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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 
 

During the second quarter of 2015, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 
newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 100 
hours per month:  

   Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 4:00-5:00PM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Friday 11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

   Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

   Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



THE LIVE WELL NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.2 HD 

 KGO-TV’s D2 sub-channel airs the “Live Well Network,” a single free 24/7 over-the-
air digital multicast platform channel providing viewers with original content 
focusing on home, health and lifestyle. 

 The “Live Well Network” offers programs entitled- Motion, Mirror, Mirror, Let’s Dish, 
Steven & Chris, Knock It Off, Deals, Best Recipe, Food Rush and My Family Recipe 
Rocks, AND Live Big With Ali V along with others. 

LAFF TV NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.3 SD 

 KGO-TV’s D3 sub-channel airs the “LAFF TV Network,” a single free 24/7 over-the-
air digital multicast platform channel providing viewers with comedy programming 
content. 

 The “LAFF TV Network,” airs vintage sitcoms and theatrical movies with a comedic 
theme.   

KGO-TV’S D2 Live Well Network & KGO-TV’S D3 LAFF TV network signals carry 
Public Service Announcements and Children’s Core Programming as described 
in the Quarterly FCC 398 Children’s Report.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During the second quarter of 2015, KGO-TV also aired the following locally 
produced programming that addressed the problems and needs of the San 
Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program consisted of a 
variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local community.  The 
program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and explore critical issues facing 
the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this program that aired Sundays from 
4:30 to 5:00pm, and encores late Fridays from 1:30-2:00am. 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, and 
reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  Office staff answered 
letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking help with a wide variety 
of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit received over 3500 e-mails/ letters, and 
over 1400 phone calls per month. 

ABC 7’S BAY AREA LIFE- Hosted by Lizzie Bermudez, this weekly lifestyle and 
entertainment destination program takes viewers around the Bay Area to celebrate and 
share what makes this beautiful place so fabulous.  Each show explores local 
neighborhoods for the latest finds in food, fitness, entertainment, decor, fashion, culture, 
technology, and travel.  Each week’s program highlights the special people and places 
of the Bay Area.  B. A. L. episodes aired Sundays from 6:30 to 7:00pm, and encore 
episodes aired on Saturdays from 4:30-5:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPONSORED COMMUNITY EVENTS 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, “Around the 
Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.  Each of these 
thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two weeks on a fixed 
schedule: 

4/1 – 4/10/15  

YouthLive! (4/25) www.youth-live.com/ Benefits Unity Care.  Spencer Christian MC. 

SF Child Abuse Prevention Center: Blue Ribbon Luncheon (4/30/15) Cheryl Jennings 
MC 
Chinese Hospital: Spring Fling (5/7/15)  

4/11 – 4/24/15  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Bay Area (4/24/15) Dan Ashley MC 

Edgewood Fair (5/5-5/6) Lilian Kim boardmember. 
edgewood.org/getinvolved/events/49th-annual-edgewood-fair/fair2015.html  

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation Birthday Dinner (5/12/15) Cheryl 
Jennings MC,  

4/25 – 5/8/15  

Mourning Mothers Walk (5/9/15) 1000 Mothers Against Violence, Cheryl Jennings MC 

Wishes in Wine Country, Make-A-Wish Greater Bay Area (5/16/15) Ama Daetz MC 

Marin Open Studios (5/2-5/3, 5/9-5/10)  

5/9 – 5/22/15  

SF Decorator Showcase (4/25-5/25) benefits University High School 

PAAWBAC (6/4) Pacific Asian American Bay Area Coalition, Mimi Kwan MC 

5/23 – 6/5/15  

Dan Ashley’s Rock the CASA (6/20/15) rockthecasa.org, benefits Court Appointed 
Special Advocates, Friends of Camp Concord  

Bay Area Book Festival (6/6-6/7)  

6/6 – 6/19/15  

Italian Street Painting Marin (6/27-6/28)  

Ryan’s Ride (6/28) ryansride.org/ benefits LIVESTRONG Foundation 

EOYDC: Something for Everyone (7/19) East Oakland Youth Development Center 
eoydc.org/  

6/20 – 6/30/15  

AIDS Walk (7/19) Benefits Project Inform and other HIV/AIDS programs, sf.aidswalk.net/  

San Rafael Rocks (6/12-7/24) benefits Drawbridge sanrafaelrocks.com/ 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 
During the second quarter of 2015, KGO-TV aired over 1000 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this quarter 
included:  American Red Cross, U.S. Department of Health, Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation, Partnership for a Drug free America, CDC Smoking Cessation, SF 
Parks Alliance, St. Jude Children’s Hospital, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
Trust For Public Land, Wounded Warriors, Down Syndrome Research, and 
National Foundation For Infectious Diseases. 

* * * * 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 THE ECONOMY 

 THE DROUGHT 

 LGBT COMMUNITY 

 7 ON YOUR SIDE CONSUMERISM   

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 



CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - MONDAY, 4/6 (2:45) 
WHISTLEBLOWER: SFPD CRIME LAB SCANDAL DATES BACK YEARS- 
More questions are being raised about the reliability of the San Francisco Police 
Department’s Crime Lab.  The expert who exposed problems at the lab tells 
ABC7 News the lab supervisor offered misleading evidence in a 2010 murder 
trial.  Lawyer and DNA expert Bicka Barlow is the one who complained to Police 
Chief Greg Suhr about serious problems at the crime lab.  Specifically, that a 
supervisor, Cherisse Boland, failed to catch inconsistencies in a DNA analysis by 
a criminalist revealed during a murder trial last year.  Barlow tells ABC7 News 
that five years ago, Boland, then a criminalist, misled the court during a double 
homicide trial by not telling anyone there was a DNA profile of the likely killer. 
Instead, the DNA profiles she testified about pointed to other suspects.  "She 
didn't tell anybody about it. She didn't tell the police officers investigating it. She 
didn't tell the prosecutor and she didn't tell the grand jury," Barlow says.Barlow 
says the inconsistencies came out during cross examination during the trial.  
Attorney Tony Tamburello represented one of the suspects who were acquitted. 
He even wrote then-Police Chief George Gascon a letter after the trial, saying it 
was unethical.  DNA expert Rockne Harmon even spoke directly to the judge 
about Boland's conduct.  He told the judge, "I don't think it was professional."  
District Attorney George Gascon has launched an investigation independent of 
Suhr's.  Gascon was chief during Boland's first alleged misconduct as well as 
chief during the crime lab scandal in 2010 when criminalist Deborah Madden 
stole cocaine evidence.  Tamburello says Gascon should recuse himself from 
any investigation.  He says, "I don't understand how he's not conflicted out of this 
particular investigation.  He was on both sides of it."  Gascon points out that he 
shut down the drug testing immediately when he learned of the Madden crime 
lab scandal and then began an investigation.  "Although I was chief of police for a 
very short period of time and other people involved had been hired before me, 
and frankly the conduct with the drug lab predated me, but this is not about 
pointing fingers, it's about fixing a problem," Gascon commented. He explained 
that a respected team of crime lab experts at the University of Pennsylvania will 
be on his panel of investigators looking into the crime lab.  He tells us he wants 
the probe to be objective and beyond reproach.  ABC7 News tried unsuccessfully 
to contact Boland for an interview. 
 

 

 

 



(Crime & Law Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - FRIDAY, 6/12 (2:10) 
LOS GATOS COPS CREDIT SECURITY VIDEO REGISTRY FOR FASTER 
CRIME-FIGHTING- 

In two Bay Area cities, police are crediting the cameras for burglary arrests and 
police in a third city are hoping video will help them capture an attempted 
murderer.  Last year, police in Los Gatos started a registry called Los Gatos on 
Watch, a program where residents can give police information about their 
security camera systems.  Eighty residents and businesses are participating. 
Police now know where cameras are and where they're pointed. "It's solving 
crime in a timely manner and giving the officers the ability to identify suspects 
and react on investigative leads in a timely fashion," said Los Gatos police Lt. 
Clinton Tada. Bob Skubis owns Belgium Diamonds.  He had one of the first 
outdoor cameras downtown. His video has been used as evidence by police. "I 
think there was a break-in or a fight," said Bob Skubis, a Los Gatos jewelry store 
owner. "We were able to provide video and it just happened to be within our 
scope. "Thanks to the registry, video of a man and his car led to the arrest of the 
suspected thief who stole packages from homes in Los Gatos.  In Oakland 
Thursday, police arrested three people suspected of burglarizing homes and 
businesses.  What cracked the case was video from a security camera. It has 
good shot of the plate, good description of suspect.  In Fremont, police arrested a 
thief who stole packages from the steps of homes after first identifying him 
through surveillance cameras. San Francisco police Thursday released graphic 
security video of a gas station robbery that went bad. The robbers shot at the 
frightened clerk who ran off.  Investigators hope this video will help catch them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Crime & Law Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - SUNDAY, 5/24 (1:20) 
OAKLAND POLICE ARREST SUSPECT IN TRIPLE MURDER- 

Oakland police have arrested a suspect in a triple murder Saturday night. The 
victims were killed in a shooting at a home on 54th and Market streets. 
Neighbors tell ABC7 News it was a tragedy waiting to happen.  The triple 
shooting happened just before 3 p.m. Larry Benson and Rick Fitzgerald live next 
door.  "I heard three shots," Benson said. "And he had heard three shots as well. 
I came into the house and he said, 'were those gunshots?' And I said, 'I think 
they were.'"  Police and a SWAT team soon arrived and evacuated them from 
their home.  The SWAT team and negotiators were able to get the shooter out of 
the house. He is now in custody. The neighbors say they know him very well.  
Neighbors say he had been arrested some time ago for burglarizing their home 
and may have been mentally unstable.  "And even in open court when he burgled 
our house, he had said that we gave him permission to kick the door in," Benson 
said.  Fitzgerald added, "I'm not surprised, this has been coming for a long time. 
"Police have not confirmed the name of the alleged shooter, nor have they 
released the names of the three male victims.  But neighbors tell ABC7 News 
that one of the victims is the accused gunman's father.  No one else in the home 
was injured in this shooting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(Crime & Law Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - WEDNESDAY, 6/3 (2:20) 
SFPD POLICE PURSUITS RAISE CONCERN FOLLOWING ACCIDENTS- 

