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AGRICULTURE / ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 
Turkey Recall 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 

 

A company is recalling a brand of ground turkey sold at Publix and Aldi 

stores.  The recall is for ground turkey produced by Prestige Foods.  The U.S. 

Department of Agriculture says metal shavings were found in a package last 

month.  The recall is for ground turkey produced on September 25 and 26.  

The USDA says if you purchased the product return it to the store you 

purchased it for a refund.   

 

 

 

Boone Lake 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Valley Authority released its update for October on its 

progress repairing Boone Dam.  In its monthly newsletter, TVA says you will 



continue to see trucks rolling onto the site with loads of stone.  Already 4,000 

tons of stone have been used to construct the dam’s bank, also known as its 

berm.  This is the first part of the plans to widen the top of the dam.  The 

TVA is now well into year 2 of its plan to repair Boone Dam after 

discovering it was seeping water.  TVA also announced Boone Lake Marina 

earned Tennessee Clean Marina certification.  It’s the only marina on Boone 

Lake with the certification. 

 

 

 

Chimney Tops Trail Reopens 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.4.17 

 

 

 

A national park trail where a fire started and skipped miles to contribute to 

last year’s deadly wildfires in Sevier County is reopening.  Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park announced Chimney Tops Trail will reopen Friday.  

It will be the first time people have been allowed on the trail since November.  

That’s when wildfires contributed to the deaths of 14 people and caused up to 

2 billion dollars in damage in the Gatlinburg area.  A quarter mile section of 

the trail remains closed. 

 

 

 

Eastman 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.4.17 

 



 

 

Around 10:30 this morning, Eastman said there were 2 explosions and a fire 

in the Coal Gasification Operations area at the Kingsport plant.  A shelter in 

place alert for people in and around the plant has been lifted tonight.  The 

company says it’s safe to be outdoors and to use your HVAC system in your 

home.  Eastman said there were no injuries, no negative impact on human 

health and no long term environmental impact.  Eastman said state and 

federal environmental officials are monitoring today’s events.  Eastman said 

it idled parts of the plant today as a precaution.   

 

 

 

 

Alf the Giraffe 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.6.17 

 

 

 

A zoo in Limestone ended the sale of a giraffe after it received backlash from 

an animal rights group.  Bright’s Zoo planned to sell Alf, a young male 

giraffe, to a facility in Texas.  PETA said it urged the zoo not to ship Alf to 

the facility.  Bright’s Zoo posed on its Facebook page, “Due to a heavy 

volume of animal rights activists, Bright’s Zoo and wildlife partners agreed to 

end the sale of Alf.”  The zoo said it felt confident Alf would have been in 

great hands at Wildlife Partners in Texas.  Now, Bright’s Zoo says it will 

break ground on a new giraffe barn.  It says, “Wildlife Partners has agreed to 

sell us a female giraffe no related to Alf in the next 2 years.  This will be a 

huge expense for the zoo, but we have been left with little to no choice in this 

matter.”  The zoo is now trying to raise money to build the new facility. 

 

 



 

US Cherokee Forest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.17 

 

 

 

Warnings of hazardous conditions are coming in from other areas of our 

region because of Hurricane Nate.  Visitors in Cherokee National Forest have 

been notified to vacate the area until the storm passes.  The advisory includes 

all campgrounds, trails and other areas of the Cherokee National Forest.  The 

storm advisory warns of the potential for flash flooding, strong winds and 

downed trees. 

 

 

 

Eastman Latest 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.9.17 

 

 

 

Eastman Chemical Company released a report estimating cleanup costs after 

explosions rocked the company’s Kingsport plant last week.  The report 

shows the company expects to take a multi-million dollar hit to profits.  It 

expects to lose between $50 million and $100 million by the end of the year 

due to the incident.   

 

 

 



Bays Mountain 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.10.17 

 

 

 

Officials at Bays Mountain Park says the predicted peak time to view the 

changing colors of the leaves is today through October 20.  Bays Mountain 

Park officials say the mountain has 110 tree species.  They add that 

combination and differing pigment levels creates this beautiful array of 

colors.  Bays Mountain Park officials invite you to head to Kingsport to enjoy 

the changing colors by going on a hike, taking a bike ride or boarding the 

park’s barge. 

 

 

 

Boone Lake Cleanup 

Length:  1:05 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities organization that’s worked for decades to protect Boone Lake 

says it is running dangerously low on funds.  That could have a big 

environmental impact unless communities step up and lend a hand.  The 

Boone Lake Association asked the Johnson City Commission for nearly 

$10,000.  The association says the money is needed to pay 3 people to work 5 

days a week removing trash from the lake.  A spokesperson said the cleanup 

keeps Boone Lake safe for the public.   

 



 

 

Burn Permits TN 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

Wildfire season begins in Tennessee this Sunday and state forestry officials 

remind you outdoor burning permits will be required.  The permits are free 

and issued by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture Division of Forestry 

when conditions are safe to burn.  You can get one online at burnsafetn.org.  

Burn permits are required through May 15.  Fall wildfire season in Virginia 

also begins Sunday.  It runs through November 30th. 

 

 

 

Fall Colors 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 

Trip Advisor says some of the best places to see fall colors are within a day’s 

drive of the Tri-Cities region.  Gatlinburg and Nashville are both on the Trip 

Advisor list of “15 Best American Cities for Viewing Autumn Foliage.”  

Asheville, North Carolina is also on the list.   

 

 

 



Earthquake Drill 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  10.18.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee Emergency Management Director Patrick Sheehan says a major 

earthquake is the state’s top catastrophic threat that can happen at any time.  

Tomorrow, Tennessee is one of 14 states participating in the 7th annual Great 

Central U.S. Shakeout Drill to raise awareness about earthquake 

preparedness.  During the event, participants will learn how to protect 

themselves during a quake with the “Drop, Cover and Hold On” technique.  

That’s drop to the ground, cover under something sturdy, and hold on  until 

the shaking stops.  You can take part in the Shakeout event live on Facebook 

at TN Disaster info.  It starts at 11:15. 

 

 

 

New Water Tunnel 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.19.17 

 

 

 

Kingsport city leaders cut the ribbon today on a $14 million project to 

improve the reliability of Kingsport’s water supply.  City crews spent the past 

year and a half constructing a new tunnel and pump station to carry river 

water to Kingsport’s water plant by gravity.  Project officials say doing so 

will ensure safe and reliable water for city customers both now and for 

generations to come.  Now, instead of moving water from the South Fork of 



the Holston River over a cliff using decades-old vertical pipes, it’s flowing by 

gravity through the new multi-million dollar tunnel. 

 

 

 

Pollution 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

New research finds pollution was linked to nine million deaths worldwide in 

2015.  A study in the Lancet says the fine particles in air pollution are the 

biggest threat.  Author Philip Landrigan says those diseases include heart 

disease, stroke and lung cancer and that cleaning up pollution needs to be a 

higher priority around the world. 

 

 

 

Veggie Recall 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.23.17 

 

 

 

A leading vegetable supplier in California is voluntarily recalling products 

that might have been contaminated with listeria.  The Mann Packing recall 

involves bags of mixed produce sold at several supermarkets across the 

United States and Canada including Walmart, Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s and 

Meijer. 



 

 

 

U.S. Nitrogen Complaint 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.24.17 

 

 

 

A company that makes industrial explosives in Greene County has been hit 

with yet another fine by the state.  According to documents from the 

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, U.S. Nitrogen is 

ordered to pay $1500 for not following a natural gas burner limit.  Greene 

County Commissioner Eddie Jennings recently brought forth a resolution to 

create and environmental board that would give people in the surrounding 

community the opportunity to interact with administrators at U.S. Nitrogen.  

The resolution did not pass.  Jennings says he plans to hold a town hall 

meeting in Midway to hear concerns about U.S. Nitrogen from people living 

in that community. 

 

 

 

Boone Lake Cleanup 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.1.17 

 

 

 

The Boone Lake Association says it is in dire need of funding and will take 

its case in front of both the Washington and Sullivan County Commissions.  



After Tennessee Valley Authority announced long-term repair plans for 

Boone Dam that also resulted in the draw-down of Boone Lake, upkeep 

funds have dwindled.  The Boone Lake Association says more money is 

needed to maintain the waterway all year.  The association plans to ask for 

nearly $22,000 from Washington County and $34,000 from Sullivan County.  

Boone Lake Association members hope to present their proposal before both 

county commissions this month. 

 

 

 

Controlled Burn 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

Some of you called us this evening concerned about a fire in Abingdon.  We 

went to check things out, and this is what we found on Porterfield Highway 

at the old Builder’s Supermarket.  It looks like a pretty ferocious fire, but 

firefighters told us it is a controlled burn.  They’re on the scene to make sure 

the fire does not spread. 

 

 

 

Wildfire Anniversary 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 



November 28 will mark one year since wildfires destroyed parts of Sevier 

County.  Tomorrow, the city of Pigeon Forge will honor the first responders 

who saved many lives that night.  More than 300 first responders from 64 fire 

stations across the state will attend the ceremony at Patriot Park.  Today, 

Gatlinburg and Sevier County announced they will hold a memorial 

ceremony November 28 to honor the 14 people who died.   

 

 

 

Livestock Sitting 

Length:  2:00 

Format: Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 

 

A young man in East Bridgewater, Massachusetts saw a business opportunity 

in people’s backyard farms.  Now, he’s a livestock sitter.  He deals with 

chickens, sheep, horses, alpacas, llamas, emus, turkeys – you name it, he’s 

watched it.  Tyler Dalton’s business is Roosts to Ranches.  His clients say his 

work allows them to actually do things other than farm all the time.  For a 

modest price, Tyler feeds, catches and cares for just about any animal.   

 

 

 

Rogersville Gas Spill 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.17 

 

 

 



A Rogersville road is back open after a gas spill.  East Main Street was closed 

at Liberty Market for over an hour while crews cleaned up 49 gallons of 

gasoline.  Hawkins County Emergency Management Director Gary Murrell 

said it appeared the gas pump broke, releasing the gas.  The spill was no 

danger to the environment – according to the EMA director. 

 

 

 

Mystery Illness 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.17 

 

 

 

A mystery substance caused several employees of a local medical center to 

get sick today.  First responders and hazardous materials crews surrounded 

Rural Health Medical Center in Rogersville this afternoon.  The building was 

evacuated after some employees complained of headaches and nausea.  Nine 

people were taken to a nearby hospital for treatment.  They were treated and 

released.  Rogersville police told us Rural Health called and said a patient 

came into the facility with a strong odor.  Police said the employee caring for 

him and other staff members became ill.  Police said the patient told officers 

he had been stripping his floor with bleach and a mixture of other cleaners.  

The substance that caused the illnesses has not been identified yet.  However, 

emergency teams deemed the building safe, and it will reopen tomorrow. 

 

 

 

Stoney Creek Water 

Length:  :34 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation cited Dry 

Hollow Water Association in Carter County.  T-DEC says the company is 

serving water to customers without treating it or monitoring for 

contaminants.  T-DEC issued the citation on October 17.  We’re told E.coli 

was found in the water that goes to 39 homes and impacts about 92 people.  A 

boil water advisory is in effect for people in that area.  Dry Hollow Water 

Association has 30 days to respond to the problem or the state will fine the 

company $52,900. 

 

 

 

Bear in Gray 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.11.17 

 

 

 

A family in Gray had an unexpected visitor this afternoon.  Just feet away 

from their door, a bear appeared.  Pierce Browning says the bear wandered 

around their property for about an hour.  He says he’s lived in this house 10 

years and has never seen a bear in the area before.   

 

 

 

Johnson City Bike Park 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  11.13.17 

 

 

 

The first mountain biking trail in the Tri-Cities region is under construction 

near downtown Johnson City.  Now, the man spearheading the project wants 

funding to make the park bigger.  The Tannery Knobs Bike Parks is on land 

donated by developer Grant Summers.  The City of Johnson City paid for the 

first phase of design and construction.  Tonight, Summers asked 

commissioners to support the expansion of the project from a six mile trail to 

an eight mile trail with a pavilion and parking.  Summers asked the city to 

back an almost one million dollar expansion of the current bike park plan.  

Commissioners asked for more specifics and indicated they might vote to 

approve the expansion next month.    

 

 

 

Virginia Power Plants 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.17 

 

 

 

Virginia regulators took the first steps toward a plan that would make 

Virginia the first southern state with a carbon cap – and – trade program.  The 

program would cut carbon emissions from power plants.  The Virginia Air 

Pollution Control Board voted in favor of the regulation today.  It would cap 

emissions from most plants starting in the year 2020 and then require a 30% 

reduction over a decade.  Virginia would participate in the regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a program made up of mostly northeastern states.  

Governor Terry McAuliffe ordered the development of the regulation earlier 

this year in response to the Trump Administration rolling back Obama era 

rules on emissions.   



 

 

 

Jamie Fox 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

Bays Mountain in Kingsport has a new resident for park goers to enjoy 

during their visit.  Jamie Fox now calls Bays Mountain home.  Jamie is a red 

fox that has been at the park for about 3 months.  Today marked his first day 

in an open exhibit.  While he is a red fox, he shows more signs of a silver fox 

because of a genetic mutation that alters his coloring.  The park says Jamie is 

a great addition.  Jamie Fox is about a year old.  You can visit him during 

normal park operating hours.   

 

 

 

Exeter, VA Boil Water Notice 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

Crews on the scene of a major train derailment in southwest Virginia are 

making significant progress cleaning up the site.  That’s the word from the 

scene tonight in the Exeter Community of Wise County.  Four Norfolk 

Southern coal cars overturned into Pigeon Creek, dumping 400 tons of coal 

into the water.  Norfolk Southern says the cars have been removed from the 



creek and they are working with officials to clean up the mess.  The cause of 

the derailment remains under investigation.  Tonight, Route 68 in Exeter 

remains closed.  A main water line in the area broke this morning at the train 

derailment site.  Water has been restored, but people in Exeter are advised to 

bring their water to a rolling boil for at least a minute before they use it.  The 

county will notify the community through reverse 911 and on the Appalachia 

Fire Department’s Facebook page when the boil alert is lifted.  It’s unclear 

tonight if there’s a connection between the derailment and the water line 

break. 

 

 

 

Turkey Pardon 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.21.17 

 

 

 

President Trump used his pardoning power to spare a couple of turkeys from 

the Thanksgiving table.  It’s his first time carrying out the annual White 

House tradition.  The two turkeys are Drumstick and Wishbone.  They will 

spend the rest of their days at Virginia Tech’s Gobblers Rest.  They join Tater 

and Tot, the two turkeys pardoned last year by President Barack Obama.  

