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Section 1. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant to our radio
community this quarter:

Special Initiative: Troy Public Radio undertook a pilot campaign to
implement the StoryCorps Great Thanksgiving Listen Oral History
Project with the Phenix City, Alabama, School System. The project
involved students interviewing their elders over the Thanksgiving
holidays, after instruction and practice sessions at school. A report
submitted by producer Wanda Norris can be found on pages 6 and 7
below.

A. Societal Issues: Preventing and Reversing Cognitive Decline; Bringing
Creative Theater to Communities; A Retrospective on the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon Oil Spill; Childhood Cancer; Wildlife Conservation; Montgomery
Symphony Outreach; Alabama’s Wild Turkey Population; Children’s Artistic
Creativity; Farming Opportunities for the Next Generation; Celtic Music
Roots; Herbal Extracts from Garden Plants; Holiday Music from the Choir
of Clare College, Cambridge; Alabama’s Whitetail Deer vs. Reindeer- the
differences.

B. Historical Issues: Alabama Bicentennial History; Alabama’s Good Roads
Movement, 1898 to 1928 (two interviews); Alabama Freed Slave and Bridge
Builder Horace King; Old Cahawba, Alabama’s First Permanent State
Capital; Fort Toulouse Tricentennial and New Archaeological Finds (two
interviews); EO9981: Escaping Jim Crow; Birmingham’s Places of Historical
Interest; Holiday Traditions in Early Alabama; the Music and Meaning of
Holiday Observances.



Section II. Responsive Programs

Programming broadcast on In Focus with host Carolyn Hutcheson covered each
issue in a 9-minute time frame at 12:40 p.m. during the Here and Now news hour.
Note: on Mondays and Fridays at 12:34 p.m., Don Dailey of Alabama Public
Television’s Capitol Journal, presented, with Carolyn’s participation, a 4 %
-minute recap of the week’s political news, with the NewsWrap and the
Buzzword.

A. Societal Issues:

- Broadcast on October 4:

A conversation by Skype with guest Dr. Dale Bredesen, MD, about reversing
cognitive decline that leads to Alzheimer’s. He is author of the book, “The
End of Alzheimers, the First Program to Prevent and Reverse Cognitive
Decline.” The Alzheimer’s Resource Center of Dothan will sponsor a Walk to
Remember to raise Alzheimer’s awareness on Oct. 7.

-Broadcast on October 10:

A conversation with guest Sarah Thornton, a graduate of the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival’s 2008 Master of Fine Arts Program, about the Bama
Theatre Company she and other MFA graduates formed in New York, to
bring their creative talents as actors and playwrights to new audiences
across the U.S. Sarah is now the Artistic Director of the Cloverdale
Playhouse in Montgomery, AL.

-Broadcast on October 11:

A conversation with guest Chris Blankenship, new Commissioner of the
Alabama Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, about the 2010
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, when he was a first responder as a
Conservation officer. He came to help and stayed 60 days. Blankenship
gave an update on the Alabama coastal environment since the spill.

-Broadcast on October 18:

A conversation by Skype with guest Dr. Corey Falcon, MD, about his
research at UAB on childhood cancer, especially leukemia. He talked
about promising new strategies using immunology.



-Broadcast on October 25:

A conversation with guest Marianne Hudson, Conservation Education
Specialist with the Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division of
the Alabama Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, about spiders,
scorpions, and other creepy crawlies for “Wildlife Wednesdays” on Troy
Public Radio, since Halloween provides an opportunity to learn more
about typical Alabama wildlife.

-Broadcast on November 8:

A conversation with guest Debbie Boutelier, former Extension Agent,
Master Gardener, and Past-President of the Herb Society of America,

about incorporating homegrown herbs into recipes, as well as making
lavender, vanilla and mint extracts for unique flavorings and holiday gifts.

-Broadcast on November 14:

A conversation with guests Thomas Hinds, Music Director and Conductor of
the Montgomery Symphony, and its new Executive Director, Blake Thomas,
about the symphony’s role in the cultural life of the Capital city. With its
additional emphasis on educational outreach, the symphony is bringing music
instruction to the city’s school students and offering them opportunities to hear
and perform classical music.

