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Issue: How are different community members and organizations raising awareness and 

taking action around the environment? 
Looking at different approaches to tackling the climate crisis in our local communities, and what 

kind of community-based initiatives are working to protect the environment. 

 
Core of the Matter 7/30/19: Interview with Students for Environmental Awareness - 9:00 

PM (1 hour) 
Three representatives from Students for Environmental Awareness (SEA) at Rutgers discuss how 

their organization is raising consciousness around the environment and taking action. The SEA 

members highlighted various campaigns they are running on campus, including Students of 

Color for Environmental Justice, an initiative looking at the intersection of racial justice and 

climate activism, Take Back the Tap, a campaign focused on single-use plastic and expanding 

water fountains at the university, and RU Thrifty, a clothes-swapping program that is aimed at 

reducing textile waste. SEA discussed the plans they have for the next semester and how more 

students can get involved. 

 

Core of the Matter 9/17/19: Interview with Matt Smith of Food & Water Watch - 5:00 PM 

(1 hour) 
Matt Smith is the lead organizer of Food & Water Watch New Jersey. Smith discusses how 

community members in Edison just voted against a plan to privatize the town’s water and 

sewage system, becoming one of the first municipalities in the country to ban water privatization. 

Smith also highlights how Piscataway will be voting on a citizens ordinance to get the town off 

of fossil fuels and onto 100 percent renewable energy. In addition to these campaigns, Smith also 

discusses the current statewide fights against new fossil fuel infrastructure projects, the 

importance of movement building, and getting more involved in organizations like Food & 

Water Watch and the Central Jersey Climate Coalition. 

 

Core of the Matter 9/24/19: Global Climate Strike - 5:00 PM (1 hour) 
James Boyle speaks with Emily Cheng and Nolan Fehon of Students for Environmental 

Awareness and the Central Jersey Climate Coalition. The two discussed the Global Climate 

Strike in New Brunswick on Friday, September 20, an action that brought out over 4 million 

people across the world demanding climate justice and an end to fossil fuels. Cheng and Fehon 

discuss what went into the planning the strike, the different speakers at the action, the thinking 

and rationale behind the demands, and the plans the coalition has to move forward. 

 

 

  



Core of the Matter 9/29/19: Government Energy Aggregation Program in Piscataway - 

3:00 PM (1 hour) 
James Boyle discussed the Piscataway Township Council Meeting from the previous week, 

where over a dozen residents from the town voiced their concerns over a recently passed energy 

resolution that did not include stipulations for renewables. While the council maintained that the 

resolution will allow the township to make a comprehensive assessment in order to effectively 

implement a government energy aggregation program, residents expressed that they felt the 

council was delaying action on climate. Boyle discussed the specificities of an energy 

aggregation program, the positives and negatives, and how the concerned citizens plan to move 

forward. 

 

Core of the Matter 9/4/19: Interview with Tina Weishaus - 4:00 PM (1 hour) 
Tina Weishaus is on the steering committee of 350NJ, which is part of the Divest NJ Coalition, 

an alliance of environmental and community organizations that is organizing to get the New 

Jersey state pension plans to divest from fossil fuel investments. Weishaus spoke with James 

Boyle, highlighting the broader trends in the fossil fuel divestment movement and the global 

climate justice movement, along with how she got into climate activism. In addition to her work 

at 350NJ, Weishaus discussed her leadership at Sustainable Highland Park, which recently 

implemented a plastic bag ban in the borough. Weishaus noted the challenges that come with 

both community-based organizing. She also gave advice to listeners looking to start their own 

environmental initiatives in their communities. 

 

 

Issue: How are students and community members grappling with the growing influence of 

technology in social relationships? 
With nearly 70% of adults using Facebook and other social media platforms, technology is 

becoming an increasingly important aspect of community and social relationships. 

 
Core of the Matter 8/3/19: Women Confront Big Tech - 12:00 PM (2 hours) 
The Institute of Women's Leadership at Rutgers held an event called Women Confront Big tech 

in which Gloria Steinem Chair Naomi Klein moderated a discussion with Meredith Whittaker 

and Jacinta González on how technology is impacting how students and local community 

members deal with issues of privacy and surveillance. They highlight the growing research gap 

between tech companies and the larger population. They discuss different areas and departments 

at Rutgers that students can get involved to confront this gap and better understand how these 

companies are operating and collecting user data. 

 

 

 

  



Issue: How are Rutgers and local communities working to stop and prevent gun violence? 
New Jersey has the second strongest gun laws and one of the lowest gun death rates in the 

nation, but gun violence continues to occur in a variety of different areas of the state. 

 
Core of the Matter 8/6/19: Rutgers Center on Gun Violence Research - 9:00 PM (1 hour) 
In the wake of recent mass shootings in El Paso and Dayton, James Boyle and John Robinson 

discuss how Rutgers and different community-based initiatives are working around gun violence 

prevention. Recently, Gov. Phil Murphy gave a speech at Rutgers to inaugurate the Rutgers 

Center on Gun Violence Research, which is among the first such centers in the United States, 

that is conducting interdisciplinary research on the causes, consequences and solutions to gun-

related violence. The two discuss this new initiative, as well as state laws that were just passed 

that are utilizing hospital-based intervention programs to help victims of gun violence avoid 

becoming hurt again by firearms or seeking out retaliation. 

 

 

Issue: What is the state of community-police relationships in local municipalities? 
A recent 16-month long investigation conducted by NJ Advance Media found no statewide 

collection or analysis of data, little oversight by state officials and no standard practices among 

local departments. 

 
Core of the Matter 8/8/19: Interview with Monique Coleman - 7:00 PM (1 hour) 
In March 2018, Highland Park teen Amiri Tulloch was taking pictures in his neighborhood and 

was followed into his home by local police. The incident sparked months of activism around the 

Highland Park Police and the perceived systemic racism and lack of accountability at the 

department. Coleman discussed her very personal experience, the changes that have been made 

since the incident with her son, and what more needs to be done. 

 

 

Issue: What types of services are available to students and community members who are 

struggling with mental health issues? 
It’s been documented that people from racial/ethnic minority groups are less likely to receive 

mental health care. A study from 2015 found that, among adults with any mental illness, 48% of 

white people received mental health services, compared with 31% of African American and 

Latinx people, and 22% of Asian people. 

 
Core of the Matter 8/23/19: Interview with CAPS Director Steven Sohnle - 4:00 PM (1 

hour) 

James Boyle speaks with Rutgers CAPS (Counseling, Alcohol and Other Drug Assistance 

Program & Psychiatric Services) Director Steven Sohnle to discuss student mental health issues 

on-campus. Sohnle highlighted the different types of services that CAPS provides, including 

traditional counseling, group therapy programs, substance abuse rehabilitation programs, and a 

variety of other services. Sohnle also discussed mental health issues in larger society, particularly 

how the mental healthcare community needs to understand issues of social justice and better 

reflect the diversity of the larger population in order to combat disparities and stigma. 
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