President Trump said although he has overturned several of his predecessor’s 

executive orders, he would let the turkeys’ pardons stand. 

 

 

 

Coffee for Fuel 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  7:30pm 



Air Date:  11.23.17 

 

 

 

The average American drinks about 3 cups of coffee a day, leaving behind 

tons of coffee ground waste each year.  Now, in Britain, they are turning that 

waste into bio-fuels that help run some of London’s famous double-decker 

buses.  Bio-bean makes coffee oil, which is then blended and turned into bio-

diesel by Argent Energy.  The company’s bio-fuel blend is called B-20 and is 

made up of 80% mineral fuel and a 20% oil component from the coffee 

waste.  This week, London’s transport system rolled out plans to run some of 

its buses with it.  Bio-Bean says its fuel blend can be used without altering 

bus engines, gas tanks or the factories where the coffee waste is recycled.   

 

 

 

Boil Water Advisory Lifted 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud   

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.23.17 

 

 

 

Emergency officials lifted a boil alert for people who live in the southwest 

Virginia community of Exeter.  The Wise County Emergency Management 

Agency issued the alert Monday after a main water line broke.  Officials 

announced today the advisory is no longer in effect and water no longer has 

to be boiled before consumption. 

 

 

 

Christmas Tree Shortage 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 



Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.25.17 

 

 

 

Farmers are warning you may want to pick up your Christmas tree early this 

year.  A nationwide shortage of trees may leave some people a little less jolly 

this year.  One farmer said a tight economy and less demand for real trees a 

decade ago hurt the industry.  Now, we are seeing the repercussions of trees 

not going into the ground.  Jimmy Coan, Owner of Papa Noel Trees, says he 

usually ships in a few thousand trees from Oregon and Washington to sell at 

his 6 lots around Austin, TX.  This year, he could only get 500.  He’s 

importing as many as he can from North Carolina, but he says everyone will 

run out of trees this year.   

 

 

 

Coyote Sightings 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.28.17 

 

 

 

People who live in some of the busiest parts of Johnson City say an animal 

with long claws and sharp teeth is threatening their pets.  We’re talking about 

coyotes, and we took your concerns to the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 

Agency.  Ann Wood recently increased supervision of  her dog, Gracie, after 

two separate coyote attacks.  TWRA says coyotes are moving into cities as 

more people spread into urban areas.  One TWRA officer told us, “Just don’t 

make them feel welcome, and they’re probably going to leave you alone.”  

Wildlife officers say if you come into contact with coyotes, you should make 



loud noises to scare them away.  TWRA says you can trap and kill them year 

around as long as you follow local and state laws. 

 

 

 

Controlled Burn 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 

 

 

Many of you reached out to News Channel 11 about seeing large areas of 

smoke around Stone Mountain in Carter County.  The U.S. Forestry Service 

says it was conducting a controlled burn that involved around 150 acres.  The 

action is to prevent brush fires.  Crews say more controlled burns are 

expected during the next 2 days. 

 

 

 

Coal Spill 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.4.17 

 

 

 

Norfolk Southern says while cleanup does continue, crews have removed all 

the coal dumped into a Wise County creek when a train derailed on 

November 18.  A spokesperson for NS says the 400 tons of coal spilled into 

Pigeon Creek has been cleaned up.  NS also says it has cleaned up around 

3100 tons of coal spilled around the train tracks where the derailment 



happened.  It hopes to have the rest of the coal, about 700 tons, cleaned up by 

early next week. 

 

 

 

Lead in Water 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 

 

 

 

South Elizabethton Utility has found high levels of drinking water in two 

homes served by the utility.  Twenty homes were tested and 2 were found to 

have lead in the water.  If you have questions about your water and live in the 

area served by the utility, contact the South Elizabethton Utility.  You can 

find information about lead in water on the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s website – EPA.gov. 

 

 

 

Boone Dam Update 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 

 

 

 

Construction continues on both sides of the embankment at Boone Dam.  

More than 60,000 tons of stone has been put down at the dam.  Extensive 

work is underway on the less visible downstream side of the dam.  New 

construction is adding stability before work begins on the underground cutoff 



wall.  It will be a few more years before work at Boone Dam is done.  

Officials with the Tennessee Valley Authority tell  us TVA expects the entire 

project to wrap up by 2022.  The TVA is completing the final design of the 

cutoff wall which will help strengthen the dam against erosion and 

underground seepage. 

 

 

 

Pollution 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.11.17 

 

 

 

A study in the Journal of Pediatrics shows women exposed to air pollution 

one month before or after conception have an increased risk of their babies 

being born with birth defects like a cleft lip or abnormal hearts. 

 

 

 

USDA Homeopathic Remedies 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.17 

 

 

 

U.S. health officials plan to crack down on unproven alternative remedies 

containing dangerous ingredients.  The Food and Drug Administration issued 

a new proposal for regulating homeopathic medicines.  These medicines are 

treated as drugs under law but are not supported by modern science.  The 



FDA plans to target products that pose the highest safety risks.  Under the 

plan, a vast majority of low-risk products would remain on the market, 

including popular brands like Zicam Allergy Relief and Cold-Eeze. 

 

 

 

Wildfires 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.20.17 

 

 

 

Insufficient warning by Great Smoky Mountains National Park Officials 

contributed to dramatically less time to evacuate during the November 2016 

Sevier County wildfires.  That's the finding of an outside review ordered by 

the City of Gatlinburg and Sevier County.  The report said more timely and 

accurate communication from park officials would have helped the city 

prepare sooner.  The review also said reliance on limited information from 

the National Weather Service and park officials meant the speed and severity 

of the fires were inaccurate.  Hurricane force winds blew embers several 

miles from the park into Gatlinburg and brought down power lines which 

sparked more fires.  The fires killed 14 people and destroyed around 2500 

buildings. 

 

 

 

Air Pollution 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.27.17 

 



 

 

Air pollution can lead to health problems, but Harvard researchers say older 

Americans in areas with even low levels of air pollution have a higher risk of 

premature death.  The study published in the Journal of the American 

Medical Association finds the risk is even higher among elderly who are low 

income, female or black. 

 

 

 

Eastman Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.27.17 

 

 

 

Eastman Chemical Company says its badly damaged coal gasification plant is 

now in the process of restarting.  Eastman says back in October, a process 

upset caused an explosion at the plant.  Earlier this quarter, a company report 

showed Eastman expected to take a multi-million dollar hit to their profits 

due to the explosion.  Eastman expects the plant to be at full production early 

next year. 

 

 



ALCOHOL TOBACCO & FIREARMS 

 

 

 
Ammunition Bust 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.17 

 

 

 

What was meant to be a regular traffic stop turned into an unexpected 

discovery for the Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s Office.  Deputies 

say they found 900 rounds of ammunition, survival gear, and loaded 

automatic weapons in a man’s car.  It happened early this morning along Old 

Jonesborough Highway.  Officers say they pulled over 43-year old Scott 

Edmisten for speeding.  He was clocked going 55 miles per hour in a 30 mile 

per hour zone around 4 am.  Investigators say every clip and gun was loaded 

and some of the guns did not have serial numbers.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal told 

us it took hours to count all the items.  Edmisten faces charges of evading 

arrest and possession of prohibited weapons.  He’s being held in jail tonight 

without bond. 

 

 

 

Smoking vs. Electronic Cigarettes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 



 

 

A new study suggests smokers could add years to their lives if they switch to 

e-cigarettes or vaping.  Scientists at Georgetown University found 

substituting cigarettes with e-cigarettes over a 10 year period would lead to 

6.5 million fewer premature deaths. 

 

 

 

Suspicious Package 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.6.17 

 

 

 

Police just cleared the scene after shutting down a Tri-Cities Walmart for 

hours tonight.  Police shut down the store in Bristol, Virginia off Exit 7 of 

Interstate 81 after Washington County, Virginia Sheriff Fred Newman said 

someone spotted what appeared to be a pressure cooker in the parking lot.  

Federal, state and local law enforcement shut down the store while a bomb 

squad used a robot to examine the device.  Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms 

agents determined the item was not an explosive and began clearing the scene 

around 10 this evening.   

 

 

 

Push for Ammunition Law 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 



 

 

House democrats say fewer bullets mean fewer deaths.  That is the case they 

are trying to make for their new bill that would ban high capacity magazines 

that hold more than 10 bullets.  It’s called the Keep Americans Safe Act.  It 

will be extremely difficult for these lawmakers to get the support they need to 

pass the proposal in a republican controlled Congress.  High capacity 

magazines were against the law from 1994 to 2004.  Thirteen years ago that 

law expired and Congress did not renew it.   

 

 

 

Heat Not Burn Tobacco 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

Public health researchers are watching the explosive rise of what’s known as 

heat not burn tobacco.  The new type of cigarettes heat tobacco leaves to 500 

degrees to produce an inhalable aerosol.  Based on the increase in Google 

searches, researchers at San Diego State University predict heat not burn 

tobacco may become more popular than electronic cigarettes. 

 

 

 

Barley 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  10.18.17 

 



 

 

A new business will soon open its doors in downtown Johnson City.  Barley 

Waters Craft Beer Market is located on the first floor of the old Tennessee 

National Bank building on East Main Street.  Customers will be able to 

choose from more than 200 craft beers – 32 of the on tap.  You will be able to 

enjoy a beer at Barley Waters, and if you find one you like, you can buy it to 

take home.  Owners hope to open next week. 

 

 

 

Bump Stocks – Tennessee 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.18.17 

 

 

 

Two state lawmakers in Tennessee are introducing a bill that would ban bump 

stocks across the state.  A bump stock is an attachment that allows a semi-

automatic rifle to fire faster.  Investigators say the gunman in the mass 

shooting in Las Vegas used bump stock devices.  State Senator Lee Harris 

and Representative Dwayne Thompson filed the legislation to ban the device 

in Tennessee. 

 

 

 

NRA Insurance 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  10.19.17 

 



 

 

The National Rifle Association has launched a new insurance program for 

people who shoot someone. And it's stirring criticism from gun-control 

advocates who say it could foster more violence and give gun owners a false 

sense of security to shoot first and ask questions later.  The NRA's insurance, 

called "Carry Guard," offers coverage for civil and criminal costs associated 

with shootings that are described as happening in self-defense. A new gun-

control group called Guns Down is urging the two insurance companies that 

back the policies to drop out. 

 

 

 

Electronic Cigarettes 

Length:  :15 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

It’s possible that electronic cigarettes are just as dangerous for your health as 

the regular ones.  Research at UNC Chapel Hill says e-cigarettes may trigger 

damaging immune responses that can lead to lung disease. 

 

 

 

TN General Assembly Guns 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.17 

 

 



 

Tennessee State House and Senate leaders announced they will allow gun 

permit holders to carry their firearms on part of State Capitol grounds.  

Beforehand, the General Assembly strictly prohibited guns in all state 

buildings.  Lt. Governor Randy McNally and Speaker Beth Harwell said the 

change will take affect inside the new legislative building.  That’s where 

lawmakers have their offices.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol says gun 

permit holders must present their permit before they’re allowed to enter. 

 

 

 

Wise Co. Felons Restoration 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.17 

 

 

 

Tomorrow, a judge is set to hear a motion filed to subpoena top Virginia 

government officials involved in restoring felons’ right to possess a firearm.  

Wise County Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp filed the motion.  The 

subpoena is for Governor Terry McAuliffe, Lt. Governor Ralph Northam and 

the Secretary of the Commonwealth.  It’s for 5 cases involving felons seeking 

the restoration of their right to possess a firearm.  Slemp says he has 

questions about the McAuliffe Administration’s process to restore those 

rights. 

 

 

 

Missing Police Guns 

Length:  5:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  6pm 



Air Date:  11.2.17 

 

 

 

A News Channel 11 investigation found dozens of reports of law enforcement 

across Tennessee losing, misplacing or having their firearms stolen.  In one 

case in the Tri-Cities, an officer’s gun ended up in the hands of a felon at the 

scene of a violent crime.  Elizabethton Police Chief Jason Shaw told us a new 

officer, still in the academy, left that same pistol on the side compartment of 

his door inside his personal vehicle in Johnson City and someone stole it.  

The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office suspended a lieutenant in 2013 after 

someone broke into his police car and took his pistol, two vests and 

handcuffs.  Tusculum Police Chief Danny Gray left his gun in a personal car, 

and someone stole it, according to a police report.  He called it an unfortunate 

incident.  Public records identified at least 63 guns stolen from or lost by law 

enforcement in places across Tennessee since 2010.  Most are still missing 

today.  You can check to see which agencies reported guns lost, stolen or 

missing and if officers face discipline on our website, wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

Wise County Felons 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.2.17 

 

 

 

We have an update to Wise County Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp’s 

effort to keep guns out of the hands of felons.  A circuit court granted Slemp 

permission to request information from 5 felons.  Those felons claimed 

Governor Terry McAuliffe restored their rights through a 2016 Executive 

Order.  The Virginia Supreme Court struck down that order and said the 

governor must handle restoring rights on a case by case basis.  The court did 



not make a decision on Slemp’s motion to subpoena Virginia’s Governor, Lt. 

Governor or Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

 

 

 

Pot and Alcohol 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

Teenagers who are dependent on marijuana and alcohol are less likely to go 

to college, work full time or get married, according to a new study.  

Researchers from the University of Connecticut tracked over 1,000 12-year 

olds for more than 20 years.  Most participants had an alcoholic family 

member. 

 

 

 

Wise Co. Alcohol Referendum 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 

 

A majority of voters in Wise County, Virginia voted in favor of a referendum 

to allow wine and beer sales in the county on Sundays.  Almost 5 thousand 

people voted in favor of Sunday alcohol sales.  Forty-two percent of the 

people voted against it. 

 



 

 

Alcohol & Cancer 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

The nation’s top cancer doctors are now saying even one alcoholic drink a 

day may increase a person’s chances of cancer.  The Journal of Clinic 

Oncology says that drinking even a little bit can increase a woman’s risk of 

breast cancer and a common type of esophageal cancer.  Alcohol can cause an 

increase in estrogen, the essential hormone connected to the development of 

breast tissue which could affect the risk of breast cancer.  People who 

consume roughly 3.5 drinks or more a day are 2 to 3 times more likely to 

develop certain head, neck and liver cancers, according to the American 

Cancer Society.   

 

 

 

Sullivan County Gun Sale 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.15.17 

 

 

 

A local sheriff’s office will auction dozens of guns.  Some of them were 

seized during crime investigations.  The guns include an AK-47 semi-

automatic rifle.  The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office says it has more than 

100 guns, and they need to get rid of them.  The money collected during the 



sale will be divided between Kingsport, Bristol and Sullivan County.  The 

Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office will use its proceeds to help buy new 

equipment and cruisers.  There will be a firearms dealer on hand.  Licenses 

will be checked and background checks will be conducted.  Everything you 

have to do to buy a gun at a store, you will have to do at the auction.  The 

event will take place December 9 at the old Carolina Pottery building on 

Shadow Town Road in Blountville at 10:30.   

