduction (of the 

rezoning request)", City Manager Matt Schooley said. 

"Both Masonic and Bethany had representatives 

present." The meeting was conducted via Zoom. "There 

were about 20 to 25 in attendance including the planning 

commission, " Schooley said. "There was minimal public 

comment. We tried to make it clear that this was just the 

first part of the process." However, he expects the public 

hearing to be held in-person, likely drawing many more 

participants, and Schooley isn't sure the city commission 

chambers will be large enough to host the anticipated 

turnout. "We're looking for a larger venue for the public 

hearing," he noted. Under the proposal Bethany 

Christian Services would have up to 36 beds to use as a 

transitional foster care center for children who have 

crossed the southern U.S. border without legal 

guardianship and do not have legal status in this country. 

The agency would provide those staying there with 

meals, sleeping quarters, educational classes, individual 

counseling and therapy, recreational activities and 

around the clock supervision. The only time they would 

leave the facility would be for a supervised visit to a 

physician or for other medical treatment. "We're grateful 

to the city of Alma for letting us share our mission and 

heart for protecting children who fled unthinkable 

circumstances," said Krista Stevens, Bethany Christian 

Services executive branch director in a statement 

emailed to the Morning Sun following the planning 

commission meeting. "One of the ways we live out our 

mission to demonstrate the love and compassion of Jesus 

is by keeping unaccompanied children safe and reuniting 

them with their families. Through our partnership with 

the Michigan Masonic Home, Bethany will be able to 

fulfill our mission in a contained, small-scale care setting 

where the unique needs of hurting children can be met. 

"These children are fleeing violence, trafficking, and 

poverty that we could never imagine. For many it's a 

life-or-death decision. They've experienced trauma that 

no human, much less a child, should endure." However, 

for the plan to move forward the current zoning 

regulations must change. The facility is now located in a 

Multiple Family Residential District and was operated 

under a special use permit as a convalescent/nursing 

home, according to Schooley. That's why Masonic Home 

and BCS officials are seeking a conditional rezoning 

ordinance for the site. The Masonic Home purchased the 

Warwick Living Center in 2015, but it was permanently 

closed in January at the height of the COVID-19 

pandemic and residents relocated to Masonic's main 

campus on Wright Avenue. If the planning commission 

approves the rezoning request following next month's 

public hearing the proposal would be sent to the city 



commission for a final decision, Schooley said. Bethany 

Christian Services operates similar centers in 30 states 

and a dozen countries. It works with the federal Office of 

Refugee Resettlement, a division of the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services, to help unaccompanied 

children find permanent placement with a U.S. sponsor. 
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120sec  The city of Alma will reopen all municipal buildings on 

Monday with some restrictions in place .City hall and all 

other facilities have been closed to the public since 

March 19 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's stay at home 

executive order. Since that day staff has attempted to 

maintain a level of service to the community while 

working from home, telephone, email or the Zoom 

platform," City Manager Matt Schooley stated in a press 

release. "Many of our services were reduced or stopped 

due to the virus. "Progress has been made and some of 

the restrictions have been lifted that allow the city to 

start conducting a level of in-person business again." The 

city's transportation center reopened this past Monday 

and Dial-A-Ride buses are back in service, he noted. The 

city formed a  committee three weeks ago to plan for the 

reopening. The entire plan is available on the city's 

website at www.myalma.org. "It is understood that there 

are many diverse opinions on how quickly, or how wide 

ranging the opening should be, especially to start," 

Schooley said. "We will continue to monitor the process 

and assess the plan's effectiveness on a weekly basis." 

Staff at the municipal building will be available by 

appointment from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 

Thursday. Their phone numbers are listed on the city's 

website. The service counter will be open from 12:30 to 

3:30 p.m. daily for walk-in patrons.  Entry to the 

building, including the police department, will be 

through the west doors. Visitors will exit through the 

east doors. Interior doors will be locked with a video 

doorbell for access to the lobby. Prior to entering 

everyone will have their temperature checked by staff. 

Both employees and visitors will be required to wear 

some type of face covering over their nose and mouth. 

"We have started an online City Services Made Easier 

program that is linked to our homepage," Schooley said. 

"Many of our services are available right from your 

home. In addition to the drop box located just outside the 

municipal building's west door, we are in the process of 

creating a drive-thru drop box at the Alma Public Library 

across the street." The library will open in two stages. 

Beginning Monday, curbside pickup will be 

available from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Customers can request items online or by phone and set 

up an appointment. A staff member will then deliver the 

order to their car. The beginning of the second stage, 

http://www.myalma.org/


when the public will be allowed inside, has not yet been 

determined. As of Wednesday playgrounds at city parks 

were reopened but restrooms remain closed. Visitors are 

asked to wear a mask, observe social 

distancing guidelines and use hand sanitizer before and 

after using the equipment. The COVID-19 outbreak has 

also had an adverse impact on the city's 2020-21 budget, 

which has been reduced by 12 percent from earlier 

projections, Schooley said."The reduction has forced the 

city to make difficult decisions in terms of staffing and 

resource allocation," he noted. Employees will not be 

receiving a cost of living adjustment in their pay this 

year, and the Department of Public Works is not hiring 

seasonal summer staff. In addition, the DPW garage and 

municipal building will be closed on Fridays through at 

least August with staff working four, 10-hour shifts each 

week. Also, a number of employees will be participating 

in a workshore program through the state that 

"effectively lays them off for one or two days a week 

through August," Schooley said."While none of these 

decisions were easy," he explained, "we believe they 

were essential to ease what could be a substantial 

revenue shortage over the next 18 months." 
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120sec  A citizens group has been formed to oppose a proposal 

to convert a former Alma nursing home into temporary 

housing for young refugees. Under the plan the Michigan 

Masonic Home, which owns the closed Warwick Living 

Center, would lease the facility to Grand Rapids-based 

Bethany Christian Services to house unaccompanied 

male refugees ages 12-17 for up to 40 days, or until a 

sponsor in the U.S. can be found. However, the issue has 

become a hot topic of conversation in the community. A 

post on the Gratiot County Pulse Facebook page, using 

the hashtags #NoRezone and #NoRefugeeCamp, 

announcing a meeting for anyone interested in attending 

this past Monday night at The Gym 24/7 Fitness drew 

more than 300 comments, both for and against the 

proposal, before the page's administrator cut them off. A 

conditional rezoning of the property for the intended use 

is required. The facility is now located in a Multiple 

Family Residential District and was operated under a 

special use permit as a convalescent/nursing home. 

Approval of the zoning request would be the first step in 

clearing the way for the project to move forward. A 

public hearing regarding the matter has been scheduled 

by the city's planning commission for 6 p.m. Monday, 

July 12. It has been moved from its normal location in 

the city commission chambers to the Alma High School 

auditorium to accommodate the expected large turnout. 

According to the citizen group's Facebook post, 

Monday's meeting was being held "so we can help each 

other prepare for the upcoming public hearing." About 

60 people attended the meeting, according to Yvette 

Clark, who along with co-organizer Bobi Jo Rodriguez 

and another local residents, Bonnie Gustavison, founded 

the group."We have a lot of reasons for doing this," 

Clark said. "These are boys 12 to 17 years old and 

Bethany Christian is telling everyone they are refugees 

but they are all illegal immigrants. They are using 

federal funds to do this but they haven't bothered to 

inform the taxpayers who are paying for this. "We don't 

know if they are members of MS-13 or not. They haven't 

been vetted before coming to the United States. MS-13 is 

an international criminal organization involved in a 

number of illegal activities including drug smuggling 

and human trafficking. "What happens when they turn 

18 and are released into the public," Clark asked. "Why 

don't we do something to assist our own Gratiot County 

children who are in need of aid? Or our homeless 

veterans?"Other groups such as We the County, Women 



Fighting for America and the National Action Task 

Force, for which Rodriguez is the state coordinator, are 

also getting involved. The national president of WFFA 

will be in Alma to speak on the matter June 28, Clark 

said. Also a protest is planned in front of the Michigan 

Masonic Home on Wright Avenue at noon on Monday. 

