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Issue: How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our community? 

According to the World Health Organization, COVID-19 is the infectious disease caused by the 

most recently discovered coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which may 

cause illness in animals or humans. In humans, several coronaviruses are known to cause 

respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

 
Democracy Now! 12/16/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Achal Prabhala discuss the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2 and the need to 

get people around the world vaccinated as quickly as possible. Amy Goodman and Steve Coll, 

dean of the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism discuss the U.S. withdrawal of 

troops from Afghanistan. Amy Goodman and Pashtana Durrani, executive director of LEARN 

Afghanistan, discuss life in Afghanistan since the U.S. withdrawal of troops. 

 

Democracy Now! 12/20/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Carlos del Rio, professor of medicine, epidemiology, and global health at 

Emory University, discuss the Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Amy Goodman and 

congress member Jamaal Bowman discuss the Build Back Better bill. Amy Goodman, immigrant 

rights leader Jean Montrevil, and Alina Das, co-director of the Immigrant Rights Clinic at NYU 

School of Law, discuss immigration issues. 

 

 

Issue: What are our rights as U.S. citizens, and how are they changing? 

The U.S. Constitution grants citizens the right to vote, but elections are run by the state and local 

governments, who may enact policies that make it difficult for some people to vote. Healthcare 

and privacy rights are also changing as some states add restrictions on abortions. 

 
Democracy Now! 11/17/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Ben Jealous, president of People for the American Way, discuss voting 

rights, the Freedom to Vote Act, and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. Amy 

Goodman and Ari Berman, senior reporter at Mother Jones, discuss gerrymandering and voting 

rights. Amy Goodman and climate change consultant Nick Brooks discuss climate change 

worldwide. 

 

 

  



Issue: What is climate change, and what can we do to prevent it? 

According to the U.S. Global Change Research Program, Earth’s climate is now changing faster 

than at any point in the history of modern civilization, primarily as a result of human activities.  

 
Democracy Now! 11/4/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Mohamed Nasheed, former president of the Maldives, and environmental 

lawyer Farhana Yamin discuss climate change and the U.N. climate summit in Glasgow. Amy 

Goodman and Harjeet Singh, senior adviser with Climate Action Network International and 

Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative, discuss the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, 

which would outline clear actions that every country could take to drastically decrease carbon 

emissions. 

 

Democracy Now! 11/9/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Neta Crawford, co-founder and director of the Costs of War project at Brown 

University, and veterans Ramon Mejia and Erik Edstrom discuss the role of military activity in 

climate change. 

 

Democracy Now! 11/12/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, and Jeni Miller, executive director of the Global Climate and Health Alliance, 

discuss the effects of climate change on public health. Amy Goodman and Asad Rehman, 

executive director of War on Want and lead spokesperson for the COP26 Coalition, discuss 

climate change and the U.N. climate summit in Glasgow. 

 

Democracy Now! 12/13/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Michael Mann, director of the Earth System Science Center at Penn State 

University, discuss climate change and the supercell thunderstorm and 30 tornadoes that caused 

damage in eight states over the weekend. Amy Goodman and climate activist Vanessa Nakate 

discuss climate change worldwide. 

 

 

  



Issue: What can we do to promote social justice in our community? 

The death of George Floyd has brought the topics of systemic racism and social justice to the 

forefront. Protests have been organized by groups like Black Lives Matter in cities all over the 

country to draw attention to the issues and demand change. 

 
Democracy Now! 11/5/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump discuss the Kyle Rittenhouse trial, as 

well as the case against Ahmaud Arbery's killers. Amy Goodman, climate activist Elizabeth 

Wathuti, and Meena Raman, head of programs at Third World Network, discuss climate change 

and the U.N. climate summit in Glasgow. 

 

Democracy Now! 11/11/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, journalist Elie Mystal, and activist Bree Newsome Bass discuss the Kyle 

Rittenhouse trial. Amy Goodman, Kevin Anderson, professor of energy and climate change at 

the University of Manchester, and journalist George Monbiot discuss climate change and the 

U.N. climate summit in Glasgow. 

 

Democracy Now! 12/17/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump discuss the trials of former police 

officers Derek Chauvin and Kim Potter. Amy Goodman covers the Freedom to Vote Act and the 

John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. 
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