 

 

 

Gun Background Checks 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.17 

 

 

 

Nearly 2 weeks after gunfire at a Texas church, lawmakers announced a 

bipartisan bill that would tighten loopholes in the federal criminal 

background checks system.  Texas Republican Senator John Cornyn and 

Connecticut Democrat Chris Murphy proposed a bill they say will fix the 

background check system.  It penalizes federal agencies who fail to report 

criminal records to the national instant criminal background check system 

and encourages states to improve their reporting.   

 

 

 

Accidental Shooting 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.17 

 



 

 

Police say 2 people were accidentally shot at an East Tennessee church while 

they were discussing the recent church shooting in Texas.  It happened at 

First United Methodist Church I Tellico Plains.  Police say the church met for 

dinner and discussed the Texas shooting.  The topic of carrying came up and 

investigators said that led a man to unload his gun and pass it around the 

room.  Police say when he got the gun back and tried to reload it, it 

accidentally fired.  The bullet hit the man in the hand and his wife in the 

abdomen.  Police called their injuries non-life threatening. 

 

 

 

Gun Background Checks 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.23.17 

 

 

 

A change in policy made tens of thousands more Americans eligible to 

legally buy guns this year.  The FBI purged the names from the National 

Criminal Background Check Database.  That’s because the agency narrowed 

its interpretation of who is a fugitive from justice.  Firearms used to be off 

limits to anyone with an outstanding warrant.  Now, gun purchases can only 

be denied to fugitives who cross state lines.  The new rules could be short-

lived.  Attorney General Jeff Sessions ordered a comprehensive review of the 

database earlier this week. 

 

 

 

Cigars 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 

 

Cigars may be just as harmful and addictive as cigarettes.  Researchers from 

Penn State analyzed small or filtered cigars and found the level of nicotine in 

the smoke is similar to or greater than cigarette smoke. 

 

 

 

Gun Rights Bill 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 

 

House republicans are moving forward on legislation to expand gun owners’ 

rights.  The bill would allow a gun owner with a state issued concealed carry 

permit to carry a handgun in any state that allows concealed weapons.  The 

National Rifle Association supports the measure.  The House Judiciary 

Committee is scheduled to vote on the bill Wednesday. 

 

 

 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity Vote 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 



 

 

A bill that would force states to honor conceal carry permits from other states 

moved forward today.  The House Judiciary Committee approved the 

legislation.  Some congressmen say they’re concerned because the permitting 

process varies across the country.  For example, Tennessee requires most 

permit holders to be at least 21 years old, but in Mississippi and Alabama, the 

age is 18.  Republicans argue the patchwork of laws from state to state is 

difficult for legal gun owners to navigate.  The bill also needs to be approved 

in the Senate where it needs democratic votes to pass. 

 

 

 

Electronic Cigarettes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.4.17 

 

 

 

Teenagers who use e-cigarettes are at a higher risk for getting hooked on 

traditional cigarettes.  A study in the Journal Pediatrics followed 800 high 

school students over 3 years.  It found the use of e-cigarettes was a 

significant predictor of which students would eventually smoke regular 

cigarettes. 

 

 

 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 



 

 

 

Legislation that would allow you to conceal carry legally in both Virginia and 

Tennessee is headed to the House floor.  A committee voted the legislation 

through today.  The bill makes it easier for concealed carry permit holders to 

move from state to state.  Opponents say the bill forces states with tighter 

restrictions to accept weaker gun laws.  The House is expected to vote on the 

bill tomorrow. 

 

 

 

Bump Stock 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.6.17 

 

 

 

Bump stocks modify semi-automatic weapons so they fire like automatic 

ones.  They were used in the Las Vegas shooting earlier this fall where 58 

people were killed.  A senate committee talked about banning the devices 

today.  Senator Dianne Feinstein authored the bill.  About half of the victims 

were from California.  Republican Senators want the Bureau of Alcohol 

Tobacco and Firearms to regulate bump stocks rather than Congress passing a 

new law to ban them.  Some lawmakers say a new law would not be 

effective.  The ATF is reviewing the law to see if it has the authority to 

regulate bump stocks.  The process could take months.  Lawmakers did make 

progress on one gun bill.  The House approved a GOP that would make it 

easier for gun owners to legally carry concealed weapons across state lines. 

 

 

 

VA Gun Control 



Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.6.17 

 

 

 

Virginia Democrats say their major Election Day gains in November boosted 

the odds of passing new gun control measures.  Democrats in the swing state 

swept 3 statewide offices and picked up at least 15 House seats.  Virginia’s 

most influential gun rights group is pushing for democrats to use their 

influence to push for tighter gun laws.  The Virginia Citizens Defense League 

wants universal background checks and a ban on assault rifles. 

 

 

 

Tennessee Guns 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation detailed gun violence in a report 

released today.  TBI Director Mark Gwyn said he’s “deeply concerned” with 

the findings.  The report used data submitted by state law enforcement 

agencies from 2013 through 2016.  It showed during that time, firearm-

related criminal offenses jumped by nearly 25%.  The number of murders 

involving a firearm increased more than 54%. 

 

 

 

Impaired Driving 



Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Highway Safety Office is teaming up with law enforcement 

agencies to catch more drunk drivers over the holidays.  While the campaign 

is underway, you will see more public messages and more sobriety 

checkpoints state-wide.  According to the THSO, in Tennessee more than 500 

crashes happened in December as a result of impaired driving.  The campaign 

lasts through December 31. 

 

 

 

Elizabethton Breweries 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 

A local city will soon allow microbreweries to serve within city limits.  

Elizabethton previously did not allow the small-scale beer making 

businesses.  Elizabethton Mayor Curt Alexander told us leaders voted 

unanimously to change the ordinance.  Microbreweries will now be allowed 

to obtain permits and serve beer. 

 

 

 

Wine Sales 

Length:  :25 



Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.19.17 

 

 

 

If you need to buy wine for your Christmas get-together, you should do it 

soon.  By law, grocery stores in Tennessee cannot sell wine on Sundays or 

holidays.  That includes Christmas and New Year's Day.  With Christmas and 

New Year's Day both falling on a Monday, that means grocery stores cannot 

sell wine on Sunday or Monday for the next two weeks.  By law, liquor stores 

in Tennessee will also be closed on those days. 

 

 

 

Smoking 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.20.17 

 

 

 

A new British study finds smokers can actually run away from addiction.  

Researchers say starting an exercise program before smoking cessation 

reduces the severity of withdrawal symptoms. 

 

 

 

Brewers Benefit 

Length:  :55 

Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  12.22.17 

 

 

 

A provision by the Senate mans the new tax law will provide big benefits to 

beer brewers and spirits and wine producers.  They will get a two year 

reduction in federal excise taxes.  That means they will save a whopping $4.2 

billion during that time.  Small brewers will see their tax rate cut in half from 

$7 per barrel to $3.50.  One Johnson City brewer we spoke with said while 

the federal tax cut helps, he would like to see Tennessee follow suit.  Eric 

Latham, Co-founder of Johnson City Brewing Company, told us, “From the 

federal level, as it pertains to craft brewers, we appreciate that but where the 

real work needs to be done is at the state level here in Tennessee.  We can do 

a lot better.”  Big brewers get a break, too.  Their tax rate on the first 6 

million barrels produced or imported will be $16 per barrel.  That's a $2 

reduction.  Tax rates for hard liquor drop from $13.50 per gallon to $2.70 for 

the first 100 thousand gallons produced or imported. 

 

 

 

Gun Check System Lawsuits 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.26.17 

 

 

 

Three major cities are suing the Department of Defense over gun-background 

checks.  New York City, Philadelphia and San Francisco accuse the DOD of 

failing to report criminal convictions to the National Criminal Background 

Check System.  An attorney for the City of San Francisco says the Defense 

Department's failure to report convictions put innocent Americans at risk.  

The Department of Defense tells Congress it is investigating the issue. 

 



 

 

Liquor by the Drink 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.27.17 

 

 

 

The City of Johnson City won a case in court that could have cost it millions.  

The Tennessee Court of Appeals overturned a judge's ruling that the city 

owed back payments to the Washington County TN School System for 

revenue from the tax on the sales of liquor by the drink.  The original ruling 

came in 2016.  Washington County Schools hoped to get about $3.4 million 

from Johnson City.  The city appealed the ruling and according to documents 

filed today, a judge overturned the ruling in favor of Johnson City, essentially 

dismissing the case from court.  A judge also affirmed a case in Sullivan 

County which had similar results with the county losing its bid to get tax 

revenue for schools from Bristol and Kingsport. 

 

 

 

Mysterious Package 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.30.17 

 

 

 

Bristol, Virginia's Bomb Squad was called in to investigate a suspicious 

package in a grocery store parking lot.  Captain Maynard Ratcliff with Bristol 

Virginia Police told us the squad responded to the Food City parking lot on 



Euclid Avenue around 6:45 this evening.  Officers said they discovered a 

pressure cooker, in its original packaging, was sitting in the parking lot with 

the digital timer turned on.  That was the source of concern for officials.  

After bomb squad officials were able to x-ray the pressure cooker and its 

packaging, they deemed it safe and reopened the parking lot and the store. 

 

 

 

DUI Patrols 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.31.17 

 

 

 

Extra police officers are on the clock tonight across the Tri-Cities region 

looking for impaired drivers.  DUI checkpoints will be set up in Tennessee 

and Virginia.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol started checkpoints Friday.  

Johnson City police will place additional officers on the streets.  Last year, 5 

people died on Tennessee roadways over the New Year's holiday.  Alcohol 

was a factor in 2 of those deaths, according to state data.  The Tennessee 

Highway Safety Office is providing grant overtime funding for these officers. 

 

 

 

Tow-To-Go 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.31.17 

 

 

 



Triple A reminds drivers about their “Tow to Go” program.  It's available 

through New Year's Day.  The goal of the program is to prevent impaired 

drivers from getting behind the wheel.  Triple A offers free, confidential rides 

to both members and non-members.  A tow truck will pick you and your car 

up and take you somewhere safe within a 10 mile distance.   

 



CRIME 

 

 

 
Coeburn Shooting 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.1.17 

 

 

 

Investigators say the search for a man wanted on murder charges is over 

tonight.  Investigators in Coeburn, Virginia say they found the body of 44-

year old Todd Allen Richardson.  Investigators say Richardson is accused of 

shooting and killing his estranged wife on Grace Covenant Road.  The search 

for Richardson came to an end in Weber City.  Investigators spotted his 

vehicle on U.S. Highway 23.  Investigators say Richardson’s body was 

inside.  They believe he shot himself.  Investigators identified the victim in 

the case as Veronica Webb Richardson.   

 

 

 

Warren Transferred 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 

 



The Tri-Cities woman accused of dressing up as a clown and killing another 

woman in Florida almost 30 years ago is back in the state of Florida tonight.  

Sheila Keen Warren was transferred from the Southwest Virginia Regional 

Jail in Abingdon today and taken to the Palm Beach County Jail.  Florida 

police charged Keen Warren with the 1990 murder of Marlene Warren.  

Police said she dressed as a clown, went to the victim’s front door and shot 

her in the face.  Police say new testing of DNA evidence led them to file 

charges against Warren who went on to marry the murder victim’s husband.  

They moved to the Tri-Cities and opened a restaurant in Kingsport.  Keen 

Warren is set to be in a Florida courtroom tomorrow morning. 

 

 

 

Bank Robbery 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.4.17 

 

 

 

An investigation is underway into a bank robbery that happen in Gray this 

afternoon.  Johnson City police say someone robbed the Tri-City Community 

Bank on Boones Creek Road just before 3.  The suspect remains on the run 

tonight.  The Federal Bureau of Investigation is in charge of the case. 

 

 

 

Norton Sex Crimes 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.5.17 

 



 

 

A southwest Virginia woman will serve time in prison for sexually abusing 

two juveniles.  Commonwealth’s Attorney Chuck Slemp told us 60-year old 

Rhonda Cooke was sentenced to serve 20 years in prison with 16 years 

suspended.  Cooke pleaded guilty to 4 counts of indecent liberties with a 

child by someone in a supervisory role.  Investigators say the crimes took 

place in the 1990’s.  They say Cooke was a babysitter for one of the victims. 

 

 

 

Johnson County Commissioner 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.17 

 

 

 

A Johnson County Commissioner was arrested Saturday night for driving 

under the influence.  Johnson County Sheriff Mike Reece confirmed late this 

afternoon that Commissioner Bill Roark was arrested in Mountain City on 

Saturday and charged with DUI. 

 

 

 

ETSU Threat 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.17 

 

 

 



Several hundred people were evacuated on the campus of East Tennessee 

State University after a threat of “possible gunfire” was reported to campus 

police.  ETSU Spokesperson Joe Smith told us hundreds of people were at 

the comedy and step show inside the Mini Dome Saturday night as part of 

homecoming festivities.  Just after 10 o’clock is the time that there was a 

reported threat of gunfire.  After a search of the building, Smith told us no 

weapons were found.  No arrests have been made in the investigation. 

 

 

 

Drug Bust 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.10.17 

 

 

 

A bountiful harvest landed a man in Carter County in trouble with the 

sheriff’s office.  The Carter County Sheriff’s Office says it found at least 60 

marijuana plants in an outbuilding at a home on Bulldog Hollow Road.  

Sheriff Dexter Lunceford said it was an elaborate grow operation.  The 

sheriff’s office charged Nama Beaudry with drug manufacturing.  He is 

scheduled to appear in court October 30. 

 

 

 

Double Murder Investigation 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Graphic – Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 



 

A double murder suspect who was captured in North Carolina is now in 

Unicoi County to face charges.  Unicoi County Sheriff Mike Hensley said 63-

year old Clyde William Banner faces 2 counts of first degree murder in the 

deaths of 34-year old Donna Jones and 29-year old Amy Jones.  Investigators 

said the victims were sisters and Banner was dating their mother.  Banner was 

captured less than 2 hours after the murder in Madison County today.  Sheriff 

Mike Hensley said Banner killed the women at a home in the 900 block of 

Lower Higgins Creek Road.  Banner will appear before a judge tomorrow 

facing 2 counts of first degree murder.   

 

 

 

Banner Court Appearance 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

A judge said no bond for a Unicoi County man accused of killing two sisters.  