The group now has its own Facebook page, "Citizen's 

against re-zoning for illegal aliens." City officials are 

aware of the opposition but say there's still a ways to go 

before the refugee center becomes a reality. "I keep 

saying over and over that this is just part of the process," 

said City Manager Matt Schooley, who also is a member 

of the planning commission. "Everyone will have a 

chance to voice their opinions at some point." Following 

the public hearing the planning commission will decide 

whether or not the proposal merits moving forward. If 

so, ultimately it would go to the city commission for a 

final verdict. Bethany Christian Services would have up 

to 36 beds to use as a transitional assessment center for 

children who have crossed the southern U.S. border 

without legal guardianship and do not have legal status 

in the U.S. The agency would provide those staying there 

with meals, sleeping quarters, educational programs, 

individual counseling and therapy, recreational activities 

and around the clock supervision. The only time they 

would be permitted to leave the facility would be for a 

supervised visit to a physician or for other medical 

treatment. The Masonic Home purchased the Warwick 

Living Center in 2015, but it was permanently closed in 

January at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

residents relocated to Masonic's main campus on Wright 

Avenue. The price Bethany Christian Services would be 

charged to lease the site has not been revealed 
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PSA 6/17/21 23:39pm 30sec  What can you do.org-Helping for employment of 

Disabled workers 
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PSA 6/18/21 17:41pm 30sec  Money Problems for Gambling 
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PSA 6/19/21 1:05am 30sec  What can you do.org-Helping for employment of 

Disabled workers 
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PSA 6/20/21 4:03am 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 
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PSA 6/21/21 20:35pm 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 
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PSA 6/22/21 10:41am 30sec  Money Problems for Gambling 
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PSA 6/23/21 14:33pm 30sec  Money Problems for Gambling 
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PSA 6/24/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec  A major downtown Alma redevelopment project is being 

delayed indefinitely. The city’s planning commission 

had already approved a site plan submitted by Gemini 

Capital Management for the construction of a new 6,600 

square foot building on a vacant lot in the 300 block of 

East Superior Street that would have housed two 

separate businesses, a restaurant and lounge on one side 

and a dance, yoga studio and cafe on the other. However, 

that won’t be happening anytime soon. Gemini Capital 

Management owner Ryan Smith would only say “this 

project has been canceled due to the issues in the 

construction market right now.”The cost of lumber has 

increased more than 300 percent since last year, 

according to a report by CNBC. Although the housing 

market is still booming it’s had an adverse impact on 

commercial construction where profit margins are of 

utmost importance. Although Smith did not want to 

discuss specifics of his proposed development “until it is 

time to move forward,” he did say “the current 

construction environment has affected all of my 

construction projects.” However, it won’t affect one of 

his major redevelopment undertakings, renovation of an 

historic building at 313 N. State St., where he’s 

converting the first floor into a nine-room boutique hotel, 

the 3one3, along with eight upper level apartments. 

Work began in March and it’s still slated for completion 

in January, Smith said. But the high construction costs 



will impact a major housing development that’s planned 

at the site of the former Alma Middle School, which 

would have included 40 residential rental units and two 

commercial buildings.“A majority of the rest of my 

projects are on hold until the volatility in the 

construction market is under control or when rents 

increase to match the increased construction costs, 

whichever occurs first,” Smith said. Gemini Capital 

Management had purchased the vacant lots at 315 and 

319 E. Superior St. last year from the Alma Downtown 

Development Authority for a total of $12,000. The DDA 

had the property donated to it by then owner Paul Ross 

after it failed to sell at auction in 2017. The site was 

vacant after two historic buildings that once stood there 

were destroyed by an arson fire in March of 2016. 

Michael Allen Young, who lost the building in a 2015 

tax foreclosure but continued to rent space for his two 

businesses, was convicted of intentionally setting the fire 

and sentenced to serve from 18 months to five years in 

prison on the charge 
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PSA 6/24/21 11:31am 30sec  Money Problems for Gambling 
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PSA 6/26/21 17:05pm 30sec  What can you do.org-Helping for employment of 
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PSA 6/28/21 20:36pm 30sec  Smartaboutmoney.org 
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120sec  Despite a significant increase in costs the Alma city 

commission will follow through with upgrades planned 

at several park restrooms. 

Commissioners have approved a bid of $593,000 from 

Griffith Builders Inc. of Lakeview to fund construction 

of new facilities at Wright Park and for renovation of 

those at Pine River/Conservation Park and Riverside 

Park. It was the lowest of the three bids received. 

The total cost is nearly $250,000 more than estimated 

last year when the city received a $173,000 Natural 

Resources Trust Fund Development Project Grant to 

help pay for the work. At that time the city planned to 

match that amount to cover the full price tag. 

Now, however, officials will have to look at ways to 

come up with the additional dollars. 

“It’s something that’s a high priority for us to complete,” 

City Manager Matt Schooley said. “It’s been an issue 

that has been talked about for at least five years.” 

The city had actually applied for the competitive grant 

twice before but did not receive approval from the DNR 

until city officials made revisions that increased the 

matching dollars from 40 percent to 50 percent and 

added some “environmentally friendly elements” to their 

application. Both the city’s engineering firm, Rowe 

Professional Services of Mt. Pleasant, and staff 

recommended moving forward with the work despite the 

increased costs because the grant agreement requires 

completion by Aug. 31, 2022, and there is “no 

guarantee pricing or labor will change in the next six 

months,” Schooley stated in a memo to city 

commissioners. One possibility for making up for the 

higher than expected costs is the funding the city will 

receive from the federal COVID-19 rescue plan, he 

noted. “We’re going to look at that to see if there’s 

money in there that we can use (for the project),” 

Schooley said. The new facility at Wright Park will 

feature four universally designed single  occupancy 

restrooms modeled after the one on Charles Avenue 

adjacent to the Fred Meijer Heartland Trail. 

That’s estimated to cost $250,800. 

It’s anticipated upgrades at the Pine River/Conservation 

Park restrooms will cost about $252,500, while the 

improvements at Riverside Park are estimated at 

$89,700. Schooley isn’t yet sure when work will begin. 

“We’re trying to finalize something on that,” he said. “It 

will depend on the availability of the contractor.” 
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PSA 6/30/21 19:36pm 30sec  What can you do.org-Helping for employment of 

Disabled workers 

 



There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 
Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 
Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/1/21 20:37pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/2/21 19:41pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/3/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/4/21 5:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/5/21 21:37pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/6/21 4:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/7/21 12:05am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/8/21 19:36pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/9/21 23:35pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/10/21 3:03am 30sec   Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/11/21 5:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/12/21 22:38pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/13/21 4:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/14/21 12:04am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

News 4/14/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A 7-year-old Middleton girl was struck by a vehicle and 

killed Friday night while crossing M-57 on foot. 

According to a press release from Gratiot County 

Undersheriff Steve Sopocy, Valerie Bruce was hit by a car 

driven eastbound by Alvin Vandegriff, 48, of St. Johns 

about 9 p.m. near the intersection of Ely Highway in 

Fulton Township. She was transported to Sparrow 

Hospital in Carson City where she was pronounced dead, 

Sopocy said. Her 4-year-old sister was with her at the time 

but was not injured, he added. Both M-57 and Ely 

Highway were closed to traffic for several hours while the 

incident was investigated "The initial investigation shows 

that the vehicle was traveling at or near the posted speed 

limit," Sopocy said. "Drugs and alcohol are not suspected 

to be a factor in the crash. There are no pending charges 

(against the driver) at this time." Vandegriff was not 

injured and the incident remains under investigation, he 

added. Sheriff's deputies were assisted at the scene by 

MMR, Perrinton Fire and Rescue and a Michigan State 

Police accident reconstruction team. 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

News 4/15/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec An ambulance transporting a patient from one facility to 

another came upon a fiery crash that had just happened in 

Gratiot County Tuesday evening and an EMT pulled the 

driver from the blaze. A driver ran a stop sign and hit 

another vehicle at the corner of Barry and Lincoln roads, 



southeast of Breckenridge, about 7:30 p.m., Gratiot 

Undersheriff Steve Sopocy said. Mobile Medical 

Response on Wednesday gave credit to its emergency 

medical technicians Keith Hunt and Chloe Allen who 

came across the crash almost as it happened. "A man was 

trapped in an overturned pickup truck that was on fire and 

could not free himself," the agency said. "Keith extricated 

the trapped man from the burning wreckage by himself. 

The driver ended up with fairly minor injuries, but if it 

weren't for Keith he most certainly would have died in the 

fire." Sopocay said the driver at fault claimed she didn't 

see the stop sign because the sun was in her eyes. Besides 

saving the man, the MMR crew put out the fire after 

breaking the back window to pull the driver out. One 

driver was taken to MidMichigan Medical Center - Gratiot 

and the other to MidMichigan Medical Center in Midland. 