Several police pursuits in San Francisco are raising a lot of concern about the 
safety of innocent people in the way.  The most recent incident happened less 
than 24 hours ago, after a suspected robber took off in a car and hit a pedestrian. 
San Francisco police are still looking for the driver and the car they were chasing 
Tuesday night.  On Wednesday, with all these recent police chases, SFPD Chief 
Greg Suhr reiterated just exactly what his department's policy is.  There have 
been three police pursuits in almost three months in San Francisco.  The one on 
Tuesday night started at 8th and Mission streets.  The car, one that was reported 
to be used in a robbery, struck a pedestrian as it sped away.  Raymond Che's 
friend was the one who was hit. He said, "He went flying... It was pretty scary."  
On Monday, a police chase from the Bayview ended at 5th and Mission streets, 
when the driver, an attempted murder suspect, rammed his car into two cars, 
injuring the drivers. Fortunately, they were not hurt seriously.  Suhr says police 
recovered a gun in his car.  He added, "So we don't know what that violent felon 
might have been or who might have been seriously injured or killed."  In April, 
Bridget Klecker was killed in the Financial District during a hit-and-run crash. 
Three armed robbery suspects, who were caught last month, were running from 
police that night.  Suhr says his department has, in his words, a very restrictive 
pursuit policy.  "Unless they're a violent felon, we don't chase them," Suhr told 
ABC7 News.  In both of the previous car pursuits, police say they were chasing 
violent felons.  In the fatal incident in April, Suhr says the three suspects were 
armed and dangerous.  "We got the guys responsible in custody, responsible for 
an armed robbery spree," said Suhr. Suhr says in Tuesday night's pursuit, the 
chase did not start until the officer turned his car lights on the car. 
"They struck a pedestrian almost as soon as they fled the lights and siren and 
then it became a pursuit because now they've struck somebody in a crosswalk," 
Suhr explained.  The person who was hit last night, who has not been identified, 
was listed with life-threatening injuries.  ABC7 News has since learned that his 
condition has been upgraded to serious but stable.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Crime & Law Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - FRIDAY, 5/22 (2:22) 
OAKLAND POLICE ARREST TWO IN KIDNAPPING FOR RANSOM- 

A dramatic car chase ended Friday morning with Oakland police finding a San 
Leandro man tied up in the trunk of a car.  Two suspects were arrested and 
accused of kidnapping that man for ransom.  The victim was found in the trunk of 
a car at the end of a chase that started in Oakland and ended in Hayward at 
around 8 a.m.  The incident began Thursday night around 10:30pm when a 
business man in his 50s was kidnapped at gunpoint from an East Oakland 
parking lot.  He was then taken to a house outside of Oakland.  A witness 
captured cellphone video Friday morning of police surrounding a dark colored 
Buick, after it crashed through a chain link fence.  Officers arrested two suspects 
while others worked to free someone from the trunk.  "When we took the 
suspects into custody, we heard sounds at the trunk area," said Oakland police 
Lt. Nishant Yoshi.  "They're asking for a crowbar and I heard them asking for if 
they got the bag out.  When they opened the trunk, there was a hostage in the 
trunk and they proceeded to lift him out fireman style," said Jonathan Bradbury, a 
witness.  The cellphone video shows officers carrying the victim, his hands and 
feet bound, just freed from the trunk.  Daniel Thomas lives nearby on Paradise 
Boulevard.  He told ABC7 News, "This morning it was around 8 a.m., all I heard 
was the car hit something, then police went by and told the person, 'Get down on 
the ground!  Get down on the ground!’”  Police said the victim is recovering from 
the incident.  "I just met with him. He's very glad to be back home with his family," 
Yoshi said.  "He has some minor injuries, but he's going to be all right.” Oakland 
police believe the victim was targeted by the kidnappers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Crime & Law Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM – MONDAY, 5/18 (2:22) 
CAMPBELL POLICE RECEIVE TIPS ON ATTEMPTED KIDNAPPING- 

Campbell police are receiving many tips as they continue to search for a man 
accused of trying to kidnap a girl near Maysun Court and Harriet Avenue on 
Saturday morning.  Surveillance video released by Campbell police shows a man 
in a beige or silver 1998 to 2002 Honda Accord Sedan stalking a girl.  The car 
first makes a u-turn, then waits about a minute for the girl to catch up to his 
position and cross the street. That's when he jumped out initially asking for 
directions. Then, he gave allegedly gave the girl a bear hug from the front. She 
fought back and started to scream, which caused the suspect to drive away.  
"The little girl gave a really descriptive sketch, so we looked at that online and 
we're all looking for him, so I think he's going to be found soon," Paula McCarthy 
said.  The suspect is described as an Asian or Hispanic male in his mid 30s, 
approximately 5'7" tall with a medium build.  Police say the suspect was wearing 
a black and white beanie and a tan or brown long coat with fur on the cuffs which 
was buttoned up. Neighbors say they don't pay much attention to cars driving by. 
"We get a lot of traffic back and forth at certain times of the day.  People use it as 
a shortcut to get off to get to other places, so it's not unusual to see completely 
strange cars come through," Leslie Prout said.  Campbell police say dozens of 
tips have come in from the video and sketch. "Obviously every phone call we get, 
every piece of information is important and at this point, that's what we're 
dedicated to doing, is following up on every piece of information and identifying 
the suspect responsible, "Campbell Lt. Gary Berg said. Police believe this is an 
isolated case.  No similar cases have been reported in the area.  The girl is said 
to be traumatized, but she was not injured.  Anyone who may have witnessed the 
event or recognizes the suspect is asked to contact the Campbell Police 
Department Investigations Unit at 408-871-5190.  Those wishing to remain 
anonymous can also contact the Silicon Valley Crime Stoppers. 

 



THE ECONOMY 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 4PM –FRIDAY, 5/1 (1:35) 
SAN FRANCISCO MAY DAY MESSAGE FOCUSED ON LIVING WAGE- 

In San Francisco, those observing May Day were loud and purposeful, beginning 
with a rally and then a march from San Francisco's Civic Center Plaza to the 
city's Mission District.  "In San Francisco and the immigrant community, May Day 
is a holiday," said Olga Miranda, President of SEIU local 87.  Hence the 
festivities. Many are immigrant workers, but all of them are celebrating a raise in 
San Francisco's minimum wage from $11.05 to $12.25.  "It is never enough, not 
even $15 an hour but it is a step in the right direction," said Tim Paulson, the 
Executive Director of the San Francisco Labor Council.  Tell that to anyone 
working for minimum wage in San Francisco, who see everything else going up - 
especially rents.  Jessica Garcia works on an hourly salary. "It is very hard. I 
have two jobs and my husband has two jobs," said Garcia, who has a small child 
as well. Garcia makes salads at Chez Julian on Bush Street, a small business 
that is hiring.  On the other side of this issue, owner Julian Chang, says he would 
love to have even more people. He himself is an immigrant from France. But he 
says that in a state where the minimum wage is $9, San Francisco's $12.25 is 
too steep. "It is hard. For small business, it is very hard."  It's hard to make ends 
meet. It's hard to provide the jobs that make the ends meet. "We've gotta' do it. 
We have a little one," Garcia explains. For many, it is all about the next 
generation, especially on May Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Economy Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 4PM - MONDAY, 6/29 (2:05) 
9,000 SANTA CLARA COUNTY EMPLOYEES READY TO STRIKE- 

Thousands of Santa Clara County employees are ready to walk off the job 
Tuesday morning, in what would be their first strike in 40 years. Negotiations are 
still going on.  At the SEIU Local 521 offices in San Jose, negotiations ran past 
midnight Sunday and continued all day Monday. A state agency deemed 475 
employees as essential and can't strike early Tuesday morning.  The strike would 
mean about half of the entire county work force would be off the job. Hardest hit 
would be Valley Medical Center where a variety of nurses and radiation 
technicians would walk out. County libraries would be impacted. But Supervisor 
Dave Cortese says important public safety functions would be in jeopardy.  
"Some of these workers are also workers in the jails where obviously we have 
serious public safety issues and communications dispatch. When people call 
911, they need a response," Cortese said.  The Public Employees Relations 
Board, a state agency, has agreed that 475 jobs out of 9,000 are essential. 
Those workers, including 911 dispatchers, would be told to stay on the job. They 
aren't easily replaced. The county is already working on contingency plans to fill 
thousands of other jobs not deemed essential with outside workers or by asking 
others to work overtime.  But the big question is how many non-striking workers 
will honor the picket lines.  The bargaining unit's two-year contract expired a 
week ago. Negotiations are underway for a contract running four or five years. 
That length has both sides seeking the best terms possible, given the uncertainty 
of the economy.  "They want to be careful that they're not getting shortchanged 
over a four-year period. We want to be careful that we've actually got the money 
to pay them when we get to year three and four. Otherwise, we have a different 
problem on our hands," Cortese said.  Essential workers will need to be served 
papers that they must report for work, but that may be a challenging process if 
those employees play hard to find.  Last week, members of SEIU Local 521 
voted overwhelmingly to go on strike tomorrow after the current contract expired 
on June 21.  

BAY AREA LIFE - SUNDAY, 5/10, 4:30-5:00PM (4:05) 
B A L”CAR INSURANCE TIPS-  

Compare and prepare! Shopping for car insurance just got easier. Andre Rose, 
CEO of Compare .com discussed how to navigate through the many car 
insurance choices and what to look for when looking at all the information.  Some 
companies cost more, some less, but the consumer can make the decisions on 
what price, product and company is best for them.  Every car insurance company 
offers something different.  The hard part is knowing which car insurance 
company will give you the most value for your money.  Don't pay more than you 
have to for car insurance.  Start a quote now and make sure you are paying the 
right price. 



 

(Economy Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5AM - TUESDAY, 6/30 (1:05) 
STRIKE AVERTED BY SANTA CLARA COUNTY WORKERS 

Hours before thousands of Santa Clara County workers were scheduled to walk 
off the job Tuesday, contract talks between Service Employees International 
Union Local 521 and the county produced a tentative agreement, and union 
leaders called off the strike.  County Executive Jeff Smith released a statement 
this morning: "Although the agreement has to be ratified by its members, the 
strike has been averted and residents will be able to access all county services 
today and during the weeks ahead.”  It could've been an interesting and 
challenging day if the 9,000 county employees represented by SEIU Local 521 
walked off the job -- that's about half of all county employees.  There were 475 
employees who would have been prohibited from striking, because they were 
deemed essential employees.  That includes 911 dispatchers and workers at the 
county jail and juvenile hall.  This latest deal is for four years, recent contracts 
have been for only two years.  Money was a major sticking point -- along with 
some staffing issues.  The next step is for union membership and county 
supervisors to vote on the deal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

(Economy Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - THURSDAY, 6/25 (1:45) 
EMPLOYEES AT AN EAST BAY CHARTER SCHOOL HAVEN'T BEEN PAID- 