Clyde Banner appeared in court this morning.  The Unicoi County Sheriff’s 

Office charged him with 2 counts of first degree murder in the deaths of 34-

year old Donna Jones and 29 year old Amy Jones.  Investigators say Banner 

was dating their mother.  Investigators have not released a motive for the 

gunfire at a home on Lower Higgins Creek Road Wednesday morning.  Court 

documents show investigators believe Banner shot the sisters with a 

borrowed shotgun.  Banner makes his next court appearance November 16. 

 

 

 

Robbery 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5PM 

Air Date:  10.13.17 

 

 

 

The suspect in an early morning robbery remains on the run tonight.  Johnson 

City police say a man went into Roadrunner Market on South Roan Street.  

The clerk said the man was wearing a ski mask and it looked like the man 

was armed.  The clerk gave the man the cash and said the suspect ran away 

from the store.    

 

 

 

Money Fraud 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.16.17 

 

 

 

Kingsport police want to identify a woman they say tried to use fake money.  

Police say it happened October 6 at CVS on West Stone Drive.  Detectives 

say the woman tried to use what they called Chinese Training Money.  When 

the cashier told her she was calling police, the woman grabbed her items and 

left the store.  Police urge businesses to be on the lookout for this type of fake 

money.  It resembles regular U.S. money but has red Chinese markings.   

 

 

 

Castle 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 



Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 

Tomorrow a former southwest Virginia man, wanted on more than 150 counts 

of possession and distribution of child pornography will go before a judge for 

arraignment.  Tonight, he’s at the Southwest Regional Jail Haysi Facility.  

Investigators arrested Jamie Castle in Parker, Colorado in September.  He 

was wanted on child porn charges out of Buchanan County, Virginia.  

Deputies transported him to Buchanan County on Sunday.  He’s being held 

without bond. 

 

 

 

Phone Scam 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  7pm 

Air Date:  10.18.17 

 

 

 

The Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office issues a warning tonight about a phone 

scam circulating in the area.  The sheriff’s office says people are getting calls 

from people posing as law enforcement.  Callers say your loved one is in jail 

and you can post bond to keep things confidential.  However, you must pay 

with a credit or debit card over the phone.  The sheriff’s office says you 

cannot pay a fee over the phone and get someone out of jail.  Investigators 

say if you get a call like this, call the Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

 

 

Rape Suspect 

Length:  :20 



Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office is searching for a man accused of 

raping a child.  Investigators want to find 33-year old Hugo Mayorga.  He 

was last seen in Kingsport.  He’s charged with raping an 11-year old girl.   

 

 

 

Cummins in Court 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

A judge delayed the trial of a Tennessee teacher accused of kidnapping a 

student.  The trial for Tad Cummins was set to begin in January.  

Investigators say the Maury County, TN teacher kidnapped a 15-year old 

student.  They were discovered in California.  A judge approved Cummins’ 

attorney’s request to delay the trial.  The attorney cited a scheduling conflict 

and what he calls an “extensive discovery” in the case.  A new trial date has 

not been set. 

 

 

 

Vehicular Homicide 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.21.17 

 

 

 

The search is over for a man wanted in a Washington County fatal crash.  

Officials with the Tennessee Highway Patrol say Matthew Robinson is in 

custody.  The wreck happened October 15 along State Route 8.  Friday, 

investigators said Robinson was charged with vehicular homicide as a result 

of intoxication and reckless death of his passenger.  THP thanked people via 

Twitter for tips that lead to the arrest of Robinson.   

 

 

 

Hawkins County Rape 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.25.17 

 

 

 

The Hawkins County Sheriff’s Office says a man accused of committing sex 

acts against a child admitted to the crimes.  The sheriff’s office charged 

Christopher Lane with 2 counts of rape of a child.  Investigators said a child 

reported the abuse and they questioned Lane Monday.  They said Lane 

admitted that he abused the child at 2 different times while he was 

babysitting.   

 

 

 

Chimpanzee Robbery 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.27.17 

 

 

 

Kingsport police are searching for the suspect in the armed robbery of 

Zoomerz convenience store.  Police say it happened last night and the suspect 

was wearing a chimpanzee mask.  If you have information about the crime, 

call the Kingsport Police Department. 

 

 

 

Cummins Trial 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.17 

 

 

 

A judge set a new trial date for the Tennessee teacher accused of kidnapping 

a student.  Tad Cummins appeared in federal court today.  Cummins, a former 

teacher from Maury County, sparked a nationwide manhunt.   He and the 

student were found weeks later in California.  A judge set his trial for April 

17, 2018. 

 

 

 

Fugitive Arrested 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Daniel Gray 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  10.31.17 

 



 

 

The Johnson City Police Department says it arrested an Elizabethton man 

wanted for being a fugitive from justice.  Police reports show 37-year old 

Jason Kelley was charged with being a fugitive following a stolen auto 

investigation in the parking lot of Quality Inn on South Roan Street.  A 

warrant check showed Kelley was wanted by the U.S. Marshals Service in 

reference to weapons charges. 

 

 

 

Check Scam 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:   11.2.17 

 

 

 

A sophisticated check scam operation made its way to Tennessee.  A business 

owner in middle Tennessee got scammed out of $8500.  Police say Laveander 

Ashford is the main suspect.  Investigators say he stole tens of thousands of 

dollars from other businesses.  Police say on October 2, he walked into the 

Cash ‘n Checks in Portland, Tennessee with a check made out to him from a 

Kentucky car lot.  The store’s owner is also a sheriff’s deputy.  He says 

nothing seemed suspicious when he called the lot to verify the check.  Police 

are working with Alabama law enforcement to find Ashford. 

 

 

 

Fentanyl Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  11.3.17 

 

 

 

A Kingsport man faces several charges related to a series of fentanyl 

overdoses.  State and local investigators arrested Timothy Mullins.  The TBI 

says when it confronted Mullins about distributing the dangerous drug, he 

accused the investigators of criminal acts.  The TBI said those accusations 

were false.  Officers arrested Mullins.  A grand jury indicted him on drug and 

extortion charges. 

 

 

 

Homicide Investigation 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.5.17 

 

 

 

Sheriff’s deputies in southwest Virginia are investigating a homicide.  

Investigators say they found a woman dead inside a home on Boyd Road in 

Castlewood.  The sheriff’s office says it has a person of interest in custody.  

No further details were available. 

 

 

 

Ralph Cline Prostitution 

Length:  1:10 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 



 

 

A former Kingsport police officer pleaded guilty today in a sexual 

misconduct case.  Special agents with the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

began looking into allegations of sexual misconduct against Ralph Cline, Jr. 

last month.  Investigators said they discovered the former lieutenant paid to 

have sex while on duty inside his unmarked police vehicle.  We were in court 

when Cline pleaded guilty to patronizing prostitution.  During the TBI 

investigation, a camera was installed in Cline’s unmarked police car.  District 

Attorney General Barry Staubus said that camera caught a prostitute 

performing a sex act on Cline while parked in a hospital parking lot.  A judge 

will sentence Cline in February.  He resigned from the Kingsport Police 

Department last week.   

 

 

 

Russell County Investigation 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

We have new information in a weekend murder investigation in southwest 

Virginia.  Today, investigators with the Russell County Sheriff’s Office 

identified the victim as 29-year old Santana Hale.  Commonwealth’s Attorney 

Brian Patton confirmed a person of interest in the murder is being held on 

unrelated charges.  Deputies responded to a home on Boyd Street in 

Castlewood and said they found the body of Hale.  Her cause of death 

remains under investigation.   

 

 

 

Mountain City Officer Charged 



Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 

 

A Mountain City police lieutenant is suspended from the force after a federal 

investigation results in drug and weapon charges. According to a complaint 

filed in federal court in Greeneville, Mountain City Police Department Lt. 

Ronald Shupe was arrested Monday by FBI, TBI and Tennessee Highway 

Patrol.  Investigators said a confidential witness under TBI supervision sold 

oxycodone to Shupe.  Shupe was accused in the federal complaint of 

providing drugs to another confidential informant and taking drugs while in 

his patrol car.  Mountain City Police Chief Denver Church told us Shupe has 

been placed on administrative leave without pay. 

 

 

 

Child Death 

Length:  1:05 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.17 

 

 

 

A Carter County woman faces a murder charge after investigators say she’s at 

fault in the death of her 3-year old son.  After a six month long investigation, 

Elizabethton police arrested 35-year old Tabatha Sword.  A Carter County 

Grand Jury indicted her on the charge of first degree murder.  Sword called 

911 back in May saying she could not find her 3-year old son.  Elizabethton 

Police Captain Shane Darling says when officers arrived on the scene, they 

found Sword and a neighbor searching for the boy.  Police found the boy’s 



body in a nearby creek.  Sword is scheduled to appear in court for 

arraignment November 20. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Officers Shot 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

A Kingsport man accused of starting a standoff and shooting 2 police officers 

is dead.  Two officers are recovering from gunshot wounds.  One of them is 

in the hospital after undergoing surgery.  Police say a man they were going to 

arrested barricaded himself inside his condo in the Ridgefields neighborhood.  

Police say when the SWAT team entered his condo, the man was dead.  His 

cause of death remains under investigation.  The names and conditions of the 

officers are not being released at this time.  The Tennessee Bureau of 

Investigation announced it is conducting its own investigation into what 

happened. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Police Shooting Investigation 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.10.17 

 

 

 



A Kingsport police officer remains in the hospital being treated for a serious 

gunshot wound.  The officer had a second surgery today.  Police said the 

officer and another one – who’s already been released from the hospital – 

were shot last night outside a condominium on Manor Court while trying to 

arrest a man.  Police identified the suspect as Hugh Hurd.  Police found his 

body inside his condo.  Police have not released how he died. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Police Shooting – Cause of Death 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.13.17 

 

 

 

We have new information tonight in a Kingsport standoff that left 2 officers 

with gunshot wounds and the suspect dead.  It happened November 9.  

Kingsport police got a call that a man made threats to harm himself and one 

of his neighbors at Manor Court Condominiums.  Investigators said Hugh 

Hurd started shooting at police, hitting two of them.  The SWAT team got 

inside Hurd’s condominium and found his body.  Today, the Tennessee 

Bureau of Investigation announced a preliminary autopsy report showed 

Hugh Hurd died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

 

 

 

Mountain City Officer Plea 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  11.14.17 

 



 

 

A Mountain City police officer charged with federal drug and gun crimes 

made a plea deal, according to court documents.  Investigators charged 

Ronald Shupe earlier this month with possessing oxycodone with intent to 

distribute and carrying a gun during a drug trafficking offense.  Shupe is a 

lieutenant with the Mountain City Police Department.  Court documents 

show Shupe agreed to plead guilty to the federal charges.  The gun charge 

carries a minimum mandatory sentence of five years and possibility of life in 

prison in addition to a 250,000 dollar fine. 

 

 

 

Pridemore 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.17 

 

 

 

A Greene County man accused of abusing a child tonight is one of the most 

wanted men in the state of Tennessee.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

added him to the most wanted list this afternoon.  Justin Pridemore is wanted 

on the charge of aggravated sexual battery.  Yesterday, Greeneville police 

announced investigators were trying to find him.  Today, they got help from 

the state’s top law enforcement agency.  A lead investigator told us Pridemore 

is a danger to the public.   

 

 

 

Pridemore Captured 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

A Greene County man’s run from the law was short lived.  Greeneville Police 

arrested Justin Pridemore in Jonesborough this morning.  Officers said they 

got a tip that he was staying at a home on Forester Lane.  Pridemore is 

accused of aggravated sexual battery of a child. Greeneville police say the 

charges stem from an incident with a 5-year old child. 

 

 

 

Zaatini Indicted 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

The former head tennis coach at East Tennessee State University bonded out 

of the Washington County, TN Jail this afternoon.  He was arrested on theft 

and forgery charges.  Investigators say from September 2011 to February 

2017, Yaser Zaatini misused more than $45,000 of the university’s money.  

State auditors say he used a variety of methods to get the money, including 

fabricating documents with phony expenses.  Zaatini resigned from ETSU in 

March.  He faces 22 counts of forgery. 

 

 

 

Sullivan South Teacher Arrested 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Carolina Corrigan 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

A Sullivan County high school teacher is in jail tonight after investigators say 

he took “inappropriate pictures” of students.  This comes just a week after the 

Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office got a call regarding Estuardo Rivera.  The 

54-year old is a Spanish teacher at Sullivan South High School.  He’s charged 

with 12 counts of unlawful photographing of a minor.  Sullivan County 

Assistant District Attorney William Harper says Rivera had photos and 

videos of 5 female students at the school.  Harper says the photos and videos 

were not obscene, but they were deemed inappropriate.  The Sullivan County 

School System says Rivera is currently on administrative leave without pay.  

His bond is $10,000. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Shooting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

A 20-year old man faces an attempted murder charge following a shooting in 

Johnson City earlier this week.  Police say they responded to Seminole Drive 

on Friday and found a person with a gunshot wound.  Police say Brennan 

Hunt was named as the primary suspect in the case.  Police say Hunt turned 

himself in on Saturday.  Investigators charged him with attempted second 

degree murder.  He will appear in court Monday. 

 

 

 



Piney Flats Shooting 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

A man was hospitalized after a shooting at a Piney Flats home this afternoon.  

The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office responded to a home on Beck Drive 

just before 1:30 this afternoon.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says 

the 9-1-1 call came in about a reported domestic incident.  Deputies arrived 

on the scene and found a man with a gunshot wound.  TBI agents were called 

in to investigate at the request of District Attorney General Barry Staubus.     

 

 

 

Wanted in Pound 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

The Pound Police Department is asking for your help locating 35-year old 

Joey Large, who is wanted on several drug charges.  The charges stem from 

the discovery of 21 methamphetamine cook bottles.  If you have any 

information that could help Pound police find Large, give them a call. 

 

 

 

Piney Flats Shooting 

Length:  :35 



Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

A law enforcement officer is a potential witness in a shooting that happened 

over the weekend in Piney Flats.  District Attorney General Barry Staubus 

told us that’s why the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is now in charge of 

the case.  Deputies responded to a home on Beck Drive around 1:30 Sunday 

afternoon.  They said they found a man with a gunshot wound.  Investigators 

have not released the names of those involved.  General Staubus told us the 

officer identified as a potential witness is related to the people involved. 

 

 

 

Shooting Update 

Length:  :30 

Format: Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.21.17 

 

 

 

Investigators identified the people involved in a shooting in Piney Flats.  The 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation identified the man shot on Sunday as 

Michael Bennett.  This afternoon, District Attorney General Barry Staubus 

confirmed that Bennett’s wife, Angela, is accused of shooting him.  General 

Staubus also confirmed Angela Bennett is County Mayor Richard Venable’s 

secretary.  No charges have been filed in the case.  The TBI is investigating. 