Neither had life threatening injuries. Breckenridge-

Wheeler fire and rescue assisted at the scene. "Thank you, 

Keith and Chloe for your swift action in this devastating 

situation," MMR said on social media. "Talk about being 

in the right place at the right time." 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/15/21 23:37pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/16/21 23:36pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/17/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/18/21 5:04am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/19/21 23:05pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/20/21 1:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/21/21 12:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/22/21 23:35pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/23/21 4:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/24/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/25/21 5:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/26/21 23:05pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/27/21 4:04am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/28/21 12:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/29/21 23:38pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 4/30/21 4:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/1/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/2/21 5:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/3/21 1:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 



Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/4/21 21:37pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/5/21 12:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/6/21 20:37pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/7/21 23:36pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/8/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/9/21 21:05pm 30sec   Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/10/21 20:37pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/11/21 1:04am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/12/21 4:03am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/13/21 23:26pm 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/14/21 12:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/15/21 3:03am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/16/21 5:05am 30sec  Preventing Auto Theft 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/17/21 10:41am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/18/21 16:33pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/19/21 11:04am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/20/21 15:31pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/21/21 6:32am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/22/21 3:04am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/23/21 5:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/24/21 18:33pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/25/21 7:48am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/26/21 14:42pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/27/21 8:55am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/28/21 17:17pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/29/21 3:01am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/30/21 5:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 5/31/21 20:40pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA  6/1/21 1:03am 

 

30sec Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

News 6/1/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

120sec A major road project between Ithaca and Alma is set to 

begin Friday in Gratiot County. The road commission 



12:20pm 

 

plans to install an asphalt overlay on a four-mile stretch of 

State Road from Polk Road to Lincoln Road between 

Emerson and Arcada townships. The project will cost an 

estimated $788,000 with federal and state dollars 

supplying 80 percent of the funding while the road 

commission will pay the remainder. Signs have already 

been installed telling motorists to find an alternate route. 

However, one lane of the four-mile stretch will remain 

open with flagmen controlling traffic. It's expected to be 

completed in early July. In total, the road commission has 

$1.7 million in major road and bridge projects scheduled 

for this spring and summer. Both the Tyler Road Bridge 

west of Winans Road over the Pine River in Arcada 

Township and the Cheesman Road Bridge west of 

Michigan Avenue over the Pine River in St. Louis will be 

rehabilitated at a cost of $171,000 each. Those will 

include deck repairs, asphalt resurfacing, waterproofing 

the membrane, concrete beam and approach work, and 

guardrail replacement. Both are expected to be finished by 

Aug. 27 and detours will be in place during construction. 

The two other projects on tap, both of which will receive 

asphalt overlays, are two miles of South Luce Road from 

the south county line to Skyline Drive in Fulton Township 

and one-and-a-half miles of Grant Road between Ely 

Highway and Luce Road in Newark Township costing 

$398,000 and $190,000 respectively. Work on South Luce 

Road is due to be completed by July 1 with Grant Road 

finished in early August. In addition, the road commission 

will chip seal 40 miles of paved roads beginning in June at 

an approximate cost of $27,000 per mile and resurface 120 

miles of gravel roads at a cost of $9,000 per mile. The 

total price tag for that work is estimated at $2.1 million. 

The road commission is responsible for maintaining 1,183 

miles of county roads and 120 bridges 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

News 6/2/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A national bicycling organization has ranked Alma as one 

of the top small cities in the nation for bicyclists. 

PeopleForBikes has released its fourth annual rankings 

using a 100 point scoring system that uses data to analyze 

a community's "bicycle network," which includes its 

systems of paths, trails and streets. Alma was number two 

on the list of cities with populations of 50,000 or less with 

74 points, trailing only Provincetown, Maine with 81 

points. "We focused on bicycle networks because research 

shows that the best cities for bicycling have safe, 

comfortable, connected bike networks that allow riders to 

access the places they need to go like work, schools or 

local businesses," PeopleForBikes Vice President of Local 

Innovation stated in a press release. "It really is as simple 

as 'If you build it, they will come.' Building better bike 

infrastructure is the key to increasing ridership, improving 

safety and working towards equitable mobility." The five 

factors considered were ridership, safely , how the 

network is connected, biker access and how quickly a 

community is improving its biking infrastructure. Alma 

City Manager Matt Schooley and other city officials were 

aware of the ranking and plan to use it to promote more 

awareness of what they have to offer. "We have the River 

Walk that connects to the (Fred Meijer) Heartland Trail, 

and mountain bike trails at Conservation Park," he said. "I 

also think what a lot of people don't realize is we have 

bike lanes on all of our major thoroughfares in town." A 

system of well conditioned gravel roads surrounding the 



city and the fact it hosts two major bicycling events each 

year are also positive factors, he added."We want to 

continue to work on growing (awareness)," Schooley said. 

PeopleForBikes can assist with that goal. "After four years 

of data-driven analysis and evaluation of bicycling in 

American cities, PeopleForBikes can confidently identify 

the actions cities must take to improve bicycling locally," 

according to the press release. "Those lessons are being 

compiled and shared via the organization's Advocacy 

Academy, an online video series and resource library for 

city leaders, decision makers and advocates." Two other 

Michigan communities, Traverse City (sixth) and 

Marquette (ninth), also made the top 10 small city list. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. and Berkeley, Calif. were the top ranked 

cities in the large and medium categories respectively.For 

more information on the rankings go 

to www.cityrankings.peopleforbikes.org or check out the 

organization's Facebook, Twitter or Instagram sites 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/2/21 21:38pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/3/21 12:05am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/4/21 17:39pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/5/21 3:03am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/6/21 5:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/7/21 3:04am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/8/21 10:04am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/9/21 12:05am 30sec   Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/10/21 15:43pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/11/21 21:05pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/12/21 3:03am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/13/21 5:04am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/14/21 9:43am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/15/21 12:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/16/21 14:05pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/17/21 2:03am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/18/21 11:33am 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/19/21 3:03am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/20/21 5:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/21/21 18:42pm 

 

30sec Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/23/21 3:03am 

 

30sec Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ News 6/23/21 7:30am 120sec Since 2013, members of the Pine River Superfund Citizen 

http://www.cityrankings.peopleforbikes.org/


Transportation 8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

Task Force have sought sampling for soil contamination 

where a railroad spur led into the 

former Velsicol Chemical plant site. 

In 2020, EGLE project manager for the site, Erik 

Martinson, finalized a work plan with a budget, but the 

owners of Mid-Michigan Railroad were unresponsive in 

granting access to the property that runs from the chemical 

site south along the Lions Park to Crawford Street in St. 

Louis.Task Force board member, Jim Hall, contacted U.S. 

Representative John Moolenaar’s office.  A phone call 

from aide Ashton Bortz to the owners of the railroad did 

the trick, and gave EGLE access to sample the soil along 

the former railroad bed. “Rail cars were parked for days 

and weeks along that spur, full of chemicals and leaking,” 

said Hall, who grew up in St. Louis. 

Jane Keon, chairperson of the Task Force, said the timing 

is important.  “We need to know if the soil along the path 

of the spur is contaminated while EPA is here cleaning up 

the rest of the Superfund site,” she said.  “They are 

unlikely to come back once they finish the major work and 

leave.”Martinson said drilling contractors are being 

contacted now, and the sampling may begin at the end of 

summer.The proposed sampling area is about 1200 feet 

long and 75 feet wide.  A total of 120 soil samples will be 

taken and submitted for analysis of the full list of volatile 

organic compounds, including TRIS, PBB, HBB, and for 

pesticides, including all six of the DDT isomers. 

The results will be shared with the Task Force and with 

EPA. 

 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/23/21 12:48pm 30sec  Look Twice For Bikes 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/24/21 19:05pm 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/25/21 12:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/26/21 3:03am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/27/21 5:04am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/28/21 3:05am 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/29/21 3:05am 30sec  Tow Truck Scams 

Roads/ 

Transportation 

PSA 6/30/21 20:38pm 30sec  Auto Theft Prevention Tips 

 

 



There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 

 

Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 

Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/1/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families  

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/2/21 2:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/3/21 23:40pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/4/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/5/21 12:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/6/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/7/21 2:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/8/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/9/21 22:37pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/10/21 3:03am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

4/10/21 11:04am 30min Greg Mapes  -Gratiot County Healthy Pine River 

Community 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/11/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/12/21 3:03am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

News 4/13/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec An 8-year-old boy was killed while riding an off-road 

vehicle near Edmore on Monday afternoon. Troopers 

were sent to the scene at a residence in the 11000 block 

of Deja Road, northeast of Edmore in Montcalm 

County's Home Township, at about 1:15 p.m., state 

police from the Lakeview Post said in a press release. 

