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This is an affidavit of WTIP’s broadcast programs that have provided their most significant treatment of 
community issues for the Fourth quarter of 2018.
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Filed by: Matthew Brown
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Show Title: Daybreak October 1 to December 31, 2018

Mon, 11/26/2018 - 7:39am

The Cook County Truth in Taxation meeting is Thursday, Nov. 29 starting at 6 p.m.
Cook County residents began receiving their proposed 2019 tax statements toward the middle of the 
month. The proposed levy for Cook County is currently set for an increase of 5.99%. A final levy and 
budget must be adopted before the end of December.
WTIP’s Joe Friedrichs spoke with Cook County Board Chair Ginny Storlie about this year’s Truth in 
Taxation meeting and other county news. 

7:52 minutes

 Mon, 10/15/2018 - 7:20am

Some view stepping from a restaurant up the Gunflint Trail and being able to call Minneapolis on their 
cell phone as a good concept. Other people think the remoteness of eating a meal in such a location 
should be about getting away from technology, and that calls on cell phones or sending a text message 
should be kept away from life up the Trail.
Indeed, cell phone coverage up the Gunflint Trail has been an issue for many years.
Some want cell coverage on the Trail. Others don’t.
By as early as 2019, the debate will over and there will be cell coverage up the Gunflint Trail, as WTIP’s 
Joe Friedrichs finds out in this report. 

8:30 minutes

 



Show Title: North Shore Morning October 1 to December 31, 2018

 Tue, 10/02/2018 - 8:26am

During a board meeting Sept. 11, the Cook County Board of Commissioners set the 2019 Preliminary Levy 
at $553,460 - a 5.99 percent increase over last year. The county’s budget committee, county staff and 
commissioners will continue to review and refine the budget over the next several months.

Similarly, the St. Louis County Board approved its proposed property tax levy at $136.7 million for 2019, 
a figure that could result in a modest tax decrease for property owners, due to an increase in the 
county’s property tax base.

WTIP’s Joe Friedrichs spoke with Cook County Administrator Jeff Cadwell about the context of these 
scenarios, and what an expanding tax base could mean for local residents. 

16:08 minutes

Thu, 09/13/2018 - 9:34pm

The Grand Marais City Council met on Wednesday, September 12 and took action on a number of items 
that have been on the city’s agenda for quite some time.

The city reviewed ordinance changes suggested by the Grand Marais Planning Commission regarding 
lodging on the first floor of downtown businesses. After lengthy discussion, the council passed a motion 
to adopt the proposed ordinance change, which allows lodging on the first floor, but only with a 
conditional use permit.

That means anyone who hopes to create lodging on the first floor of the downtown waterfront area 
would have to appear before the planning commission and city council with plans. Although Mayor Jay 
Arrowsmith DeCoux and Councilor Jonathan Steckelberg expressed concern that the criteria for the 
conditional use permit was not clearly stated, they cast votes to approve the ordinance change.  

The council also adopted its Storm water Management Plan, approved liquor licenses for area 
businesses, and more. 

One of the final matters was approval of the 2019 levy numbers.  Just as the county did, the City of 
Grand Marais set its preliminary levy for 2019 with a 5.99 percent increase.

Mayor DeCoux and the other councilors noted that the 5.99 is the maximum – the city will be working to 
reduce that number before the final levy is adopted on December 26, 2019.

WTIP's Rhonda Silence spoke with the mayor about the lodging ordinance, storm water management 
and the levy. 

11:45 minutes
 



Show Title: North Shore News Hour October 1 to December 31, 2018

Fri, 10/05/2018 - 9:59am

Election Day is fast approaching. It is November 6, but county residents will receive their mail ballots 
much earlier, probably mid-October.
As part of WTIP’s continued coverage of Election 2018, we have been speaking with school board 
candidates, Deb White, Rena Rogers and Dan Shirley. Here's Rhonda Silence with those conversations. 

7:47 minutes

Wed, 11/27/2018 - 12:10pm

Most WTIP listeners know that North Shore Health and the Sawtooth Mountain Clinic are housed at the 
same campus here in Grand Marais and that they work together in a variety of ways. That isn’t the norm 
in rural healthcare, according to some recent visitors to the North Shore. 
 
Jonathan Watson, the Chief Executive Officer of the Minnesota Association of Community Health Centers 
and Matt Anderson, senior vice president of policy at the Minnesota Hospital Association, visited the 
hospital and clinic this week to talk to them about that partnership—and about the future of healthcare 
overall. 
 
WTIP’s Rhonda Silence sat down with the healthcare officials to learn more. 

19:52 minutes

Show Title: Minnesota Native News

Narrative: October 1 to December 31, 2018, Fridays, 9:10 a.m. and Tuesdays, 9:10: A news and public 
affairs program discussing issues pertinent to Native Americans in Minnesota (Civic 
Affairs/Culture/Environment). 

5 minutes.



Show Title: National Native News

Narrative: October 1 to December 31, 2018, Monday-Friday, 6 p.m.: A nationally-syndicated news and 
public affairs program discussing issues pertinent to Native Americans (Civic 
Affairs/Culture/Environment).

 5 minutes.

Show Title: First and Third Thursday Community Conversations

Narrative: October 1 to December 31, 2018, first and third Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.: A 
program dedicated to local and current public affairs, discussing a wide range of issues relating to Grand 
Marais, Cook County and Minnesota’s North Shore. Replays following Saturday mornings at 6:00 am. 

60 minutes.

Show Title: As It Happens

Narrative: October 1 to December 31, 2018, Monday-Thursday, 6:07 p.m.: An international news and 
public affairs program, discussing a wide range of issues relating to North America government, health, 
environment, education and more. 

54 minutes.

Show Title: Living on Earth

Narrative: October 1 to December 31, 2018, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: A nationally-syndicated environmental 
news and information program, featuring news, features, interviews and commentary on a broad range 
of ecological issues. 

55 minutes