-Broadcast on November 15:

A conversation with guest Marianne Hudson, Conservation Education Specialist
with the Alabama Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, about Alabama’s
wild turkey population. Hudson brought a live turkey to the studio and talked
about its characteristics for the “Wildlife Wednesdays” program.

-Broadcast on November 16:

A conversation with guests Shannon Morrell and her nine year-old son, Dominic
Frontiero, River Region art student, about making his own holiday cards and
writing accompanying stories. Morrell talked about the importance of having art
opportunities for children and fostering hands-on creativity.



-Broadcast on November 28:

A conversation with guest Jennifer Davidson, Russell County Coordinator for the
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service and former Urban Horticulturist for the
Georgia Extension System, about Farmer 101, the new ACES class to help people
learn how to farm. She talked about farming basics for different kinds of
property consumers have. The class opportunity has grown out of the
widespread interest in organic foods.

-Broadcast on November 29:

A conversation by Skype with guest Chloe Agnew, Irish singer-songwriter and a
founding member of the Celtic Woman vocal group, about Celtic music, its roots,
and its worldwide popularity. She talked about the music’s poignant lyrics and
melodies and previewed her upcoming collaboration with the Atlanta Pops
Orchestra for a MusicSouth concert in Dothan on December 12.

Broadcast on November 30:

A conversation by Skype with guest Graham Ross, acclaimed composer and
Director of Music and Conductor of the Choir of Clare College, Cambridge,
about the centuries-old holiday music that the choir performs. With some

40 recordings, the choir has preserved much of the music of the church, as

well as championed music by contemporary composers. Ross briefly
previewed the choir’'s December 9th performance at the Columbus RiverCenter.

-Broadcast on December 13:

A conversation with guest Marianne Hudson, Conservation Education
Specialist with the Alabama Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources,

for “wildlife Wednesdays” about Alabama’s whitetail deer and how they differ
from reindeer. She brought antlers to the studio and also talked about current
research on whitetails for healthy population management.

B. Historical Issues:

-Broadcast on October 3:

A conversation with guest artist Laura Murray of Auburn about her Bicentennial
project, “ Amazing Alabama, a Coloring Book Journey Through Our 67 Counties.”
She explored the adult coloring book craze as she talked about several counties
in our radio coverage area and their historical points of interest.



-Broadcast on October 5 and November2:

Two conversations with guest Martin Olliff, Troy University Professor of History,
about Alabama’s roads in the early 20th century. His new book is “Getting Out of
the Mud, the Alabama Good Roads Movement and Highway Administration,

1898 to 1928.” The development of farm to town roads led to a nationwide
system controlled and administered by the federal government. The second
interview dealt with governmental politics and maneuvering by newspapers to
establish a linked network of roads across the country, with catchy names to
elicit citizen support and participation in road building projects.

-Broadcast on October 24:

A conversation with guest Dr. Richard Bailey, historian and author of

“They, Too, Call Alabama Home” and “Neither Carpetbaggers Nor Scalawags,”
books about African Americans after Reconstruction until the present.

Dr. Bailey discussed tri-racial freed slave Horace King, who became an
Alabama legislator, architect and engineer in the 1800s. King left his mark on
the Alabama State Capitol building and the homes and bridges he built to
connect the people of Alabama and Georgia.

-Broadcast on October 26:

A on-location conversation with guests Ned Jenkins, Fort Toulouse
archaeologist, and commissioner Craig Sheldon, Alabama Historical Commission
and archaeologist, about the latest archaeological finds at the 300 year-old

site. They shared the news that the site actually contained several forts.
Because of erosion from the adjacent Coosa River, successive forts were moved
away from the banks. Fort Toulouse was the French outpost in the early 1700s,
built to repel the British.

-Broadcast on November 1:

An on-location conversation at the Alabama Historical Commission’s Fort
Toulouse National Historic Landmark with guest historian Ove Jensen,

Site Director, about the re-enactment of a pivotal meeting between French
Colonial Marines and Alabama Indians 300 years ago. Fort Toulouse became
the Southern frontier’s inland outpost, established to ward off the British.