"Preliminary investigation revealed the ORV was being 

operated by an 8-year-old male driver on private 

property when the ORV overturned," they said. "The 

male driver suffered fatal injuries as a result of this 

crash." The Michigan State Police continues to 

investigate this crash. Troopers were assisted by 

Montcalm County EMS, Home Twp. Fire Department 

and Montcalm Central Dispatch. 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/13/21 10:05am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/14/21 12:47pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/15/21 11:05am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/16/21 16:42pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ PSA 4/17/21 3:04am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 



Environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/18/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/19/21 18:32pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/20/21 9:05am  30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/21/21 8:33am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/22/21 7:48am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/23/21 14:41pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/24/21 23:36pm 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/25/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/26/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/27/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/28/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/29/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 4/30/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/1/21 3:04am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/2/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/3/21 16:32pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/4/21 11:42am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/5/21 18:32pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/6/21 9:42am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/7/21 22:35pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/8/21 3:04am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/9/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/10/21 13:33pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/11/21 6:47am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/12/21 14:32pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/13/21 7:18am 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/14/21 15:44pm 30sec  Call Ms Dig before you dig 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/15/21 22:05pm 30sec  Become a Volunteer Firefighter 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/16/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/17/21 12:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 



Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/18/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/19/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/20/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/21/21 2:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/22/21 23:05pm 30sec  Become a Volunteer Firefighter 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/23/21 19:38pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/24/21 3:03am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/25/21 23:38pm 30sec  Become a Volunteer Firefighter 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/26/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/27/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/28/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/29/21 23:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 5/31/21 22:35pm 30sec  Become a Volunteer Firefighter 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/1/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/2/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/3/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/4/21 22:36pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/5/21 3:04am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/6/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/7/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/8/21 3:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

News 6/8/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A 10-year-old Gratiot County boy was killed early 

Monday morning when he fell from a fender on a farm 

tractor and was run over. Gratiot deputies and medical 

personnel were sent to an address on South Ely 

Highway, south of Wilson Road, just after 6 a.m., 

Gratiot sheriff's officials said in a press release. "A 10-

year-old male had been riding on the fender of a farm 

tractor when it hit a bump and he fell from the fender 

and was subsequently run over by the tractor and the 

implement it was pulling," they said. The child was 

pronounced dead at the scene. A family member driving 

the tractor was not injured. Sheriff's officials were 

assisted by Mobile Medical Response and Perrinton 

Fire/Rescue. The accident remains under investigation. 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/9/21 4:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ PSA 6/10/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 



Environment 

      

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/11/21 2:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/12/21 3:03am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/14/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/15/21 1:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/16/21 4:03am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/17/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/18/21 22:37pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/19/21 3:02am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/20/21 21:05pm 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/21/21 2:05am 30sec  Forests for a Lifetime – Keep Sustainable Forests 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/22/21 1:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/23/21 4:03am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/24/21 3:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/25/21 2:04am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/26/21 3:03am 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

Instep With 

Gratiot 

County 

6/26/21 11:04am 30min  Bob from Farmer’s Union- Discussion of what a 

farmer’s union/co-op is and how it affects our 

community 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/27/21 19:36pm 30sec  How a fishing License helps the environment 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/28/21 2:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/29/21 1:05am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

Agriculture/ 

Environment 

PSA 6/30/21 4:03am 30sec  Evergreen- Yard work for Military Families 

 



There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by station WMLM along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period of April thru June 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues 

appear does not reflect priority of significance. Issues were determined by news, PSA’s received and interviews with community 

leaders and station management. 
Description of Issue Program/ 

Segment 
Date  Time Length Narration of type and description of Program 

Crime News 4/1/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec An attempted traffic stop in Harrison turned into a 

vehicle chase and then a foot pursuit after the car's 

driver refused to stop, accelerated and headed for a 

nearby field. State troopers tried to stop the vehicle in 

the parking lot of the Harrison Family Fare store just 

before 6:30 p.m. on Friday. "The vehicle drove 

recklessly through the parking lot and into a field 

adjacent to the parking lot," state police from the Mt. 

Pleasant post said in a press release. Troopers lost sight 

of the vehicle as it drove into a wooded area and 

pathway near the Richard Drive Apartments."Troopers 

and Clare sheriff’s deputies canvassed the area near the 

Richard Drive Apartments but were initially unable to 

locate the suspect vehicle. "Troopers then observed two 

individuals, a 25-year-old man and a 27-year-old man, 

both from Harrison, running through a wooded area 

near the apartments," police said. "A foot pursuit was 

initiated, and the 25-year-old man was quickly 

apprehended." The 27-year-old man ran into a local 

business and was later apprehended. Investigation 

resulted in the location of contraband discarded by the 

suspects to include suspected methamphetamine and a 

taser disguised as a cell phone. The two men were 

found to be on parole out of Clare County. The 27-

year-old man, who had been operating the vehicle, had 

an outstanding warrant for a parole violation and a 

suspended driver's license. Both men were taken to the 

Clare County Jail. 

Crime News 4/6/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec The suspect arrested in connection with the robbery of 

the Commercial Bank branch office in Middleton has 

been scheduled for a competency evaluation. Joseph 

Anis King, 37, of Lansing, was arraigned in Gratiot 

County District Court earlier this month and charged 

with the Feb. 19 crime. Deputies and Michigan 

Department of Corrections officials had arrested King 

without incident at his Lansing home on March 1 The 

MDOC was involved because the suspect was still on 

parole for previous offenses. After an initial court 

hearing on March 16, King was ordered to undergo a 

psychiatric evaluation at the states' forensic center, 

Prosecutor Keith Kushion said. King's preliminary 

examination, which had been set for March 23, was 

postponed until results of the exam are received, he 

added. "That puts everything on hold," Kushion said. 

The results of the competency hearing, now scheduled 

for 11 a.m. May 19 in Gratiot County District Court, 

will determine whether or not King has the mental 

capacity to understand the charges and alleged offense 

he has committed, and if he's competent to stand trial. 

If he is deemed competent a preliminary hearing will 

then take place at which time King will have the 

opportunity to enter a plea to the bank robbery charges. 

At this time he remains lodged in the Gratiot County 

Jail with bond set at $500,000. According to MDOC 



records, Since 2003 King has had more than a dozen 

other prior convictions for various crimes in 

Missaukee, Wexford, Eaton, Osceola, Mecosta and 

Muskegon counties. Among those are attempted 

larceny, possession of a stolen car, home invasion, 

multiple counts of retail fraud, possession of cocaine 

and possession of methamphetamines. 

Crime News 4/7/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

60sec Two roommates had spent a few days arguing over 

rent. Finally, things boiled over and one was arrested 

after threatening the other with a knife. Deputies were 

called to the 4000 block of South Isabella Road last 

Wednesday after a 30-year-old man was accused by his 

37-year-old roommate of brandishing an eight-inch 

kitchen knife at him. The two had argued the preceding 

several days over rent, said Sheriff Michael Main in an 

email. No one was injured and the 30 year old was 

arrested. 

Crime News 4/8/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec A Mt. Pleasant police officer was pulling out of the 

department's lot when he saw a man he'd been looking 

for. The man then led the officer on a high-speed chase 

down Fancher Street, and a short foot chase on the 

north side of Pickard. The chase happened at 

approximately 4:15 p.m. Monday, shortly after the 

officer saw a car associated with the suspect as he was 

turning north on Mission Street from the department's 

back lot. He saw the black Equinox as he was crossing 

High Street, and turned around and turned on his 

emergency lights, according to a police report about the 

incident. When he caught up to the Equinox on High 

Street at Kinney, the suspect drove up onto the curb, 

back into the road and then accelerated after turning 

north on Fancher. The officer gave chase, and estimated 

that the speed reached 60-70 mph, before slowing 

down. The suspect, meanwhile, drove through stop 

signs at Michigan, Broadway and Mosher. As the 

officer was clearing the intersection at Mosher and 

Fancher, he reported that the Equinox was turning right 

on Pickard. When he reached Pickard, he saw the 

Equinox in Pickard just east of Fancher. He parked in 

the road with his emergency flashers on. The car was 

empty, but construction workers on the northeast corner 

were yelling and pointing towards the east. After 

running to the north side of the building as directed by 

the construction workers, the officer reported seeing 

the suspect running across Kinney Street to a large 

white building. The officer approached the north side 

of the building, and another officer who arrived on 

scene went to the building's east side. The discovered 

the suspect in a lean-to structure on the north side of 

the building and arrested him.During subsequent 

searches of the suspect and his vehicle, which was 

impounded, they discovered methamphetamine, scales 

and knives. 