The closure of an East Bay charter school called FAME has vendors demanding 
answers after not being paid in months. East Bay tutor Karen Green says she's 
been taken advantage of.  "I've always had trouble receiving payments from 
FAME.  They've always been very late, but I always got my money, until this 
year," she said.  For five years, Green tutored students at the Families of 
Alameda for Multi-Cultural Multi-Lingual Education Charter School also known as 
FAME.  Green says she hasn't been paid since March and is owed nearly 
$2,000.  "I can't even, there are no words to describe how betrayed I feel," she 
said.  The school's charter was revoked in the Spring by the County Office of 
Education.  Board members cited issues ranging from lackluster academic 
performance, to mismanagement of funds. School leaders refused to meet with 
ABC7 News or comment.  Now dozens of vendors, including Green are unsure if 
they'll ever be paid. "It's infuriating, especially when I know that FAME received 
the funding to pay us," she said  County officials say as of March, the school had 
enough funds in its reserve to make payments to vendors and their recent 
attempts to get financial statements from FAME have been unsuccessful.  "The 
Alameda County Office of Education is compiling a list of vendors of Fame that 
have not been paid. We're doing everything we can to make sure that they have 
updated and accurate information regarding the money that is owed to them," 
Alameda County Office of Education spokesperson Patrick Gannon said. The 
county says the school, which had three campuses and an independent study 
program was looking at filing for bankruptcy. Students will not be allowed to 
return this fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Economy Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - MONDAY, 5/11 (2:10) 
BAY AREA ENTREPRENEURS SHOW OFF INVENTIONS AT HAX DEMO - 

There may be an app for everything, but a growing number of entrepreneurs 
don't just want to make apps, they want to make things people can hold and 
touch.  It was HAXLR8R's Demo Day and a class of entrepreneurs showed off 
their inventions all with the hope that they will have the next big thing.One 
innovator showed off an invention that resembled a coffee maker, but will actually 
give users a different kind of buzz.  "Bartesian is the Keurig for cocktails, 
capsules and all," Bartesian's inventor said. "You can get a margarita. You can 
get a cosmopolitan.”  The bartender adds the spirits and the capsule provides 
everything else.  The entrepreneurs spent three months in China learning how to 
get their products ready to manufacture as part of a program called Hax. 
"Give them workshops and make sure that they're actually building things right," 
said Cyril Ebersweiler, HAX managing director.  The products try to solve real 
world problems, like how to use a smartwatch while holding a drink.  Aria goes 
inside a watch band and senses muscle movements, to control the watch using 
the same hand that's wearing it. "You control your smartwatches with simple 
finger gestures," Aria's inventor said.  Then there's the Nailbot, which decorates 
people's fingernails from their smartphone. A tiny inkjet paints on any design. 
"You literally swipe right on the touch screen, nail art will instantly appear," said 
Pree Walia of Nailbot.  There were also gadgets for the feet like Carve, a ski 
instructor right in your ear. "We use motion sensors and pressure sensors on 
your ski boots," said Pruthvikar Reddy, of Carve. "It will tell you things like keep 
your skis parallel, roll one ski over more."  Feetme wants to build the same thing 
for running, but the product is a bit different. "It's a product for diabetic patients 
suffering from neuropathy," the inventor said. A hundred pressure sensors give 
warnings to people who can't feel their feet.  For those with problems feeling their 
bladder, there's Brightly, which tells you when it's time to use the bathroom. 
"People who've had prostate cancer surgery, to paraplegics," said Jean Rintoul 
of Brightly. "Our major competitor is adult diapers, so this is better, because it's 
preemptive."  Hax is pairing up these inventors with factories and the retailers to 
make these things a reality. 



THE DROUGHT 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - WEDNESDAY, 6/10 (2:00)  
SNAKES CROSS PATHS WITH BAY AREA RESIDENTS DUE TO DROUGHT- 

Within one week, two children have been bitten by rattlesnakes in Northern 
California. Rattlesnake experts say they've been getting a lot more calls for 
removals recently.  Veterinarians warn that with the current drought, you may see 
more rattlesnakes than usual.  Ishneed Kaur, 2, was bitten Tuesday night in 
Pittsburg and is at the Children's Hospital in Oakland.  Doctors at Children's 
Hospital say Kaur is lucky she was brought in soon after she was bit by the 
rattlesnake. Experts say time is of the essence in cases like this.  Kaur is now 
stable in the intensive care unit and doctors are optimistic she will go home soon. 
She was airlifted to the hospital Tuesday night after a snake bit her in the foot. 
"They said this looks like it's dangerous, they called 911," her grandfather said. 
Kaur's grandfather said she was playing in her backyard when she was 
unexpectedly attacked.  Fire crews noticed her swollen, black foot. Within 
minutes they found the culprit -- a rattlesnake.  In Folsom, a 4-year-old boy was 
also victim to a rattlesnake bite. It happened over the weekend while he was 
walking on a bike trail. His pregnant mother tried to help the boy, but made a 
mistake that could have hurt them both.  Fortunately everyone is fine.  "The 
mama bear instinct in me decided to suck the venom out because apparently 
that's what Bonanza does," the mother said. Veterinarians say you may see 
more rattlesnakes this time of year due to the drought.  "With it being dry, a lot of 
animals are being more concentrated where water sources are," Lindsay Wildlife 
vet Guthrum Purdin said.  That means they could be lurking around your home. 
A rattlesnake was found in someone's yard in Walnut Creek. "I get a lot of 
snakes, especially this year with the drought, that are caught in garden netting," 
Purdin said.  Experts recommend clearing the brush around your house where 
snakes can hide. They also say to steer clear of rocks and logs where they like to 
hibernate.  David Allen owns Got Snakes? a humane, snake removal company. 
He does consultations almost year-round. He checks properties for snakes. Allen 
says rattlesnake bites are very rare and almost never deadly.  "They're a very 
fearful snake. They're a fearful animal. They'd rather avoid people at all costs," 
he said. "So generally if you do come across a rattlesnake, that snake is going to 
turn around and try to get away."  Cornering a snake is never a good idea 
because they get scared and scared equals dangerous.  So it's advisable to 
maintain a distance.  This is easy advice for an older child or an adult to follow.  
Allen has received at least 15 calls from the same Pittsburg neighborhood after 
people heard what happened.  The harmless gopher snake is often mistaken for 
a rattlesnake.  Rattlesnakes have cat-like eyes and a diamond-shaped head. 
Allen says about half of his calls are cases of mistaken snake identity. 
 



(The Drought Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - FRIDAY, 5/22 (1:20)  
COUNTY CAMPGROUND SHUTS SHOWERS DUE TO DROUGHT- 

If you like camping and really like roughing it you're in luck this Memorial Day 
weekend. Like all of us, Parks around the state are dealing with the drought. At 
one of the Bay Area's most popular parks, ABC7 News found out that means no 
showers.  At Memorial County Park in Loma Mar generations have come to enjoy 
a rustic and redwood experience.  "I have been camping at Memorial Park since I 
was 12 years old, my children were raised in this park, my kids know this place 
inside and out, and now I bring my grandchildren here," San Mateo resident 
Kathy Nahinu said.  But because of California's on-going drought, you might 
notice some changes the next time you stay at a San Mateo County 
campground. A sign that reads "showers closed due to drought conditions" may 
come as a surprise to some.  The showers have been locked, to help conserve 
water.  Pescadero Creek is the sole source of water for Memorial County Park, 
as well as the surrounding community.  "We want to be good neighbors, we want 
to share that water, we draw a lot, but we realize the residents also need to use 
the water as well, so that's why we monitor our intake," Carla Schoof from San 
Mateo County Parks said.  If drought conditions get worse, flushable toilets could 
be the next thing to go. Camper Mimi Gribbin of San Jose and her daughter, 
Jamie, aren't thrilled about the possibility. "We're not fond of port-a-potties, she 
plays enough softball tournaments that we have to use port-a-potties 
unfortunately, so flushable toilets is good," Mimi said.  The parks department is 
also limiting the number of available reservations at its campsites, meaning 
space will be at a premium. In fact, all of the spots at Memorial are booked for 
the weekend.  "It's not going to be too surprising to have 2,000 plus people here 
this weekend, so I hope everybody has a safe and enjoyable time," Scott 
Lombardi of San Mateo County parks said.  With cooler camps, camp fires are 
permitted, for now. As for not being able to take a shower, Nahinu said, "Take a 
sponge bath. It works."  It's camping the way mother nature probably intended for 
it to be. 
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(The Drought Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - TUESDAY, 6/23 (2:15)  
ILLEGAL FIREWORK CRACKDOWN EXTRA TOUGH DUE TO DROUGHT- 

If you want to celebrate the Fourth of July with fireworks, your options are limited. 
Safe and Sane fireworks are allowed in just 15 cities in the Bay Area and Santa 
Cruz County. But no matter where you live, the crackdown on illegal fireworks is 
tougher than ever due to the severe drought.  When it's incumbent upon 
everyone to save water in this drought, perhaps the ultimate waste of water is 
putting out grass fires caused by fireworks is the ultimate waste of water, 
especially when those fires can be prevented.  As a result, enforcement on illegal 
fireworks is going to be tougher than ever.  Firefighting costs and property 
damage can run into the millions as a result of illegal fireworks.  Add to that the 
need to conserve water during the drought. That's why residents who live near 
dry grassy areas are concerned.  "With the drought and all, you've got the kids in 
the street kind of lighting these things that they buy in Newark or wherever they 
get those fireworks from," said San Jose resident Manoj Khiani.  "And we've seen 
issues in the past where like three doors down, like this was a number of years 
ago, the kids were playing and the fire department had to come out because a 
grass fire started."  San Jose's city councilmembers are still working on a plan to 
expand who can issue citations for illegal fireworks.  Right now, enforcement is 
restricted to firefighters and police officers.  But that plan won't be in place until 
after the 4th of July.  In unincorporated Santa Clara County, fines have been 
approved by supervisors. It will cost $350 for the first violation, $700 for the 
second, and $1,000 for the third.  If there's injury or property damage, the fine is 
$1,000 and six months in jail.  Despite the law, fireworks are still heard on the 
fourth.  "Heard a few going off, yeah. Rockets, big ones," said Santa Clara 
County resident Charlie Peters.  When asked if he thinks that poses a big risk, he 
said, "That sure does with the roofs as well as the dry brush.”  And that risk has a 
price -- using water to put out fires.  "With a drought, you don't have the sufficient 
water quantity you need," said Shannon Williams.  "And (there's also) the 
potential for fire to spread down into homes and apartment complexes." 

