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Issue: How do rising housing costs affect the community? 
Housing can be a financial burden, especially as housing costs continue to rise in our area. Students are 

sometimes not able to attend college because of the increase in the cost of living on campus. If more off-

campus housing options are built for students, non-students can feel they are being displaced. Long-time 

residents can find themselves unable to continue living in the community due to increases in rent, home 

prices and property taxes. 

 
Core of the Matter 10/23/18: Hasin Tasneem on Student Housing and Affordability - 12:00 PM (1 

hour) 
Hasin Tasneem, a Resident Assistant and member of the Residence Hall Association, discusses how 

RHA assists students with housing and helps simplify the already stressful process. She highlights 

instances in which students in vulnerable situations needed immediate housing and ways RHA was able 

to help them, and reasons students may find themselves in need of emergency housing. 

 

 

Issue: How can voting and participation in the political process be promoted and encouraged? 
November's midterm elections saw a significant increase in local voter turnout compared to that of the 

2016 Presidential election, especially for younger voters. This is said to be related to the increase in 

public knowledge and engagement in voting due to the current political climate. Schools and universities 

have expanded their voting initiatives to ensure continued engagement, and there are many opinions 

about which work best. 

 
Core of the Matter 11/13/18: Elizabeth Matto for RU Voting - 11:15 AM (0.75 hours) 
Professor Elizabeth Matto, director of RU Voting, talks about several of the voting projects the 

organization has created and promoted to encourage voting on campus. She discusses the main goals of 

RU Voting and how it has helped educate and inform the community. Matto describes programs held 

throughout the year that emphasize the importance of voting. 

 

Core of the Matter 11/13/18: Elizabeth Matto on the Center for Youth Political Participation - 

12:00 PM (1 hour) 
Professor Elizabeth Matto emphasizes the importance of youth engagement in government and how 

such involvement can help bring positive social change. As the director for the Center of Youth Political 

Participation and RU Voting, she discusses the importance of creating a campus that encourages such 

involvement.  



Issue: How are students affected by educational bureaucracy? 
Students and parents feel excessive and confusing school bureaucracy makes it difficult to navigate the 

educational system. Increasing regulations and policies, the transition from analog to digital record-

keeping, and decreased funding for staff contribute to this, and students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds or non-English-speaking homes can be disproportionately affected. 

 
Core of the Matter 11/27/18: Student Class-Scheduling Platforms - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 
Ashini Dias and Pooja Patel discuss struggles caused by WebReg, the program used to help students 

register for classes. Students have discovered it has no option to request special permission numbers, 

which has prevented students from registering for required classes. This can delay graduation dates, 

significantly increase tuition bills can be extremely stressful for students. They emphasize the need for a 

more efficient method of registering for classes. 

 

Core of the Matter 12/4/18: Degree Navigator - 11:30 AM (1.5 hours) 
Students are required to use the Degree Navigator program, but many have complained Degree 

Navigator does not accurately reflect all information related to a student's degree requirements and 

credits. Jessica Resnick and Shivane Patel discuss the issues that arise from this, which can be especially 

serious for seniors, who may not be able to complete all degree requirements on time because Degree 

Navigator is not up to date. This had lead to confusion and delays as students attempt to meet with 

advisers who are overwhelmed with requests for help. 

 

 

Issue: What effect do drug and alcohol abuse on campus have on students? 
The normalization of recreational drug and alcohol use is a growing concern within the schools. Actions 

must be taken to prevent the problem from growing and educate students on the harmful affects of 

abuse, but there is disagreement as to which initiatives are most effective. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/11/18: Drug and Alcohol Normalization on Campus - 11:00 AM (1 hour) 
Thevuni Athalage and Jordan Adragna discuss the normalization of recreational of drug and alcohol use 

and the dangers this presents to the academic environment and to student health and safety. They 

highlight the factors which contribute to the growing crisis and the ways in which the community, 

university and school district can educate those who are unaware and help those in need. 

