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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

FOURTH QUARTER 2016

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 
achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

 
5. Family Issues: Helping to maintain stable families; parental education; finding 

permanent homes for children in state care.  

6. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 
care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

7. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.

8. Environment:  Issues impacting healthful living of Chicagoans, including 
vegetation, waterways and other related infrastructure. 
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WXRT-FM 93.1 AND HD
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Saturdays from 6a-6:30a, except for October 15, November 19 and 
December 17, and Sundays from 7a-7:30a. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. WXRT Public Affairs Show: (Saturday from 6a-6:30a, on October 15, November 
19 and December 17. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring newsmakers and local charitable 
events in the Chicagoland area. 
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I. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION
 

At Issue
December 3 and 4, 2016
Guests: Ginger Ostro, Executive Director Advance Illinois
             Sylvia Puente, Executive Director Latino Policy Forum   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program featured two members of an education think-tank which released a 
report a few days earlier called Every Student counts: The State We’re In. Ostro has been 
in the job for about a year, and previously was chief financial officer for Chicago Public 
Schools. Puente is on the board of Advance Illinois. Ostro said every two years Advance 
Illinois does this study, checking to see if the schools are on track to get students ready 
for 2025. She said this report shows performance on key milestones—such as math and 
reading levels--has not been improving nearly enough. Puente said data says 60 percent 
of our workforce will need a post-secondary degree to be prepared for jobs. She said this 
is about not just education, but Illinois’ future vitality. She also said the report shows 
Illinois is dead last in state resources put into education and the gap between investment 
in wealthy and poor school districts. Ostro said in the last 10 years poverty has spread 
across the state, showing more and more districts now must serve an increased number of 
low income students. She added that only 35 percent of 4th graders are reading at grade 
level, with wealthier students at 55 percent while only 20 percent of low income students 
are reading at grade level. Puente blamed the system of funding, where schools are 
funded inequitably. Both said many high school graduates may not truly be college ready. 
Many start college but don’t finish. Puente also said a quarter of all students in Illinois 
are Latino. She said ensuring their success and all students in the state is critical to the 
future of Illinois. They also talked about Governor Bruce Rauner’s veto of a bill that 
would have shored up the Chicago Public Schools teachers’ pension fund. Ostro said 
Ohio is best a spending on low income students, spending $1.22 per student per $1 on 
higher income students. Illinois, she said, spends less than 90 cents comparatively. She 
said there is a Governor appointed commission on funding reform to discuss ways to 
address the situation.        

At Issue
December 18, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Illinois Governor   
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

       Governor Bruce Rauner talked about a piece of legislation he recently signed, 
aimed at reforming the Illinois prison system.  Rauner said the bill gives state-issued ID 
cards to inmates who are leaving the corrections system. He said it will help cut down on 
the recidivism rate in Illinois. He said 50 percent of offenders typically ret urn to the 
prison system. He said these new ID cards will give ex-offenders an opportunity to get on 
the right path by opening the door to housing, credit and job opportunities. He said there 
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is a way to go in reforming the corrections system and he is making his way through the 
14 reforms recommended by his panel on the criminal justice system.  Rauner said he 
also intends to sign another measure that creates transparency and fairness when it comes 
to a judge’s sentencing decisions. Judges would be required to explain why they chose to 
put someone without a criminal history, in prison for a low-level crime. He said everyone 
deserves a second chance. Rauner also discussed the state’s financial status. He said 
reforms are needed when it comes to budgeting and operations. He said the bureaucratic 
nature of Illinois government is a huge problem, and is draining funds from human 
services and schools. He said the cost of running government is too high.  Those costs, he 
said, should be reduced. And Rauner is calling for term limits for elected officials, saying 
states with term limits produce more fiscally responsible politicians. He also said more 
finding for education is needed. He said Illinois is worst in the nation when it comes to 
funding public education, calling it immoral. He added the state has not had a balanced 
budget in two decades. He accused Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan of purposely 
stalling on budget approval, intentionally creating a crisis that would lead to tax 
increases. He said the state needs fundamental reforms to grow the economy faster and 
lower the growth of government spending. Rauner said he is awaiting recommendations 
from a bi-partisan commission currently looking at reforming school funding. He says 
more money from the budget needs to go to schools to balance out the money certain 
richer school districts enjoy. He also said more departments in state government are 
collaborating and seeking more federal dollars for issues such as care for the mentally ill. 
He cited an example of reforms within the child welfare system. He said he brought in an 
outsider to lead the agency and that has worked to change to a culture that is more 
transparent, effective and compassionate. He said they’ve managed to dramatically 
reduce the shelter population of youngsters within the child welfare system.                  

At Issue
December 24 and 25, 2016
Guest: Blasé Cupich, Cardinal of the Archdiocese of Chicago   
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

       On a Christmas Day program, Cardinal Blasé Cupich, who was elevated five 
weeks earlier from Archbishop of Chicago to Cardinal, share his Christmas message.   
The Cardinal indicated he isn’t concerned about President Elect Trump’s choice for 
Education Secretary (who strong favors charter schools.) He said the Chicago 
Archdiocese educates about 75-thousand kids and believes parents should have a choice 
on whether their child attends school no matter their income. He said he isn’t necessarily 
in favor of a voucher system but perhaps tax credits to make school choice more 
affordable.   

II. BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
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October 8 and 9, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Governor of Illinois   
15 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Governor Bruce Rauner talked about his so-called turnaround agenda, his desire 
for term limits for lawmakers, and his hope to find a way to change the way legislative 
districts are mapped. He also talked about Hurricane Mathew, which caused the closure 
of a large shelter for refugee children from Central America.  Rauner said he agreed to 
bring in some of them to temporarily provide shelter and support until their current 
situation is restored. Dellimore mentioned that SIU’s Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 
found that Illinois residents strongly favor term limits and want legislative maps drawn 
by an independent commission. Rauner said “our system is broken,” saying Illinois does 
not have an effective democracy. He said some people have been locked into office for 
30 or 40 years, and that elections are “rigged” with two-thirds of the November races 
featuring no challengers because the districts have been gerrymandered. He said while 
enough signatures were collected to put these initiatives on the ballot, the courts said no 
go, because the legislature itself would need to put such initiatives to a vote. Rauner said 
voters from both parties should ask whoever’s running whether they’ll support putting 
these issues on a ballot for all to decide. He said the culture in the legislature would 
change from those accumulating power and wealth to attracting people who really want 
to serve the public. There is a constitutional amendment on the ballot that’s called the 
Safe Roads Amendment. That would require money in the state’s road fund only be used 
for transportation. He said in the past politicians have taken money out of some special 
funds and spent funds on general things such as education and human services. He said 
sometimes they haven’t put enough money on the roads to properly maintain them. This 
amendment would correct that. Rauner said he is staying neutral on this, because while 
the roads are important to maintain, it also would tie hands from spending on critical 
needs. He said he’s leaving it up to the people of Illinois. He said he’s picking to take 
sides on issues that most move the needle. Among those topics are business regulations.  
He said Illinois needs to grow more good jobs. He blamed high crime and unemployment 
on regulations pushing employers out of the state. He said there would be more 
businesses employing young people from disadvantaged areas if those regulations were 
reformed. Rauner said Illinois has been the manufacturing heart of America, with 
580,000 hardworking Illinoisans employed in manufacturing currently. But he said since 
the turn of the century, Illinois has lost another 300,000 such jobs. Since the recession 
ended six years ago, Rauner said Wisconsin and Indiana have added thousands of 
manufacturing jobs, but Illinois has added zero. He said if that’s not solved, Illinois won’t 
be able to solve our crime, education funding and pension problems. He said the state 
needs economic reform. Rauner also talked about the constitution requiring a balanced 
budget, saying political leaders in Springfield ignore the constitution. He said he won’t 
sign an unbalanced budget, and he won’t agree to big tax hikes unless there are reforms 
to protect taxpayers. He said he’ll compromise on any of the reforms he wants. He said 
Illinois needs a message of positive change to attract employers and jobs to the state. 
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At Issue
December 10 and 11, 2016
Guest: Steve Bernas, President Better Business Bureau of Chicago    
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program dealt with business scams and fraud people may need to deal with 
during the holiday season. Earlier in the month his office put out an advisory called “The 
12 Scams of Christmas,” showcasing just how widespread scams are, especially those 
hidden behind the internet. Bernas said scammers try to get your credit card number or 
identity. The most common issue, he said, is people giving up too much information on 
the internet. He said if you get an unsolicited request via e-mail or at your door, people 
always need to check. He said there’s a sucker list of those who have fallen for previous 
scams. When it comes to charitable causes, he said you also need to check. There are 
those who create names similar to well-known charities. He said 65 percent of people 
who donate do so blindly. Bernas said people should ask questions. Those coming to the 
door, ask them to come back. Scammers won’t, but others truly deserving likely will. He 
said on Facebook friends of friends can see your information. Scammers might see tickets 
for a game online and they can scan to create fakes. He said they’ll troll sites to find ways 
to cheat people. Bernas also said people lose millions going after free stuff. They wind up 
paying shipping or other charges. He said if something is free, you shouldn’t have to 
provide a credit card number. Bernas suggested people use credit cards rather than cash, 
because charges then become easier to fight. He said technically people have three bill 
cycles to check on possible mischarges. When people are out shopping, the police 
department always reminds people to watch purses, wallets and packages in your car. He 
said if somebody runs into you by accident, there’s a good chance you’ve been 
pickpocketed. Bernas said beside scams, the Better Business Bureau has education 
materials to help people with buying and selling items in the marketplace. He said an 
educated consumer is a better consumer. His organization also grades companies from A 
through F.       

III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
October 8 and 9, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Governor of Illinois   
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

             There is a constitutional amendment on the ballot that’s called the Safe Roads 
Amendment. That would require money in the state’s road fund only be used for 
transportation. Rauner said in the past politicians have taken money out of some special 
funds and spent funds on general things such as education and human services. He said 
sometimes they haven’t put enough money on the roads to properly maintain them. This 
amendment would correct that. Rauner said he is staying neutral on this, because while 
the roads are important to maintain, it also would tie hands from spending on critical 



Issues and Programs Report Fourth Quarter, 2016

Page 8

needs. He said he’s leaving it up to the people of Illinois. He said he’s picking to take 
sides on issues that most move the needle. Among those topics are business regulations.  
He said Illinois needs to grow more good jobs. He blamed high crime and unemployment 
on regulations pushing employers out of the state. He said there would be more 
businesses employing young people from disadvantaged areas if those regulations were 
reformed. Rauner said Illinois has been the manufacturing heart of America, with 
580,000 hardworking Illinoisans employed in manufacturing currently. But he said since 
the turn of the century, Illinois has lost another 300,000 such jobs. Since the recession 
ended six years ago, Rauner said Wisconsin and Indiana have added thousands of 
manufacturing jobs, but Illinois has added zero. He said if that’s not solved, Illinois won’t 
be able to solve our crime, education funding and pension problems. He said the state 
needs economic reform. Rauner also talked about the constitution requiring a balanced 
budget, saying political leaders in Springfield ignore the constitution. He said he won’t 
sign an unbalanced budget, and he won’t agree to big tax hikes unless there are reforms 
to protect taxpayers. He said he’ll compromise on any of the reforms he wants. He said 
Illinois needs a message of positive change to attract employers and jobs to the state. 

WXRT Public Affairs Show
October 15, 2016
Guest: Dawn Valenti, Chicago Survivors
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Dawn Valenti, a Crisis responder with Chicago Survivors joined Terri Hemmert to 
discuss the problems of a high murder rate, domestic violence and sexual assault in 
Chicago.  Valenti discussed how Chicago Survivors works with survivors of homicide.

At Issue
October 16, 2016
Guest:  Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President            
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle this week outlined her plan for 
covering a $174 million budget shortfall with a speech in Chicago. She said the year has 
been made challenging because of the causes of that deficit: the longtime budget 
stalemate at the state level, inherited expenses such as increasing debt services costs and 
neglect that has led to antiquated information systems. She said her budget 
recommendation reinforces a commitment to criminal justice reform, a greater 
investment in public safety, builds on pledge to support “our neighborhoods.” To make 
this happen, she wants support to create a tax for sweetened beverages. She also cited a 
report that such a tax can help in the fight against diabetes, obesity and tooth decay. That 
tax is expected to generate $74 million its first year. She talked about violence, public 
safety, gun deaths, heroin and opioid deaths. She said all these issues and their underlying 



Issues and Programs Report Fourth Quarter, 2016

Page 9

causes are threats to the area’s economic and social health. She said while much of Cook 
County is safer than ever, some areas have a vicious cycle of violence, segregated areas 
of color where economic opportunities are limited. She talked about reforms needed in 
the criminal justice system. There’s a need she said to reduce the number of detainees---
thousands could be released safely while awaiting trial. She said those who pose no threat 
to themselves or others, or are not a flight risk, are more likely to go deeper in the 
criminal justice system if they’re held for no good reason. Among those in the audience 
for Preckwinkle’s speech was Karen Larimer, President of the American Heart 
Association’s Chicago division. She said the Heart Association is strongly behind taxing 
sugary drinks, calling them a source of chronic disease in America, such as diabetes, 
heart disease and cancer. She said a tax will help modify people’s behavior. Rodriguez 
said a penny per ounce tax would be a game changer for the industry. She said for a two-
liter container of soda pop, that would add a 68 cent tax on a 99 cent bottle, or a 70 
percent increase. She said people should have choices for what to drink, and sweetened 
beverages shouldn’t be singled out. Fritchey was concerned about the number of new 
taxes residents are facing, such as a 30 increase on water bills and a likely increase in 
state income tax. He said people can only handle so much at a time. Boykin said he has 
an open mind about the beverage tax, but he has other ideas such as a ride share tax. He 
thinks that would be a less regressive tax. Preckwinkle talked about the sales tax increase 
last year, saying that was needed to pay off decades of neglect toward pension 
obligations. She also said 87 percent of the Cook County budget goes toward public 
health and public safety. She called those critical functions, and that if residents want 
good service they have to pay for it. She talked about how the county health system has 
stepped up to provide more mental health services.   