 

 

 

Pridemore 



Length:  :30 

Format: Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.22.17 

 

 

 

A man captured after a brief time on the run last week now faces a new 

charge.  Justin Pridemore was placed on the Tennessee Bureau of 

Investigation’s Most Wanted list last week.  Greeneville Police charged 

Pridemore with aggravated sexual battery.  He was captured a day later in 

Jonesborough.  This week, the Greene County Grand Jury indicted Pridemore 

on the charge of rape of a child.  Investigators described Pridemore as a child 

predatory and a danger to the public. 

 

 

 

Fentanyl Sentencing 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.24.17 

 

 

 

A judge ordered a convicted drug dealer to pay funeral costs for a 17-year old 

Kentucky teen who overdosed on fentanyl.  Michael Chandler pleaded guilty 

to drug distribution.  A federal judge sentenced him to nearly 17  years in 

prison and ordered him to pay 9 thousand dollars in restitution.  Court 

documents say the teen identified as J.H. was found dead of an overdose in 

April 2016 in his home in Campbell County, Kentucky.  Police say they 

traced the fentanyl that killed him back to Chandler. 

 

 



 

Drug Arrest 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 

 

A Stone Mountain, Georgia man calls Abingdon’s SW VA Regional Jail home 

tonight.  The Washington County, VA Sheriff’s Office stopped 25-year old 

Andre Copeland for speeding on Interstate 81 Sunday morning.  Deputies 

charged him with reckless driving, but it’s what happened after his arrest that 

left him behind bars without bond.  Jailers said they found pills in Copeland’s 

wallet.  After deputies searched the car he was driving, they said they found a 

backpack with two large bags of marijuana.  Copeland was also charged with 

possession and distribution of marijuana. 

 

 

 

Theft Sentencing 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.28.17 

 

 

 

40-year old Latricia Rae Kiser of Pound, Virginia will spend nearly 2 years in 

prison.  She pleaded guilty to stealing from a person she was hired to care for.  

Today, she was sentenced to five years in prison, with three years and two 

months suspended.  Prosecutors say Kiser stole 6 checks totaling more than 

$1700 from a disabled, elderly adult.  Investigators say Kiser confessed to the 

crimes.  Kiser will be required to pay restitution to the victim. 



 

 

 

Sheriff Fires Daughter & Son in Law 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities sheriff fired two if his employees who are also members of his 

own family.  A spokesperson confirmed tonight that Washington County 

Tennessee Sheriff Ed Graybeal terminated his daughter and his son-in-law 

over concerns about drug use.  The sheriff’s daughter, Shelly Graybeal, 

worked as a time keeper at the Washington County TN Sheriff’s Office.  Her 

husband, Scott Johnson, worked in the detention center.  The sheriff’s top 

administrator told  Graybeal and Johnson were fired November 20 after her 

father, Sheriff Graybeal, was made aware of discussions on work computers 

indicating they were using meth.  We’re told they referred to the drug as ice.  

Two days after her termination, records show Shelly Graybeal was pulled 

over by deputies and charged with simple possession of drugs.  The report 

said a K9 officer detected marijuana and a search led to the discovery of 2 

pills.  A department spokesperson told us Sheriff Graybeal told his daughter 

at the time of her termination, “You are my daughter, and I love you, but you 

can’t work here.” 

 

 

 

Arson Investigation 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 



 

 

 

The Virginia Department of Forestry is looking for a suspected arsonist 

accused of starting several fires in Buchanan County.  The fires happened in 

the Guesses Fork Area after Thanksgiving.  Investigators say they found 

several fires set off the ATV trails in wooded areas.  They believe the fires are 

related.  Wood arson is a felony punishable by up to five years in prison and a 

fine of $2500.  Investigators are offering a $2,000 reward for information that 

leads to an arrest.   

 

 

 

Pomrenke Sentencing 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.30.17 

 

 

 

A former Bristol, Virginia judge learned his punishment today for his 

criminal contempt conviction.  A federal judge sentenced Kurt Pomrenke to 2 

months in prison and a $1,000 fine.  The judge said Pomrenke disobeyed his 

court order and shared evidence from his wife’s trial in an effort to help his 

judicial misconduct case.  According to the judge, Pomrenke undermined the 

rule of law for selfish reasons.  As a result of some of that conduct, the 

Virginia Supreme Court removed Pomrenke from the bench earlier this week.  

Pomrenke’s wife, Stacey, is currently serving a prison sentence related to the 

Bristol Virginia Utilities corruption investigation. 

 

 

 

Greene County Chase 

Length:  :35 



Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.3.17 

 

 

 

A man who was pulled over for running a stop sign ended up leading police 

in Greeneville on a chase.  Now, the driver, who’s identified as Bobby Fillers, 

faces several charges including evading arrest and reckless endangerment.  

When Greeneville police tried to pull Fillers over on Hankins Street, they 

said he took off through a parking lot and along Snapps Ferry Road.  

According to police, that’s when the car turned and went the wrong way 

behind a tv repair shop.  Investigators say the driver nearly hit a child and 2 

others in the parking lot. 

 

 

 

Yelton 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 

 

 

 

A Sullivan County court found a man guilty of child rape.  Back in July 2015, 

officers arrested 68-year old Wayne Yelton.  Witnesses said he had 

inappropriate relations with a child under the age of 13.  Yelton is scheduled 

to appear in court for sentencing January 19. 

 

 

 

Triple Homicide 

Length:  1:05 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 

 

 

 

A triple homicide investigation continues tonight in Washington County, TN.  

The sheriff says a pregnant newlywed and her husband were killed by 

someone they knew.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal says 23-year old Kyanna Vaughn 

and 25-year old Robert Vaughn were found shot to death inside their Boones 

Creek Home.  The sheriff says the couple got married just a few months ago 

and had two children – ages 3 and 6.  Investigators told us they are calling it a 

triple homicide because Kyanna Vaughn was about 6 months pregnant when 

she was killed.  Their bodies were found in a bedroom and the door to their 

home was dead-bolted.  Sheriff Graybeal says the couple’s friends called 

police after not hearing from them for days.  Their children were found 

unharmed inside the home.  Investigators told us it is unclear when the 

shooting happened.  Results of autopsies could take up to 7 months.   

 

 

 

Wanted 

Length:  1:05 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.6.17 

 

 

 

We first told you about the search for Jonathan Ryans Tuesday night.  Now, 

we have new information about Ryans’ criminal history.  The 28-year old 

faces a reckless endangerment charge in Kingsport.  Witnesses told police he 

fired a gun three times near an apartment complex last month.  Ryans is also 

wanted on an aggravated assault charge in Bristol, TN.  The TBI told us 



Ryans has a lengthy criminal history dating back nearly 10 years.  

Investigators believe he could still be in Kingsport.   

 

 

 

Church Hill Assault 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  12.7.17 

 

 

 

Church Hill investigators are looking for a suspect in an assault and robbery.  

Police say a person was tied up inside a home and assaulted.  Police say the 

victim was left unconscious for a lengthy time before being able to call 911.  

Detectives say someone ransacked the home and stole several items.  

Investigators say several interviews have led them to a person of interest in 

the case.  Charges have not yet been filed. 

 

 

 

Hawkins County Homicide 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.8.17 

 

 

 

Investigators say a woman found dead in Hawkins County the day after 

Thanksgiving by a hunter was murdered.  Sheriff Ronnie Lawson identified 

the victim as 26-year old Callie Ison of Big Stone Gap, Virginia.  Her body 

was found in a creek off Pumpkin Valley Road in the Clinch Community.  



Investigators did not release the details of how she was killed.  The sheriff 

said investigators have a person of interest in the case.   

 

 

 

Bristol Walmart Murder 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.11.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam hopes to spur new leads in an unsolved 

murder case in the Tri-Cities by offering a reward.  The governor announced 

a $5,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the 

person who murdered Michael Heatherly.  Sullivan County District Attorney 

General Barry Staubus requested the reward to help generate leads in the 

case.  In September Heatherly was found shot to death in the Walmart 

parking lot on Volunteer Parkway. 

 

 

 

Azotea in Court 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.12.17 

 

 

 

The man accused of murdering a Sullivan County couple and trying to 

destroy their bodies to hide the crime made an appearance in a Carter County 

courtroom.  Eric Azotea is accused of murdering Amber Terrell and Art 



Gibson in January of 2015.  Today, a judge denied a motion by Azotea’s 

attorney to suppress a search warrant I the case.  Prosecutors believe Azotea 

killed the couple at a home on Woodland Drive and then attempted to 

dismember and burn their bodies to cover up the crime.  District Attorney 

General Tony Clark says his office plans to pursue the death penalty in the 

case.  Azotea’s trial is scheduled to being February 5. 

 

 

 

Unsolved Murder 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.12.17 

 

 

 

The Washington County Virginia Sheriff’s Department is asking for the 

public’s help to make an arrest in an unsolved murder.  Deputies found the 

body of 39-year old Steven Hafen last month in an apartment on Reedy 

Creek Road.  Sheriff Fred Newman said it appears he died from trauma to the 

head.  Investigators think a vehicle similar to the one on your screen could be 

related to the investigation.  Witnesses told investigators they saw a pewter or 

gold Ford Ranger, like the one in this photo, in the area of Hafen’s apartment 

the night before his body was discovered.  If you have information that could 

help make an arrest in this case, call the Washington County, VA Sheriff’s 

Department. 

 

 

 

Phone Scam 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 



Air Date:  12.13.17 

 

 

 

The Greeneville Police Department issued a warning for anyone with a 

telephone.  The police department said it received complaints from people 

who said they got calls appearing on caller id as Greeneville Police 

Department.  They said the caller identified himself as Detective White and 

tried to get money from them.  Greeneville Police Department says do not 

give personal information or money over the phone.  Officers say if you get a 

call like this one, hang up. 

 

 

 

Zaevion Dobson Murder 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 

Guilty was the verdict announced this afternoon against three people accused 

in the death of Knoxville teenager Zaevion Dobson.  The verdict came after 5 

hours of jury deliberation.  The jury found Christopher Bassett guilty of first 

degree murder in the death of 15-year old Dobson.  Kipling Colbert and 

Richard Williams, III faced the same charge but were found guilty of 

facilitating the murder.  Sentencing will take place in February.  The trial 

lasted 8 days.  Investigators said Dobson was shot and killed by a single 

bullet on December 17, 2015.  The said Dobson was shielding two girls from 

the gunfire.   

 

 

 

Suspect Captured 



Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphics – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.16.17 

 

 

 

A local man wanted by police is in custody.  The Kingsport Police 

Department says investigators arrested 28-year old Jonathan Ryans Friday 

evening.  Ryans was wanted in connection to a shooting incident in 

November.  Investigators say he fired several shots in the area of Cloud 

Apartments, endangering people nearby.  Investigators also say he was 

wanted on an aggravated assault charge in Bristol, TN.  The U.S. Marshals 

Service and Sullivan County Sheriff's Office captured Ryans.  He is facing 

charges of felony reckless endangerment and aggravated assault.   

 

 

 

VA Police Chase 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.17.17 

 

 

 

A southwest Virginia man is in jail without bond after deputies say he led 

them on a chase over the weekend.  Washington County Virginia Sheriff Fred 

Newman said around 4:40 Saturday morning, a deputy clocked a driver going 

101 miles an hour on Lee Highway near Jeb Stuart Highway.  Deputies said 

19-year old Dakota Wesley Smith ended up crashing the car he was driving.  

Smith faces charges including driving under the influence, felony elude and 

reckless driving.  He was also wanted on warrants in Washington County for 

grand larceny and statutory burglary.   



 

 

 

Triple Murder Arrest 

Length:  1:20 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.17 

 

 

 

Investigators in Washington County, TM announced the arrest of a man 

accused of killing a couple and their unborn baby.  A grand jury indicted 33-

year old Derrick Sells of Fall Branch on 3 counts of first degree murder.  He 

also faces charges of especially aggravated robbery and aggravated child 

neglect.  He's accused of killing Robert and Kyanna Vaughn in their home on 

Friendship Court in Gray.  Investigators say Kyanna was 6 months pregnant 

at the time of her murder.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal says the couple was shot to 

death December 3, but their bodies were not discovered until the next day.  

Their two children, a 6 year old and 3 year old, were found unharmed inside 

the home.  Investigators say they linked Sells to the crime using phone 

records. 

 

 

 

Washington County, VA Murder Arrest 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.17 

 

 

 



Investigators in southwest Virginia announced murder charges against 2 men.  

Sheriff Fred Newman announced today Timothy Carrick and Gary Murray 

are charged with first degree murder.  They're accused of killing Steven 

Hafen.  Washington County VA deputies responded to a home on Reedy 

Creek Road on November 30.  The sheriff's office said they found Hafen 

beaten to death.  Sheriff Newman says they believe a hammer to be the 

murder weapon and the motive appears to be robbery.   

 

 

 

Sullivan County Arrest 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.19.17 

 

 

A Kingsport man accused of plotting against a Sullivan County detective 

went to jail.  A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted Steven Bromley on two 

counts of fabricating evidence last week.  In July, Tennessee Bureau of 

Investigation Special Agents looked into allegations made by Bromley about 

misconduct involving a Sullivan County detective.  TBI agents say their 

investigation revealed Bromley lied, and he used a female relative to write a 

statement accusing the detective of sexual assault.  Bromley is being held in 

the Sullivan County Jail on a $17,500 bond. 

 

 

 

Murder Suspect Arrested 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.20.17 

 



 

 

The Tennessee Highway Patrol Trooper credited with arresting a man wanted 

in 2 states in connection to multiple murders talks with News Channel 11.  

Trooper Nathan Hall told us he followed a gut feeling and it paid off.  

Trooper Hal's hunch lead multiple officers to Interstate 81 in Greene County 

this morning.  There, they arrested 19-year old Ismael Navarro.  Navarro was 

wanted for murder in both Virginia and Texas.  Tonight, he's in jail.  Earlier 

today, the trooper saw him driving on I-81.  Trooper Hall said he noticed tape 

covering a Texas license plate and followed it.  Then, he called for backup.  

“The driver acted really nervous.  He would not look at me as I approached 

him from the side and from behind.  He was driving under the speed limit in 

the fast lane,” said Trooper Hall.  Trooper Hall added through text messages 

with agencies searching for Navarro, they were able to send troopers on the 

scene a photo, confirming he was the man they were looking for.  

Investigators told us Navarro did have ties to gang activity, but could not 

elaborate on the investigation.  Navarro is being held in the Greene County 

Jail.  He will remain there until a court hearing takes place to determine 

which state he will face charges in first. 

