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Issue: In what ways can the community get involved in advocating for human rights? 
Human rights advocacy is vital in order to bring light to issues which members in the community 

may be facing. 

 
Core of the Matter 1/28/19: Amnesty International on Campus - 11:00 AM (0.5 hours) 
James Boyle, as a member of Amnesty International, discusses the goals of the organization and 

the need for community members to get involved to bring awareness to human rights issues. 

 

 

Issue: Has there been an increase in the excessive use of force within law enforcement? 
In recent years, law enforcement has been called out for targeting minorities and using excessive 

force to reprimand them. In order to combat this it is important to bring attention to this issue by 

analyzing the situations and patterns. 

 
Core of the Matter 2/11/19: Law Enforcement Force Statistics in Piscataway - 11:00 AM (1 

hour) 
Thevuni Athalage and James Boyle analyze the use-of-force statistics within law enforcement 

both in Piscataway and neighboring areas such as New Brunswick and Highland Park. Upon 

analyzing, statistics were compared across all communities and separated by ethnic groups to 

identify patterns of force and where it occurred the most. 

 

 

Issue: How will the momentum for youth engagement be maintained for the upcoming 

presidential election? 
While the 2016 presidential election faced the lowest voter turnout rate, the 2018 midterm 

elections were just the opposite, experiencing the highest rates especially among young people. 

For the 2020 presidential election it is important to sustain this involvement and continue to 

encourage youth involvement in voting. 

 
Core of the Matter 2/18/19: Chris Christie on Voter Engagement and Youth Involvement - 

11:00 AM (1 hour) 
The Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers holds a discussion with governor Chris Christie, 

who discusses his experiences in politics. Christie emphasizes the importance of voter turnout, 

especially among the youth, for the democratic process of the country. 

 

 

  



Core of the Matter 3/19/19: Brittney Cooper and Rebecca Traister on Women and the 

Presidential Election - 10:00 AM (2 hours) 
Brittney Cooper and Rebecca Traister hold a discussion at the Eagleton Institute of Politics about 

the upcoming presidential election and the many women that have already declared their intent to 

run. They highlight stigmas around young women, especially within minorities, on campus and 

how that carries on to post-college life, especially in the political realm. Cooper uses her 

experiences as a Women and Gender Studies professor at Rutgers to emphasize the constant need 

for youth involvement in the political process and why it is especially important for young 

women on campus to voice their opinions and be involved. 

 

 

Issue: What resources does the university provide for victims of violence, especially sexual 

assault? 
While awareness has increased about sexual assault and other forms of violence, it is important 

for the university to provide resources that can help students and members of the community 

who are witnesses and victims of such acts. 

 
Core of the Matter 3/18/19: Will Pauwels for the Office for Violence Prevention and Victim 

Assistance - 11:00 AM (1 hour) 
Will Pauwels, coordinator of special programs for the Office for Violence Prevention and Victim 

Assistance at Rutgers, discusses his role in the organization and what resources it provides. He 

highlights the stigmas that surround violence, especially sexual assault and the ways in which 

people can get involved in the organization, whether they are victims themselves or know people 

who are. 

 

 

Issue: What initiatives has Rutgers taken to combat issues facing the growing student 

body? 
As this incoming freshman class was the largest Rutgers has accepted, issues such as housing 

shortages and traffic congestion are likely to increase. It is important for the university to 

maintain a plan to try to resolve these issues. 

 
Core of the Matter 3/20/19: RUSA Town Hall with Chancellor Molloy - 4:00 PM (1 hour) 
The Rutgers University Student Assembly hosts the March town hall with Chancellor Molloy in 

order to address issues and initiatives within the University from this semester and the academic 

year. Molloy addresses questions from students regarding the growing number of students and 

how the 2030 plan will continue to be implemented. In addition, students ask what form of action 

the administration is planning on taking to address sexual assault allegations against professors. 

 

 

 

  



Issue: How is tuition being put to use? 
As Rutgers tuition rates continue to increase every year, it is important for the University to be 

transparent in how exactly it allocates tuition to better campus life for students. 

 
Core of the Matter 3/21/19: Rutgers Treasurer's Town Hall - 8:30 AM (1.5 hours) 
Members of the Treasury Board gathered for a town hall at Rutgers to display the projected 

budget plans and initiatives that the university will take part in. Presenters highlighted 

compliance and ethical issues prominent on campus and in what ways such prospected initiatives 

will better the students, faculty, and workers. 

 

 

Issue: How are local organizations organizing around homelessness, and what can people 

in the community do to get help? 
Looking at addressing the root causes of the homelessness, analyzing gaps in social services 

systems, acknowledging traumas faced by homeless people, examining connections to other 

social movements (i.e. environmental/economic injustice). 

 
Core of the Matter 3/25/19: Interview with Walter Herres of SHILO - 11:00 AM (1 hour) 
Walter Herres is the founder and leader of SHILO (Supporting Homeless and Innovatively 

Loving Others). Herres discusses his own experiences as a formerly homeless person, as well as 

how he got into activism and started SHILO. He emphasizes the effectiveness of addressing 

homelessness from a human rights/social justice framework, rather than a 

charitable/philanthropic approach. In addition, some of the root causes of homelessness are 

analyzed, including a lack of support for public housing, bureaucratic discrimination, as well as a 

the diminishing of economic and social safety net structures in the larger society. Herres advises 

how Rutgers students and community members can get involved in SHILO and other local 

organizations working around homelessness. 

 

 

Issue: How are funds being allocated in Piscataway to ensure efficiency in the township? 
Being that Piscataway is a large township, it is important for community members to know how 

their tax dollars are being allocated and used. 

 
Core of the Matter 3/28/19: Piscataway Township Board of Education Meeting - 9:00 AM 

(1 hour) 

The Board of Education provides updates within the township, especially from the high school, 

and discusses future initiatives the Board will be implementing to financially support 

marginalized students in their academic career. Updates in finance allocations in transportation 

regarding the bus systems were also shared to keep the community aware. 
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