 

At Issue
December 18, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Illinois Governor   
15 minutes out of 30 minute program

       Governor Bruce Rauner talked about a piece of legislation he recently signed, 
aimed at reforming the Illinois prison system.  Rauner said the bill gives state-issued ID 
cards to inmates who are leaving the corrections system. He said it will help cut down on 
the recidivism rate in Illinois. He said 50 percent of offenders typically ret urn to the 
prison system. He said these new ID cards will give ex-offenders an opportunity to get on 
the right path by opening the door to housing, credit and job opportunities. He said there 
is a way to go in reforming the corrections system and he is making his way through the 
14 reforms recommended by his panel on the criminal justice system.  Rauner said he 
also intends to sign another measure that creates transparency and fairness when it comes 
to a judge’s sentencing decisions. Judges would be required to explain why they chose to 
put someone without a criminal history, in prison for a low-level crime. He said everyone 
deserves a second chance. Rauner also discussed the state’s financial status. He said 
reforms are needed when it comes to budgeting and operations. He said the bureaucratic 
nature of Illinois government is a huge problem, and is draining funds from human 
services and schools. He said the cost of running government is too high.  Those costs, he 
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said, should be reduced. And Rauner is calling for term limits for elected officials, saying 
states with term limits produce more fiscally responsible politicians. He also said more 
finding for education is needed. He said Illinois is worst in the nation when it comes to 
funding public education, calling it immoral. He added the state has not had a balanced 
budget in two decades. He accused Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan of purposely 
stalling on budget approval, intentionally creating a crisis that would lead to tax 
increases. He said the state needs fundamental reforms to grow the economy faster and 
lower the growth of government spending. Rauner said he is awaiting recommendations 
from a bi-partisan commission currently looking at reforming school funding. He says 
more money from the budget needs to go to schools to balance out the money certain 
richer school districts enjoy. He also said more departments in state government are 
collaborating and seeking more federal dollars for issues such as care for the mentally ill. 
He cited an example of reforms within the child welfare system. He said he brought in an 
outsider to lead the agency and that has worked to change to a culture that is more 
transparent, effective and compassionate. He said they’ve managed to dramatically 
reduce the shelter population of youngsters within the child welfare system.                  

IV.       NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
October 16, 2016
Guests:  Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President
              Karen Larimer, American Heart Association  
              Claudia Rodriguez, Illinois Beverage Association
              John Fritchey, Cook County Commissioner
              Richard Boykin, Cook County Commissioner
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle this week outlined her plan for 
covering a $174 million budget shortfall with a speech in Chicago. She said the year has 
been made challenging because of the causes of that deficit: the longtime budget 
stalemate at the state level, inherited expenses such as increasing debt services costs and 
neglect that has led to antiquated information systems. She said her budget 
recommendation reinforces a commitment to criminal justice reform, a greater 
investment in public safety, builds on pledge to support “our neighborhoods.” To make 
this happen, she wants support to create a tax for sweetened beverages. She also cited a 
report that such a tax can help in the fight against diabetes, obesity and tooth decay. That 
tax is expected to generate $74 million its first year. She talked about violence, public 
safety, gun deaths, heroin and opioid deaths. She said all these issues and their underlying 
causes are threats to the area’s economic and social health. She said while much of Cook 
County is safer than ever, some areas have a vicious cycle of violence, segregated areas 
of color where economic opportunities are limited. She talked about reforms needed in 
the criminal justice system. There’s a need she said to reduce the number of detainees---
thousands could be released safely while awaiting trial. She said those who pose no threat 
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to themselves or others, or are not a flight risk, are more likely to go deeper in the 
criminal justice system if they’re held for no good reason. Among those in the audience 
for Preckwinkle’s speech was Karen Larimer, President of the American Heart 
Association’s Chicago division. She said the Heart Association is strongly behind taxing 
sugary drinks, calling them a source of chronic disease in America, such as diabetes, 
heart disease and cancer. She said a tax will help modify people’s behavior. Rodriguez 
said a penny per ounce tax would be a game changer for the industry. She said for a two-
liter container of soda pop, that would add a 68 cent tax on a 99 cent bottle, or a 70 
percent increase. She said people should have choices for what to drink, and sweetened 
beverages shouldn’t be singled out. Fritchey was concerned about the number of new 
taxes residents are facing, such as a 30 increase on water bills and a likely increase in 
state income tax. He said people can only handle so much at a time. Boykin said he has 
an open mind about the beverage tax, but he has other ideas such as a ride share tax. He 
thinks that would be a less regressive tax. Preckwinkle talked about the sales tax increase 
last year, saying that was needed to pay off decades of neglect toward pension 
obligations. She also said 87 percent of the Cook County budget goes toward public 
health and public safety. She called those critical functions, and that if residents want 
good service they have to pay for it. She talked about how the county health system has 
stepped up to provide more mental health services.   

At Issue
November 20, 2016
Guest: Tom Weisner, Retired Mayor of Aurora   
25 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Tom Weisner was Mayor of Aurora for 12 years. He retired due to his battle with 
cancer. Weisner reflected back on changes and developments during tenure. A casino was 
built, the Paramount Theater has picked up usage dramatically (seven fold) thanks to 
adding Broadway series programs. An old industrial area along the riverfront was 
converted RiverEdge Park, a music and event venue which has drawn people downtown, 
aided by a drop in crime the last few years. He said downtown is now beautiful and safe 
and the community is being transformed. The Roundhouse restaurant and other 
restaurants, he said, on music nights, are jammed. So Aurora’s economy has picked up. 
He said retail in Aurora was in a sad state of affairs for years, is now growing. Weisner 
said he’s proud of the job they’ve done in the neighborhoods with park space and 
amenities. He also talked about a crime-free housing ordinance requiring licenses for 
multi-family units after facing landlords who failed to properly maintain properties. Part 
of that licensing process involves classes. He said that has led to a visual and spiritual 
impact on neighborhoods. He said their old library has been converted to center 
employing 100 millennials servicing high tech customers. He said it has been important 
to draw millennials for a workforce. That includes an Elks building that was off the tax 
rolls for 20 years, converted to 29 apartments. They’ve added bike paths, jobs and 
housing to attract millennials where they’ll be a short distance from Chicago but can live 
much more affordably. Weisner said Aurora has a population of 200,000, the second 
most populated city in Illinois. He said police officers, even with growth, have stayed 
close to the community. Weisner said since the rough times of the early 2000’s, shootings 
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are down 50 percent, and they went from 25 homicides in 2002 to zero in 2012, and the 
last few years homicides have been below the national average. Weisner said Aurora is 
on the right track and now needs to keep momentum going, with focus on the arts to help 
in the revitalization of the city. On the topic of regional cooperation among Chicago and 
the suburbs, Dellimore mentioned that was a high priority with Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley. Under Rahm Emanuel, Weisner said when they have mutual interests on topics 
such as pension reform, the relationship has been good. But he also said market forces 
have changed, and millennials want the urban experience so clearly Chicago has drawn 
some suburban businesses downtown. Another regional issue, he said, is water supply. 
He said the water supply is dwindling rapidly from aquafers. He said the Fox River is 
supplying much of water in the western suburbs, but he pointed to Joliet as a city that 
continues to draw down the aquafers, which will cause problems not only for residents, 
but also for businesses. He said that could lead to a loss of industry for the area unless 
changes are made. He also said water conservation ordinances are important.   