 

 

 

Smyth County Armed Robbery 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.24.17 

 

 

 

Investigators arrested a Saltville, Virginia man today.  He's accused of 

robbing a store in Smyth County.  The Smyth County Sheriff's Office says 

William Jarboe is charged with armed robbery and use of a firearm in 

commission of a felony.  Jarboe is accused of robbing Fred's Trading Center.  



He's being held in the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail in Abingdon with no 

bond. 

 

 

 

Keila Taylor Murder 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.25.17 

 

 

 

Last Christmas Eve, a Tri-Cities woman was found dead along a river bank.  

Tonight, the search for her killer continues.  The Washington County 

Tennessee Sheriff's Office wants to find the person or people who killed 

Keila Taylor.  Her body was found along Herb Hodge Road.  The sheriff's 

office tells us investigators followed several leads, including some out of 

state.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is working with the Washington 

County Sheriff's Office on the case.   

 

 

 

Washington County Assault Arrest 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.29.17 

 

 

 

A man wanted in Washington County, TN for assaulting the driver of a 

church van is in a Florida jail.  The Washington County Sheriff's Office says 

Florida law enforcement arrested Porter Grindstaff.  Investigators say on 



November 29, Grindstaff confronted the driver of a church van about an 

argument involving a family member and one of the van's passengers.  

Offices say he then pulled out a knife and refused to let anyone leave.  

Deputies in Brevard County arrested Grindstaff after a chase ended in a 

crash.  He's awaiting extradition to the Tri-Cities where he will face several 

charges.   

 

 

 

Benjamin Sells 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.31.17 

 

 

 

A man accused of killing a couple and their unborn baby is expected in court 

later this week.  33-year old Derrick Benjamin Sells is scheduled to be 

arraigned in Washington county TN Criminal Court on Wednesday.  Sells is 

accused of shooting and killing Kyanna and Robert Vaughn.  Sells faces 

several charges including three counts of first degree murder. 

 

 



EDUCATION 

 

 

 
State of ETSU 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.17 

 

 

 

East Tennessee State University President Dr. Brian Noland held his annual 

State of the University address.  The University’s leader gave a progress 

report on the university’s progress and goals.  Noland touted the school’s 

progress on new construction including the new performing arts center.  

Officials broke ground on the building last month.  Noland said enrollment at 

ETSU increased to more than 14,600 students.  That’s 300 more students than 

reported last year.  He said, “Our goal is to make this the destination 

institution in the state of Tennessee, and we’re well on our way.”  Dr. Noland 

said renovations to the Martha B. Culp Student Center are scheduled to start 

this time next year. 

 

 

 

King University Open House 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 



 

Bristol’s King University invites high school students for an open house later 

this month.  The event gives students and their families a chance to talk with 

university representatives about the admissions process, scholarships and 

campus life.  King also offers campus tours.  The open house is set for 

Saturday, October 14. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Renovation Plan 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.5.17 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett High School is one step closer to adding a regional science 

and technology center to its campus.  The Kingsport Board of Education 

approved a bid for the project Tuesday.  We first told you about the expansion 

in February.  The bid must still get approval from the Board of Mayor and 

Alderman.  The total cost of the project is more than 23 million dollars.  The 

expansion will provide lab space, classroom space and opportunities for high 

level course work.  If approved, groundbreaking could take place in early 

November and would take 411 days to complete. 

 

 

 

School Debt – Bristol 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.5.17 

 



 

 

Officials at Bristol Tennessee City Schools are trying to determine how they 

will recover from a more than one million dollar budget cut.  The cut is the 

result of the budget passed by Sullivan County commissioners in August.  

Sullivan County Mayor Richard Venable says the budget cuts are part of the 

$140 million bond agreement for the Sullivan County Schools plan.  The plan 

will make improvements for not only Bristol City Schools but also Sullivan 

County and Kingsport.  Mayor Venable said most of the $27 million sent to 

Bristol City Schools will replace Vance Middle School.  The rest of the 

funding will go to improve other city schools. 

 

 

 

DB Choir Honored 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.9.17 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities high school choir is set to perform at the national level.  The 

Dobyns-Bennett High School Varsity Choir was accepted into the “Music for 

All-National Choir Festival.”  The choir is one of 14 accepted into the 

inaugural festival.  It takes place in Indianapolis in March. 

 

 

 

Sensabaugh 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.9.17 



 

 

 

No decision has been made about the future of a local head football coach.  

Gerald Sensabaugh is still in his first season at David Crockett High School, 

but not even a year into his job, it appears it is on the line.  Sensabaugh 

posted today on social media he was not allowed to practice with his team.  

We learned the director of schools is accusing him of serious allegations.  

Director of Schools Kimber Halliburton told us the school’s principal raised 

safety concerns.  She said the coach practiced a student who was under a 

doctor’s care and ordered not to play or practice.  She added that Sensabaugh 

also approached the trainer and student in an aggressive manner.  Halliburton 

also said a long-time assistant coach quit over the weekend saying it was 

because of Sensabaugh’ s behavior, and that’s not all.  “Another employee 

has called to express that he feels threatened and intimidated, and even 

bullied by the coach, he even expressed concerns over his safety.”  We took 

the allegations to Sensabaugh.  He said, “They probably are trying to sage up 

situations to find a way to fire me, but like I told the kids, if you don’t want 

me here, I’ll be glad to leave.”  A rally organized by supporters of 

Sensabaugh is scheduled for Wednesday at central office in Jonesborough. 

 

 

 

Sensabaugh 

Length:  2:30 

Format:  Live – Voice Overs 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.10.17 

 

 

 

The Washington County Tennessee School System sidelined David Crockett 

head football coach Gerald Sensabaugh.  Officials put him on administrative 

leave until further notice.   Officials also put athletic director Josh Kite on 

suspension due to allegations made against him by Sensabaugh.  Today, 



dozens of people gathered at the school system central office to show their 

support for Sensabaugh.   

 

 

 

Rock Creek 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 

 

Rock Springs Elementary School kicked off its 4th annual Storytelling 

Festival today.  The goal is to teach students about the history of our area and 

the country.  The event featured a living was museum where each student 

researched, studied and presented a character from history.  Principal Alicia 

Densmore said the entire school pitches in to make the festival happen. 

 

 

 

Sensabaugh 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 

 

Suspended David Crockett High School football coach Gerald Sensabaugh 

told us, “The only snag is we are waiting on Chairman of the School Board 

Jack Leonard to call a meeting then once they vote, I could be immediately 

reinstated.”  Tonight, a top school leader says not so fast.  We spoke with 

Chairman Leonard, “There is no called meeting concerning him.  Those were 



inaccurate facts he stated.  There is not going to be a called meeting.  He did 

call me, and I told him he would have to speak with our lawyer.”  

Sensabaugh went on to tell us today, “They never got my side of the story, 

and today, I was able to share my side of the story with board members and 

really show them proof.”  We reached out to other board members like David 

Hammond, “I have not talked to him at all.  I have no knowledge of any 

board members meeting with him.”  Sensabaugh and Athletic Director Josh 

Kite remain on suspension while the director of schools says a law firm 

investigates the case. 

 

 

 

Crockett Calls for Change 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.13.17 

 

 

 

After a fall break filled with controversy, some area high school students 

called for change today.  They want people to put aside differences and re-

unite as the David Crockett High School Pioneer Nation.  Head coach Gerald 

Sensabaugh will be absent from tonight’s game.  The school system 

suspended him indefinitely amid allegations of unprofessional conduct and 

what some called unpredictable and hostile behavior.  He denied the 

allegations.  The feud between the school system and Sensabaugh led to a 

divided student body and community.  Today students urged people to put 

differences aside.  Dozens of students stood in a circle and held hands to 

show unity.  Students did not want to talk about the football coach – they 

wanted to talk about unity.  Tonight’s kickoff is set for 7:30. 

 

 

 

Crockett Update 



Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.16.17 

 

 

 

David Crockett High School has a new interim football coach.  Washington 

County Schools Superintendent Kimber Haliburton placed head football 

coach Gerald Sensabaugh on administrative leave last week after allegations 

of misconduct.  Sensabaugh claims the allegations against him are lies.  Nick 

Lingerfelt, a special education teacher and head baseball coach, told News 

Channel 11 this afternoon he is now interim head football coach, “I am sitting 

here in front of you all, and I guess I am the interim head coach.  I have not 

gotten anything official.  I have not signed any documentation.”  Lingerfelt 

told us he only plans to be part of the football program for the remainder of 

the season. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Expansion 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 

An expansion project at Dobyns-Bennett High School in Kingsport gets the 

green light.  City leaders awarded a bid for the construction of the school’s 

new regional science and technology center to Burwil Construction.  The 

project is funded by the bonds issued by the county for the city – county 

school facilities plan.  Construction is set to begin early next year. 

 



 

 

Johnson City Middle School 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 

School leaders in Johnson City are conducting a study to determine whether 

the city needs another middle school.  Johnson City Director of Schools 

Steve Barnett told us the plan would make Indian Trail Intermediate School a 

second middle school.  Expansions are expected to begin soon at Liberty Bell 

Middle School to accommodate more students.   

 

 

 

Bristol Report Cards 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date: 10.19.17 

 

 

 

Students from Bristol, Tennessee City Schools will no longer get printed 

copies of report cards.  As of yesterday, students from Vance Middle School 

and Tennessee High School will get their report cards online.  Dr. Annette 

Tudor says it’s an easier way for parents to stay updated on their student’s 

progress.  Now, parents can constantly check the progress of their student’s 

grades instead of waiting until the end of the nine weeks.  Dr. Tudor says 

parents may get a hard copy of their student’s report card.  All they have to 

do is call the school and request it. 



 

 

 

Washington County, TN Schools 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

Washington County Tennessee Schools are recognizing their students for 

having the best TN Ready scores in our region.  The school district says the 

state now recognizes it as an exemplary school district.  State scores show 

Washington County Schools scored higher than any other county in our 

region in English, Language Arts, Science and Math.   

 

 

 

Washington County Board of Education 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 

 

 

 

Washington County, TN school leaders spent time tonight going over plans to 

deal with problems at Jonesborough Elementary School.  However, leaders 

said they do not have enough money to move forward with any of the current 

plants.  They said they’re millions of dollars short.  They want to determine 

which fix is best for Jonesborough Elementary and how to pay for it.  The 

school board looked at two plans Thursday night.  One would keep the 

signature round part of Jonesborough Elementary and renovating.  The other 



would demolish the school and start from scratch for a new K-8 school.  

However, the $20 million set aside for the project is not enough for either 

option.  No decision was made at the meeting.   

 

 

 

Teacher Reprimanded 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.23.17 

 

 

 

A Washington County, TN teacher who was recently reinstated after being 

fired for misconduct is facing a new allegation.  In November 2016, Jennifer 

Collins was fired from Gray Elementary School for reportedly having 

physical contact with students.  In April of this year, that decision was 

overturned by the school board in a 5 to 4 vote, and she returned to the school 

system in August.  She’s now a teacher at Midway Alternative School.  

School district records reveal she was reprimanded in August, less than 20 

hours into her new teaching position for reportedly putting her thumb on or in 

a 7th grade male student’s ear.  Director of Schools Kimber Halliburton tells 

us she still does not agree with the board’s decision to reinstate Collins.  

Halliburton tells us Collins is still a teacher at the school and she’s always in 

a classroom with at least one other adult at all times. 

 

 

 

Tuition 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.25.17 



 

 

 

Many parents of  college students will tell you the cost of college is rising.  

Now, there’s a report to back up their claims.  The College Board’s Annual 

Report found the price of a college education rose faster than inflation again.  

The report says the annual cost rose by $300 at public four year colleges.  For 

private colleges, the report cited an annual increase of $800.   

 

 

 

NE State Bristol Closure 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.26.17 

 

 

 

Northeast State Community College plans to close its Bristol campus.  The 

college says it is to help balance revenues with expenses.  The Bristol site 

costs Northeast State about $23,000 in rent per month.  It currently enrolls 

about 140 students.  Northeast State President James King says employees at 

the site will be relocated. 

 

 

 

TSSAA Investigation 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.26.17 

 

 



 

We learned of new allegations tonight against a Tri-Cities area football coach 

who’s currently on administrative leave during an investigation into 

misconduct.  The TSSAA said David Crockett High School athletic officials 

reached out to them saying Gerald Sensabaugh tried to get football players 

from David Crockett to talk with Dobyns-Bennett High School’s coach about 

playing there.  The association says that’s against its recruiting rule, and it is 

investigating. 

 

 

 

King Cuts 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.27.17 

 

 

 

Some faculty members at King University will soon be out of jobs.  The 

university says it will not renew the contracts of 9 full-time faculty members 

at its Bristol campus.  King says the 9% decrease in its total number of 

faculty is in order to maintain its operations and budget.  The university is 

also not renewing 2 full-time positions at its Knoxville campus. 

 

 

 

Band Competition 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.28.17 

 

 



 

Bands from across our region gathered for a competition at Science Hill High 

School.  Science Hill hosted the fifth annual Hilltopper Invitational.  The 

competition featured 17 bands from the Tri-Cities.  Each school was judged 

by a panel on both music and visual performance.  Two high schools took 

home the title Grand Champion in their divisions:  Elizabethton High School 

and Sullivan North. 

 

 

 

Absent Teachers 

Length:  2:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.17 

 

 

 

By law, students are only allowed to miss a certain number of days of school 

without a good reason. But how many days can teachers miss?  We combed 

through federal data to see if any teachers in the Tri-Cities are chronically 

absent.  The U.S. Department of Education considers a teacher chronically 

absent if he or she misses 10 or more days of class in one school year.  The 

most recent data, reported from the 2013-2014 school year shows 25% of 

teachers were considered chronically absent in Greene County Schools.  Dr. 

David McClain, Director of Schools, says the system has been tracking 

teacher attendance heavily for the past year in Greene County.  Federal data 

from 2013 shows Sullivan County with 14% of teachers considered 

chronically absent.  Carter County had 7%, Elizabethton Schools 4%, 

Kingsport 7%, and Johnson City 19%.  Washington County Schools had the 

highest percentage for the 2013-2014 school year with 36% of teachers 

considered chronically absent.  We asked the school systems for numbers for 

the 2015-2016 school year.  Kingsport city Schools reported 32% of teachers 

considered chronically absent.  Johnson City and Carter County reported 



26%.  According to the data, even if a teacher is out due to maternity or 

medical leave, that teacher is still considered chronically absent.   

