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WECR NEWS
Reports filed in news segments are aired weekdays at 5:55am, 6:55 and 7:55 am.
Special reports are aired in emergencies at other times.
Q3 news stories included: 

7/7
Three people were injured and one was killed after being struck by a vehicle at the 
intersection of Highway 105 and 221 in Linville Thursday, prior to the beginning of "The 
Bear" road race that kicks off the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games. A runner, later 
identified as 72-year-old Julie Holderness, of Winston-Salem, was confirmed. three 
others were seriously hurt in the accident, and their names have not been released. The 
race from Linville to the Mile High Swinging Bridge was canceled. Authorities believe 
the incident to be a tragic accident. State troopers said the driver of the van was working 
the race, transporting people up and down the mountain, when the van suddenly 
accelerated and hit the runners and also a Gator 4x4 vehicle. Sgt. Cody Smith of the 
Highway Patrol said the driver stated he meant to press the brake but pressed the gas by 
accident. The injured transported to area hospitals. The name of the driver of the van has 
not been released. The remainder of the Highland Games schedule will continue through 
Sunday. Grandfather Mountain Highland Games President Steve Quillin said the entire 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games organization and family are deeply saddened by 
this devastating event and extend their condolences to those affected.  CR
7/12
The Blowing Rock Fire Department board has partnered with Caldwell County to proide 
24/7 Emergency Medical Services in areas of the town that are in Caldwell County. The 
new partnership will see Caldwell vehicles and personnel responding to Blowing Rock 
calls that are in the norhtern part of Caldwell County, including Mulberry, Globe, and 
portions of Aho, Blackberry, Pilot Ridge, and Misty Mountian. Areas in Watauga County 
will still be served by Blowing Rock Fire and Rescue, and Watauga Medics. EH, GA

7/19
Blowing Rock Public Works reports it has repaired the broken water line that left the 
town without water Monday. The leak in an 8 inch main was repaired around 8 pm 
Monday night, despite some delays from passing thunderstorms and rising waters in the 
creek bed near Chetola Resort, where the break occurred. The town's water is gradually 
being restored and will take some time. As a result, the Boil Water Advisory remains in 
effect until water tests allow the town to lift the advisory. Remember there will be air in 
the water lines, so as water service returns, be sure to let the cold water run until the 
water flows with consistent pressure. The town and the American Red Cross continue to 
offer cases of bottled water to residents. One case per family will be available at the 
American Legion, 333 Wallingford Street, until 7 pm. EH

7/26
Watauga County Commission Chairman John Welch will step down by September 15. 



His resignation comes after comments made by Watauga County Republican Executive 
Board Chairman Bill Greene, who spoke at the July 19 commissioners meeting, claiming 
that with Welch now employed by the University of Virginia, he is no longer eligible to 
serve, and alleging Welch is no longer a resident of Watauga County. A lawsuit has been 
filed against Attorney General Josh Stein on behalf of Greene saying Stein's duty is to act
in situations where an individual is unlawfully failing to vacate and elected position, and 
that Welch permanently removed himself from Watauga County for an indefinite time 
and is no longer eligible as a commissioner. Watauga County attorney Anthony di Santi 
has said that after research of the statutes, Welch still maintains a domicile in Watauga, 
his wife and family still live here, and he commutes to his new job. di Santi maintains 
Welch is eligible to remain on the commission until hi term expires in 2024. Welch will 
resign from the board before September 15, to allow a transition plan to be developed, 
and allow Welch to be a part of getting the new Valle Crucis School started. GA, PA

8/8
The District Attorney's office recently released a five page narrative based on over 123 
pieces of evidence collected regarding the deadly shooting that occurred on April 28th 
2021, which claimed the lives of Sgt. Chris Ward and K-9 Deputy Logan Fox of the 
Watauga County Sheriff's Office.  Until now the facts that had been officially released is 
that Isaac Barnes was responsible for taking the lives of the two policeman as well as his 
mother Michelle Ligon and Stepfather George Ligon.  The Narrative details more facts 
that till now have only been speculated.  We now know that several days before the 
incident Barnes held a knife to the throat of his biological father, Joseph Barnes, 
threatening to kill him.  He also threatened to kill his mother and stepfather to which they
responded by trying to file an Involuntary Commitment order against him with the local 
magistrate.  Unfortunately the magistrates computer was down and they were told to 
come back the next day.  All this in addition to reviewing reports and bodycam footage 
the DA con concluded that there was no fault in the way Law Enforcement handled this 
tragic situation.  Stating “the actions of Law Enforcement personal that day rose to the 
highest levels of heroism as they sought to fulfill their oaths to protect and serve our 
community.”  CR