At Issue
November 26 and 27, 2016
Guests: Wendy DuBoe, CEO United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
              Patrick Brosnan, Exec. Dir. Brighton Park Neighborhood Council
              Ron Rooth, Chairman Board Chairman of Victories of the Heart  
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program centered on charitable organizations and service agencies and some 
of the issues they face, along with their clients. The State of Illinois continues to have no 
budget, and problems for such agencies have gotten worse over the last year. DuBoe said 
without any dedicated state funding for human services, more than half of their agencies 
report depleting their cash reserves. She said private philanthropy cannot fill that gap, but 
agencies have been primarily going to corporate donors, and they’re seeing donor 
“fatigue.” DuBoe said 60-65 percent of what was contracted with the state is going to 
agencies and she said there’s a “cliff” after January since there’s nothing in writing. 
Brosnan said his group serves the Southwest side of Chicago, helping with health, 
education, immigration, violence prevention and economic justices. He said they provide 
direct services and work with United Way to create a coalition of neighborhood 
institutions to organize resources and create strategies and initiatives. Brosnan said even 
before the budget crisis, they faced six years of funding cuts and they’ve been trying to 
do more with less for years. Rooth said his organization engages with men to be more 
authentic, and better for the community. He called it a ripple effect, and they like to say 
they’re helping the world one man at a time. He said they’re at an inflection point. 30 
years ago it was self-funded through fees, but now they ask for money from those who’ve 
been helped by the program or their families. They receive no public funding. DuBoe did 
say corporate givers have tried to stretch, but repeated so many are asking that there is 
fatigue. She said new companies have shown interest in what the United Way is doing in 
the neighborhoods, so she sees positive trends and United Way has held fairly constant 
year over year in fundraising. But she said until government leaders adopt a full budget 
including comprehensive human services funding, it is very hard for any kind of 
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philanthropy to fill that gap. She said human services doesn’t only help the vulnerable, it 
helps everyone because of education and job training, which in turn helps Illinois grow. 
DuBoe said people can help by volunteering and advocating—speaking out with a public 
agenda that needs to stay in front of lawmakers. Brosnan said what’s lacking is the long 
term view of the economic and social costs of inaction.   

At Issue
December 24 and 25, 2016
Guest: Blasé Cupich, Cardinal of the Archdiocese of Chicago   
20 minutes out of 30 minute program

       On a Christmas Day program, Cardinal Blasé Cupich, who was elevated five 
weeks earlier from Archbishop of Chicago to Cardinal, share his Christmas message. He 
said he reminds people to become connected with others and their communities. He said 
all too often the focus is on the forces that seem to work against us. He said instead of 
looking at the problems around us, people should become more connected through 
service to others. He said the vulnerable need to be cared for with respect. Cardinal 
Cupich said problems don’t have to be daunting, but society needs to be careful not to be 
misguided by technology that leads to impatience. He said relationships come 
organically. He also reminisced briefly about his family and Christmas. He was one of 
nine children and often received practical gifts like socks or underwear. His family, he 
said, always made Christmas more about giving than receiving and credited that lesson 
with guiding him to the priesthood. Cardinal Cupich said his responsibilities have 
changed slightly since he was elevated five weeks earlier. He said demands on his time 
have increased and he is a member of the Bishops selection committee in Rome, so he 
will travel more frequently. He said the committee focuses on finding people to serve as 
Bishop. He said it is the Pope’s vision to make the church more international. He point to 
Asia as an example, where more Bishops have been appointed. The Chicago Archdiocese 
is implementing a plan called “Renew My Church” which will chart the course for 
greater vibrancy and vitality in neighborhood parishes. He said there is a panel that will 
be reviewing each parish on seven different factors to see if the parish should be 
consolidated or updated. He said the goal is to grow each parish and make them 
sustainable for the future, both financially and toward carrying out the church’s mission.    

 

V. FAMILY ISSUES

At Issue
December 18, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Illinois Governor   
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

       Governor Bruce Rauner talked about a number of issues on this program, 
including how more departments in state government are collaborating and seeking more 
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federal dollars for issues such as care for the mentally ill. He cited an example of reforms 
within the child welfare system. He said he brought in an outsider to lead the agency and 
that has worked to change to a culture that is more transparent, effective and 
compassionate. He said they’ve managed to dramatically reduce the shelter population of 
youngsters within the child welfare system.                  