 

 
 

 

 

 



(The Drought Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - TUESDAY, 5/5 (2:15)  
TECH HELPS STRAWBERRY FARMERS CONSERVE DURING DROUGHT- 

Fresh California strawberries are ripening early this year due to warm weather 
connected to our state's historic drought.  And farmers are growing those berries 
with less water.  One Watsonville farm is getting some high-tech help thanks to 
your drought-busting tax dollars.  "We started farming in Watsonville in 1952," 
said Gary Sakakihara. Since then, a lot has changed on his strawberry farm, like 
the irrigation. "You would turn off that one row with a cork and then you'd move to 
the next one," he said.  And how much water is enough?  "I'll check the moisture 
in the bed with my finger and the firmness of the soil and that's how we've done it 
you know for many years," he said.  But in the field of organic strawberries 
there's one thing inorganic -- a high tech solar powered substitute for 
Sakakihara's finger.  "It changed the way we irrigate, the way we fertilize," said 
Sakakihara Farms Operation Manager Rich Uto.  Tensiometers have been 
around for decades.  But ones that talk to your smartphone are new. It's helping 
conserve the precious and dwindling supply of fresh groundwater. "We're close to 
the ocean here," Sakakihara said.  "So if we were to keep drawing out the 
groundwater, eventually it'll be replaced, and saltwater's the closest thing," 
It's all far more advanced than the old technology, but it's also far more 
expensive.  The eight tensiometers in his fields cost a total of $36,000. 
Fortunately, the growers didn't have to shoulder that all themselves.  They got a 
little help down there in Watsonville from the folks up in Sacramento. 
"They paid for 50 percent of it and we paid for the other 50," Uto said.  "It was 
huge. I don't think we'd have done it if we didn't get the help from that grant 
money."  Thanks to funds from Gov. Jerry Brown's drought declaration, Uto is 
also attending state classes on high tech water saving.  Nearby at the Felton 
Farmer's Market, some shoppers said it's a good use of public money.  Like 
everything else in life, change happens, and the adaptation needs to happen," 
One shopper said.  Another added, "That's an expensive transition, so I think 
expecting farmers to pay for that by themselves is not realistic.”  Uto says 
actually getting the money has made him feel like part farmer, part lobbyist. 
"You have to be, I guess, the word is being proactive about it," Uto said.  "Some 
growers, you know, don't think it's worth it.  And I do.” To ensure there's enough 
water to farm these strawberry fields forever. 

 
 

 

 



(The Drought Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - FRIDAY, 5/8 (2:22)  
REACTIONS MIXED TO DROUGHT BARRIER IN SACRAMENTO DELTA- 

In the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, the California Department of Water 
Resources has begun a massive construction project to retain fresh water, 
known by some as a drought barrier.  Construction of a temporary drought barrier 
on the West False River in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is underway.  The 
barrier will help get fresh water to hundreds of thousands of Bay Area residents, 
but not everyone is pleased.  When finished, the rock barrier will close off 750 
feet of channel and block tidal salt water from flowing into the Delta from which 
Contra Costa County, Santa Clara County and the city of Tracy serve customers. 
Karen Cunningham has a ranch and draws water from what will be the salty side 
of the barrier.  "This is a sad day. A sad day to see this going on," Cunningham 
said. "Are my cows going to be watered with salt water?  Will my sub-irrigation 
become salty? Cunningham said.  By the time the Department of Water 
Resources removes the barrier out next fall, it will have spent $40 million. The 
construction is part is a six week, 24/7 job.  Scott Mack owns and runs Bethel 
Harbor Marina with his wife Jamie Bolt. Their business relies on customers 
coming in off the water.  They said the barrier threatens both their economics and 
ecosystem.  "I don't feel confident because of the funding and the cost of it," 
Mack said.  "If we are choked off, boats can't get to us," Jamie Volt said.  Not 
everyone wins when the state does something for the sake of a greater good. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(The Drought Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - WEDNESDAY, 4/15 (2:00) 
EBMUD DECLARES HIGHEST LEVEL DROUGHT EMERGENCY- 

The ongoing drought is about to hit East Bay residents in their wallets.  On 
Tuesday, the East Bay Municipal Utilities Water District declared a Stage 4 
drought emergency, the highest level it can adopt.  The board is still tweaking the 
drought management plan.  Among those items is how much people who waste 
water should pay and how much they have to waste before they pay.  They are 
the most extreme measures EBMUD has taken in more than three decades and 
they come as the board declares a critical drought situation.  That is just the 
beginning.  "They reflect that we're in a stage of drought that's worse than the 
Stage 4 that we've even planned for," EBMUD board member Andy Katz said. 
The board also enacted several other measures, immediately turning on the 
pumps at Freeport to begin purchasing emergency water from the Sacramento 
River and enacting mandatory conservation of 20 percent.  "There is no way that 
anybody, I don't think, cannot know that we're in a drought, unless they are 
completely clueless," EBMUD board member John Coleman said.  The board 
also began the process to enact an ordinance that would penalize water thieves 
and chronic wasters.  "The penalty ordinance is mainly intended for those 
customers who are using very high, high unreasonable amounts of water," 
EBMUD Customer Service's Sherri Hong said.  An excessive user is anyone that 
uses four times the daily average, more than 984 gallons a day.  At this point, 
EBMUD says their overall storage is projected to be just 53 percent of capacity at 
the end of the year, the lowest level since 1977. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BAY ARERA LGBT COMMUNITY 

ABC 7 NEWS 4:30PM - FRIDAY, 6/26 (1:40) 
SOUTH BAY RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPPOSE SUPREME COURT 
MARRIAGE-  

For Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, Ken Yeager, the High Court's 
decision on same-sex marriage has special meaning.  He came out as a gay 
man 31 years ago and thinks it will help younger gays. "This just sort of sends 
the signal, especially to young people, that they don't have to believe that they 
aren't as good as everybody else.  And I think that's just the sort of changes, the 
whole dynamic, that everybody is going to feel more accepted," said Yeager.  
Two years ago, he even put on a judicial robe and performed civil same-sex 
ceremonies in his Board of Supervisors office to demonstrate his support. 
However, for some religious leaders, especially in more conservative 
congregations, the Supreme Court decision does not change how they read and 
interpret Scripture. Pastor Dick Bernal leads the 12,000 member Evangelical 
Jubilee Christian Center in San Jose.  "The Bible warned us, told us, that in the 
last days, people are going to fall away from Biblical morality, and I'm seeing it 
with my own eyes.  I've lived long enough to see this, but again, I'm not going to 
lose any sleep tonight," said Pastor Dick Bernal.  The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, or Mormon Church, issued a statement from its headquarters 
in Salt Lake City: "While showing respect for those who think differently, the 
Church will continue to teach and promote marriage between a man and a 
woman as a central part of our doctrine and practice.”  The pastor at Paradise 
Baptist Church in Oakland said there is danger when people go against the will of 
God. Pastor Leon McDaniel believes government has overstepped its authority.  
"Marriage is Biblical.  It is actually God's idea.  God would have government 
simply record it, but not to regulate," said McDaniel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(LGBT Community Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - SUNDAY, 6/21(1:40) 
CONTROVERSIAL LGBT MURAL IN SF MISSION DISTRICT VANDALIZED- 
A mural at a gallery in the Mission District of San Francisco is drawing 
controversy.  For the second time in a week the digitally printed installation, 
which is made to look like a painting, has been defaced.  This was supposed to 
be a mural aimed at starting a conversation that many in the Latino community 
believe is long overdue, but so far the response has been upsetting.  "This is a 
deliberate attempt to erase a part of the community that people don't want to deal 
with," said Henry Pacheco, Galeria de la Raza spokesman.  The mural blends 
scenes from Chicano, or Mexican American culture, with the lesbian, gay and 
transgendered experience.  Two cholos are together, two women, or chola's and 
a single transexual with scars. Defacing the images is one thing.  The big 
concern is about threats made online against anyone wearing items connected to 
the display.  "We have youth who volunteer, we have community elders who 
volunteer and we don't want this to escalate to the level of people getting hurt," 
said Pacheco.  The most vocal critics have posted on the gallery's Instagram 
feed. @barrio2barrio wrote - in part: "I have been traveling and documenting in 
Northern California since 2000 and have never seen any of this."  ABC7 News 
has attempted to contact @barrio2barrio and not received a response.  The 
gallery already spent about $3,000 three to replace the whole mural, they're 
going to spend another $3,000 to get it printed all over again and ask a team of 
12 to 24 volunteers to reinstall it later this week.  Following that re-installation, a 
public forum is planned to talk about these issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(LGBT Community Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - WEDNESDAY, 6/6 (1:50) 
DRAG QUEEN GROUP WANTS FACEBOOK BANNED FROM PRIDE 
PARADES IN SF, NY- 

A group of drag queens in San Francisco are renewing an old fight against 
Facebook.  It's over the company's policy of identifying user profiles.  The 
protesters want the tech giant banned from the pride parades in both San 
Francisco and New York.  Back in September and now, a drag queen known as 
Lil Miss Hot Mess protested what she believes if a flawed Facebook policy on the 
use of pseudonyms.  "They are still restricting the names that people can use on 
their profiles and allowing other users to report users," she said.  "Transgender 
people, LGBT people are being reported as a way of harassing them." 
And she says hundreds have had their accounts deactivated by Facebook.  But 
the company says there are now expanded options to allow names that are used 
in real life.  In a statement, Facebook said, "Having people use their authentic 
names makes them more accountable, and also helps us root out accounts 
created for malicious purposes."  "What we've seen from Facebook is the rhetoric 
but not any follow through," said Supervisor David Campos.  Campos introduced 
a resolution last year calling on Facebook to make changes, which he believes 
would not only help the LGBT community but others who need privacy like 
victims of domestic violence.  Now he supports a petition organized by some 
drag queens to ban Facebook from the upcoming pride parades in both San 
Francisco and New York. CEO Mark Zuckeeberg took part in 2013.  "I think it 
sends a message that what you're doing has consequences," Campos said. And 
the supervisor is looking at what else can be done at city hall to put political 
pressure on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(LGBT Community Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 5PM - FRIDAY, 4/24 (3:00) 
BAY AREA TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY REACTSTO BRUCE JENNER 
INTERVIEW-  

Olympic athlete and reality star Bruce Jenner has revealed in an exclusive 
interview with Diane Sawyer that Jenner is going to live from now on as woman. 
In the special, Jenner said it would be the last interview as Bruce.  Members of 
the transgender community gathered at ABC7 News to watch the interview 
together and share their reactions.  The group gave positive feedback, for the 
most part.  Jenner says he is a woman, he did not give a new name and says he 
doesn't mind if people continue to use the pronoun "he.”  The panel who watched 
the interview said that's "her" trying to make other people comfortable, something 
they can relate to.  Theresa Sparks, San Francisco director of the Human Rights 
Commission, says listening to Jenner's story was like reliving her own life."  I 
transitioned in my mid 40s," Sparks said.  "Whether it's mid 40s or your mid 60s, 
the question about why now is why not?  The real question is, why didn't I have 
the nerve to do it 20 years earlier?”  Carmen Stewart who works with transgender 
youth says she's inspired by Jenner.  "More than anything I didn't want to tell 
people I'm transgender because if I could skip past this part in life and live, but 
that's not helping other people.  That's not looking up to the older people who did 
it before, like Bruce Jenner, who weren't able to come out," Stewart said. "So, it 
makes me proud to be out.”  Ina and AJ Turpen Fried are transgender, married 
and the parents of a two-year-old.  "Bruce Jenner presented a complex, human 
picture of one way to be transgender," said technology journalist Ina Turpen 
Fried. "I was glad they didn't present it as the only way to be transgender and I'm 
glad they addressed the fact Bruce Jenner has access to money and a lot of 
transgender people don't."  "For him, it's really about what's on the inside and not 
on the outside, as I think it is with most people," said AJ Turpen Fried, a stay at 
home parent.  "But most people in the media get fixated on what's on the 
outside."  Tiffany Woods, a transgender advocate, says people who haven't lived 
through something like this should not play arm chair quarterback.  "This isn't a 
football game," Woods said.  "This isn't the 49ers on Sunday or the Raiders. This 
is real life for her and this is real life for us. It plays out every day, not just for two 
hours.” Janet Halfin says she hopes people can now let "Bruce" go. "He's still the 
American hero. There's nothing nobody can say, or take away from," said Janet 
Halfin, a medical assistant. "Like she said, 'That was me then. This is me now.' 
And then you're going to see me in the future."  One other interesting topic from 
the group in response to the issue of how could Jenner be so masculine, such an 
athlete.  They said, easy. Sparks said many transwomen have masculine jobs, 
lifestyles and many are in the military. 
 