8/12
Kids in Watauga will be starting the new school year August 22nd. Dr. Scott Elliot the 
superintendent of Watauga County schools joined us in studio to promote The 
Back2School Festival Saturday August 13 at Watauga High School. Watauga County 
families struggling to afford the high costs of sending their children back to school are 
urged to take advantage of this opportunity for the 10th anniversary of the 
Back2SchoolFestival. Students at each county school have a set time to pick up supplies. 
Valle Crucis, Cove Creek and Watauga Virtual Academy students are scheduled for 8:30 
Saturday morning, Parkway, Mabel and Bethel school students pick up at 10 am, Green 
Valley, Two Rivers and home school students pick up at 11:30, Hardin Park and Blowing 
Rock students at 1:30 Saturday afternoon, and Watauga High students pick up at 3 pm. 
Learn more by following the Back2School Festival on Facebook, or at their website, 
Back2SchoolFestival.org ED



8/22
Yesterday morning at around 1:15AM there was an altercation that resulted in several 
gunshots on Kingstreet.  Though no one was killed or injured, Several who people who 
winessed the event can be seen on CCTV footage frantically running from the scene as 
well as two businesses on King Street being damaged by the gunfire.  The incident 
involved an altercation between two individuals described as black males, both in their 
mid 20's who fired at two other individuals in an old red pickup truck.  After the suspects 
fired at the truck both parties fled the scene.  The occupants of the truck were later 
identified and found.  As of now the two shooters are still on the run and the Watauga 
County Sheriff's Department, Boone Police Department, as well as Crime Stoppers are 
seeking any information regarding the whereabouts of the two men.  If you have any 
information please contact the Boone Police Department at (828) 268-6900 or call Crime 
Stoppers at (828) 268-6959 or (828) 737-0125.   CR  

8/25
According to the Boone Police Department as of 9:30 PM last night to juveniles have 
been reported missing one being Natalie Marie Stelchook-Gray who is a white female 
born on 7/16/2008 who is 5'3, 145 pounds and with short purple and black hair with one 
brow piercing she was last seen wearing black jeans and a black and white zip up jacket 
and carrying a back pack.  The other missing child is Carter Schmidt Martin who is a 
white male born on 7/24/2009 who is 5'8 with medium brown hair blue eyes Lassing 
wearing a tie-dye shirt shorts black tennis shoes and a necklace the pair we’re both seen 
around Grant Boulevard area together.  CR

8/31
Governor Roy Cooper recently announced the North Carolina Parks and recreation trust 
fund will award $17 million grant to 39 local parks and recreation projects across North 
Carolina.  The state parks and recreation authority approved the grant at its meeting held 
on August 26 in Raleigh.  $500,000 has been a lot of to the Boone Gorge Park on the 
Middle Fork Greenway.  Director of the middle Fork Greenway Wendy Patoprsty said the
grant requires a 50% match in order to unlock the full funding what this means is they 
will have to raise an additional $500,000 via donation.  She also said that the Watauga 
County tourism development authority is a continuous support to the Middle Fork 
Greenway and the TDA board has group has had great dedication to the success of the 
Middle Fork Greenway project. GR EH

9/6
The first case of Monkeypox was reported in Caldwell County. This is the closest the 
virus has been to the high country. Monkeypox is a viral illness causes which causes flu 
like symptoms swollen lymph nodes and a rash with bumps. The Caldwell County Health
Department is working on getting vaccines to help stop the spread of the virus in there in 
the area. Individuals most at risk of exposure to monkey parks are anyone who had close 
contact in the past two weeks to someone with Monkeypox homosexual, bisexual, and 
transgender individuals who are sexually active. Caldwell County Public Health Director 
Anna Martin said that when they receive a shipment of vaccines they will make an effort 
to make the community aware as soon as possible. We will continue to keep you updated 



should the virus spread to Watauga, Ashe and Avery County or any other county in the 
High Country. EH

9/9
On Thursday the eighth NASCAR announced that for the 75th anniversary season the 
sports biggest stars will return to one of the original venues for stock car racing is part of 
a three day weekend of motor sports entertainment. He historic racing venue in question 
will be the North Wilkesboro speedway. An official NASCAR event hasn’t been held at 
that stadium since 1996. We spoke with President and CEO of the Boone area Chamber 
of Commerce David Jackson regarding the economic impact this will have on Boone. 
Jackson also emphasize the importance of collaborating with our local counties and 
communities. He also spoke on how the changes in technology since the 90’s will be a 
tremendous help. Tickets for the NASCAR all-star race weekend will go on sale later this
fall fans can reserve their spot on a priority to buy list with a $25 donation to the 
speedway children’s charities starting Friday at noon visit northwilkesborospeedway.com 
for more details. AC, EC