 

 

 

Greene County Schools Plan 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.17 

 

 

 

Greene County Schools unveiled two possible plans to consolidate schools 

tonight.  Greene County currently has 4 high schools.  Administrators predict 

a drop in high school enrollment in the next decade.  One option calls for the 

construction of a new centrally located high school.  The second option calls 

for the construction of 2 new centrally located high schools.  Both options 

cost more than 90 million dollars and cost more than $90 million and call for 

the closure of Chuckey Doak Middle School along with the renovation and 

remodeling of schools across the district.  No decisions were made tonight.  

The consolidation plan is posted on the Greene County Schools website. 

 

 

 

Career Expo 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Daniel Gray 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  10.31.17 

 

 

 



High school students from around the region got a preview of adulthood at an 

event in Kingsport.  More than 1700 11th grade students attended Eastman’s 

7th annual Career Expo.  Students discussed career options with 

representatives from area businesses.  Students were given real life scenarios 

to help them understand what they may experience in the not so distant 

future.  Sixteen high schools took part in this year’s expo. 

 

 

 

East Side Visit 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee financial leaders will visit a Tri-Cities area elementary school later 

this week. State Treasurer David Lillard and Tennessee Financial Literacy 

Commission Director Bill Parker will visit East Side Elementary School 

Friday.  They’re in town to see how a digital education program called 

“Vault” is teaching students financial skills.  Vault is used in grades 4 through 

8.  State Senator Rusty Crowe and State Representative John Holtsclaw will 

also attend. 

 

 

 

Lee County School Referendum 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.2.17 

 

 



 

In five days, voters in Lee County will cast their ballots in a $47 million 

school board tax referendum.  The plan involves the closure of several 

schools, constructing new ones and massive renovations.  The plan would 

close Elk Knob, Elydale, Flatwoods, St. Charles, Jonesville Middle, and 

Pennington Middle.  Renovations would be made to Dryden, Rose Hill and 

Thomas Walker.  Two new schools would be built:  Jonesville Elementary 

and Pennington Elementary.  They would house PreK through grade 5.  The 

total cost of all the projects would be just under $45 million.  The plan 

outlines three possible implications for taxpayers, and all of those include tax 

increases.   

 

 

 

Financial Lessons 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.3.17 

 

 

 

Elizabethton’s East Side Elementary students are demonstrating their ability 

to manage money.  They put their financial literacy on display for 

Tennessee’s Treasurer and Financial Commission Director.  Through East 

Side’s “Vault-Understanding Money” program, students are learning how to 

save and budget cash as well as getting an education in insurance, taxes and 

investments.  The Vault program uses interactive tools to teach about money 

matters.  Grades 4 – 8 participate in the program in 123 Tennessee schools. 

 

 

 

Betsy Band 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 



Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.5.17 

 

 

 

A local high school marching band scored second place in the Tennessee state 

band championship over the weekend.  The Elizabethton High School Betsy 

Band was less than a point away from a perfect season, according to its drum 

major. 

 

 

 

Sullivan East Middle Groundbreaking 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  7pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

The weather forced school leaders to reschedule tomorrow’s groundbreaking 

on a new, area elementary school.  Sullivan County School Board leaders 

rescheduled the groundbreaking for Sullivan East Middle School for Friday, 

November 17 at noon. 

 

 

 

Crissy Haslam Visit 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Allie Hinds 

Show:  7pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 



 

 

Improving the reading skills of Tennessee students was the topic today as 

Tennessee First Lady Crissy Haslam made her way across the Tri-Cities.  

This morning, she talked with members of Kingsport’s business community 

at Meadowview.  The First Lady talked about the importance of getting all 

Tennessee Children to read on grade level.  Haslam said the best thing 

parents can do to help improve their child’s reading skills is to get involved.  

She suggested parents read 20 minutes a day with their children. 

 

 

 

Lee County, VA Schools Referendum 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over-Graphics-Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 

 

A vote in Lee County, Virginia sent a strong message to school leaders.  A 

majority of people casting ballots voted no to a $47 million school board 

referendum.  The referendum would have impacted taxpayers.  The school 

facilities plan called for the closure of 6 schools, the renovation of 3 schools 

and construction of 2 new schools.  Now, Lee County School Board Chair 

Michael Kidwell says the board has major discussions ahead.  The school 

board will met with the board of supervisors December 7 to determine what 

can be done to address school issues and renovations in the county. 

 

 

 

TN Ready 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Allie Hinds 



Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

This year, a scanning issues affected more than 9,000 TN Ready tests.  We 

talked with TN Education Commissioner Candice McQueen.  She told us 

99% of the tests were accurate, but the state is working to make sure the 

accuracy is 100% moving forward, “We have created a quality improvement 

plan on how that scoring challenge related to scanning program will be 

fixed.”  The state recently announced an Assessment Task Force dedicated to 

looking at how best to improve the tests.  The testing company Queststar has 

also vowed to fix the issue.  Queststar says it is producing revised reports and 

is committed to doing so as quickly as possible. 

 

 

 

Sensabaugh Investigation 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

An investigation into allegations of wrong-doing at a Washington County, TN 

high school has hit a roadblock.  Those allegations include the suspended 

head football coach and athletic director at David Crockett.  An outside law 

firm is investigating allegations of wrong-doing against Coach Gerald 

Sensabaugh, who is on administrative leave.  The Athletic Director Josh Kite 

is also on suspension while the law firm investigates allegations against him 

made by Sensabaugh.  Director of Schools Kimber Halliburton tonight said 

the law firm has completed all interviews except for Sensabaugh.  

Halliburton said the law firm reached out to Sensabaugh’s attorney around 2 

weeks ago but has not gotten a response. 



 

 

 

ETSU Board 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.10.17 

 

 

 

The East Tennessee State University Board of Trustees took steps today 

toward improving safety on campus.  It was one of the topics discussed at its 

quarterly meeting.  An assessment will be conducted to determine what safety 

improvements should be made on campus. 

 

 

 

New School Plans 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date:  11.13.17 

 

 

 

A massive school consolidation plan is moving forward in Sullivan County.  

Tonight, the board of education approved design plans for a brand new high 

school.  The new school will be on Lynn Road off Interstate 81.  The school 

plans to focus on career and technical education courses with a goal to 

graduate students that are job ready in various fields.  Sullivan North, Central 

and South will close as part of the facilities plan.  Not everyone is happy with 

that.  Parent Joel Sanders said he and more than 200 other parents have 



signed a petition to keep Sullivan South open.  The school board said it plans 

to open bids for the new high school in December. 

 

 

 

Northeast State Investigation 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.14.17 

 

 

 

A state lawmaker is calling for the state comptroller’s office to investigate 

Northeast State Community College and the Tennessee Board of Regents.  

State Senator Jon Lundberg says he’s in the process of filing a formal request 

for the statewide review.  Earlier this year, Northeast State announced cuts to 

its budget and staff to make up for a $5 million budget shortfall.  Senator 

Lundberg’s request follows our investigation that revealed the TBR knew the 

college’s financial survival was in question as far back as 2013.  TBR tells us 

it made changes to increase oversight at all its campuses, but Senator 

Lundberg says he wants to see the changes on paper.  Senator Lundberg says 

he plans to send the request this week. 

 

 

 

ETSU Fine Arts Construction 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.15.17 

 

 

 



Construction is underway for the new fine arts center at East Tennessee State 

University.  Crews were out today working on the new facility which will be 

right next to the Millennium Centre off West State of Franklin Road.  

Johnson City leaders say the $500 million project is expected to bring large-

scale traveling shows to Johnson City.  The city put up $8 million for the 

project, which is scheduled to open in fall 2019. 

 

 

 

Northeast State 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

Three more northeast Tennessee lawmakers signed on to request for an 

independent state review of the Tennessee Board of Regents and Northeast 

State Community College.  Senator Jon Lundberg and Representatives John 

Crawford, Bud Hulsey and Timothy Hill sent a letter to the Tennessee 

Comptroller of the Treasury today.  It calls for a statewide review of what led 

to the financial problems at Northeast State and the safeguards now in place 

to prevent future financial collapses at Tennessee’s community colleges.  The 

letter said, “It seems the entire situation could have been avoided by earlier 

intervention by the Tennessee Board of Regents.”  The lawmakers’ request 

follows our Community Watchdog investigation, which found TBR knew 

Northeast State’s financial survival was in question as far back as 2013.  

Following the college’s $5 million shortfall, TBR assured us it’s since 

increased oversight. 

 

 

 

School Groundbreaking 

Length:  :45 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.17.17 

 

 

 

Hundreds came out to celebrate the groundbreaking of the first new school to 

be built in Sullivan County in more than 30 years.  County and school 

leaders, parents, teachers and staff broke ground on the new Sullivan East 

Middle School this afternoon on Weaver Pike.  Students helped turn dirt 

during the ceremony.  Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski says this is part 

of a big school consolidation effort in Sullivan County, “We will be closing 

two of our older buildings, Bluff City Middle and Holston Valley Middle, 

both have served us very well, both have served our communities very well, 

but we are looking forward to giving our students this new opportunity.  The 

new Sullivan East Middle is expected to open in 2019. 

 

 

 

Jonesborough Elementary – Board of Education 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

A plan to update a school in Tennessee’s oldest town is still way over budget.  

For years, parents have complained about conditions at Jonesborough 

Elementary School.  After hearing about a first round of options that were far 

over budget, the architect went back to the drawing board and unveiled the 

latest revisions tonight – which are still too expensive for Washington 

County, Tennessee.  The architect told the board of education he will have to 

decrease size or decrease quality.  Both of the revised plans reduced square 



footage to reduce costs.  Option one is to renovate the current signature round 

part of the school.  Option two eliminates the round portion and builds a new 

school.  The budget is 20.75 million dollars for the new K-8 school and 

magnet school next door.  There’s talk of delaying the magnet school portion 

of the plan.  That will take a lot of discussion and a school board vote.   

 

 

 

STEM Students Visit Hands On 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.21.17 

 

 

 

Hands On Museum has a new resource for children to learn about astronomy.  

A grant and new partnership with the Tennessee Valley Authority made the 

new addition possible.  Today, children from Avoca Elementary School in 

Bristol got to experience the new equipment – a telescope that allows users to 

look directly at the sun.  Hands On says parents have been asking for more 

resources in astronomy.  The museum’s new partnership with TVA will also 

provide new programming, a new permanent exhibit and field trip 

scholarships for Title I schools. 

 

 

 

Head Start 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 



 

Telamon Corporation, the provider of Early Head Start in Carter County, 

celebrated its new facility in Elizabethton today.  A ribbon cutting ceremony 

took place at the new center, located at 139 Judge Don Lewis Boulevard.  

Applications for enrollment at the new facility are currently being accepted.  

The program is for low-income families with infants and toddlers ages 6 

weeks to 3 years.  The Early Head Start Program offers free child care 

Monday through Friday from 8 until 2.  Children participate in activities to 

promote learning. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Expansion 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 

 

 

Kingsport City School leaders announced the start date for an expansion to 

Dobyns-Bennett High School..  Officials will break ground on the Regional 

Science and Technology Center on December 7.  The estimated 23 million 

dollar expansion will include new classrooms, labs and opportunities for high 

level coursework.  School officials say the new facility would raise Dobyns-

Bennett’s capacity to support 25 hundred students.  Administrators anticipate 

a move-in date in the winter of 2019. 

 

 

 

Fairmont 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.1.17 

 

 

 

Johnson City’s Fairmont Elementary School earned an elite status.  The 

school is one of only two schools in Tennessee, and a hundred across the 

country, to be named a National Title School.  The award recognizes schools 

for positive educational advances.  Fairmont also earned Reward School 

Distinction by the Tennessee Department of Education. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Expansion 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.6.17 

 

 

 

A much anticipated expansion at Dobyns-Bennett High School took another 

step forward today.  A ground breaking ceremony this afternoon signaled a 

new era for Kingsport students.  Once completed, the new Regional Science 

and Technology Center will include 18 science and tech labs.  There will also 

be student and teacher workspace and research labs.  The center is expected 

to be ready for move-in during winter 2019. 

 

 

 

School Zones 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 



Air Date:  12.8.17 

 

 

 

The Bristol Tennessee Police Department alerts drivers to a new state law 

going into effect January 1.  It will be illegal to talk on a hand held phone if 

you are driving through an active school zone.  If you get caught, it could 

cost you up to $50.  Drivers over the age of 18 can use the phone with a 

hand-free device in an active zone.  However, the law states those under the 

age of 18 cannot. 

 

 

 

TN Ready 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  12.12.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee lawmakers like to tout the growth of K-12 students statewide, but 

several educators today said recent testing problems are holding thousands of 

kids and teachers back.  The educators testified before a legislative 

committee in Nashville.  Dr. Shannon Groom, an elementary principal from 

Newport, said this of TN Ready exams, “It’s not about good or bad, it’s about 

getting something consistent so that we can educate kids in a proper manner.  

Continually changing things at the expense of my kids and teachers is 

wrong.”  Rep. Jeremy Faison said, “Let’s just take it easy on the teachers.  

They can do an entire evaluation without adding on TN Ready on their 

scores.  They are dry heaving at home over this.  They are freaking out and 

scared to death.”  State Education commissioner Candice McQueen said 

there’s been a 3 year transition to the tests, “We have monitored and adjusted 

the amount that TN Ready counts in both teacher evaluation and student 



grades during that transition period.”  McQueen said her recently convened 

task force is also addressing the issues with the TN Ready tests. 

 

 

 

Higher Ed Bill 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.13.17 

 

 

 

A republican bill that would eliminate key loan subsidies for college students 

and give a boost to for-profit colleges passed its first major hurdle in the 

House today.  After nearly 10 hours of debate, the House Committee on 

Education and Workforce approved the legislation that would eliminate the 

interest subsidy for loans received by about 6 million students.  It would also 

eliminate regulations that protect students who are defrauded by for-profit 

schools.  The American Council of Education says the bill would have the 

effect of increasing students’ interest payments by 45% for a 4-year degree.  

The Senate is working on its own version of the bill. 

 

 

 

Greene County Consolidation 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 



Proposed major changes to a local school system are moving forward after 

winning approval from school leaders.  The Greene County School Board 

voted tonight on a controversial plan to consolidate Greene County Schools.  

Some board members told us it’s the hardest decision they’ve had to make.  

The vote came after a nearly 2 hour meeting.  The vote was 6 to 1.  The plan 

will combine all four high schools into one brand new high school.  It will 

host more than 2 thousand students.  All current high schools will be 

renovated into middle schools, with the exception of Chuckey-Doak.  That 

facility will close.  West Pines, Glenwood and Camp Creek Elementary 

Schools will also close.  The estimated $90 million project will reduce 

Greene County school facilities from 16 to 13.  The plan now goes to the 

county commission.  It must approve the funding for school consolidation. 