Crime News 4/12/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec Clare man who has also worked as a hospitality 

management professor is facing federal tax fraud and 

witness tampering charges for his role as manager of 

his father's hotel. Harold Walls, along with his father 



Karl Walls, made their initial appearance in federal 

district court in Bay City late last month on tax fraud 

and obstruction charges. Court records on the case were 

initially sealed, at the request of federal prosecutors, for 

fear that one or both of the defendants would flee or try 

to contact witnesses in the case, but they were made 

public after the initial appearance. Rather than pay 

himself regular wages through the hotel’s payroll 

system, Harold Walls allegedly caused himself to be 

paid by other means, including by paying personal 

expenses from the hotel’s operating account, federal 

officials said in a press release. Harold Walls then 

allegedly filed individual income tax returns for 2013 

through 2017 that did not report any income from the 

hotel. Rather, Harold Walls allegedly only reported 

wages from his employment as a professor of 

hospitality management and income from the rental of 

farmland. The indictment further charges that Karl 

Walls reported income and expenses for the Days Inn 

Clare on Schedules C attached to his individual tax 

returns. From 2012 through 2017, Harold Walls 

allegedly provided and caused his father to provide 

false and incomplete information to Karl Walls’ return 

preparer, which resulted in the preparation of Schedules 

C for the hotel that understated its gross receipts and 

overstated its expenses. In particular, the information 

allegedly provided to the tax return preparer did not 

include revenue for 11 “off book” rooms that were not 

tracked in the hotel’s reservation system and, as a 

result, the revenue for these rooms was not reported on 

the Schedules C. The information allegedly provided to 

the tax return preparer also included inflated expense 

figures for the hotel’s property taxes for 2013, 2014, 

and 2017. Finally, the indictment charges that both 

Harold Walls and Karl Walls attempted to obstruct the 

criminal investigation of Harold Walls. In January 

2017, after IRS-Criminal Investigation (IRS-CI) special 

agents notified Harold Walls that he was the subject of 

a criminal tax investigation, Harold Walls allegedly 

made false statements to the special agents about his 

work at the hotel and attempted to cause a hotel 

employee to make similar false statements. In October 

2018, Karl Walls also allegedly attempted to corruptly 

persuade two witnesses to provide false testimony to 

the grand jury regarding his son’s employment at the 

hotel. Harold Walls is charged with filing false tax 

returns, aiding in the preparation of false tax returns, 

and endeavoring to obstruct the IRS. If convicted, 

Harold Walls faces a maximum term of imprisonment 

of three years on each of the tax and obstruction 

charges. Karl Walls is charged with two counts of 

witness tampering. Karl Walls faces a maximum term 

of imprisonment of 20 years on each count of witness 

tampering. Both defendants also face a period of 

supervised release and monetary penalties. A federal 

district court judge will determine any sentence after 

considering the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and other 

statutory factors. 

 



Crime News 4/20/21 7:30am 
8:30am 
12:20pm 
 

120sec A 17-year-old Harrison man is jailed for assaulting 

several people with a knife last week in an argument 

over a car. Deputies were called to the 4300 block of 

Oak Flats, northeast of Harrison, late Friday afternoon. 

"Responding deputies arrived in the area and found that 

a 17-year-old Harrison man was armed with a knife and 

attempting to confront several subjects that were in a 

vehicle," officials said. "He then grabbed a knife, 

assaulted and threatened multiple people with the knife 

and broke out a vehicle window." William Yats of 

Harrison was arraigned in 80th District Court on 

Monday by magistrate Steven Worpell on eight charges 

of assault with a dangerous weapon and malicious 

destruction of property. Bond was set at $20,000 cash. 

Yats remains in the Clare County Jail. 

Crime News 4/22/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec Law enforcement in Roscommon County are 

continuing to search for 31-year-old Christy Jackson. 

Jackson was last seen on April 7, walking the 

Houghton Lake shoreline near the intersection of M-55 

and Holly Avenue. She was last seen wearing a red 

shirt and blue jeans and is expected to currently have 

very short hair. According to the Roscommon County 

Sheriff Facebook page, "Her family is very concerned 

for her safety and would appreciate any information 

that can be provided." If anyone has any information 

regarding Jackson's whereabouts or have had contact 

with her after April 7, please contact the Sheriff's office 

at 989-275-5101 or the Denton Police Department at 

989-366-4518. 

Crime News 4/26/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A search continues for the suspects in early-morning 

shootings Saturday that left two Central Michigan 

University students injured, one of them a backup 

quarterback on the Chippewa football team. 

Investigators are poring over tips, witness accounts, 

social media posts and a few videos from the scene of 

the shootings, which occurred just before 1 a.m. 

Saturday at Deerfield Village Apartments in Union 

Township, said Isabella County Sheriff Mike Main. 

Family members have identified the most seriously 

injured victim as John Keller, a transfer quarterback 

from Ohio on the CMU football team. Keller, 20, was 

shot once in the chest and initially listed in critical 

condition after being flown by medical helicopter to 

Hurley Medical Center in Flint. "John was shot in the 

chest by an unknown assailant," friends said Saturday 

on a fundraising page to assist with medical expenses. 

"Right now John is fighting for his life at Hurley 

Medical Center and remains in critical condition after 

being life flighted from another hospital nearby." 

Family members have since said his condition has been 

upgraded to serious. In the first 17 hours the fundraiser 

for Keller - with an initial goal of $1,000 - has raised 

$13,781 from 247 donors. A 23-year-old victim, also a 

CMU student and also shot once, is listed in stable 

condition at MidMichigan Medical Center in Midland, 

Main said. Law enforcement from multiple agencies 

searched the Mt. Pleasant area for suspects on Saturday 

and Sunday, but has not made any arrests. Main has 

said they are looking for "persons of interest" but has 

https://www.facebook.com/Roscommon-County-Sheriff-1444834802414482/
https://www.facebook.com/Roscommon-County-Sheriff-1444834802414482/


not identified the suspects by name or released any 

descriptions."The ICSO detectives are poring over 

multiple tips, leads and social media posts," he said. 

"We have received a lot of video and other information 

on this incident thus far. We are following leads that are 

persons of interest currently."In addition, he asked that 

those with information share it via email, Facebook 

messages or on an anonymous tip link. 

Those include: 

Email: isabellasheriff@isabellacounty.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/isabell

eacountysheriffsoffice (Private message our 

page) 

Website: www.isabellacounty.org (under the 

Sheriffs Office tab in the anonymous tip 

section) 

Assisting in the response, search and investigation have 

been the Michigan State Police Crime Lab, Central 

Michigan University Police Department, Mt. Pleasant 

Police Department, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Department and Mobile Medical Response. 

Crime News 4/28/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec One suspect has been arrested in the shooting of two 

Central Michigan University students at a party last 

Saturday morning. Police officials say another arrest is 

likely. Detectives with the Isabella County Sheriff's 

Office — working with the Michigan State Police 

Fugitive Team — arrested Kenneth Thomas in the 

Detroit area on Tuesday afternoon, said Sheriff Michael 

Main in a press release. Thomas is expected to be 

arraigned on 10 counts on Wednesday, Main said. He is 

not currently lodged in the Isabella County Jail. 

Thomas came to Mt. Pleasant from the Detroit area as 

part of a group that visited local bars and nightclubs, 

Main said. When those closed down, they went to 

Deerfield Village Apartments, where they heard that an 

afterhours party was taking place. While at the party, 

they began to fight with the people already at the party. 