 



 

(LGBT Community Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - FRIDAY, 4/3, 2015 (1:50)  
SF POLICE CHIEF ASKS FOR FIRING OF 7 OFFICERS IN SCANDAL- 

San Francisco's police chief Greg Suhr announced the punishment he is now 
seeking for officers accused of sending and responding to racist and homophobic 
text messages.  As expected, Chief Suhr announced he will ask the San 
Francisco police commission to terminate seven officers for sending, or 
responding to homophobic text messages.  He will ask them to look at the 
actions of six others, as well.  One police officer has already resigned and the 
chief expects a second resignation by the end of the day.  "We cannot have this 
in San Francisco," Suhr said.  "We have to do all in our power to root it out and 
address it."  The text messages came to light only after federal prosecutors 
released them last month, as part of a bail hearing for former officer Ian 
Furminger, who was convicted in a federal corruption trial last December.  San 
Francisco reverend Amos Brown, NAACP Bay Area chapter president, attended 
today's press conference.  He said later that the texts reflect unfavorably upon 
the department.  "In terms of attitude, racism and unjust practices, San Francisco 
is Ferguson," Brown said. Martin Halloran, president of San Francisco's police 
union, had more moderate opinions.  "A very small percentage in our department 
that have accusations of misconduct against them does not reflect the entire 
SFPD," Halloran said.  "The trust in our police department is not lost one me that 
it has taken a major hit and we will do everything to rebuild that trust," Suhr said.  
People on the streets of the Castro District reacted to the scandal that's rocked 
the San Francisco Police Department.  "For them to say those things, shame on 
them," said San Francisco resident Aladdin Nabulsi.  "It's just part of reality I 
guess, maybe part of the law enforcement culture, not sure there's a solution," 
said man in the neighborhood.  Jennifer Grant with Our Family Coalition, a 
resource for LGBT families, said she believes the scandal is disappointing but 
that it doesn't reflect on the entire the police department, but it could be a turning 
point.  "The Silver lining to this is it's coming out," Grant said.  "They'll be more 
trainings, people are talking about this and all those conversations may result in 
progress, learning and moving forward."  The scandal could jeopardize court 
cases that relied on testimony from officers linked to the ugly texts.  A review is 
underway. 

 

 

 



(LGBT Community Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 11AM - FRIDAY, 6/26 (:52)  
EXCLUSIVE: UN SEC. BAN SPEAKS ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE RULING- 

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is in San Francisco to commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Charter.  He spoke 
exclusively with ABC7 News Anchor Cheryl Jennings before attending a series of 
events.  "I whole-hardheartedly welcome this historic decision.  This is a great 
step forward for human rights in the United States," he told Jennings.  The U.N. 
Charter was signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 at the Herbst Theatre 
inside the War Memorial Building.  The charter took effect in October of that year. 
The Secretary-General has a deep connection to the Bay Area.  He was an 
exchange student with the Red Cross, coming from war-torn Korea and stayed 
with a family in Novato. Seventy years ago, representatives from 50 war-weary 
countries gathered in San Francisco to create an international organization 
aimed at saving future generations from the "scourge of war:" the United Nations. 
"The secretary-general is very pleased to be able to go back to San Francisco to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the single cornerstone document of the United 
Nations: the United Nations charter," said Farhan Haq, Ban's deputy spokesman. 
"It was historic that leaders of the world were able to start in San Francisco to get 
the ball rolling for the creation of the U.N.”  The celebration won't be as festive as 
the one San Francisco hosted in 1995 for the 50th anniversary of the charter's 
signing.  That party lasted over three days, and drew then-President Bill Clinton 
and South Africa's Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  Maya Angelou recited a poem 
written for the occasion.  Chris Whatley, executive director of the United Nations 
Association of the USA, said San Francisco was selected for the two-month 
conference and eventual signing, partly, to remind nations that World War II was 
being fought on two fronts: In Europe and in the Pacific. Plus, the city with its 
shipyards perfectly embodied the century's booming industrial economy.  "It was 
emblematic of America's economic power and the U.S. host wanted to show 
what could be achieved in a nation at peace," Whatley said.  "It was more than a 
venue for the negotiations.  The city itself was a participant in the negotiations.” 
Former San Francisco Mayor Art Agnos goes further:  "It also was a city that 
coincided with the principles and the tradition of equal rights and self-
determination of all people, and that's what the United Nations was trying to 
achieve.”  The U.N., made up of nearly 200 member countries today, has the key 
goals of safeguarding peace, promoting human rights and delivering 
humanitarian aid. It has an annual budget of more than $1 billion and has more 
than 100,000 peacekeepers deployed in more than a dozen conflict zones, said 
Haq.  The mission in modern times has come to embrace climate change and 
sustainable development as issues.  On Friday, Ban is scheduled to give a 
speech at Stanford University. There will be remarks at San Francisco City Hall 
at noon, and in the evening, dignitaries will gather in at the Fairmont Hotel, where 
dicey security negotiations took place in the penthouse.   

 



(LGBT Community Cont.) 

This year, the Harvey Milk Foundation will honor Ban with a medal for the U.N.'s 
"Free and Equal" campaign, launched in 2013 to battle discrimination against 
gay, lesbian, transgender and bisexual people.  Milk, an openly gay San 
Francisco supervisor assassinated in 1978, was deeply affected by the 
imprisonment of Jewish people and other minority groups during the war, said his 
nephew Stuart Milk.  In the United States, more than 100,000 Japanese and 
Japanese-Americans were forced into relocation camps.  "My uncle's core 
message was visibility, and without visibility the LGBT community would get 
nowhere. That message is still so needed," he said, "particularly globally.”  The 
signing was a start. The representatives then went back to their countries to seek 
approval from home governments. On Oct. 24, 1945, the United Nations was 
born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE CONSUMERISM 

 
ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - THURSDAY, 6/11 (3:45) 
WARRIORS FAN TELLS 7 ON YOUR SIDE ABOUT FAKE TICKET SCAM- 

Obviously, Golden State Warriors tickets are a highly sought after item and 
counterfeiters are taking advantage of the fan fever by selling bargain-priced 
tickets that turn out to be fake.  One die-hard fan thought he was going to Game 
2 of the NBA Finals, but found out his tickets were no good.  This fan was so 
distraught and let down so huge, he broke into tears.  He knew he missed out on 
Game 2 and will never get his money back, but still, he insisted on telling his 
story to 7 On Your Side just to save others from the same heartache.  Henry Yu's 
living room resembles the Warriors front office and it's not just for the Finals, it's 
permanent.  He has been a die-hard Warriors fan since he was 12 years old.  He 
even has stuck with them through their worst seasons.  So when the team made 
it all the way to the Finals this year, Yu said he had to be there.  However, the 
tickets were so expensive.  "I just took a chance on Craigslist," Yu said. "It was 
my first time using Craigslist.” On the site, he found a pretty good deal -- a seller 
with two tickets that he was selling for just $1,300. "I met with the guy. I paid 
cash for the tickets," Yu said.  He met the seller at a Macy's store.  Yu gave the 
man a wad of cash for the two tickets.  The next day, he raced to the big game at 
Oracle. "I was so excited, there was a lot of buzz in the air and I was so excited 
taking pictures around the stadium, with the trophy," Yu said. "I handed my ticket 
to the usher, he scanned it, and he said it wasn't scanning.” Yu rushed to the box 
office and they told him they were counterfeit tickets.  He was shocked because 
the tickets looked so real.  They had a Ticketmaster label and the correct price. 
The Warriors confiscated the fakes leaving Yu out in the cold.  "For me to be 
stuck outside, it was definitely very tough to swallow," he said.  He drove to a 
friend's house, watched the game on TV and what's worse is the Warriors lost. 
He said it was a really tough day for him.  Soon after it happened, Yu talked with 
7 On Your Side by Skype from his Central Valley home.  He was overcome with 
emotion as he recounted the crushing letdown.  "He took away not only my 
money, but also an opportunity of a lifetime for me as a Warriors fan to go to the 
NBA Finals," he said.  Yu later met with 7 On Your Side in person saying he just 
wanted to warn others so others don't get scammed like he did.  He hopes other 
fans don't experience the same kind of pain and suffering that he went through. 
Yu said his judgment was clouded because he wanted the tickets so badly.  The 
seller insisted on getting cash which is a big red flag.  So if you're looking for 
tickets for Game 5 or 6 of the NBA Finals, don't buy from strangers.  Instead, 
purchase them from a legitimate site like Ticketmaster or Warriors.com.  Those 
companies will guarantee seats or reimburse you if a counterfeit ticket slips 
through. 

 



 

(Consumerism Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - TUESDAY 6/23 (3:05) 
VALLEJO MAN LOSES $10,000 IN 'PIGEON DROP’ SCAM- 

A bogus offer many people have received in their email played out in real life for 
a Vallejo man and the victim was left wondering how he fell for such an obvious 
scam. Manny Rolando, 74, recalls walking to his car at a Vallejo strip mall.  A 
man named Copey, who claimed to be from Sierra Leone, approached Rolando 
and asked for a ride to church.  Copey claimed he wanted to make a donation to 
the church and Rolando, who asked us not to show his face or use his real 
named, agreed.  "I thought I was being a Good Samaritan," Rolando said. 
On the way to the church, Copey showed Rolando a bag full of money and 
explained he had received a large inheritance and needed help distributing it to 
charities.  Outside the church, they encountered a man named James. Copey 
made the same offer to both of them.  He would give them $90,000 each. They 
could each distribute $70,000 to charity and keep the remaining $20,000. 
"He was saying he cannot bring back the money that he had with him because it 
would be confiscated or he will be killed by the military in Sierra Leone," Rolando 
recalled.  Both James and Rolando were asked to get a large sum of money to 
prove they trusted Copey.  James returned with $40,000 and gave it to Copey. 
"He asked the man to stay out. We will bring the money around. If you trust us, 
you can leave your money with us," Rolando said.  Copey and Rolando walked 
around the block with the money before returning it to James. Manny agreed to 
do the same thing.  He drove to the bank and brought back an ATM receipt 
showing he had $23,000 but Copey insisted on cash.  Rolando returned to the 
bank to make a cash withdrawal.  He gave $10,000 to Copey and agreed to walk 
around the block while Copey and James waited.  When he returned, both the 
money and the two men were gone.  "I was angry at myself because I believed 
him. I was angry at them," Rolando said. "My knees were shaking when I was 
trying to look for them."  This is the classic con known as the "pigeon drop.” 
Vallejo police say they've seen this before and the elderly are frequently the 
targets.  "The suspect offers a larger sum of money to the victim in exchange for 
a smaller sum of money," Vallejo Police Department's Lt. Kenny Park said. 
Police suspect Copey and James were working together to scam Rolando, and 
he realizes he'll likely never see that money again.  "It was not supposed to be 
happening to me.  I'm supposed to be an intelligent person, an educated person,' 
Rolando said.  Police hopes that there might be a surveillance video.  The 
suspects have, so far, not been found.  