VI.      HEALTH CARE 

At Issue
October 16, 2016
Guests:  Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President
              Karen Larimer, American Heart Association  
              Claudia Rodriguez, Illinois Beverage Association
              John Fritchey, Cook County Commissioner
              Richard Boykin, Cook County Commissioner
20 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle this week outlined her plan for 
covering a $174 million budget shortfall with a speech in Chicago. She said the year has 
been made challenging because of the causes of that deficit: the longtime budget 
stalemate at the state level, inherited expenses such as increasing debt services costs and 
neglect that has led to antiquated information systems. She said her budget 
recommendation reinforces a commitment to criminal justice reform, a greater 
investment in public safety, builds on pledge to support “our neighborhoods.” To make 
this happen, she wants support to create a tax for sweetened beverages. She also cited a 
report that such a tax can help in the fight against diabetes, obesity and tooth decay. That 
tax is expected to generate $74 million its first year. She talked about violence, public 
safety, gun deaths, heroin and opioid deaths. She said all these issues and their underlying 
causes are threats to the area’s economic and social health. She said while much of Cook 
County is safer than ever, some areas have a vicious cycle of violence, segregated areas 
of color where economic opportunities are limited. She talked about reforms needed in 
the criminal justice system. There’s a need she said to reduce the number of detainees---
thousands could be released safely while awaiting trial. She said those who pose no threat 
to themselves or others, or are not a flight risk, are more likely to go deeper in the 
criminal justice system if they’re held for no good reason. Among those in the audience 
for Preckwinkle’s speech was Karen Larimer, President of the American Heart 
Association’s Chicago division. She said the Heart Association is strongly behind taxing 
sugary drinks, calling them a source of chronic disease in America, such as diabetes, 
heart disease and cancer. She said a tax will help modify people’s behavior. Rodriguez 
said a penny per ounce tax would be a game changer for the industry. She said for a two-
liter container of soda pop, that would add a 68 cent tax on a 99 cent bottle, or a 70 
percent increase. She said people should have choices for what to drink, and sweetened 
beverages shouldn’t be singled out. Fritchey was concerned about the number of new 
taxes residents are facing, such as a 30 increase on water bills and a likely increase in 
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state income tax. He said people can only handle so much at a time. Boykin said he has 
an open mind about the beverage tax, but he has other ideas such as a ride share tax. He 
thinks that would be a less regressive tax. Preckwinkle talked about the sales tax increase 
last year, saying that was needed to pay off decades of neglect toward pension 
obligations. She also said 87 percent of the Cook County budget goes toward public 
health and public safety. She called those critical functions, and that if residents want 
good service they have to pay for it. She talked about how the county health system has 
stepped up to provide more mental health services.  

WXRT Public Affairs Show
November 19, 2016
Guest: Kate Maehr, Executive Director of the Greater Chicago Food Depository
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Kate Maehr, Executive Director of Greater Chicago Food Depository, joined Terri 
Hemmert to discuss the problem of hunger in the Chicago area and what can be done by 
volunteers to help out.  Kate also described how the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
gathers and distributes food to the needy. 

WXRT Public Affairs Show
December 17, 2016
Guest: Tim Sheehan, Vice President of Home & Community Services with Lutheran 
Social Services of Illinois
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Tim Sheehan, Vice President of Home & Community Services at Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois, joined Terri Hemmert to discuss the mission of Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois.  He mentioned how they are an organization that deals with the 
problems of the mentally ill, and he discussed the services provided to the mentally ill 
including health and housing. 

VII.   VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
October 1 and 2, 2016
Guests: Michelle Morales, Chicago Executive Director Mikva Challenge,       

 Chanta Williams, Mikva Challenge alumnus
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program discussed the Mikva Challenge, an organization that works to help 
young people become informed, empowered and active citizens and community leaders. 
It features hands on experience rather than just classroom learning or seminars. The 
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organization is named after the late Abner Mikva, a longtime public servant who served 
as Congressman, judge and White House counsel. Morales said there’s a lack of 
involvement among younger people, and a lack of representation of youth by candidates. 
She said this non-involvement issue is especially prevalent among people of color. She 
said people do care, but may not have the right tools and skill sets to do great things. At 
the Mikva challenge, she said they expose them to campaigning and major decision-
makers. Williams said she worked as an election judge, giving her a chance to see first-
hand the low turnout in her community. She said that pushed her to help with voter 
registration for the next year. She also was the youngest volunteer at the Obama 
campaign office when he ran for President. She said the Mikva Challenge taught her to 
think about the issues, and not just the political parties. Morales said her organization 
works with teachers to give space to students, to give up some control so kids become 
more engaged in a democratic classroom.  She said when teachers embrace the idea, they 
see engagement, increase in test scores, attendance and grades. She said that leads 
students more civically engaged, looking at issues larger than their school and classroom, 
such as their community and the nation as a whole. Morales said youth have to initiate 
their policy recommendations. They work on their leadership skills by having them 
research and make their own recommendations and present those recommendations to 
decision makers. Within schools, these recommendations have led to a new training 
regimen for school security guards plus work toward getting more mental health workers 
into schools. When asked about the level of violence in certain communities, Williams 
said there are limitations to what can be achieved. But she said there are councils where 
violence issues are discussed, and there are small things that can be done in schools and 
in communities to keep youth from participating in the violence. Morales referred to a 
disease called “adultism,” preventing people from seeing things from multiple 
viewpoints, but only as adults. She said adults forget how they thought has children or 
college students. She said the City of Chicago has not engaged youth to tackle the 
problem and put resources behind recommendations. Morales said youth would come up 
with practical, tangible ideas, getting to the core of the issue.   

 
At Issue
October 8 and 9, 2016
Guest: Bruce Rauner, Governor of Illinois   
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Governor Bruce Rauner talked about his so-called turnaround agenda, his desire 
for term limits for lawmakers, and his hope to find a way to change the way legislative 
districts are mapped. He also talked about Hurricane Mathew, which caused the closure 
of a large shelter for refugee children from Central America.  Rauner said he agreed to 
bring in some of them to temporarily provide shelter and support until their current 
situation is restored. Dellimore mentioned that SIU’s Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 
found that Illinois residents strongly favor term limits and want legislative maps drawn 
by an independent commission. Rauner said “our system is broken,” saying Illinois does 
not have an effective democracy. He said some people have been locked into office for 
30 or 40 years, and that elections are “rigged” with two-thirds of the November races 
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featuring no challengers because the districts have been gerrymandered. He said while 
enough signatures were collected to put these initiatives on the ballot, the courts said no 
go, because the legislature itself would need to put such initiatives to a vote. Rauner said 
voters from both parties should ask whoever’s running whether they’ll support putting 
these issues on a ballot for all to decide. He said the culture in the legislature would 
change away from accumulating power and wealth and attract people who really want to 
serve the public. There is a constitutional amendment on the ballot that’s called the Safe 
Roads Amendment. That would require money in the state’s road fund only be used for 
transportation. Rauner said currently there are special funds in which some have more 
money than needed, and others not enough. He said in the past politicians have taken 
money out of some special funds and spent it on general things such as education and 
human services. He said sometimes they haven’t put enough money on the roads to 
properly maintain them. This amendment would correct that. Rauner said he is staying 
neutral on this, because while the roads are important to maintain, it also would tie hands 
from spending on critical needs. He said he’s leaving it up to the people of Illinois. He 
said he’s picking to take sides on issues that most move the needle. Among those topics 
are business regulations.  He said Illinois needs to grow more good jobs. He blamed high 
crime and unemployment on regulations pushing employers out of the state. He said there 
would be more businesses employing young people from Chicago’s south and west sides, 
Kankakee, Danville and Rockford if those regulations were reformed. Rauner said 
Illinois has been the manufacturing heart of America, with 580,000 hardworking 
Illinoisans employed in manufacturing currently. But he said since the turn of the 
century, Illinois has lost another 300,000 such jobs. Since the recession ended six years 
ago, Rauner said Wisconsin and Indiana have added thousands of manufacturing jobs, but 
Illinois has added zero. He said if that’s not solved, Illinois won’t be able to solve our 
crime, education funding and pension problems. He said the state needs economic 
reform. Rauner also talked about the constitution requiring a balanced budget, saying 
political leaders in Springfield ignore the constitution. He said he won’t sign an 
unbalanced budget, and he won’t agree to big tax hikes unless there are reforms to protect 
taxpayers. He said he’ll compromise on any of the reforms he wants. He said Illinois 
needs a message of positive change to attract employers and jobs to the state.

