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Issue: How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our community? 

According to the World Health Organization, COVID-19 is the infectious disease caused by the 

most recently discovered coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which may 

cause illness in animals or humans. In humans, several coronaviruses are known to cause 

respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

 
Democracy Now! 7/29/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Dr. Leana Wen, emergency physician and former Baltimore health 

commissioner, discuss the new CDC COVID-19 guidelines and steps we can take to slow the 

spread of the delta variant. Amy Goodman and Leah Stokes, associate professor of political 

science at the University of California, Santa Barbara, discuss the infrastructure bills that are 

being considered in Congress. 

 

Democracy Now! 8/12/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and journalist Barkha Dutt discuss COVID-19 vaccine access. Amy Goodman, 

Sana Jaffrey, director of the Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict, and Dicky Budiman, 

epidemiologist at Griffith University in Australia, discuss vaccine access in poor countries, and 

the effect it has on the world. Amy Goodman and John Barry, professor at the Tulane University 

School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, discuss the delta variant and possibility of future 

new variants. 

 

 

Issue: What is food insecurity, and what can we do about it? 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, food insecurity is a household-level economic 

and social condition of limited or uncertain access to adequate food.  

 
Democracy Now! 9/23/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Raj Patel, research professor at the University of Texas at Austin, Million Belay, 

general coordinator of the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa, and Shalmali Guttal, 

executive director of Focus on the Global South, discuss food insecurity and the U.N. Food 

Systems Summit. Amy Goodman and David Vine, professor of anthropology at American 

University, discuss the AUKUS military partnership. 

 

  



Issue: What are our rights as U.S. citizens, and how are they changing? 

The U.S. Constitution grants citizens the right to vote, but elections are run by the state and local 

governments, who may enact policies that make it difficult for some people to vote. Healthcare 

and privacy rights are also changing as some states add restrictions on abortions. 

 
Democracy Now! 7/13/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Jarvis Johnson, Texas state representative, and Gilberto Hinojosa, chair of the 

Texas Democratic Party, discuss voting rights and the For the People Act. Amy Goodman, 

Kathryn Kolbert, co-founder of the Center for Reproductive Rights, and Julie Kay, human rights 

attorney, discuss abortion and challenges to Roe v. Wade. Amy Goodman and filmmaker Celina 

Escher discuss reproductive rights. 

 

 

Issue: How did our war with Afghanistan end? 

As we pull our troops out of Afghanistan, some are concerned that we’re not doing enough to 

help those who helped us during the war. 

 
Democracy Now! 8/19/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, journalist Nasrin Nawa, Mariam Safi, director of the Organization for Policy 

Research and Development Studies, journalist Zahra Nader, and Craig Whitlock, investigative 

reporter for The Washington Post discuss the end of our war in Afghanistan, as many try to 

evacuate the country as the Taliban takes control. 

 

Democracy Now! 8/26/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Obaidullah Baheer, lecturer at American University of Afghanistan, and reporter 

Sarah Chayes discuss the end of our war in Afghanistan, as many try to evacuate the country as 

the Taliban takes control. Amy Goodman and Jeremy Corbyn, British politician who served as 

leader of the Labour Party and leader of the opposition from 2015 to 2020, discuss the 

international response to the end of this war, and calls for an inquiry into the war. 

 

Democracy Now! 8/31/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, journalist Nagieb Khaja, and peace activist Kathy Kelly discuss the end of our 

war in Afghanistan, as many try to evacuate the country as the Taliban takes control. Amy 

Goodman, Flozell Daniels, president of the Foundation for Louisiana, and Rev. Lennox 

Yearwood discuss climate change and the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. 

 

Democracy Now! 9/8/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and journalist Nagieb Khaja discuss the end of our war in Afghanistan, as the 

Taliban announces a new acting government. Amy Goodman and Sharon Lavigne, founder of 

RISE St. James, discuss the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. Investigative journalist Antonia Juhasz 

joins them to discuss oil spills caused by the storm and their effect on the environment. Amy 

Goodman and Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz discuss economic issues relating to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

 



Issue: What is climate change, and what can we do to prevent it? 

According to the U.S. Global Change Research Program, Earth’s climate is now changing faster 

than at any point in the history of modern civilization, primarily as a result of human activities.  

 
Democracy Now! 7/22/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman is joined by Paris Marx and Peter Ward to discuss the private companies that are 

investing in space flight, and how it relates to climate change. Amy Goodman, Ayana Elizabeth 

Johnson, marine biologist and co-founder of the Urban Ocean Lab, and Katharine Wilkinson, 

visiting professor at Sewanee: The University of the South in Tennessee, discuss climate change 

and environmental issues. 

 

Democracy Now! 8/9/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman, Kim Cobb, professor of Earth and atmospheric sciences at Georgia Tech, Bob 

Kopp, director of the Institute of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences at Rutgers University, 

and Saleemul Huq, the director of the International Center for Climate Change and Development 

in Bangladesh, discuss a U.N report that warns the Earth could face runaway global temperature 

changes unless drastic efforts are made to reduce greenhouse gases, along with climate activist 

Greta Thunberg’s response to the report. Amy Goodman and Tara Raghuveer, director of a 

Kansas City tenants’ rights organization, discuss the CDC’s eviction moratorium as the COVID-

19 pandemic continues. 
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