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Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Covid-19: The New England Journal of Medicine notes that a primary concern to mental health 
issues because of Covid-19 is post-traumatic stress disorder arising from exposure to trauma. 
Therapist Hannah Comeaux spoke about how to treat these issues.

B. Scams & Computer Safety: Syniti Computer Safety CEO Kevin Campbell spoke about how to 
prevent identity theft, avoid having your banking information stolen and prevention against Covid-
19 related fraud. He says the FTC reports the costliest of the scams is romance scams which are 
seven times more costly than any other scam.

C. Unemployment Crisis: Close to 100,000 people remain out of work due to Covid-19 related 
issues. State Representative Beau Beaullieu spoke about how legislators and the Louisiana 
Workforce Commission are trying to prevent the unemployment fund from running out of money.

D. Homelessness: Ben Broussard, part of the Acadiana Regional Coalition on Homelessness, says 
that there are hundreds of families that are homeless in the eight-parish Acadiana region. They 
anticipate that the number could top 1,000 this year due to the effects of Covid-19 on the economy

E. LOPA: Executive Director of the Louisiana Organ Procurement Association, Suzanna Morten, 
says only people who have suffered traumatic brain injury are eligible to donate their organs, thus 
there are 22 people who die each day in Louisiana waiting for an organ.  
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07/18/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

Louisiana’s 
unemployment 
crisis amid the 
COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Bernadette Lee spoke to CPA Paul Miller 
about the current unemployment crisis. One 
way to help people pay their bills would be if 
the federal government were to issue another 
stimulus check. Miller spoke about the 
probability of that happening. The general 
unemployment rate for our region is hovering 
in the 20 percent range according to the 
Louisiana Workforce Commission.   

07/25/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

How can 
Louisiana 
residents deal 
with anxiety 
brought on by 
COVID-19

Bernadette Lee spoke to a psychological 
expert. The American Psychiatric Association 
says that four and ten adults are afraid they 
are going to die because of COVID-19. 
Licensed, professional counselor Hannah 
Comeaux spoke with Bernadette Lee about 



tips to help adults deal with their stress and to 
try to eliminate it.

08/01/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

How Louisiana 
residents can 
protect 
themselves 
from scams that 
have been 
discovered in 
the area. 

Kevin Campbell, computer security with Syniti 
Computer safety says the number of scams 
are up this year because of Covid-19. He says 
that the amount of phishing scams continues 
to climb, and romance scams are seven times 
more costly than any other scam right now.  

08/08/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee COVID-19 has 

created an 
increase in 
Homelessness 
across Acadiana. 

Bernadette Lee spoke with Ben Broussard 
with Catholic Charities of Acadiana about how 
they work with all denomination groups to 
assist with helping people find a place to go. 
Broussard says they are continuing to see 
numbers of people experiencing 
homelessness increase.

08/15/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

COVID-19 is 
impacting 
people in a 
negative way 
both financially 
and 
emotionally.

Bernadette Lee spoke with financial expert 
Ryan Morfin about the massive amount of 
changes that people are going through when it 
comes to their finances. With unemployment 
still being 1 in 5 across the Acadiana region, 
many families are finding it hard to make ends 
meet and put food on the table. 
  

08/22/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

Louisiana is 
facing an 
unemployment 
rate of nearly 
20%.

Bernadette Lee spoke State Representative 
Beau Beaullieu about the state's 
unemployment rate. He says that the 
unemployment trust fund is running out of 
money. He adds that businesses will have to 
pay more taxes to support the unemployment 
fund which, in turn, could force more people 
out of work.  

08/29/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

The need for 
organ donation 
in Louisiana 
remains critical 
in 2020

Bernadette Lee spoke with Suzanna Morten 
with LOPA, the Louisiana Organ Procurement 
Association about why it is so important to 
sign up for organ donation. She says there is 
actually only a very small number of people 
that are able to donate.
  

09/05/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

How 
Louisiana’s 
response to 
COVID-19 is 
slowing the 
spread and 
what we need 
to do to 
continue that 

Bernadette Lee spoke with Dr. Tina Stefanski, 
Louisiana Department of Health Region 4 
Director about their efforts to educate 
everyone on why you now need to wear a 
mask, how practicing good hygiene can 
decrease the amount of cases and how social 
distancing help to stall the spread of the virus. 
Our region is seeing a decrease in the number 
of cases, but Dr. Stefanski is asking people to 



trend. still stick to the Covid-19 mitigation effort.

09/12/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

Scammers are 
targeting those 
affected by 
Hurricane 
Laura, here’s 
what to look out 
for.

Bernadette Lee spoke with Synitit Computer 
Security Executive Director Kevin about the 
various ways in which scammers try to obtain 
a person's identity so they can get your money 
and take out money in your name.

09/19/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose with 
Bernadette Lee

How Lafayette’s 
panhandling 
laws are 
affecting the 
city’s homeless 
population. 

Bernadette Lee spoke with Lafayette 
Mayor/President about what they are doing to 
address the issue of homelessness in 
Lafayette and the Acadiana community. 
Officials decided to defer an ordinance that 
would have strengthened panhandling laws in 
Lafayette. Guillory also spoke about the many 
charities who are working with his 
administration to try to get people the help that 
they need.

09/26/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose Unemployment 
rates could go 
even higher in 
Louisiana 
following 
Hurricane 
Laura. 

Bernadette Lee spoke with State 
Representative Beau Beaullieu to get an 
update on whether or not the state's 
unemployment trust fund is going to run out of 
money. Beaullieu says that so many people 
became unemployed when Hurricane Laura 
hit the southwestern portion of the state, that 
now legislators are going to have to reduce 
the weekly benefit to $212, and people will 
only be allowed to qualify for unemployment 
for 26 weeks.

10/03/20 8-9 a.m. 42 UpClose How Lafayette 
is taking steps 
to curb 
domestic abuse 
during these 
pandemic 
times. 

Bernadette Lee spoke Ralph Peters with the 
Domestic Violence Intervention Program about 
what is being done to try to rehabilitate people 
who abuse others. He spoke about how to 
spot abuse, how people can be held 
accountable and how the program takes 26 
weeks to change the behavior of the abuser.  