Thomas got a gun from the vehicle and fired into the 

apartment. Two CMU students were hit, Tyler Bunting, 

a senior, and John Keller, a quarterback with the 

football team. On Monday, Bunting was reported in 

stable condition at MidMichigan Medical Center-

Midland, and Keller was reported in serious condition 

at Hurley Hospital. After firing the gun, Thomas — 

who was a Farmington Hills native with otherwise no 

ties to the Mt. Pleasant area — fled back to Detroit, 

Main said. Detectives interviewed dozens of witnesses, 

examined a large number of social media posts, 

interviewed witnesses and executed several search 

warrants in building the case, Main said.A second 

suspect is expected to be arrested in coming days. 

mailto:isabellasheriff@isabellacounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/isabelleacountysheriffsoffice
https://www.facebook.com/isabelleacountysheriffsoffice
http://www.isabellacounty.org/


Crime News 4/30/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

60sec A Remus man is in the Isabella County Jail accused of 

multiple instances of raping a child. The 37-year-old 

man, whose name is being withheld pending his 

arraignment Thursday afternoon, was arrested by 

troopers with the Michigan State Police on Wednesday 

for acts that are alleged to have taken place between 

Jan. 1, 2018 and May 1, 2019, according to the 

criminal complaint. Prosecutors are expected to charge 

him with three counts of first-degree criminal sexual 

conduct involving a family relation between the ages of 

13-16, and three counts of accosting a minor for 

immoral purposes CSC-1 is a felony that potentially 

carries a life sentence, accosting a minor for immoral 

purposes is a four-year felony. The affidavit for the 

case, which outlines the details of just what happened, 

has been moved to the non-public file because the 

alleged victim is a minor. The man is scheduled for 

arraignment at 2:30 p.m. in front of Magistrate Sandra 

Strauss 

Crime News 5/3/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

60sec The Isabella County Sheriffs Office reports that 13-

year-old Jason Kelly has been found. The Sheriffs 

Office posted on their Facebook that the teenager from 

a Union Township subdivision had been missing since 

Thursday, April 29. The matter was being investigated 

as a runaway youth. Kelly was found on Friday, April 

30 and is currently safe at his home. The Sheriffs 

Office thanks the community members for their help 

and information. 

Crime News 5/5/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

60sec An armed robbery at a Mt. Pleasant convenience store 

was thwarted in the early-morning hours Tuesday when 

the store owner also pulled a gun and the would-be 

robber fled. Officials are searching for a man who was 

last seen wearing black clothing with a white stocking 

cap and carrying a string-pull style backpack, Isabella 

County Sheriff Michael Main said in a press release. 

Deputies were dispatched to a reported armed robbery 

at about 1:40 a.m. at Liquor Central at the corner of 

Broadway and Isabella in Union Township. "The store 

clerk indicated that the suspect entered the store and 

was wearing a knitted style hat and face mask," Main 

said. "The man pulled a handgun from the pocket of his 

hooded sweatshirt and demanded money." Main said 

the owner then pulled a gun as well. "The store owner 

stated that he (the store owner) pulled a handgun on the 

suspect, the suspect then ran from the store." Law 

enforcement responded to the area and attempted to 

locate the suspect who was last seen running 

westbound from the store. The suspect was not located 

during the incident and subsequent search. Sheriff's 

officials are asking anyone with tips to contact them via 

Facebook messenger, on their website or by phone. 

Assisting sheriff's deputies were Michigan State Police, 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police, Mt. Pleasant Police 

Department, Isabella County Central Dispatch and 

Central Michigan University Police Department. 



Crime News 5/10/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

600sec A 39-year-old Clare man was taken into custody after 

threatening to shoot a woman with a bow and arrow. 

Troopers from the Michigan State Police Mt. Pleasant 

Post were dispatched to an address in Vernon Township 

of Isabella County for a Felonious Assault complaint. 

The victim reported the suspect threatened to shoot her 

with a bow and arrow and was also armed with a knife. 

The victim was able to leave the residence and call 911 

before the suspect was able to act on his threats The 

officers were subsequently able to talk the suspect out 

of the residence and take him into custody without 

incident. Family members report the suspect was 

possibly having a mental health episode. The suspect 

was ultimately transported to Midland for a mental 

health evaluation by MMR (Mobile Medical 

Response). This case will be forwarded to the Isabella 

County Prosecutor’s Office for review.Troopers were 

assisted on scene by the Clare City Police, Clare 

County Central Dispatch, and MMR. 

 

Crime News 5/13/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

60sec A Lansing man was charged last week with the early 

February of a 33-year-oid woman and using Isabella 

County to dispose of her body, which was located in 

late March. Cory Coddington, 40, of Lansing, was 

charged May 5 in Ingham County's 54-A District Court 

with open murder and felony firearm in the death of 

Melissa Nicole Murray, 33, of Mason. Investigators 

said they tracked Coddington to a location inside 

Lansing on Feb. 2, because he was wearing a GPS 

tether. During Coddington's arraignment, investigators 

said it was there that Coddington killed Murray. They 

also tracked him at a currently undisclosed location in 

Isabella County on Feb. 2, according to media 

accounts of Coddington's arraignment. She was 

discovered on March 24. Police are withholding the 

specific address where Murray's body was located, 

calling the investigation ongoing. Coddington is 

currently lodged without bond at the Ingham County 

Jail, awaiting his preliminary hearing on May 20. 

 

Crime News 5/14/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

90sec Attorney General Dana Nessel announced a circuit 

court judge has reinstated charges against an Oxford 

man accused of creating false documents related to 

alcohol breath testing devices Tuesday, May 11. 

Andrew Clark, of Oxford, was charged last year with 

crimes related to falsifying the documents related to 

tests and repairs on the DataMaster DMT devices, 

which measure the alcohol level of drivers suspected of 

drunk driving. Charges filed against 2 technicians for 

allegedly faking breathalyzer equipment service for the 

state The investigation caused all 203 of Michigan's 

alcohol breath testing devices to be taken offline 

temporarily, amid a probe into the allegations. As of 

Feb. 13, 2020, the devices were back online. Eaton 

County District Court Judge Julie O'Neill found no 

probable cause to send Clark to jail. Nessel appealed 

this ruling, which was overruled by 56th Circuit Court 

Judge David Jordan Monday, May 10. Clark faces two 

counts of forgery of a public record, two counts of 

https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/downtown-old-town-reo-town/testimony-suspect-was-wearing-gps-tether-when-he-killed-buried-mason-woman
https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/downtown-old-town-reo-town/testimony-suspect-was-wearing-gps-tether-when-he-killed-buried-mason-woman
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/news/copscourts/charges-filed-against-2-technicians-for-allegedly-faking-breathalyzer-equipment-service-for-the-state/article_7258957a-9c5b-11ea-b48c-87461cfd84c7.html
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/tncms/asset/editorial/7258957a-9c5b-11ea-b48c-87461cfd84c7
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/tncms/asset/editorial/7258957a-9c5b-11ea-b48c-87461cfd84c7
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/tncms/asset/editorial/7258957a-9c5b-11ea-b48c-87461cfd84c7
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/news/michigans-alcohol-breath-test-devices-are-back-amid-probe/article_ac991478-4e52-11ea-ae3c-efdbb0093e32.html


uttering and publishing, and two counts of the use of a 

computer to commit a crime. No trial date has been set 

for Clark. If convicted, the total charges against Clark 

could total 76 years in prison. The other defendant, 

David John, of Kalamazoo, pleaded guilty to all nine 

charges faced, including three counts of forgery of a 

public record, three counts of uttering and publishing, 

and three counts of the use of a computer to commit a 

crime. He was sentenced to 36 months' probation, with 

the first nine months to be served in the Kalamazoo 

County Jail. 

Crime News 5/19/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A Middleton man is in jail for drunken driving and his 

passenger is in critical condition at a Grand Rapids 

hospital after she fell off his motorcycle Monday 

evening in Montcalm County. Charles L. Simmons, 41, 

of Middleton, was drunk when he accelerated rapidly 

on South Main Street near South Shore Drive in Crystal 

Township about 7:20 p.m. Monday, Montcalm Sheriff 

Mike Williams said in a press release. His passenger, a 

42-year-old Vestaburg woman who fell from the 

motorcycle, is in critical condition at Butterworth 

Trauma Center in Grand Rapids. "Witnesses indicated 

the driver accelerated at a high rate of speed, causing 

the female passenger to fall from the motorcycle," 

Williams said. "The passenger struck her head on the 

pavement. Neither the passenger nor driver were 

wearing helmets and the female sustained head and 

neck injuries." Simmons was arrested and has been 

charged with drunken driving causing serious injury 

and driving without a license causing serious injury. He 

was arraigned and remains in jail on a $175,000 bond. 

The Sheriff’s Office was assisted by the Michigan State 

Police, Montcalm County Emergency Medical 

Services, and Montcalm County Central Dispatch. 

Crime News 5/21/21 7:30am 

8:30am 
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120sec Two Harrison men are facing methamphetamine and 

heroin charges after a search warrant was executed at a 

home in Hayes Township north of Harrison on 

Tuesday, Clare sheriff's officials said."There was a 

search warrant executed at a residence on Forest Mead 

in Hayes Township and several grams of heroin and 

meth were seized through the investigation," officials 

said.  