At Issue
October 29 and 30, 2016
Guests: Leslie Munger, Republican State Comptroller       

 Susana Mendoza, Democratic Challenger and Chicago City Clerk
             30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            The program featured the race for Illinois State Comptroller, between the 
appointed incumbent and her challenger. During the first half of the program, Mendoza 
said Munger never has had to present her credentials to voters, having lost her only state 
race previously, while Mendoza has won several offices over the years. She pointed to 
her transforming a city clerk’s office from what was once seen as an inefficient do-
nothing office to an efficient office including virtually no waits for citizens looking to get 
parking stickers. She said that efficiency came under her leadership, and has nothing to 
do with House Speaker Mike Madigan, whom her opponent points to as the real architect. 
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Mendoza said she has differed with the speaker many times, including her decision not to 
support his daughter in her race for attorney general, because she had already made a 
commitment to someone else. She said she battled Mayor Emanuel publicly over the 
price of city stickers. She said she does not back down from battles. She said she would 
not kowtow to the governor when it comes to paying performance bonuses when there’s 
no money for basic salaries. She said she’d be a fiscal watchdog. She said she’s received 
union money to support her campaign, that her father was a union pipefitter. And the 
money comes from dues meant to support advocates and fighters for them. Mendoza also 
said Munger should be denouncing Donald Trump, who she said talked about Mexicans 
being rapists and murderers. But Mendoza says much of her support is coming from 
those who support Trump. She also said while Governor Rauner and Leslie Munger did 
not create Springfield’s financial mess, but she said they’ve made it exponentially worse 
rather than fixing it. The second half of the program featured Munger, who said she is 
now the governor’s wingman, that she barely knew Governor Rauner before she was 
appointed. She said the governor a couple weeks into office told her to hold back union 
dues state employee checks, but she said no because it was illegal. She said the governor 
wanted her to stop paying state workers because of the economic issues, and she went to 
court to be sure they could get paid. Munger said her record features 25 years of private 
sector business experience, leading an $800 million business in Helene Curtis. She also 
volunteered with an organization working with developmentally disabled adults. She said 
as comptroller she cut her own budget by 10 percent. She’s implemented technical 
changes that down the road will save a half billion dollars a year. And without a budget, 
she said she makes sure elected officials don’t get paid. Munger said the state currently is 
essentially bankrupt, with unfunded liabilities in the billions. She said the equivalent 
would be having $100 in your bank account but $10,000 in bills needed to be paid today. 
She said that’s due to decades of bad financial decisions. Munger said Mendoza voted for 
every unbalanced budget going back to her 10 years in the legislature. She said Mendoza 
voted for every unfunded pension liability decision. She called foolish the idea of solving 
the problems by doing the same things that have always been done—raising taxes and 
expecting business to remain in Illinois. 
        

At Issue
November 5 and 6, 2016
Guests: Bob Dold, 10th Congressional District Representative (R)        

 Brad Schneider, former 10th Congressional District Representative (D)
             Kerry Lester, Political writer for Daily Herald
             30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            The program highlighted several key local races in the upcoming election.  First 
up, the 10th congressional race featuring two opponents who’ve run against each other 
two other times, with each winning once. The two disagreed on the Iran arms deal. Dold 
said it was wrong to give $150 billion in sanction relief. Dold also said Schneider 
originally said he was against the deal, then flip flopped to save his own skin. Schneider 
said the deal is already in place, and Dold’s idea to dismantle the deal is reckless and 
would leave Iran on the threshold of having nuclear weapons. Schneider said he’s willing 
to work with Republicans to solve problems. He said there’s a major difference between 
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him and Dold. He said Dold has campaigned in the past against repealing don’t ask don’t 
tell, and he voted to repeal the affordable care act. Schneider said he’ll fight to protect the 
environment and the legacy of President Obama. On the topic of gun control, Schneider 
said the two are differentiated on words versus actions. Schneider said Dold has spoken 
for gun control but has sided with Republicans to block efforts to bring any bill for a 
vote. Schneider said the Sierra Club has endorsed him and called Dold an environmental 
disaster, two pro-choice groups, the national committee to protect social security and 
AARP. Dold said all newspaper endorsements have gone to him as someone who would 
be less partisan and willing to work across the aisle. Dold said people can compare 
records since both have been in Congress. He said Schneider said he’d grow the economy 
through manufacturing, but he said Schneider voted against small business 70 percent of 
the time and the national association of manufacturers gave him a failing grade. Dold also 
said he is for common sense gun legislation and the only way to move forward is to work 
in a bipartisan way which Dold said he has but his opponent has not. Kerry Lester talked 
about how the control of Congress is up for grabs. In the Senate, five or six seats is all it 
would take to flip control, so the Illinois Senate race between Mark Kirk and Tammy 
Duckworth is crucial. She said democrat in the race to replace Duckworth in her 
congressional district is expected to win out after several failed attempts in the past. 
Dellimore and Lester also talked about the race between incumbent physicist Bill Foster 
and Republican businesswoman Tonia Khouri. Then they discussed the Illinois state 
legislature, which Lester referred to as the latest battle in the war between Governor 
Bruce Rauner and House Speaker John Madigan. There were a boatload of commercials 
on each side, reference Rauner and Madigan with 16 races surpassing $2 million spent. 
She said there won’t be a major shift in control, but in the House it is possible Democrats 
could lose their veto-proof majority.             

At Issue
November 12 and 13, 2016
Guests: Andy Shaw, President and CEO Better Government Association       