9/13
A shooting occurred Sunday, September 11 during an altercation between a Florida man 
and a McDonald’s employee.  The event took place in West Jefferson just before 7 PM. 
The victim whose name has not been officially released was injured after the bullet 
grazed his knee.  Michael Joseph Sokolovsky Junior a 21 year old man from Saint 
Petersburg Florida has been charged with assault with a deadly weapon to inflict serious 
injury going armed to the tear of the people and simple possession of a schedule six 
controlled substance.  Sokolovsky is currently being held under a $50,000 bond at the ash
county detention center. CR

9/26
Recently we reported on the controversy surrounding The chair of the Wautaga county 
board of commissioners John Welch.  Welch was accused of unlawfully maintaining his 
position as chair despite no longer living in the county. Well Chad taking up a teaching 
job at the University of Virginia though keeping primary residence in Watauga County. 
Well she resigned effective September 15 and now they were talking county board of 
commissioners has appointed a new chair Billy Kennedy. Kennedy was voted in during 
the board of commissioners meeting on Tuesday the 20th. Kennedy read welshes 
resignation letter being that he was not present and commented that he was grateful for 
welshes service to the county and regretted that they were losing a valuable community 
member. GA

9/30
The High-Country is preparing for the remnants of Hurricane Ian.  High winds and rain 
estimations have gone down slightly as the storm heads a our way, though the flood 
watch and wind advisory are still in affect.  As we reported earlier Governor Cooper 
declared a state of emergency and has begun to direct resources to rescue services as well
as agricultural organizations. State transportation officials are prepared for Ian and are 
urging people to avoid any unnecessary travel starting Friday and going into the 



weekend. More than 2,200 N.C. Department of Transportation employees in all 100 
counties have prepared equipment for possible clearing efforts, repairs and pipe 
replacements after the storm passes. NCDOT has readied 374 backhoes and loaders, 223 
motor graders, 1,436 chainsaws and 1,371 trucks so they can clear downed trees and 
other debris from roads as soon as possible. Transportation crews have also ensured 
dozens of portable generators are ready, and that traffic services offices are staging 
message boards. Also, crews have loaded emergency trailers with barricades, high water 
signs and road closure signs so they can be deployed as needed. EH

CAROLINA NEWSMAKERS PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM

Q3, 2022 (July – August – September)

NCNN Public Affairs Programming airs 12 Noon each Saturday, 30 mins

Carolina Newsmakers
PRODUCED BY NORTH CAROLINA NEWS NETWORK
HOSTED BY DON CURTIS

CR—Civil Rights & Activism
CD—Crime & Drugs
ED—Education 
EH—Environment & Health
GA—Government Affairs
GR—Growth/Transportation
HSM—Health, Safety, Medical Affairs 
IA—International Affairs
NS—National Security
PA—Political Affairs
RE—Religion 
SP—Sports

CAROLINA NEWSMAKERS

Content Descriptions – THIRD Quarter 2022

“Carolina Newsmakers” – Weekly Public Affairs Program
Hosted by Curtis Media  Group Founder & Chairman, Don Curtis

3rd Quarter, 2022 (July – August – September)



7-3

INTERVIEW WITH DALE FOLWELL - TREASURER OF THE STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA 

HOSPITALS, INSURANCE, HEALTH CARE, PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, INFLATION,
BOND RATING, FRAUD, PENSION PLAN, DISABILITY OVERPAYMENTS, 
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND, BROADBAND, MUNICIPALITIES, AND UNCLAIMED 
CASH. Issues discussed: EH, GR, EC

7-10

INTERVIEW WITH CODY HAND - SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS AND DEPUTY GENERAL COUNCIL WITH THE NORTH CAROLINA 
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATION

POLITICS, HEALTHCARE, HOSPITALS, MEDICAID, LEGISLATION, 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, COVID-19, TELEHEALTH, RURAL AREAS, MENTAL 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE WORKER PIPELINE, AND FINANCE. 
Issues discussed: EH, GA, ED

7-17

INTERVIEW WITH DR. MIKE WALDEN - WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS 
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE 
ECONOMICS EMERITUS AT NC STATE UNIVERSITY

INFLATION, RECESSION, FEDERAL RESERVE, GAS PRICES, UKRAINE, 
EMPLOYMENT, BROADBAND, HOUSING, SUPPLY CHAIN, HEALTH CARE, 
COVID-19, STUDENT DEBT, AND SOCIAL SECURITY. Issues discussed: EC, NS, 
ED, EH