 

 

 



 

(Consumerism Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - THURSDAY 6/18 (2:35) 
7 ON YOUR SIDE: FITBIT DEBUTS ON NYSE DESPITE RECALL- 

San Francisco-based Fitbit was the darling of Wall Street Friday. Investors 
snapped up shares of the company that makes the popular activity trackers, 
despite Fitbit having to issue a big recall.  7 On Your Side has been reporting on 
the pioneering wearable technology for over a year because of so many 
consumer complaints. Thousands of users say they've suffered burning skin 
irritations from wearing Fitbits.  Still, Wall Street swept that issue aside and 
pumped millions of dollars into the company betting Fitbit will thrive.  Fitbit took 
great strides of its own this week in a stunning Wall Street debut. Fitbit shares 
are under the ticker name "Fit" and they began selling at $30 per share, well 
above the $20 initial price.  The company provided video showing CEO James 
Park ringing the opening bell, and investors buying up millions of shares on the 
New York Stock Exchange.  Analysts said it could be one of the top 10 initial 
public offerings of the year. The company's value is put at more than $6 billion. 
This comes in spite of some troubles.  As 7 On Your Side first reported last year, 
the company had to recall its most popular tracker the Fitbit Force when about 
10,000 users broke out in severe rashes.  "This big red, angry, itchy spot on my 
wrist, which at the time I thought was a spider bite," said Fitbit customer Diane 
Barlow.  Fitbit released three new trackers saying it had eliminated the cause of 
irritation. However, months later, hundreds more users reported severe rashes 
with the new products.  "Fitbit promised it would be a rash-free company and 
that's not what we're really seeing here," Yahoo tech columnist Alyssa Bereznak 
said.  Those skin irritations didn't seem to bother Wall Street. Fitbit video showed 
the celebration on Wall Street Friday and a Fitbit-sponsored workout in front of 
the stock exchange.  Fitbit claims a 68 percent share of the tracker market -- 
though it faces competition from the likes of Apple Watch and Jawbone -- and 
now a lawsuit by Jawbone saying Fitbit stole its technology and employees. 
But for those who love their Fitbits, the loyalty is undying.  "I love it.  The fact that 
you're seeing a counter or a reminder, is a bit of that kick in the pants to get up 
and do some exercise," Fitbit user Shane Rogers said.  Analysts say investors 
have confidence Fitbit will thrive despite troubles. It is one of the few tech 
companies that started on Wall Street with a profit already on the books and 
climbing sales. Still, others say the trackers are a fad; so we'll see how far they 
go.  

 
 

 

 



 

(Consumerism Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - WEDNESDAY, 5/27 (2:25) 
7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS CUSTOMER STRUGGLING TO RETURN 
CELLPHONE- 

What are your rights when trying to return a mobile device to your carrier?  That's 
what 7 On Your Side looked into.  Sometimes you buy a phone from a carrier 
and it just isn't a good fit.  So what do you do and what can you legally expect? 
Danville resident Bob Mahoney is now connected through Sprint.  He had 
switched over to Verizon, but the phone didn't work too well on a trip to New 
York. He said, "Had a real problem with dropped calls, I think it was eight 
dropped calls in one communication with a customer and I said, 'I can't have 
this.'"  He returned his phones -- he had two -- 13 days after the purchase. 
Verizon has a 14-day return policy, so he thought he would get his money back, 
but instead he got a big bill.  "So they ended up charging me for the full value of 
the phones, plus sales tax, plus two months of service for about $1,570," 
Mahoney said.  He tried for quite a while to get his money back, but eventually 
turned to 7 On Your Side and we contacted Verizon.  Immediately, he heard from 
the company, they accepted the returns and he received a big apology. 
Verizon told 7 On Your Side, "We strive to provide the best possible experience 
for each of our customers. In this case, we failed to deliver on that promise.  We 
sincerely regret this error and have corrected Mr. Mahoney's account." 
Mahoney and Verizon are not the only ones wrestling with this.  7 On Your Side 
spoke with Mindy Spatt with The Utility Reform Network, a consumer group 
based in San Francisco.  "We do sometimes hear from consumers who are 
having problems with early termination fees.  I can tell you that over the years 
this is by far one of the most popular articles on our website, which tells us 
consumers are going online to figure out 'What are my rights?' and it is not easy 
to find out," Spatt said.  For a short time we had regulations about this in 
California, but that was back in 2005.  The California Public Utilities Commission 
did away with them.  So now you must read your contract and all of that small 
print very carefully. Most companies have a 14-day return policy; T-Mobile allows 
30 days.  Some of the companies charge small return fees, or usage and 
restocking fees.  So, check those as well before you get your phone.  A lot of 
times a phone can work great at the store, but not so well at your home.  
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ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - TUESDAY, 5/26 (2:45) 
7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS FAMILY FORCED TO BUY FLOOD INSURANCE- 

A family that has lived in their Santa Clara County home for 28 years was told for 
the first time last year they live in a hazardous flood zone.  The new designation 
meant they would have to purchase expensive flood insurance, until they called 7 
On Your Side. Changes in flood zone designations can be costly for 
homeowners.  If you receive such a designation, it could be worth your time to 
review it closely.   A dry creek bed sits 15 feet from the home of Luanne 
Giacalone in San Martin, south of San Jose.  It's the reason her home is 
designated to be in a high hazardous flood zone and it's the reason her lender -- 
Bank of America -- required her to purchase flood insurance.  Giacalone says 
even after heavy rains, the water has never been that high.  "It's never been 
more than 18 inches.  I would say anywhere from 14-16 inches," Giacalone said. 
Luanne lived in this home for 28 years before Bank of America decided to 
impose a flood insurance requirement.  The folks at the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency say that's not uncommon.  Sometimes a new requirement 
for flood insurance can be triggered by a change in the flood insurance maps.  In 
this case, FEMA says there's been no change in the flood maps since the early 
1980s.  It's likely an audit prompted the change since insurance is required for 
any home in a hazardous flood zone.  It's all to protect against the 100 year flood 
which has a one percent or greater chance of occurring each and every year.  
"You can also consider that over a 30 year mortgage.  It's a flood that has a 26 
percent chance of occurring during those 30 years," FEMA engineer Eric 
Simmons said.  Giacalone still wasn't convinced she needed the flood insurance. 
So she hired an engineer who did a site survey and confirmed the home was 
elevated high enough that it was not in flood danger.  Luanne submitted the new 
information and FEMA agreed with the engineer.  However, FEMA has no 
regulatory power and the ultimate decision was still with Bank of America. Bank 
of America says it didn't receive the new information until this January.  
Giacalone says she submitted it to the bank six months earlier, and resubmitted it 
over and over and got nowhere.  That‘s when she called 7 On Your Side.  We 
contacted Bank of America and it sent Giacalone a refund for $3,100 worth of 
insurance.  She must still insure a shack, which was not included in her site 
survey. She's agreed and is ready to move on, although the bank offered to pay 
for a second survey. "What you do to protect consumers, it's remarkable," 
Giacalone said.  The first site survey cost Luanne $750, but she's gotten $3,100 
in return, so it was worth it. 

 



 

(Consumerism Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - MONDAY, 5/25 (2:30) 
7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS FAMILY GET REFUND FROM SENIOR CENTER- 

Homes for the elderly are very expensive and families often must come up with 
big up-front fees.  If you pay first and then don't use the service, customers 
should get a refund. In fact, by contract a Fremont family was entitled to money 
back, but trying to get it was another matter.  Russell Allegre of Fremont was 
once an avid fisherman and devoted dad until he became ill. "He was diagnosed 
with early onset dementia," said his daughter Tricia Allegre. Tricia Allegre said it 
got worse, so the family moved him into a special home, Pacifica Senior Living in 
Union City. However, things didn't go well.  "There were people there who were 
all different levels of dementia," said Elinor Allegre, Russell Allegre's wife.  "We 
decided it wasn't the best fit for him.  They weren't able to manage him," Tricia 
Allegre said.  The family moved him out after just nine days.  It meant they were 
entitled to a partial refund of about $2,600. "They told us we would get the money 
back, but it would take up to eight weeks," said Tricia Marshall, Russell Allegre's 
daughter.  Eight weeks later, still no refund.  Tricia Allegre called to find out why. 
"I kind of got the runaround, 'Oh we'll call you back,'" Trisha Allegre said. "I even 
went down there a couple of times."  "In the meantime, he passed away," Elinor 
Allegre said.  As the family mourned, they were still fighting for that refund.  "It 
was very unnecessarily difficult, especially when I'm trying to grieve the loss of 
my father," Trisha Allegre said.  She decided to reach out to 7 On Your Side, and 
we contacted Pacifica Senior Living.  Immediately, the company contacted the 
family "Oh, we're so sorry.  Thanks for bringing this to our attention.”  The 
company told 7 On Your Side, "We sincerely apologize for any delay on our part 
in resolving this issue.  The family has received the full refund.  Both parties are 
satisfied.  The matter has been resolved.” And the long awaited check finally 
arrived.  Pacifica Senior Living said staff changes at the facility may account for 
the delay and it always intended to forward that refund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - THURSDAY, 5/7 (4:55)  
I-TEAM EXPOSES 'DR. D' AS STATE INVESTIGATES SOBER HOUSE- 

A Sonoma County man who calls himself "Dr. D" is under investigation by a state 
health care agency, accused of taking money from people who came to him for 
help.  This is not the first time he has been in trouble and not the first time he has 
been on ABC7 News.  Dr. D runs a series of sober houses around the Bay Area. 
Several of his clients tell the I-Team he promised services he never provided and 
betrayed their trust when they needed help the most.  A 62-year-old Sonoma 
County woman, who did not want us to use her name, is living in her car, 
homeless for the first time in her life.  After she got a divorce, she felt isolated, 
began having financial problems and started to drink.  "I was perfectly aware that 
I was starting to have unhealthy patterns with alcohol," said the woman. 
She answered a Craigslist ad for Dr. D -- Richard Diffenderfer -- who runs sober 
houses in Rohnert Park and Modesto. His brochures ask, "Is your life f--ed up? 
Life in the toilet?  Dr. D can help you go from bitter to better... from jail to a job." 
She told the I-Team, "He seemed like a very happy person.  He seemed very 
relaxed.  He said, 'Yes, well, what's not to be happy about?'"  All she wanted was 
a stable place to live, a supportive environment where she would be encouraged 
not to drink.  She paid her first month's rent of $1,000 and moved into a house on 
Alden Avenue in Rohnert Park with 12 other people.  Then came the bombshell. 
Woman: "I found out less than a week later that an eviction notice had been 
posted before I ever moved in." 
Noyes: "Oh, he knew?" 
Woman: "Yeah." 
Noyes: "He took your money knowing that an eviction was under way?" 
Woman: "Yes." 
 