Charged are: 

Joshua Kerns, 36, facing second offenses for 

both possession of methamphetamine 

possession of heroin. He's jailed on a $50,000 

cash bond. 

Seneca Sybert, 41, of Harrison charged with 

second offenses of delivering 

methamphetamine and heroin and also second 

offenses of possession of both drugs. He's held 

on $100,000 bond. 



Both men were arraigned in 80th District Court 

Wednesday by Magistrate Steven Worpell. Kerns was 

discharged from the Michigan Department of 

Corrections two years ago on charges of fleeing a 

police officer and resisting arrest in 2016. He also has 

prior convictions for third offense drunken driving in 

2011 and attempting to steal a car in 2005, among 

others. Seneca is on state-supervised probation until 

July 2022 for providing drugs to Clare jail inmates in 

2018 and also has convictions for selling drugs and 

larceny. 

 

Crime News 5/24/21 7:30am 

8:30am 
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60sec The Clare County Sheriff Department reported a 

complaint of a possible attempted child abduction at 

the Harrison City Park around 2 p.m. Sunday, May 23. 

The suspect is described as driving a newer style blue 

Dodge Ram, two-door extended cab pickup. The driver 

is believed to be around 50-60 years of age. He was 

wearing a blue flannel shirt and blue jeans. Deputies 

were told the vehicle was also seen at Wilson State 

Park. Anyone with information is asked to call Clare 

County Central Dispatch at (989)539-7166. 

Crime News 5/27/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

60sec Mt. Pleasant police officers are investigating a Tuesday 

night shooting - reported as a suicide assisted by the 

victim's son - that left a 67-year-old man dead in the 

southwest corner of the city. The shooting took place at 

approximately 10:25 Tuesday night, according to a 

press release from the Mt. Pleasant Police Department. 

When officers arrived, they found the man dead. He 

had earlier attempted suicide, the press release said, but 

was assisted by his 36-year-old son. He had two 

gunshot wounds, police said. Police were sent to the 

scene of the shooting, on Peachwood Lane, while 

medical personnel staged nearby. Officers are treating 

it as a homicide. Neither the name of the victim nor his 

son were released. 

 

Crime News 5/28/21 7:30am 

8:30am 

12:20pm 

 

120sec A memorial dedicated to a U.S. Army private who was 

killed while serving in Iraq 17 years ago has been 

stolen, St. Louis police officials said. The wooden 

cutout - depicting a kneeling soldier, a rifle and a cross 

- was in memory of Army PFC Richard "Ricky" Rosas, 

a St. Louis native who was killed by an IED in 

Fallujah, Iraq in 2004 during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

"The St. Louis Police Department is asking for 

assistance locating a missing memorial from Clapp 

Park," the department said on Facebook. "A wooden 

cutout (similar to the one pictured) that is painted all 

black is now missing. The memorial, in place for 

several years, was located on the south side of Clapp 

Park south of the gazebo near M-46. Officials, quoting 

Gratiot County historian Jim Goodspeed, said Rosas 

was the first Gratiot County man to die during wartime 

in the 21st Century. Rosas was 21 years old and he left 

behind a daughter who he did not get to meet. Rosas 

received the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal 

(he received two), the Iraqi Campaign Medal, National 



Defense Service Medal, War on Terrorism Service 

Medal and Army Service Ribbon, and the Basic 

Marksmanship Qualifications Badge (Expert – 

Machine Gun). Private Rosas was laid to rest in St. 

Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Lansing. Anyone with 

information is asked to contact Officer Matt VanHall 

via email at mvanhall@stlouismi.com or Chief Richard 

Ramereiz at rramereiz@stlouismi.com. Tips can also 

be phoned to the St. Louis Police Department at 989-

681-5285. 

Crime News 6/3/21 7:30am 

8:30am 
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120sec For the second time in the past few weeks vandals have 

damaged several displays along the Alma Public 

Library's 'Storywalk.' The brainchild of Juvenile 

Services Director Marla Drury, the 'Storywalk' runs 

from the pavilions at Pine River Park back to the 

library following the city's river walk. It consists of 20 

different stops with each featuring pages from a 

children's book that can be followed from beginning to 

end along the walkway. The most recent damage is 

believed to have happened sometime over the weekend, 

according to library Director Lori Taylor. "Everything 

was fine on Friday but we had someone who was 

walking with their children (following the 'Storywalk') 

and messaged us that several had been torn apart," she 

explained. About four of the displays were damaged by 

either having the posts pulled out of the ground or the 

boards and glass tops broken and the pages pulled out, 

Taylor added. "We're having a very difficult time 

keeping up with the vandalism," she said. "It's been a 

battle. The last time three posts were found in the 

river." That occurred just last month. The Alma Police 

Department has been notified of the damage. "They are 

working on it," Taylor said. "We're just waiting to hear 

something back." The 'Storywalk' was installed last 

September and the stories are changed monthly. The 

library is looking for "some creative solutions" to 

continue to offer the walkway without getting damaged 

once again. But even putting the poles deeper into the 

ground didn't stop the most recent vandals, Taylor 

noted. Anyone with any information regarding the 

incident is asked to call the APD at 989-463-8317 

Crime News 6/7/21 7:30am 
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120sec Police on Sunday night identified the man wanted in 

the stabbing death of a Mt. Pleasant girl and sought tips 

to help locate him. Wanted on a murder warrant is 

Isaiah Gary Gardenhire, also known as “Zeke”. 

Gardenhire is a black male, 40 years of age, 6-foot-1, 

180 pounds, with black hair and brown eyes. "There is 

an active homicide warrant for his arrest," police said. 

"If you have any information regarding the 

whereabouts of Gardenhire please contact 911 or the tip 

line (at 877-616-4677)." Gardenhire is on the run in the 

killing of a Mt. Pleasant child overnight. A mother told 

authorities a man had stabbed her daughters just after 3 

a.m. at a house in front of Jamestown Apartments on 

Isabella Road, just south of Broomfield Road. Initial 

police and medical responders said there were three 

patients and police later said that one, the victim of a 

possible sexual assault before being stabbed, had died. 

"Investigators have obtained information on a potential 

mailto:mvanhall@stlouismi.com
mailto:rramereiz@stlouismi.com


suspect and are actively searching their location," they 

said. "At this time, there does not appear to be an 

immediate danger to the public." The woman said the 

man was still inside the house when she called 911, but 

he had left before police arrived. The man had earlier 

that morning been picked up at Bradley Trailer Park, 

police said. Initial reports said the caller and five 

children had been inside the house. "The Michigan 

State Police Lansing Crime Lab is processing the 

scene, and this remains an active, ongoing 

investigation," state police said. Troopers were assisted 

by the Isabella County Sheriff’s Office, Mount Pleasant 

Police Department, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Department, Central Michigan University Police 

Department, and Isabella County Central Dispatch. 

Crime News 6/9/21 7:30am 
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120sec The man accused of raping his girlfriend and 

murdering her daughter Sunday morning in Mt. 

Pleasant was arraigned on 12 charges Tuesday 

afternoon, seven of them carrying maximum sentences 

of life. During the arraignment, Isaiah Gary 

Gardenhire, 40, of Mt. Pleasant, also yawned loudly 

repeatedly and gave the middle finger repeatedly at the 

camera connecting him to court proceedings, 

prompting the presiding judge to restrict his audio and 

video feeds to receive only. Gardenhire was originally 

sought on a warrant for open murder for the 13-year-

old girl he is accused of murdering and first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct using a weapon in what was 

described as starting as a domestic incident early 

Sunday morning in a house in front of Jamestown 

Apartments, 4075 S. Isabella Road, in Mt. Pleasant. He 

had lived there for approximately a year with his 

girlfriend, Isabella County Prosecutor Dave Barberi 

said at a Tuesday afternoon press conference. Both 

open murder and first-degree criminal sexual conduct 

are felonies that carry a maximum sentence of life. 

Gardenhire's arraignment, originally scheduled to start 

at 3 p.m. was delayed nearly an hour as his indictment 

expanded to 12 different charges, including five 

additional ones carrying a maximum of life in prison. 

The additional charges came from crimes alleged to 

have come Sunday night into Monday morning in an 

apartment in Jamestown Apartments. Gardenhire is 

believed to have fled the house for a vacant apartment 

in the complex and monitoring a nearby apartment in 

which a man and a woman lived. At approximately 11 

p.m. Sunday night, he is accused of taking both hostage 

for the night, assaulting both and repeatedly raping the 

woman. He is accused of robbing both and stealing 

their car. The additional charges include three 

additional counts of CSC-1 (multiple variables), a life 

felony; one count of armed robbery, a life felony; 

carjacking, a life felony; first-degree home invasion, a 

20-year felony; two counts of unlawful imprisonment, 

a 15-year felony; and two counts of assault with a 

dangerous weapon, a four-year felony. Neither were 

hospitalized as of Tuesday afternoon, Barberi said, 

adding that they are seriously emotionally traumatized. 