 Kerry Lester, Political Columnist Daily Herald
             30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program discussed the outcome of the Presidential election, which most 
prognosticators considered a surprising outcome, with Donald Trump now President-
elect. Shaw said the digital era perhaps confused things, with millennials only having cell 
phones. He said he saw Mr. Trump offend so many different people that he had lost a big 
group of American voters. He said we failed to realize the depth and breadth of anger in 
the country and the feeling that Washington doesn’t have a clue, and that Hillary Clinton 
was a product of that system. Lester said Illinois defied the trend as a blue state, and even 
most suburbs voted for Clinton. Shaw added that Mr. Trump received 29 percent of the 
Latino vote, and that he also won college educated men. Shaw said Mr. Trump’s use of 
Twitter also had an impact. He said they were visceral tweets, and penetrated many 
people to the core. Kerry said while Mr. Trump offended many people, he also generated 
a great deal of conversation, while Clinton stuck with a controlled, calculated message. 
Shaw said the Clintons seemed to show that conventional rules and norms don’t apply to 
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them, and perhaps that was off-putting, and coupled with the e-mail scandal people had 
enough. They also discussed whether she was held to a higher standard because she’s a 
woman. As for the GOP, Lester said there’s much rebuilding to do. Many Republicans 
denounced Mr. Trump and refused to support him. Shaw pointed out that Republicans 
now control all three branches in Washington, holding the House and Senate and adding 
the presidency. They also discussed Tammy Duckworth’s victory over incumbent 
Republican Mark Kirk as Illinois Senator. Shaw said perhaps Dick Durbin might consider 
a run for Illinois governor to challenge Republican Bruce Rauner rather than serve 
Democrats in a Republican controlled Senate. In the state legislature, Democrats lost their 
veto-proof supermajority. Shaw said Republicans picked up a net of four positions in the 
legislature, which may not have been worth the $60-plus million spent by Rauner and 
PACs to earn those seats. He said every Republican ad pointed toward negatives about 
House Speaker Mike Madigan. Lester said Madigan has been in power since the early 
80’s, and now there’s a question whether his political liability outweighs his political 
power. Shaw didn’t think so, but wondered whether the two sides will finally solve the 
budget issues. He said Democrats will expect the governor to produce a plan and react, 
rather than the other way around.   

VIII. ENVIRONMENT

At Issue
October 22 and 23, 2016
Guests: Fidel Marquez, Sr VP for Governmental Affairs ComEd   
             Abe Scarr, Director Illinois Public Interest Research Group
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program discussed ComEd’s proposal to change the way it charges 
customers for electricity, through “demand pricing.” Marquez said this is about the use of 
the grid, rather than the use of energy itself. He said this is part of a broader package 
before legislators that would incentivize use of solar energy, double energy efficiency 
and create cleaner energy. Marquez said the current pricing system is antiquated, and will 
hurt those who can least afford it. Energy is supplied by dozens of generators in Illinois, 
but Marquez said this is about the grid costs, which don’t change regardless of how much 
energy customers use. This would reallocate the cost of the stress each customer puts on 
the grid. He said there would be no additional revenue for ComEd, but reallocating the 
grid costs. Scarr’s group disagrees this is the way to go. He said it would be confusing for 
customers and difficult to understand. It is based on maximum use at any moment in a 
given 30 minute period. He said one big spike could be very expensive. Marquez said 
actually they will average all the 30 minute period during weekdays. He said the fixed 
charge each month would drop 50 percent. He said their data says three-quarters of low 
income customers would see a cost reduction. He admitted there would need to be an 
education process for customers to learn how to keep their costs down. Scarr said a 
comparison of people using the same amount of energy but at different times of day, 
could lead to widely different bills—one more than double the other. Dellimore asked 



Issues and Programs Report Fourth Quarter, 2016

Page 21

how people would know what they did wrong to get a higher than expected bill. Marquez 
said the amount of information will be greater, and when usage is getting to a certain 
level people could be warned via alerts to their phones or other ways. Scarr said even 
with smart meters people can’t get a real-time measure on their demand on the system. 
He said some utilities around the country have proposed providing data a day later, but he 
said for most customers this idea will be difficult to understand, or take action to lower 
their bills. Marquez said what they’re proposing wouldn’t take effect until 2019. That 
gives them time to educate people, showing them shadow bills---showing what the 
difference would be under the new system.  

At Issue
November 26 and 27, 2016
Guest: Tom Weisner, Retired Mayor of Aurora   
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Tom Weisner was Mayor of Aurora for 12 years. He retired due to his battle with 
cancer. Weisner reflected back on changes and developments during tenure. A casino was 
built, the Paramount Theater has picked up usage dramatically (seven fold) thanks to 
adding Broadway series programs. An old industrial area along the riverfront was 
converted RiverEdge Park, a music and event venue which has drawn people downtown, 
aided by a drop in crime the last few years. He said downtown is now beautiful and safe 
and the community is being transformed. The Roundhouse restaurant and other 
restaurants, he said, on music nights, are jammed. So Aurora’s economy has picked up. 
He said retail in Aurora was in a sad state of affairs for years, is now growing. Weisner 
said he’s proud of the job they’ve done in the neighborhoods with park space and 
amenities. He also talked about a crime-free housing ordinance requiring licenses for 
multi-family units after facing landlords who failed to properly maintain properties. Part 
of that licensing process involves classes. He said that has led to a visual and spiritual 
impact on neighborhoods. He said their old library has been converted to center 
employing 100 millennials servicing high tech customers. He said it has been important 
to draw millennials for a workforce. That includes an Elks building that was off the tax 
rolls for 20 years, converted to 29 apartments. They’ve added bike paths, jobs and 
housing to attract millennials where they’ll be a short distance from Chicago but can live 
much more affordably. Weisner said Aurora has a population of 200,000, the second 
most populated city in Illinois. He said police officers, even with growth, have stayed 
close to the community. Weisner said since the rough times of the early 2000’s, shootings 
are down 50 percent, and they went from 25 homicides in 2002 to zero in 2012, and the 
last few years homicides have been below the national average. Weisner said Aurora is 
on the right track and now needs to keep momentum going, with focus on the arts to help 
in the revitalization of the city. On the topic of regional cooperation among Chicago and 
the suburbs, Dellimore mentioned that was a high priority with Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley. Under Rahm Emanuel, Weisner said when they have mutual interests on topics 
such as pension reform, the relationship has been good. But he also said market forces 
have changed, and millennials want the urban experience so clearly Chicago has drawn 
some suburban businesses downtown. Another regional issue, he said, is water supply. 
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He said the water supply is dwindling rapidly from aquafers. He said the Fox River is 
supplying much of water in the western suburbs, but he pointed to Joliet as a city that 
continues to draw down the aquafers, which will cause problems not only for residents, 
but also for businesses. He said that could lead to a loss of industry for the area unless 
changes are made. He also said water conservation ordinances are important.   