Diffenderfer agreed to sit down and answer the I-Team's questions. 
Diffenderfer: "I say that's not true." 
Noyes: "That was the last money she had, and as a result, for the first time in her 
life she is on the streets because of you." 
Diffenderfer: "That's not true." 
Noyes: "How do you feel about that?" 
Diffenderfer: "That's not true." 
 
However, that is the same story we heard again and again from Dr. D's former 
clients, who got evicted a month ago.  Former client Robert Michael said, "He's 
capitalizing on persons in crisis, people who can't fend for themselves."  Former 
client Ruben Garcia told the I-Team, "Once he got my money, it was like I didn't 
exist. He has no soul, he has no morals, nothing. This is all about money." 
Diana Schwenn owns the house on Alden Avenue. It represents her life savings. 

  



(Special News Cont.) 

She tells the I-Team when Diffenderfer stopped paying rent and the bill climbed 
past $40,000, she had no choice but to evict the tenants.  Schwenn said, "I went 
to rehab a long time ago, and to have this happen to them when they are trying 
to maintain a clean and sober life? It's horrible." 
Noyes: "Why did you stop paying?" 
Diffenderfer: "We stopped paying because they claimed we owed them the 
$30,000, I said we didn't.  We fell behind on the rent to her. We were behind on 
an amount that she could not determine."  In a court settlement, Diffenderfer 
agreed to vacate the house and give Schwenn $12,000.  He's already behind on 
those payments and still runs other sober houses in Rohnert Park and in 
Modesto.  Now, the I-Team has learned the state Department of Health Care 
Services is investigating. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 6PM - FRIDAY, 6/19 (2:05)  
CHARGES DROPPED AGAINST DOCTOR IN ROAD RAGE SHOOTING- 

A Marin County judge dropped all charges against a 72-year-old doctor in a road 
rage shooting.  The judge blasted Marin County prosecutor Ed Berberian for 
failing to show the grand jury evidence that would have helped Dr. James 
Simon's case.  Simon walked out of Marin County Superior Court, not quite 
comprehending that his 11-month ordeal is over. He told I-Team Reporter Dan 
Noyes, "It hasn't hit me yet. I'm obviously overjoyed and relieved, but it just hasn't 
hit me yet."  He and his wife were riding in their red Smart Car on Paradise Drive 
when they cut off retired mortgage broker Bill Osenton in his silver Mercedes. 
Osenton followed the couple to their house, and into their garage. Simon got his 
gun, fired a warning shot, and then hit Osenton twice in the stomach. He 
survived.  Dr. Simon called 911: "Hi, this is Dr. Simon. I had a man follow me into 
my garage, and I had to shoot him, and I'm sorry."  At a preliminary hearing, a 
judge ruled it was self-defense and dismissed the case.  But, District Attorney Ed 
Berberian took it to the grand jury which handed down an indictment.  Friday, a 
second judge blasted Berberian for failing to show the grand jury evidence that 
would have been favorable to Simon, including dozens of support letters. 
"And I'm sure that over the years he's a decent man," Berberian told Noyes. 
"He's not being tried because of his quote 'character'. He's being tried because 
unfortunately decisions he made at that time were not reasonable ones."  
Berberian told Noyes he accepts this ruling and will not appeal the case.  Noyes 
asked Simon, "What do you want to do now in the future?" He answered, "I want 
to do good. I want to leave this as a small footnote in my life and leave things 
better than the way I found it, as a physician and an inventor."  Simon invented a 
surgical device with his son.  Noyes left messages for the man Simon shot and 
his lawyer, but haven't heard back.  There is no word on a possible lawsuit, but 
clearly the chances of it working are less, now that two judges have decided this 
was a self-defense shooting. 



(Special News Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - THURSDAY, 4/23 (4:30) 
I-TEAM INVESTIGATES WATER WASTE DURING THE DROUGHT- 

Right in the middle of this drought emergency, officials at San Francisco 
Department of Recreation and Parks are facing a serious accusation that they've 
allowed a massive water leak at a golf course to continue for years. 
The former supervisor at Sharp Park Golf Course complained about water leaks 
and other safety problems for years, and now he has filed a lawsuit accusing the 
city of retaliating against him because of it.  Wayne Kappelman lives for golf as a 
past-time and a profession.  Two years ago, a golf industry magazine chose him 
as its "Person of the Year."  They described the superintendent as "a sharp mind 
at Sharp Park" for addressing concerns over the endangered San Francisco 
garter snakes and red-legged frogs at the course, where golfers play 50,000 
rounds each year.  Kappelman lost his job at Sharp Park, his lawyer, Greg Brock, 
explained to the I-Team. "As he rocks the boat, the city begins to come down on 
him," Brock said.  His attorney said Kappelman can't speak to the media because 
his contract with the city forbids it. In his lawsuit, Kappelman claims the city 
retaliated against him for repeatedly complaining to supervisors about the 
following: "A leak on seventh tee ... gushing from a pipe even though the valve 
was turned off."  "Water leaks on fairway numbers 4 and 13 ... usually made 
holes that were tripping hazards."  "The leak of 50,000 gallons of water per day 
that had existed since the winter of 2011."  Attorney Greg Brock told Dan Noyes, 
"He first made a report about the water leaks in 2011, shortly after he took over 
as the superintendent."  Noyes: "And they continued how long?"  Brock: "As far 
as i know, they still haven't been fixed."  Doug Parker from the California Institute 
for Water Resources tells the I-Team, "It certainly sort of shows a lack of caring 
about the drought."  Parker adds the amount of water lost at Shark Park wouldn't 
make much of a difference in the state-wide drought, but that everyone needs to 
do their part. "50,000 gallons of water per day is equal to 600, the consumption of 
water between 600 to 1000 people, so per capita use, or maybe about two 
swimming pools," Park said.  The Recreation and Park Department declined to 
be interviewed and directed us to the City Attorney's office, which said only there 
is no merit to Kappelman's lawsuit. Noyes tracked down Rec and Park general 
manager Phil Ginsburg before a hearing at City Hall last week and asked about 
the leaks at Sharp Park.  Noyes: "How do you respond to this not being fixed for 
four years?"  Ginsburg: "Well, that's probably not exactly accurate.  There are a 
series of leaks in the system and we manage them as best we can."  The 
irrigation system at Sharp Park is more than 80 years old. Ginsburg said he has 
plans to replace it, but that the project is complicated because of the protected 
species, the snakes and frogs.  "And we are working through a number of habitat 
restoration and maintenance issues, and we kind of have to sequence the work 
at sharp to replace the irrigation system there," Ginsburg said.   

 



(Special News Cont.) 

Ana Alvarez, the Superintendent of Parks and Open Space, disputes the 50,000 
gallon leak figure and said the workers now respond to leaks quickly.  "It's an 
irrigation system that we continue to work on, and it's a part of not only 
renovating a couple of pieces, but also to be able to problem solve in those 
specific locations where there's a need for an immediate response," Alvarez said. 
Beyond the golf course, Ginsburg said, the Rec and Park system as a whole has 
reduced water consumption by more than 20 percent during the past year and a 
half because of the drought.  Also in his lawsuit, Wayne Kappelman says, despite 
his warnings, Rec and Park failed to address:  Seven hundred thirty-nine dead 
trees that could come down at any time"  "Old and unsafe equipment and 
vehicles" "Containers that posed tripping hazards."  The City Attorney responds 
that much of it was Kappelman's duty to address that, and that he got suspended 
from the golf course for "insubordinate behavior, inattention to duty, poor 
judgment, and behavior unbecoming of a supervisor."  But for all of us facing 
mandatory restrictions, the story is the water.  Attorney Greg Brock says, "I don't 
think the city contests the fact that there were leaks at Sharp Park Golf Course. 
They just think it's Wayne's fault."  "And he actually is no longer there, he's in a 
different area.  And the team that's there now is actually managing water very 
effectively," said Ginsburg.  All sides in this say it's impossible to add up exactly 
how much water was lost during the past few years.  Kappelman is now assigned 
to another park that doesn't have a golf course. 
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ABC 7 NEWS 11PM - TUESDAY, 5/19 (5:00)  
I-TEAM UNCOVERS WHERE STOLEN BIKES IN SAN FRANCISCO GO- 

I-Team's Dan Noyes went undercover in one of the city's most notorious chop 
shops to investigate.  One bike is stolen every three hours in San Francisco and 
most of them are never recovered because they're being taken apart quickly in 
chop shops Surveillance video captured a bike thief casing a very expensive bike 
in the Mission District.  When no one is looking, he cuts the lock and takes off 
with the bike.  "I kept checking and I kept checking and I checked again, then 
within 10 or 15 minutes of being there, it was gone," Eric Stahl said.  "I probably 
had $2,500 into that bike."  Stahl's bike is one of the thousands stolen every year 
in San Francisco.  Roger Dawson has a good idea where they go.  He pointed 
out the scene of the crime to Noyes.  Roger was sitting in his car on busy 
Valencia Street when a thief stole a bike right next to him.  "He just put the cut 
lock and his wire cutters and the helmet in one hand, jumped on the bike and 
rode away."  Minutes later, Roger saw the guy again.  "And I followed him and he 
ended up at one of those chop shops."  Under the freeway, there are dozens of 
chop shops and homeless encampments where bikes and parts are piled up.  
"They happen all over the city unfortunately," San Francisco Ofc. Matthew 
Friedman said.  Friedman is the city's top cop on bike thefts. He says police 
frequently sweep these camps, but they just pop back up. "People from all over 
the city come to these chop shops and they exchange stolen bikes usually for 
drugs or money or money to buy drugs," he said.  To find out what happens in 
these chop shops, the I-Team went undercover and watched for weeks a 
notorious chop shop under Highway 101.  In broad daylight, there is a constant 
stream of people coming and going with bikes.  Hidden under a tarps, there were 
dozens of bikes.  "I would say eight out of 10 bikes are probably stolen," 
Friedman said.  The I-Team watched as people took bikes apart and mixed the 
pieces to build new bikes.  The bikes were painted, so they couldn't be easily 
identified by the owners.  "There's new handlebars, there's stickers on the frame, 
the frames are painted over, serial numbers are sometimes scratched off, there's 
a different wheel set on there now," Friedman said.  These encampments also 
attract other types of crime.  During the investigation, the I-Team watched people 
rifle through bags, fumble with piles of cellphones and witnessed people buying, 
selling and doing drugs right out in the open.  To see how easy it is to get a bike 
from one of these camps, the I-Team took hidden cameras to the scene to buy a 
bike at a good deal. Within minutes the I-Team got an offer.  One of the men at 
the chop shop told us we could take the bike for a ride. After we returned, the 
man tried to close the deal by asking how much we felt like paying. We offered 
the man $60 and walked away with a bike worth nearly $500.  Police say the bike 
was likely stolen. The I-Team tried to track down the owner, but like many stolen 
bikes, this one had not been reported to police.  The city estimates more than 
$4.6 million worth of bikes are stolen each year. Friedman posts a list of some of 
the most notorious bike thieves on the Park Station website.   