On Monday morning, Gardenhire is believed to have 

fled Mt. Pleasant for the Flint area, where he turned 



himself over to local law enforcement. Law 

enforcement searched the Mt. Pleasant area for him all 

Monday long, at one point focusing their efforts on an 

area on Leaton south of Broadway. Much of their effort 

was directed to following up on tips concerning the car 

he is accused of stealing, a black Ford Fusion. During a 

press conference Tuesday, Lt. Josh Lator, Mt. Pleasant 

post commander, said that there are a lot of black Ford 

Fusions in the Mt. Pleasant area, saying that his officers 

found one parking lot with 30 of them. Gardenhire was 

charged with second-degree criminal sexual conduct 

and put on notice as a habitual offender in Mason 

County on May 208. He was out on $7,500 bond, with 

10 percent cash or surety, on those charges. 

Considering that Gardenhire had a considerable 

criminal history, Barberi called the decision to set a low 

bond unfortunate and reflective of a kinder, gentler 

approach towards pre-trial release. "If he remained in 

custody, frankly I believe this incident doesn't occur, " 

he said at Tuesday's press conference. 

Crime News 6/15/21 7:30am 
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12:20pm 

 

120sec An elderly woman driving a Winnebago motorhome - 

who police would later learn had items believed stolen 

from the Mt. Pleasant Walmart - led police on a long 

slow-speed chase Saturday, slamming into several cars, 

driving miles on a tire flattened by stop strips, and 

going the wrong way on US-131. Other motorists first 

reported the Winnebago driving recklessly about 1:30 

that afternoon in the area of M-46 and M-91, west of 

Edmore."Troopers observed the vehicle pass at least 

nine vehicles on the right at the stop light for M-91 at 

M-46 and then disregard the red light," state police said 

in a press release. Troopers attempted a traffic stop but 

the RV continued west on M-46 below the posted 

speeds. "Troopers passed the RV thinking the driver did 

not see their lights and made eye contact with the 

elderly female driver," police said. "The driver then 

passed the troopers vehicle and continued west on M-

46 and then south on Federal Highway." For safety 

reasons trooper shut down their emergency lights and 

siren but continued to follow at posted speeds. At M-82 

and Amy School Road troopers attempted to stop the 

RV by using stop sticks. "As the RV approached the 

trooper’s patrol vehicle, the RV suddenly and 

aggressively crossed all the lanes of traffic and almost 

collided with the patrol vehicle." Stop sticks punctured 

the driver's side front tire, but the RV continued on the 

flat tire but the RV continued south on US-131 to the 

eastbound Cannonsville Road exit. Troopers then got in 

front of the RV as it attempted to turn back west on 

Cannonsville when the RV rear-ended the trooper’s 

patrol vehicle. "The RV hit a second patrol vehicle 

before driving south on US-131 in the north bound 

lanes," police said. "Traffic was backed up due to a 

previous car fire and the RV continued south 

attempting to drive between both lanes of traffic 

colliding with at least four civilian driven vehicles." 

The RV then used a crossover and continued to drive 

south on US-131 in the southbound lanes. The vehicle 

eventually exited US-131 on the ramp to 17 Mile Road 

and turned east at which time troopers performed a 



successful pit maneuver. Two female occupants were 

arrested without incident. While responding to assist, a 

deputy from the Kent County Sheriff’s Department, 

who was positioned at 17 Mile Rd and US-131, was hit 

while in the patrol vehicle by another driver. The 

deputy was transported to Spectrum Hospital by Life 

EMS for back and neck pain. The driver of the RV was 

arrested and lodged at the Montcalm County Jail 

pending arraignment. A search of the RV located 

several large electronic items believed to be stolen 

from the Mount Pleasant Walmart.Assisting were MSP 

Rockford, the Kent County Sheriff’s Department, 

Bud’s Towing, Cedar Springs Fire, Solon Township 

Fire and Rockford EMS. Anyone who was in these 

areas during this time and sustained damage to their 

vehicle by the RV is asked to contact Trooper Lewis at 

the MSP Lakeview Post at 989-352-8444.. 
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60sec Troopers from the Lakeview Post of the Michigan State 

Police assisted federal agents early Tuesday, attempting 

to stop suspects in a drug store break-in that happened 

in Kalamazoo. A traffic stop was attempted in Ionia 

County but the vehicle fled and was eventually stopped 

when it crashed in Grand Ledge. "Troopers attempted 

to stop the vehicle on eastbound I-96, in Ionia County, 

when the driver of the vehicle failed to stop and a 

pursuit was initiated," state police said in a press 

release. Troopers followed the suspect vehicle south on 

M-100, into the city of Grand Ledge in Eaton County. 

"Troopers lost sight of the vehicle in the construction 

zone but located the vehicle a short time later, crashed 

into the deck of a residence," they said. "One suspect 

was taken into custody while a second suspect was on 

the loose." Through the investigation and witness 

statements, a second suspect vehicle was identified 

with four additional occupants. This vehicle was 

located and stopped on I-96 near Lansing Road and all 

five individuals, including the outstanding suspect, 

were taken into custody without incident. This incident 

remains under investigation by the DEA. 

Crime News 6/21/21 7:30am 
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120sec A competency hearing for the man charged with killing 

his wife earlier this year in Gratiot County's Seville 

Township has been delayed for a second time. Troy 

Burke, 44, was charged with open murder and felony 

firearms in the Jan. 27 shooting death of his wife, 

Jessica Buke, 29, in their Elwell home. Initially a 

preliminary hearing was scheduled for Feb. 18. 

However, that was cancelled following a Feb. 11 

probable cause hearing in 65th District Court where 

Burke was ordered to undergo a competency 

examination conducted by state forensic psychologists. 

That was supposed to be completed in time for a May 

14 hearing, which was also canceled and moved to 

June 16. The competency hearing has now once again 

been pushed back and tentatively set for 8 a.m. Friday, 

July 16. "We still haven't received the report," Gratiot 

County Prosecutor Keith Kushion said. Once the court 

receives the evaluation it will have five days to 

reschedule the hearing, he added. The results will 

determine whether or not Burke has the mental 



capacity to understand the charges and alleged offense 

he committed, and is competent to stand trial. If he is, a 

preliminary examination would then be scheduled, 

Kushion said. Gratiot County sheriff's deputies were 

dispatched to a home in Elwell about 4.25 p.m. Jan. 27 

where they discovered Jessica Burke's dead body. Troy 

Burke was found by police at a nearby residence where 

he had told another person that he had shot his wife. He 

was taken to the sheriff's office for questioning and 

later arrested and arraigned on the charges. Burke 

remains lodged in the Gratiot County Jail without 

bond. 
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120sec The Lansing man accused of robbing the Middleton 

branch of Commercial Bank earlier this year has been 

found competent to stand trial. 

After an initial court hearing on March 16, Joseph Anis 

King, 37, was ordered to undergo a psychiatric 

evaluation at the states’ forensic center. 

The results of the examination were revealed during 

another hearing Wednesday in Gratiot County’s 65th 

District Court, according to Prosecutor Keith Kushion. 

“The competency exam is to see if he understands the 

nature of the charges against him and is competent to 

make decisions regarding how his case should 

proceed,” Kushion explained. “The examiner at the 

forensic center found he was competent to stand trial.” 

King’s defense attorney declined to seek an 

independent psychiatric exam so the case can now 

move forward, Kushion added.A preliminary hearing 

has been set for 1:30 Thursday, July 15 before District 

Court Judge Stewart McDonald. The bank robbery 

occurred Feb. 19, but King wasn’t arrested until March 

1 when deputies and Michigan Department of 

Corrections officials found him at his home. 

The MDOC was involved because King was still on 

parole from previous criminal offenses. 

He surrendered to authorities without incident. 

According to MDOC records, King has more than a 

dozen other prior convictions from various crimes in 

Missaukee, Wexford, Eaton, Osceola, Mecosta and 

Muskegon counties. Among those are attempted 

larceny, possession of a stolen car, home invasion, 

multiple counts of retail fraud, possession of cocaine 

and possession of methamphetamines. 

King remains lodged in the Gratiot County Jail with 

bond set at $500,000. 

 

 