WXRT PSAs that ran during the 4th quarter of 2016
Dominican University – 10/17 2:15a, 10/22 4:45a, 10/27 2:45a, 10/31 4:15a, 11/5 
5:15a
University of Chicago – 10/15 2:15a, 10/23 5:15a, 10/28 2:15a, 11/1 3:45a, 11/6 
2:45a
Metropolis School of Performing Arts – 10/20 3:15a, 10/25 2:45a, 10/30 4:15a, 11/5 
2:15a, 11/9 2:15a
Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 11/3 4:15a, 11/7 3:15a, 11/10 3:45a
University of Illinois at Chicago – 10/29 3:45a, 11/2 4:45a, 11/6 5:45a, 11/8 12:50p
Timeline Theatre – 10/8 2:15a, 10/11 4:15a, 10/16 3:45a, 10/22 3:15a, 10/26 4:45a
2112 Gallery – 10/8 2:45a, 10/11 4:45a, 10/16 3:15a, 10/22 2:45a, 10/26 4:15a
PAWS Chicago – 10/20 3:45a, 10/25 3:15a, 10/28 11:50a, 11/2 2:45a, 11/6 3:15a
Chicago Cultural Center – 10/29 3:15a, 11/2 4:15a, 11/6 5:15a, 11/11 3:15a, 11/14 
3:15a
Goodman Theatre – 11/4 4:45a, 11/8 3:15a, 11/11 4:45a, 11/14 4:45a, 11/18 4:15a
Adler Planetarium – 10/28 3:15a, 11/1 4:45a, 11/6 3:45a, 11/10 2:15a, 11/13 2:50a
Jazz Record Art Collective – 11/3 2:15a, 11/6 4:15a, 11/10 2:45a, 11/13 3:45a, 11/15 
12:50p
Matching Donors – 10/25 4:45a, 10/30 3:15a, 11/5 2:45a, 11/8 3:45a, 11/12 5:15a
US Department of Health – 10/30 3:45a, 11/5 3:15a, 11/8 4:45a, 11/11 11:20a, 11/15 
2:15a
University of Chicago – 11/12 3:15a, 11/14 11:50a, 11/18 4:45a
American Heart Association – 10/19 3:15a, 10/23 5:15a, 10/27 4:15a, 11/1 2:15a, 
11/5 5:45a
Chicago Children’s Theatre – 11/12 4:45a, 11/15 4:45a
United Spinal Association – 10/19 3:45a, 10/23 5:15a, 10/27 4:45a, 11/1 2:45a, 11/6 
2:15a
Factory Theater – 10/29 4:45a, 11/4 4:15a, 11/8 2:45a, 11/11 4:15a, 11/14 4:15a
Field Museum – 11/3 3:45a, 11/7 2:45a, 11/11 2:45a, 11/14 2:45a, 11/18 2:45a
Lakeside Singers – 11/16 2:15a, 11/20 4:45a, 11/25 3:15a, 11/29 4:15a
Contempo – 11/12 2:45a, 11/15 3:15a, 11/20 3:15a, 11/25 2:15a, 11/29 3:45a
AIDS Foundation of Chicago – 11/3 2:45a, 11/6 4:45a, 11/9 11:50a, 11/13 4:15a, 
11/17 3:45a
Jazz Record Art Collective – 11/20 2:15a, 11/23 4:45a, 11/27 5:15a, 11/29 11:50a
US Department of Agriculture – 10/29 5:45a, 11/4 2:45a, 11/7 4:45a, 11/10 4:15a, 
11/13 4:45a
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American Institute for Cancer Research – 10/29 5:15a, 11/4 2:15a, 11/7 4:15a, 11/10 
4:45a, 11/17 4:45a
Dominican University – 11/19 2:15a, 11/22 4:15a, 11/27 2:15a, 12/1 2:15a
Northwestern University – 11/7 2:15a, 11/10 3:15a, 11/13 5:45a, 11/18 2:15a, 11/22 
2:45a
Tower Chorale – 11/19 2:45a, 11/23 2:45a, 11/27 2:45a, 12/1 3:45a
Elmhurst College – 11/20 2:45a, 11/25 2:45a, 11/29 4:15a, 12/1 11:50a
Humane Society – 11/3 4:45a, 11/7 3:45a, 11/11 2:15a, 11/14 2:15a, 11/17 4:15a
West Suburban Symphony – 11/12 2:15a, 11/15 2:45a, 11/20 3:45a, 11/25 4:15a, 
11/30 2:45a
Women & Children 1st – 11/19 5:15a, 11/27 4:45a, 12/3 4:45a, 12/5 12:50p, 12/10 
5:15a
Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 11/19 5:45a, 11/23 4:15a, 11/27 5:45a, 12/3 5:45a, 
12/7 4:15a
Metropolis – 11/12 3:45a, 11/15 3:45a, 11/20 4:15a, 11/26 2:15a, 11/30 3:45a
Lambs Farm – 11/16 3:45a, 11/21 2:45a, 11/25 11:50a, 11/30 3:15a, 12/15 2:45a
Peggy Notebaert Museum – 11/12 4:15a, 11/15 4:15a, 11/21 2:15a, 11/26 2:45a, 
11/30 4:15a
Chicago Acapella – 11/16 4:15a, 11/21 3:15a, 11/26 3:15a, 11/30 4:45a, 12/5 4:15a
Community Museum – 12/10 2:45a, 12/12 11:50a
St. Peter & Paul Church – 12/3 3:45a, 12/7 3:15a, 12/11 5:45a, 12/16 4:45a
Chicago Cultural Center – 12/2 2:45a, 12/6 2:15a, 12/14 2:45a
Dominican University – 12/10 3:15a, 12/13 12:50p
Chicago History Museum – 11/19 3:15a, 11/22 4:45a, 11/28 3:45a, 12/4 5:45a, 12/9 
2:45a
United Way – 11/16 3:15a, 11/20 5:45a, 11/25 3:45a, 11/30 2:15a, 12/9 3:45a
Steppenwolf Theatre – 11/29 3:45a, 11/23 3:15a, 11/28 3:15a, 12/4 2:45a, 12/8 2:45a
Companion Animal Society – 11/16 2:45a, 11/20 5:15a, 11/23 11:50a, 11/28 2:45a, 
12/4 2:15a
City of Chicago – 12/2 4:45a, 12/6 4:45a, 12/12 2:15a
ACLU Illinois – 11/28 4:15a, 12/4 3:45a, 12/8 4:45a, 12/13 2:45a, 12/17 4:15a
Chicago Symphony Center – 12/10 2:45a, 12/13 4:15a, 12/17 5:15a
Millennium Park – 12/10 3:45a, 12/13 4:45a, 12/17 5:45a
US Department of Health & Human Services – 11/27 3:45a, 12/1 4:45a, 12/10 5:45a, 
12/14 3:15a, 12/18 2:45a
Metropolis Center for the Arts – 12/3 3:15a, 12/7 2:45a, 12/11 4:15a, 12/14 11:50a, 
12/18 4:45a
American Parkinson’s Disease Association – 11/19 4:45a, 11/23 3:45a, 11/27 4:15a, 
12/3 4:15a, 12/7 3:45a
United Way – 11/24 4:45a, 11/29 3:15a, 12/4 5:15a, 12/9 2:15a, 12/13 3:15a
Museum of Science and Industry – 12/8 3:45a, 12/12 4:45a, 12/17 2:45a, 12/20 3:45a, 
12/21 11:50a
March of Dimes – 11/24 3:15a, 11/28 4:45a, 12/4 3:15a, 12/8 4:15a, 12/13 2:15a
Goodman Theatre – 11/24 4:15a, 11/29 2:45a, 12/4 4:45a, 12/7 11:50a, 12/12 2:45a

                   


