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Issue: How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our community? 

According to the World Health Organization, COVID-19 is the infectious disease caused by the 

most recently discovered coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which may 

cause illness in animals or humans. In humans, several coronaviruses are known to cause 

respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

 
Democracy Now! 4/6/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Marcela Mitaynes, New York state assembly member, discuss pandemic 

relief funding. Amy Goodman and Elisabeth Benjamin, Vice President of health initiatives at the 

Community Service Society of New York, discuss hospital billing issues amid the pandemic. 

Amy Goodman and Darrick Hamilton, professor of economics at The New School, discuss 

President Biden's proposed infrastructure and jobs plan. 

 

Democracy Now! 4/15/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and infectious disease specialist Dr. Monica Gandhi discuss the pause in using 

the Johnson & Johnson vaccine amid worry that it may cause blood clots in rare cases. They 

discuss the importance of continuing to wear masks. Amy Goodman and California congressman 

Ro Khanna discuss President Biden's plan to bring home troops from Afghanistan, the possibility 

of a U.N. peacekeeping force, and the U.S. defense budget. 

 

Democracy Now! 4/29/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Dr. Priya Sampathkumar, infections disease physician at the Mayo Clinic, 

discuss the Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2 that was linked to a surge of cases in India. Amy 

Goodman and Jayati Ghosh, economics professor at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 

and congressman Ro Khanna discuss intellectual property restrictions on the vaccines and 

President Biden's American Families Plan. 

 

Democracy Now! 5/27/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, former Olympic athlete Jules Boykoff, and Satoko Itani, professor at Kansai 

University, discuss calls to cancel the Tokyo Olympics because of the pandemic. Amy Goodman 

and infectious disease specialist Dr. Monica Gandhi discuss vaccines and the ongoing 

investigation into the origin of SARS-CoV-2.  



Issue: What can we do to promote social justice in our community? 

The death of George Floyd has brought the topics of systemic racism and social justice to the 

forefront. Protests have been organized by groups like Black Lives Matter in cities all over the 

country to draw attention to the issues and demand change. 

 
Democracy Now! 4/7/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Marq Claxton, director of the Black Law Enforcement Alliance, discuss the 

trial of Derek Chauvin. Amy Goodman and author and journalist Victoria Law discuss policing, 

incarceration, and the criminal justice system. Amy Goodman, Todd Wolfson, associate 

professor and president of Rutgers union of graduate workers, faculty, and postdoctoral 

associates, and Christine O'Connell, president of the Union of Rutgers Administrators-American 

Federation of Teachers, discuss the agreement that was met to prevent layoffs. 

 

Democracy Now! 4/14/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Afghan American scholar Zaher Wahab, and Matthew Hoh, senior fellow with 

the Center for International Policy, discuss the Biden administration's plans to withdraw U.S. 

troops from Afghanistan. Amy Goodman, A.C. Thompson, staff reporter with ProPublica, and 

Rick Rowley, director of the Frontline documentary American Insurrection, discuss the January 

6th attack on the Capitol. 

 

Democracy Now! 4/21/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Kandace Montgomery, co-executive director of Black Visions Collective, 

discuss the results of the Derek Chauvin trial. Amy Goodman and Khalil Gibran Muhammad, 

professor of history, race, and public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School, discuss issues in 

modern policing. 

 

Democracy Now! 5/12/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Ted Passon, director of the PBS series Philly D.A., and Nicole Salazar, producer 

of Philly D.A., discuss the series and civil rights attorney Larry Krasner's platform of ending 

mass incarceration. Amy Goodman, Nicole Salazar, and LaTonya Myers, founder of Above All 

Odds, discuss issues with probation and parole. Amy Goodman and reporter Linn Washington 

discuss Krasner's upcoming reelection. 

 

Democracy Now! 5/26/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Elizabeth Hinton, associate professor of history and African American 

studies at Yale, discuss ways to address systemic racism. Amy Goodman, Flint Taylor, lawyer 

for the family of Marcus Smith, and Joseph Neff, reporter for the Marshall Project, discuss the 

practice of hogtying people during arrests. 

 

Democracy Now! 6/18/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Clint Smith, staff writer at The Atlantic, and Melisande Short-Colomb, 

community engagement associate at Georgetown University, discuss the history of Juneteenth. 
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