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Section 1. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community
this quarter:

A. Environmental Issues: Astrophysicist Fred Espenak prepares for the 2017 total
eclipse; Science in movies; the Zika virus; the status of Alabama State Parks.

B. Societal Issues: Women’s advancement in serving in the US Congress; Tax
issues; Victims of Crime and Leniency; Author Homer Hickam on his childhood
and a new book; Mental Health treatment issues; Quilt artists of Gee’s Bend,
Alabama; Montgomery’s LGBTQ community; Treating arthritis in veterans;
Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker.

C. Historical Issues: Hank Williams Daughter Jett; Arthur Miller’s play 4ll My
Sons was based on a newspaper article; Preserving Family History; Recognition
of Helen Keller’s pioneering work on behalf of people with disabilities; Mother
Angelica’s last years and the EWTN network she founded.

Section II: Responsive Programs

Broadcasts by the station dealt with programming on each of the above-referenced issues.
Programming on /n Focus, with host Carolyn Hutcheson, targeted each issue within a
7-minute time frame, between 12:40 and 1:00 p.m. twice a week. Note: the station also
presented twice weekly political recap programs with Alabama Public Television news
director Don Dailey and award-winning reporter Verna Gates of Birmingham.

A. Environmental Issues:

-Broadcast on June 2:

A discussion by phone with guest Fred Espenak, an astrophysicist NASA named
Mr. Eclipse, about preparations for the August 2017 total eclipse. During this
week’s Planetarium Conference in Montgomery, sponsored by Troy University,
Espenak will give the keynote address and recount his experiences as an

eclipse expert. His websites are designed to help citizens understand and prepare
to view eclipses properly.



-Broadcast on June 8:

A discussion with guest Nick Thomas, chemistry professor, author, and feature
writer for some 200 publications, about science in film — do the filmmakers get
the science right or wrong? His entertaining discussion included several films,
and he previewed an AUM mini-course he will be teaching to help audience
members discern accuracy in scientific depictions in movies.

-Broadcast on June 17:

A discussion with guest Phyllis Mardis, environmental supervisor with the
Alabama Department of Public Health, about the mosquito that spreads the Zika
virus. She outlined environmental defense methods that homeowners can use to
keep the mosquito out of their yards and gardens. The mosquito is active in the
daytime, rather than the evening hours. Currently Alabama has a few travel-
related Zika cases.

Then, a follow-up discussion with guest Debbie Boutelier,past-president of the
Herb Society of America, about plants that can be used to repel mosquitos —
American Beautyberry, the Mosquito plant, the Citronella Geranium, and other
highly scented yard plants.

-Broadcast on June 29:

A discussion with guest Greg Lein, director of the Alabama State Parks for the
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, about the current
status of the park system, after a tumultuous year with a funding shortfall from the
Alabama Legislature. He outlines plans to stabilize the parks for the future, with
new programs like the Dirt Pass, to garner financial support from trail users.

After the park system lost three smaller state parks, their operation has been taken
over by local governments to keep them open.

. Societal & Health Issues:

-Broadcast on April 6:

A discussion with guest Ambassador Connie Morella, who served in the US
Congress from Maryland from 1987 to 2003. During that time, she fought for
equality for women. When she started her tenure, there were 24 women in
Congress; when she left, there were 82. Note: Ambassador Morella is the
current Troy University Ambassador-in-Residence.

-Broadcast on April 7:

A discussion with guest Lynne Bozeman, Montgomery CPA and a CPA
Ambassador for the Alabama Society of Certified Public Accountants, about
Tax credits and the IRS regulations.



-Broadcast on April 13:

An on-location interview on the front lawn of the Alabama Attorney General’s
office with guest Miriam Shehane, founder and education director of the nonprofit
VOCAL. Shehane’s college-age daughter was abducted and murdered in 1976,
which led to Shehane’s founding of the Victims of Crime and Leniency
organization, which advocates for crime victims. The lawn of the AG’s office
contained hundreds of white wooden crosses, signifying those who died violent
deaths at the hands of criminals.

-Broadcast on April 20:

A discussion by phone with guests Homer Hickam and in-studio with Troy
University professor Kirk Curnutt about the Alabama Book Festival. Hickam
recounted stories from his childhood, including his mother’s pet alligator, Albert,
which he has written about in a new book. The guests talked about Hickam’s
earlier book, Rocket Boys, on which the hit movie, October Sky, is based, and they
stressed the importance of cultivating the literary arts for all generations.

-Broadcast on May 26:

A discussion with guest James Perdue, Alabama Mental Health Commissioner,
about the history of Alabama’s treatment of mentally ill citizens, from state
mental health hospitals to community-based treatment, which is still evolving.
Perdue’s unique perspective as former probate judge of Crenshaw County
allowed him to also talk about the involuntary commitment process.

-Broadcast on May 27:

A discussion by phone with guest Mary Ann Pettway of Gee’s Bend, Alabama,
about the quilt art of the members of the Gee’s Bend Quilting Collective, which
she manages. The unique geometric artistic styles have become famous
worldwide, and now the Smithsonian owns several Gee’s Bend quilts. Pettway
delves into how the quilts are constructed and how the designs evolved.

-Broadcast on June 3:

An on-location discussion by producer Grishma Rimal at a Montgomery gay bar
with guest members of Montgomery’s LGBTQ community about the city’s gay
bars past and present, where club members can socialize.

-Broadcast on June 10:

A discussion with guest Cindy Ducker, Arthritis Foundation advocate, about her
recent trip to Washington to meet with members of Congress about the treatment
of arthritis in veterans. Osteoarthritis is the second highest doctor-diagnosed
reason for medical discharges from the US Army.

-Broadcast on June 23:

A discussion with guest David Smitherman, president of the Better Business
Bureau of Central and Southern Alabama, about the Scam Tracker, an online tool
that consumers can use to track current scams being perpetrated on citizens.



-Broadcast on June 24:

A discussion by phone with guest Raymond Arroyo, Mother Angelica’s
biographer, about her founding of EWTN, the world’s largest religious
broadcasting network. Her last years were ones of silence, due to the aftermath of
a major stroke, but Arroyo recounted highlights of her establishment of the
network in Alabama and of her final journey. His last book about the nun is
Mother Angelica: Her Grand Silence.

. Historical Issues:

-Broadcast on April 1:

A rebroadcast from two years ago of a discussion with guest Jett Williams about
her fight to discover her identity as the daughter of musician Hank Williams. For
most of her youth, she lived as the daughter of adoptive parents in south Alabama.
The mystery of her birth was finally discovered, and the courts restored her
rightful heritage.

-Broadcast on April 14:

A discussion by phone with guest J.E. Saliba, director of the play All My Sons
at the Southeast Alabama Community Theatre in Dothan, in observance of what
would have been playwright Arthur Miller’s 100" birthday, about the play’s
origins as a newspaper article Miller’s mother saved for him.

-Broadcast on May 12:

A discussion with guest Martin Olliff, Troy University associate professor of
history on the Dothan campus and director of the Wiregrass Archives, about the
importance of preserving family history. The Wiregrass Common Heritage
Project is set up to assist with preserving family archives and genealogy,
especially African American genealogy.

-Broadcast on May 13:

A discussion by phone with guest Keller Johnson Thompson, great grand-niece of
Helen Keller, about Keller’s nomination to be the new face of the $10 bill.
Johnson Thompson told family stories about Helen Keller and talked about the
impact she had on the world.
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