-Broadcast onNovember 7:

A conversation with guest Dr. Felecia Bell, Director of the Troy University
Rosa Parks Museum, about President Harry Truman’s Executive Order
9981 and the museum’s exhibit, EO9981: Escaping Jim Crow. She delved
into the story of U.S. desegregation, with World War II setting the stage for
President Truman’s executive order, and the order’s impact on Rosa Parks,
who was a seamstress at Maxwell AFB.

-Broadcast onNovember 9:

A conversation with guest Verna Gates, Birmingham native, about the
places of interest and their history that are featured in her new book,
“100 Things to Do in Birmingham Before You Die.” Two historic theaters
are featured prominently in the city’s architecture and cultural scene.

-Broadcast on December 5:

A conversation with guest Mary Ann Neeley, historian and author, about
holiday traditions in 19th century Alabama. From holiday foods to decorations,
the concept of celebrating Christmas evolved as the century progressed.

Neeley and fellow historian Dr. Richard Bailey will conduct tours of the

Cottage Hill historic neighborhood Dec. 10, and Old Alabama Town will

present its Nineteenth Century Open House Dec. 12.

-Broadcast on December 14:

A conversation with guest Becky Taylor, retired Artistic Director of the
Montgomery Chorale and Organist/Choir Director of Church of the Ascension in
Montgomery, about the meaning of various Holiday observances - Advent,
Nine Lessons and Carols, January Twelfth Night Celebration. Members of

the arts community will take part in several of these observances at the church,
to add an artistic element that illustrates the meaning of the presentation.

Troy Public Radio/Phenix City Schools StoryCorps Report
The Phenix City Schools Initiative is a pilot campaign targeted to recruit and work
with a school in our listening area to become aware of the opportunities available
for students to become involved in the Great Thanksgiving Listen by StoryCorps.
The mission for The Great Thanksgiving Listen is to preserve and share

humanity’s stories in order to build connections between people and create a
more just and compassionate world. The role of Troy Public Radio was to offer



support for the teachers and students who would experience how the app works
and then to use that information to highlight some of the stories from the
students and to highlight the impact of the initiative to hopefully reach others in
our listening area. The purpose of the pilot program was to see how well the
school responded with resources and to find out what type of challenges they
might face. We were able to communicate with the teacher in charge of the
project and his support personnel assigned by the Superintendent so that we
might offer the same opportunity to more schools in the future. Our objective was
to make sure the tools available were adequate for participants to enjoy the
experience of sharing their family histories. All interviews will become part of
the StoryCorps Archive at the American Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress. Over 100 stories from this initiative have been uploaded using
#SharePCS to link them.

Troy Public Radio producer Wanda Norris, along with Intern Sarah Blain, made
the 2-hour trip to the school to introduce the initiative to the Superintendent and
his support panel on October 3.

On November 13, producers Wanda Norris, Joey Hudson, and Sarah Blain went
back to conduct interviews to review the experiences of students that had already
uploaded their stories so that we could develop features, and programming
segments for “In Focus with Carolyn Hutcheson”. It would also serve to get
feedback for future school initiatives in our listening area. Programs we aired as
a result of the accomplishment included promotional messages recorded by the
staff at Troy Public Radio that included Kyle Gassiott, Carolyn Hutcheson, Ann
Hart, Joey Hudson, Wanda Norris, (current student and part time employee), and
Sarah Blain (current student and intern).

Shows that aired were as follows:

Joey Hudson Feature — November 20, 2017, included Preston Pritchett,
Teacher and project leader at Phenix City Schools

“In Focus”- November 22, 2017, Carolyn Hutcheson, host; Kyle Gassiott and
Joey Hudson of Troy Public Radio, guests.

“In Focus” - November 21, 2017, Kyle Gassiott, guest host; Randy Wilkes,
Superintendent, Phenix City Schools, guest.

Talk of Troy — December 1, 2017, Report by Sarah Blain,

Sarah Blain Feature - December 14, 2017, included Phenix City students
-Javier Lopez, Brooks Barbaree, and Haley and Kennedy MacDonald.

These stories and promos can be found at
https://soundcloud.com/troypublicradio/sets/sctprgtl17
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