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Issue: How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our community? 

According to the World Health Organization, COVID-19 is the infectious disease caused by the 

most recently discovered coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which may 

cause illness in animals or humans. In humans, several coronaviruses are known to cause 

respiratory infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

 
Democracy Now! 1/15/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Dr. Peter Salk, physician and professor of infectious diseases and 

microbiology at the University of Pittsburgh, discuss the need for cooperation between the 

companies developing vaccines instead of competing. His father, Dr. Jonas Salk, developed the 

first polio vaccine. Amy Goodman and A.C. Thompson, reporter at ProPublica, discuss the rise 

of political extremism in the wake of the January 6th Capitol riot. 

 

Democracy Now! 1/22/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of the Brown University School of Public Health, 

discuss President Biden's plan to tackle the coronavirus pandemic. Amy Goodman, Nola Taken 

Alive, member of Standing Rock Sioux Tribal Council, Jodi Archambault, former special 

assistant to President Obama for Native American affairs, and Alex White Plume, former vice 

president and president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Reservation, discuss the 

effect of the pandemic on Indigenous communities in America. They also discuss the president's 

plan to cancel the Keystone XL pipeline and urge him to cancel the Dakota Access pipeline as 

well. 

 

Democracy Now! 1/28/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Dr. Peter Hotez, dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor 

College of Medicine, discuss disinformation and its effect on the vaccine rollout. Amy Goodman 

and Mohga Kamal-Yanni, policy adviser to the People's Vaccine Alliance, discuss the need for 

vaccine companies to share their technology to increase the supply of vaccines worldwide. Amy 

Goodman and journalist Aram Roston discuss the January 6th Capitol riots. 

 

Democracy Now! 3/10/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Stony Brook University professor Stephanie Kelton discuss the $1.9 trillion 

COVID relief package. Amy Goodman and author Cornel West discuss President Biden's first 50 

days in office. Amy Goodman and Bill McKibben, co-founder of 350.org, discuss Rutgers 

University's plan to divest from fossil fuels and invest in renewable energy.  



Issue: What can we do to promote social justice in our community? 

The death of George Floyd has brought the topics of systemic racism and social justice to the 

forefront. Protests have been organized by groups like Black Lives Matter in cities all over the 

country to draw attention to the issues and demand change. 

 
Democracy Now! 1/25/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Adam Jentleson, public affairs director at Democracy Forward, discuss the 

future and history of the filibuster. Amy Goodman and Rev. Dr. William Barber, co-chair of the 

Poor People's Campaign, discuss the need to fight systemic racism, poverty, and environmental 

destruction over political unity. Amy Goodman and Daniel Kane, president of Teamsters Local 

202, discuss the strike at Hunts Point Produce Market, and the need for fair wages and benefits. 

 

Democracy Now! 1/26/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Chase Strangio, deputy director for transgender justice with the ACLU's 

LGBT & HIV Project, discuss President Biden's executive order repealing the former 

administration's ban on transgender people serving in the U.S. military. They discuss attacks that 

are continuing at the state level. Amy Goodman and journalist and author Jean Guerrero discuss 

immigration policy. Amy Goodman and Paul O'Brien, vice president of Oxfam America, discuss 

the widening wealth gap during the pandemic. 

 

Democracy Now! 1/27/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Ash-Lee Woodard Henderson, co-executive director of the Highlander 

Research and Education Center, discuss President Biden's racial equity agenda. Amy Goodman 

and Varshini Prakash, co-founder and executive director of the Sunrise Movement, discuss 

President Biden's climate agenda. Amy Goodman and Erin Banco, reporter for The Daily Beast, 

discuss the COVID-19 vaccine rollout. 

 

Democracy Now! 2/9/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and Alan Hirsch, chair of the Justice and Law Studies program at Williams 

College, discuss the second impeachment of President Trump. Amy Goodman, Alice Wong, 

founder of the Disability Visibility Project, and Rabbi Elliot Kukla, disability activist at the Bay 

Area Jewish Healing Center in San Francisco, discuss the vaccine rollout and call for 

prioritization for people with physical and metal disabilities. Amy Goodman and Guerline Jozef, 

executive director of Haitian Bridge Alliance, discuss ICE enforcement during the pandemic. 

 

  



Issue: What was the outcome of the Presidential election? 

Though it took almost a week for the results to come in and major news networks to call it, Joe 

Biden won 306 electoral votes. 

 
Democracy Now! 1/21/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman covers President Joe Biden's swearing-in and first day in office. Amy Goodman, 

Maria Hinojosa, founder of Futuro Media, and Cornel West, professor of philosophy at Harvard 

University, discuss the inauguration and what comes next with President Biden in office. 

 

Democracy Now! 2/15/2021 - 12:00 PM (1 hour) 

Amy Goodman and constitutional lawyer Bruce Fein discuss the result of President Trump's 

second impeachment trial. Amy Goodman and former New York City health commissioner 

Mary Bassett discuss health insurance and the Lancet report that nearly 40% of deaths from 

COVID-19 were avoidable. 
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