(Special News Cont.) 

Among them, Evangelia Pulouoleola, who runs one of the city's most popular 
bike chop shops.  The I-Team watched him work on bikes and saw people shop 
his curbside store, paying cash for parts.  "He's been arrested for a number of 
different things, including possession of stolen property, burglary, domestic 
violence, assault... the list goes on and on," Friedman said.  Police arrested him 
again last month, charging him with possession of stolen goods and conspiracy 
to commit a crime.  Pulouoleola agreed to speak with us inside the county jail 
and admitted running a chop shop. "We're hustling to survive out there because 
obviously we're homeless and we try to make it on the streets."  Pulouoleola told 
the I-Team he turns 15 bikes a day and will sell a $200 wheel for $40. He knows 
most of the bikes he buys and sells are stolen.  "I get that a lot. 'You know, that's 
my bike' and they either take it or police will come and arrest me," Pulouoleola 
said.  "You know unfortunately, he's going to continue to do it, until there is 
something better that comes along for him I guess," Friedman said.  Pulouoleola 
offers some advice to anyone who's had their bike stolen.  "If it's from me, come 
get it back. And I'll give it back. Next time, just get a stronger U-lock or something 
for your bike or a stronger chain, so no one steals your bikes," Pulouoleola said.  
That's little comfort for Stahl whose bike still hasn't turned up and probably won't. 
"I suspect my bike was taken apart very quickly," he said.  If it was at the chop 
shop under Highway 101, it's not there any longer. After the I-Team called police 
to tell them what was discovered, the city put up a fence and cleared the chop 
shop. It didn't go far though; it only moved across the street.  This is the bike the 
I-Team bought.  If you think it's yours let us know by emailing us here.  If no one 
claims it in a month, police suggest we should turn it over to a charity and we will. 
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Friday, April 3, 2015 - 6PM (3:20) 
I-TEAM CONFRONTS TOWING OPERATOR SUSPECTED OF BRIBING COP- 

In a story you'll see only on ABC7News.com, the I-Team has new information on 
a corruption case at the San Francisco Police Department. The I-Team 
confronted a towing company owner under criminal investigation for allegedly 
bribing a cop. Nelson Lopez has a handle on the towing business in the Bayview-
Hunters Point area of San Francisco, especially any tows ordered by one 
particular police officer.  Records obtained by the I-Team under the Sunshine 
Ordinance show Nelson Towing Service or "NTS" performed one-third of 2,102 
tows in the Bayview last year. But when Officer Ricci Rodriguez handled the call, 
Nelson Towing somehow got the business 84 percent of the time. I caught up 
with Nelson Lopez at his office this week. 
Noyes: "Are you Nelson?"  
Lopez: "Yeah." 
Noyes: "Nelson, hey, I'm Dan Noyes. I need to talk to you about this." 
Lopez: "Nope, get out. Out." 
Noyes: "How is it that you got so many of the tows from Ricci?" 
Lopez: "Out." 
The San Francisco Police Department confirms they've launched a criminal 
investigation into whether Lopez gave kickbacks to Rodriguez. 
Noyes: "Have you ever paid him any money?  Have you paid any money to 
Ricci?" 
Lopez: "You're on private property."  
Noyes: "I'm leaving. Good, Tracy, go on out. I'm doing a story though and I want 
to make sure that I'm giving you a fair chance. Have you ever paid him bribes?" 
Lopez didn't answer.  Sources familiar with the case also say Rodriguez and 
Nelson were often spotted dining together at Double Play Bar & Grill, a popular 
spot for officers, and that the towing company owner always picked up the tab. 
Rodriguez retired from the San Francisco Police Department in February after 32 
years. He most recently served on the captain's staff at Bayview station, and he 
left as the criminal investigation against him began. San Francisco Police Chief 
Greg Suhr did not comment directly on Rodriguez' guilt or innocence at last 
month's police commission meeting. 
Noyes: "As chief, how seriously do you take an issue like that?" 
Suhr: "Well, I mean obviously anything that affects character, you know, I don't 
think anybody has missed my comments that there's no place in the San 
Francisco Police Department and should be in any department for a dishonest 
cop."  AutoReturn is the towing management company that holds a contract with 
San Francisco.  When an officer needs a tow, AutoReturn dispatches trucks from 
several different companies.  The one that happens to be closest normally gets 
the job.  But sources at AutoReturn tell me that when Rodriguez called for a tow, 
he usually said Nelson Towing was already on the scene.  
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Rodriguez wouldn't talk to me when I saw him three weeks ago at his house on 
the peninsula and did not return my phone calls for comment on this new 
information.  Former federal prosecutor and ABC7 Legal Analyst Gil Soffer said 
Rodriguez could face prison time if convicted.  "If the allegations are true, then 
this is a police officer who was taking a form of bribe, a kickback in exchange for 
performing an action under color of being a police officer.  That's bribery, that's a 
state offense, it's a federal offense," Soffer said.  Rodriguez is also under 
investigation for taking an undercover car from the Bayview station in 2011 and 
keeping it all this time as his personal vehicle. Investigators spotted it on Google 
Maps, parked outside the officer's home.  This story began with a tip from inside 
the San Francisco Police Department. If you have something I should look into, 
call me at 1-888-40-ITEAM or email me through the I-Team page at 
abc7news.com. 

 

MONDAY, 6/1, 6PM (5:00)  
PHONY LIEUTENANT COMMANDER HONORED AT USS HORNET MUSEUM- 

A Santa Clara County man has been able to convince many people -- including 
veterans groups, reporters, and even the Library of Congress -- that he is the 
second most decorated soldier from World War II. He was even honored by the 
USS Hornet Museum in Alameda this past weekend.  But ABC7 News I-Team 
reporter Dan Noyes was there to reveal the truth and to speak with veterans who 
care deeply about the issue of stolen valor.  There's a network of people across 
the country who work to expose the phonies, and this story started with a tip to 
the P-O-W Network.  It went to Guardian of Valor and retired Navy SEAL Don 
Shipley, who then contacted Noyes.  For its "Living Ship Day", the USS Hornet 
Museum honored 89-year-old Morgan Hill resident William Goehner as a 
member of the Underwater Demolition Team, or UDT, in WWII. It's the unit that 
predated the Navy SEALs.  "My UDT team, we destroyed 80 percent of the 
German submarine fleet in the Baltic Sea, lost 19 out of 30 men," said Goehner. 
"I cried."  Goehner told the audience that his suicide missions earned him the 
Navy Cross, three Silver Stars, and four Purple Hearts.  "The worst one was in 
the North China Sea," he said. "Got stuck down below in the ship and it burned 
up and I woke up four hours later on a hospital ship."  He added that he was the 
youngest lieutenant commander ever to serve in the Navy, "I went through the 
Navy there and ended up to be a lieutenant commander at 19," he said. 
"Hollywood heard about it and made a movie about me, Richard Widmark played 
me."  Goehner claimed he was a consultant on the movie The Frogmen, and that 
he became so famous that even a renowned general sought him out.  "I met 
George Patton in Sicily," Goehner said.  "He heard about me and wanted to meet 
me, so I actually talked to George Patton.  He impressed the crowd so much, he 
signed autographs after."   
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"It's certainly an honor and a privilege to be in the presence of someone who had 
such a distinguished career," Navy veteran Glenn Powell said at the event.  
Another attendee, veteran Navy pilot Mike Arrowsmith, commented, "That's a lot 
of medals and that's a lot of valor."  The problem is that none of it is true.  The I-
Team started digging and obtained Goehner's records under the Freedom of 
Information Act.  He did serve in the Navy during WWII, but left as a seaman first 
class, not a lieutenant commander.  He was never in the UDT, and he never 
received the Navy Cross, Silver Stars, and Purple Hearts. 
Noyes: "Are you sure about those medals?" 
Goehner: "Oh, yes." 
Noyes: "You're sure about four Purple Hearts?" 
Goehner: "Oh, yes." 
When Noyes gave Mr. Goehner a copy of his actual records from the Navy, he 
showed a certificate supposedly from the Library of Congress detailing his 
accomplishments, but then admitted a schoolteacher friend had made it on a 
computer.  Still, Goehner persisted with his tall tales. 
Noyes: "Are you still going to tell the story, sir?" 
Goehner: "That's what I did, that's what's on here." 
Noyes: "I appreciate your time. Good luck." 
The news that they just sat through an hour of lies hit the veterans hard. 
Noyes: "You're emotional about it." 
Arrowsmith: "Yeah, sorry. I mean, I'm not sad about him. It's the guys I knew who 
didn't come back." 
Noyes: "The ones who didn't come back." 
Arrowsmith: "Yeah." 
Beyond uncovering yet another case of stolen valor, it's important to consider the 
big picture. How do these lies get so far? How did it come to this? The first 
documentation of Goehner's lies comes from April 18, 2004 in his interview for 
the Veterans History Project. The federal government has spent millions of 
dollars collecting oral histories and cataloging them at the Library of Congress. 
They include Goehner, telling his phony stories. 
In his interview, Goehner said, "I got a bullet here and it came out between two 
ribs." The recording and its Library of Congress listing convinced a reporter for 
the Gilroy Dispatch and Morgan Hill Times to write a glowing feature in 2013 on 
Goehner called, "The Original Navy SEAL." 
"I tracked him down in Morgan Hill after reading a newspaper article written about 
him in Morgan Hill," said United States Air Force veteran Brian Shiroyama. 
Shiroyama was so impressed after meeting Goehner that he brought him to the 
USS Hornet Museum's Director of Education Heidi Schave, who didn't think to 
check Goehner's records.  "I apologize, I'm just shocked as anyone else," she 
said.  "That's not our policy here at all to promote any fraud at all, this is the first 
of my knowledge.   
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With his appearance at the USS Hornet, Goehner fooled yet another reporter 
who wrote an article that appeared on the Oakland Tribune and Contra Costa 
Times websites this weekend. The publications have since removed it.  "It's 
important to have it correct, it is not important to fabricate it, because all that 
does is taint the veterans that have given the greatest gift they have, which is 
their life," said Navy pilot veteran Tom Constable.  Goehner's own son told the I-
Team that he heard the same war stories all his life and it's a shock.  He's trying 
to figure out what this means for the family.  