 

 

Issue: Are all student populations fairly served and represented in the school system? 
Piscataway is home to a wide range of cultures, and it is essential for this diverse population to be fairly 

served and represented in the school system. The township and district engage in a variety of initiatives 

to ensure all students are properly represented, but these measures must be frequently revisited to make 

sure they are meeting current student needs. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/11/18: Sapana Shah on Representation in the Piscataway School System - 

12:00 PM (1 hour) 
Councilwoman and attorney Sapana Shah continues the discussion on diversity within Piscataway's 

education system and its continuous efforts to present equal opportunities for all its students. She 

emphasizes the need for the community to continue to provide equal representation for its students, 

regardless of their ethnic background. 

 



 

Issue: Are our current STEM education initiatives adequate? 
STEM education is considered increasingly important in both high school and college to prepare 

students for technology-related occupations. However, minority and female students have faced 

obstacles in pursuing STEM education, and funding for STEM initiatives can be hard to come by. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/18/18: Stereotypes Affecting STEM Students - 11:00 AM (1 hour) 
Engineering students Sophia Thai and Joseph Cabral discuss stereotypes and other problems faced by 

students in STEM fields, including mental health concerns. They also examine stigmas within the STEM 

field and what schools can do to help combat them. 

 

 

Issue: How does mental well-being affect the community and what can be done to improve it? 
Mental health issues affect many members of the community in different situations and at different 

times in their lives. However, many face stigma against those with mental health issues. Different 

initiatives are being tried to treat existing conditions, promote greater mental well-being and fight 

stigma. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/18/18: Hasin Tasneem on RUSA Wellness Initiatives - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 
Hasin Tasneem discusses initiatives RUSA has taken to promote and encourage student wellness. She 

highlights the various reforms implemented by RUSA, especially during exam cycles, to encourage 

students and help them during stressful times. 

 

 

Issue: How are schools and communities effected by athletic programs? 
Piscataway and Rutgers both spend a significant amount of money on athletic programs. These 

programs can be benficial and unifying to both school communites and the Piscataway community, but 

some question whether the resources devoted to athletics would be better spent directly on academics. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/29/18: Affects of Rutgers Athletic Projects on the Community - 10:15 AM 

(0.5 hours) 
In light of the recent success of the Piscataway High football team and continued challenges of the 

Rutgers team, Mindy Hoffman, James Boyle, Varun Malik, and Michael Sulit discuss how athletic 

initiatives affect students and the Piscataway community. They consider finding the balance between 

funding athletic and academic programs so students who are not athletes also benefit from athletic 

projects, and ways athletic programs affect members of the community who are not directly involved 

with the schools. 

 

 

 

  



Issue: How is opioid abuse affecting Piscataway? 
Opioid abuse in central New Jersey is growing, and an increasing number of Piscataway citizens are 

being directly affected. An increase in advocacy and education has been called for, and new methods are 

being devised to monitor the crisis and prevent it from getting worse. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/29/18: The Growing Opioid Crisis on Campus and the Community - 10:45 

AM (0.8 hours) 
Mindy Hoffman, James Boyle, Varun Malik and Michael Sulit tackle the growing opioid crisis in New 

Jersey by discussing the extent of abuse within our community, methods to educate people on its 

negative effects and ways those who are addicted can seek help. They consider the success of a recently 

enacted initiative to identify local sources of illegal opiates within the community by encouraging 

pharmacists to report opiate discrepancies. 

 

 

Issue: How can road safety in Piscataway be improved? 
Piscataway has traditionally had a higher-than-usual volume of traffic, resulting from its location in the 

state and proximity to major highways. The Rutgers Piscataway campus adds to this, and Middlesex 

County currently has the highest rate of fatal car crashes in New Jersey. Recently, these factors have 

been complicated by an increase in drag racing in the area. 

 
Core of the Matter 12/29/18: Mindy Hoffman and Varun Malik on Road Safety in the Community 

- 11:40 AM (0.25 hours) 

Mindy Hoffman and Varun Malik examine the recent death of a local school administrator in a drag 

racing incident. They consider the impact the recent increase in drag racing activity can have on the 

community and what measures can be taken to increase awareness and safety. 
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