7-24

INTERVIEW WITH DEBORAH ROSS - UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN 
FOR NORTH CAROLINA'S SECOND DISTRICT

GUN SAFETY, ABORTION, COVID-19, INFLATION, AFFORDABLE HOUSING, 
ENERGY, INTEREST RATES, AND JANUARY 6TH HEARINGS. Issues discussed: 
EC, GA, PA

INTERVIEW WITH JOSH DOBSON - NORTH CAROLINA LABOR 
COMMISSIONER

REGULATIONS, SAFETY, INSPECTIONS, WAGES, LABOR SHORTAGE, DRUG 
TESTING, COVID-19, AND PARTISANSHIP. Issues discussed: EC, PA, EH

7-31



INTERVIEW WITH CATHERINE TRUITT - SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION FOR THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

EDUCATION, POLITICS, COVID-19, LEANDRO CASE, FUNDING, PRE-K, 
GRADUATION RATE, UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, DISCIPLINE, PRINCIPALS, 
WORKFORCE GOALS, CHARTER SCHOOLS, TEACHER PAY, AND PRINCIPAL 
PAY. Issues discussed: ED, PA

8-7

INTERVIEW WITH JOHN HOOD - PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN WILLIAM POPE 
FOUNDATION ECONOMY, RECESSION, INFLATION, COVID-19, ABORTION, 
POLITICS, ELECTIONS, ELECTORAL COLLEGE, UNAFFILIATED VOTERS, 2022 
ELECTIONS, 2024 ELECTIONS, AND MEDIA. Issues discussed: EC, EH, PA

8-14

INTERVIEW WITH WENDY HARRIS - PRESIDENT OF THE NORTH CAROLINA 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

HOUSING SUPPLY, APARTMENTS, HOUSING AVAILABILITY, HOUSING 
AFFORDABILITY, RURAL HOUSING, ZONING LAWS, MORTGAGE RATES, 
INFLATION, COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE, SECOND HOME MARKET, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, SUPPLY CHAIN, AND LEGISLATION. Issues 
discussed: EH, GR, GA

8-28

INTERVIEW WITH JOSH STEIN - ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NORTH CAROLINA

STUDENT LOANS, STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS, ROBOCALLS, SCAMS, 
OPIOIDS, E-CIGARETTES, DEBT COLLECTION, IDENTITY THEFT, MOVING 
SCAMS, USED CARS, CAMP LEJEUNE CASES, MEDICAID, AND MEDICAID 
EXPANSION. Issues discussed: ED, EH, CR, 

9-4

INTERVIEW WITH TOM JENSEN - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC POLICY 
POLLING

ELECTIONS, POLLING, ABORTION, INSURRECTION, U.S. SENATE RACES, 
STUDENT DEBT RELIEF, U.S. HOUSE RACES, UKRAINE WAR, UNAFFILIATED 
VOTERS, AND ELECTION INTEGRITY. Issues discussed: PA, NS, PA

9-11

INTERVIEW WITH MIKE WALDEN - WILLIAM NEAL REYNOLDS 
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE 
ECONOMICS EMERITUS AT NC STATE UNIVERSITY



RECESSION, UNEMPLOYMENT, INFLATION, INTEREST RATES, GAS PRICES, 
HOUSING MARKET, WORKING FROM HOME, BUSINESS RECRUITING IN 
NORTH CAROLINA, LABOR MARKET, STUDENT DEBT FORGIVENESS, 
CLIMATE BILL, SUPPLY CHAIN, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. Issues 
discussed: EC, GR, GA

9-18

INTERVIEW WITH PATRICK WOODIE - PRESIDENT OF THE NORTH CAROLINA
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER

ECONOMY, RURAL COUNTIES, CLEAN ENERGY, RECRUITING BUSINESS, 
RURAL SUMMIT, SMALL BUSINESS TASK FORCE, STRUGGLING COUNTIES, 
BROADBAND, HEALTH CARE, MEDICAID EXPANSION, COVID, RECESSION, 
AND INFLATION. Issues discussed: EC, GR, EH, GA

9-25

INTERVIEW WITH MIKE CAUSEY - NORTH CAROLINA INSURANCE 
COMMISSIONER 

AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE, RENTERS INSURANCE, CHILD SAFETY SEATS, 
SCAMS AND FRAUD, NATURAL DISASTERS, DISTRACTED DRIVING, FIRE 
MARSHALL DUTIES, BUILDING INSPECTIONS, HEALTH INSURANCE, 
OPIOIDS, AND MEDICARE. Issues discussed: EC GA, CR