 

 

 

TN Drop-Out Rates 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.17 

 

 

 

A new report shows enrollment among Tennessee Community Colleges is 

increasing, but dropout rates remain alarmingly high.  The advocacy group 

Complete Tennessee found community college enrollment grew 2% over the 

past year.  Despite that increase, the report found adult enrollment dropped 

25% since 2011.  Governor Haslam said his priorities and budget in 2018 will 

spotlight low graduation rates. 

 

 

 

ETSU Graduation 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.15.17 

 

 

 

Roads near East Tennessee State University are expected to be busy 

tomorrow for the university's fall graduation.  ETSU expects more than 1300 

of its students to graduate.  If you're headed to one of the two commencement 

ceremonies, officials advise you to get there early.  The university will have 

new security measures in place.  Students and guests must go through metal 

detectors and have their bags searched. 

 

 

 

University of Tennessee Graduation 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.15.17 

 

 

 

The University of Tennessee held its graduation ceremonies this morning.  

Administrators awarded more than 1,000 degrees to undergraduates.  Family 

and friends packed inside Thompson Boling Arena to cheer for the graduates. 

 

 

 

East Tennessee State University Football 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Graphics – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore / Kane O'Neill 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.17.17 



 

 

 

Just a little more than a week after former head football coach Carl Torbush 

announced his retirement at East Tennessee State University, ETSU named a 

new head coach.  Morristown native Randy Sanders will lead the Bucs 

football program.  The school made the announcement today.  Sanders comes 

to ETSU after spending the last 4 years as Florida State's offensive 

coordinator.   

 

 

 

Superintendent Search 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.17 

 

 

 

The search for Kingsport City School's next superintendent took a step 

forward today.  The board of education decided who it wants to fill the post.  

It unanimously chose to start contract negotiations with Dr. Jeffrey 

Moorhouse, the current director of Greeneville City Schools.  His salary is 

yet to be determined, but former Superintendent Dr. Lyle Ailshie started at 

$159,000.  If Dr. Moorhouse's contact is approved, and he signs it, he could 

start as Kingsport City School's next superintendent by the end of March 

2018. 

 

 

 

Fairmont School 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 



Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.19.17 

 

 

 

This morning, Fairmont Elementary School teachers and staff made the car 

line a little easier to endure.  They put on their craziest Christmas outfits and 

surprised parents and kids by greeting them with smiles and Christmas carols.  

Today marked the last day of school before Christmas break. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Wall 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.21.17 

 

 

 

Some big changes are on the way to Dobyns-Bennett High School.  School 

leaders are encouraging students and people of the city to snap a picture with 

the school's sign before it comes down.  Construction on a new science and 

technology center will start in early January.  The sign in front of the school 

will come down in a few days.  School officials say they will preserve the 

lettering and re-use them for the new building. 

 

 

 

Sullivan County Sheriff's Office in Schools 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over -Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.21.17 



 

 

 

Local law enforcement officers want children to know what they should do in 

an emergency.  That's why the Sullivan County Sheriff's Office started a new 

initiative.  Dispatchers and officers go into the county's elementary schools 

and teach children what to do if they have to call 911.  The sheriff's office 

says the program also serves as a way to build relationships between young 

people and law enforcement.  So far, officers have gone to a couple of 

classrooms.  They say it is their goal to get to every elementary school in the 

county. 

 



GOVERNMENT 

 

 

 
Senate Abortion Bill 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 

 

The United States House passed legislation that would outlaw most late-term 

abortions.  The legislation is a major priority of the GOP.  The House 

approved the measure by a near party line vote of 237 to 189.  The bill is 

expected to not reach an eager President Trump because it faces certain 

defeat in the Senate.   

 

 

 

Aerospace Vote 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.17 

 

 

 

The board of mayor and alderman in Kingsport voted tonight to become the 

latest government agency to financially back a unique new project at Tri-

Cities Airport.  A 160 acre site adjacent to the airport will be turned into an 

aerospace park.  It will be a regional hub for aerospace industries.  Five 



partnering governments are co-investing in the project.  Tonight Kingsport 

voted to spend about a million and a half dollars.   

 

 

 

Haslam Senate Decision 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.5.17 

 

 

 

Republican Tennessee Representative Marsha Blackburn is launching her bid 

for the U.S. Senate on the heels of Governor Bill Haslam’s decision to sit out 

the race.  Blackburn described herself in her campaign announcement as a 

“hard core, card carrying Tennessee conservative.”  Her announcement 

comes on the same day Governor Haslam announced he will not run for the 

Senate seat held by his long-time friend Bob Corker.   

 

 

 

Pence Abingdon Visit 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.17 

 

 

 

Vice President Mike Pence will make his way to Abingdon, Virginia next 

weekend for a rally to support Republican Ed Gillespie in the 

Commonwealth’s Gubernatorial Race.  The rally will take place at the 



Washington County Virginia Fairgrounds on Saturday at 6 pm.  Doors open 

at 4 pm.  Gillespie is running against Ralph Northam for Virginia Governor. 

 

 

 

Wise Gubernatorial Debate 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.9.17 

 

 

 

The major party candidates in Virginia’s race for governor revealed their 

plans for the Commonwealth in tonight’s third and final gubernatorial debate.  

The latest poll shows Democrat Northam ahead of Republican Gillespie by 7 

percent.  The poll is from Christopher Newport University.  Tonight’s debate 

too place at the University of Virginia at Wise.  The region hard hit by a 

decline in coal mining strongly backed Donald Trump in the Presidential 

election.  The President did not come up at the debate.  Instead the candidates 

made pointed attacks at each other.  Gillespie accused Northam of being an 

absentee Lieutenant Governor who neglected rural Virginia.  Northam blasted 

Gillespie for his past career as a Washington lobbyist who worked only to 

help the rich.   

 

 

 

MLK Vote 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 



 

The Johnson City Commission will consider the suggestion of the planning 

commission to change the name of King Street in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Junior.  The commission will vote at its November meeting.  After 

months of study and years of discussion, the planning commission chose 

King Street to honor King’s legacy.  The vote did not make everyone happy.  

Some community members feel a more prominent, heavily traveled road 

would be best to bear King’s name.  King Street is located between Johnson 

City Library and King Commons Park. 

 

 

 

TN U.S. Senate 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee republicans in the House are growing increasingly frustrated with 

their counterparts in the Senate.  They are blaming the other chamber for 

failing to act on legislative priorities.  We are approaching mid-October and 

despite controlling both chambers of Congress and the Presidency since 

January, Republicans have failed to achieve some of their biggest campaign 

promises.  Congressman Marsha Blackburn points to the nearly 300 bills 

passed by the House awaiting Senate approval.  That includes health care 

reform legislation and a budget.  The tough talk from the members of 

Congress comes as Tennessee Republican Senator Bob Corker engages in an 

escalating war of words with President Donald Trump.  After Corker called 

the White House an adult day care, President Trump called corker a fool.  

Tennessee Representative Chuck Fleischmann hope the feud ends soon so 

republicans in Washington can focus on finding ways to accomplish their 

agenda. 

 



 

 

Pete Peterson Review 

Length:  1:05 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

The Mayor of Johnson City updated the City Manager on his job 

performance after a recent review.  Last month we obtained Pete Peterson’s 

review and found Johnson City commissioners cited low morale and poor 

customer service.  Tonight, Mayor David Tomita gave Peterson a letter 

documenting how his overall score was 3 out of 5.  That means he met 

expectations.  Peterson scored highest in implementing commission policies 

and procedures and physical and financial resources.  He scored lowest in 

managing and supervising staff development.  Mayor Tomita says the 

commission will have a planning session next month to go over objectives for 

Peterson’s upcoming review period. 

 

 

 

Virginia Governor Race 

Length:  1:25 

Format:  Graphic - Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.13.17 

 

 

 

Virginia is one of 2 states in the national spotlight due to gubernatorial 

elections this year.  Many political experts say the elections could serve as a 

potential early referendum on President Donald Trump.  Voters in Virginia go 



to the polls November 7.  Republican Ed Gillespie and Democrat Ralph 

Northam are on the ballot.  Polls show Northam with a slight lead over Ed 

Gillespie.  The President’s approval ratings remain low at 43% and could 

sway some voters.   

 

 

 

Social Security 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.13.17 

 

 

 

Millions of Social Security recipients and other retirees will get a 2% cost of 

living increase in benefits next year.  It’s the largest increase since 2012 but 

totals only 25 dollars a month for the average recipient.  The Social Security 

Administration announced the increase today. 

 

 

 

Pence 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.14.17 

 

 

 

A Republican rally drew hundreds of supporters to Abingdon, Virginia 

tonight – less than a month away from Election Day for the gubernatorial 

race.  Speakers at the rally included Vice President Mike Pence, who wants to 

see republican Ed Gillespie lead the state.  Pence hit the stage just before 7 



saying he was proud to visit a region that supported him and President Trump 

last year.  He highlighted the promise for tax cuts under his own term, which 

is something Gillespie also wants to accomplish in Virginia if elected.  Pence 

said the administration needs someone like Gillespie who wants to put money 

back into the pockets of working families.  Some gathered on the corner of 

Cummings and Main Streets to protest the rally.  They said they do not feel 

Gillespie shares the true values of the Appalachian people.   

 

 

 

Bredesen TN Senate 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.16.17 

 

 

 

The last democrat to win a statewide race in Tennessee is considering a bid 

for U.S. Senate.  Former Governor Phil Bredesen says he’s considering 

running for Senator Bob Corker’s Seat.  Bredesen, 73, was first elected 

governor in 2002.  He was reelected in 2006, carrying each of the state’s 95 

counties. 

 

 

 

Kingsport City Hall 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 



Kingsport city leaders are one step closer to having a new home base that will 

be part of the downtown skyline.  Tonight, the board of mayor and alderman 

approved a letter of intent to move operations like city hall into the Region’s 

Building downtown.  The building is for sale for $2.7 million.  City leaders 

say they’ve already set aside $3.9 million in this year’s budget to consolidate 

four city buildings into that one.  Leaders say there are also plans to improve 

the city’s justice center.   

 

 

 

Eldridge Not Running for Re-Election 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.23.17 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities mayor announced he will not seek re-election.  Washington 

County Tennessee Mayor Dan Eldridge confirmed to News Channel 11 this 

evening he will not seek a third term.  In a statement, the mayor told us he 

never intended to serve more than 2 years.   

 

 

 

Bristol Virginia Debt 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.17 

 

 

 



Bristol, VA city leaders discussed their options for managing the city’s 

overwhelming debt at tonight’s city council meeting.  City leaders told News 

Channel 11 earlier this month the city will not be able to make its next debt 

payment.  Forty-one million dollars is due in 2021.  The payment is for the 

$57 million Bristol, VA owes on the Falls retail development.  Mayor Kevin 

Mumpower says the city’s total debt it around $100 million.  City Manager 

Randall Eads presented more detailed information on ways of restructuring 

portions or all of the city’s debt.  Mayor Mumpower says the council did not 

take a vote tonight, but it hopes to make a decision by the end of the year. 

 

 

 

Aerospace Park 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.17 

 

 

 

Washington County, Tennessee leaders agreed to invest in a major project 

that promises to bring thousands of jobs to the Tri-Cities region.  We’re 

talking about the aerospace park proposal.  Sullivan County, Kingsport, 

Bristol and Johnson City have already agreed to put up their part of the 

money for the development.  In total, it’s an 8.5 million dollar project.  Tri-

Cities Airport Authority says the aerospace park will be a huge benefit to 

companies interested in locating in our region.  Authority Executive Patrick 

Wilson says the Airport Authority will apply for a state grant and move 

forward with engineering and construction of the project early next year. 

 

 

 

VA Gubernatorial Race 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.27.17 

 

 

 

Both major party candidates in Virginia’s closely watched race for governor 

are promising to improve the state’s health care system.  However, 

Republican Ed Gillespie and Democrat Ralph Northam differ sharply on how 

to curb costs and increase care.  Their biggest difference is on Medicaid 

expansion.  Northam wants to expand the health care program for the poor to 

cover more low-income Virginians with the federal government picking up 

most of the bill.  Gillespie opposes Medicaid expansion.  He says its long-

term price tag will be unsustainable. 

 

 

 

Northam – Gillespie Poll 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.17 

 

 

 

A new poll in the Virginia Gubernatorial campaign shows Democrat Ralph 

Northam with a 17 point lead over Republican Ed Gillespie.  The poll was 

conducted by Quinnipiac University.  U.S. Congressman Phil Roe of Johnson 

City, Tennessee says the race will have big implications, “This governor race 

is a line in the sand.  If the democrats were to lose Virginia, which I think 

they are favored to keep the win, but if they were to lose that, it would be a 

huge blow to them.”  Election Day is November 7th. 

 

 

 



MTSU TN Governor Poll 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Governor race is a year away, but there’s a new poll showing 

the very early leaders.  Middle Tennessee State University polled 600 

Tennesseans.  The poll shows former Nashville Mayor Karl Dean has the 

highest approval from democrats at 49%.  He faces State Representative 

Craig Fitzhugh, who polled at 26%.  What’s not clear is who is leading the 

republican race.  State Rep. Diane Black has a 33% approval among 

republicans, but right behind her is House Speaker Beth Harwell with 32%.  

Also in the race are Tri-Cities Realtor Kay White, former State Senator Mae 

Beavers and Businessmen Randy Boyd and Bill Lee.  Tennessee primary 

elections are next August. 

 

 

 

Kaine on CHIP 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.2.17 

 

 

 

United States Senators Mark Warner and Tim Kaine of Virginia are 

requesting Congress reauthorize funding for a program they say is vital to the 

health of thousands of women and children in the Commonwealth.  Warner 

and Kaine sent a letter to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell asking 

him to bring legislation reauthorizing funding for the Children’s Health 



Insurance program, or CHIP.  Kaine says the program covers 66,000 children 

in Virginia.  Funding is set to run out January 31 if Congress does not 

reauthorize it.  CHIP helps families cover doctor visits, hospital care, 

prescription medicines, eyeglasses, immunizations and checkups for kids up 

to 19-years old.   

 

 

 

Kaine in Bristol 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.3.17 

 

 

 

Virginia U.S. Senator Tim Kaine kicked off his day in Bristol, Virginia.  With 

only a few days left until voters in the Commonwealth head to the polls to 

select a new Governor, Kaine hit the campaign trail.  He’s urging people to 

support the democratic candidates in state races.   

 

 

 

MLK, Jr. Road 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.3.17 

 

 

 

The Tennessee State Legislature must approve a road designation in Johnson 

City to honor Civil Rights Leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior.  Johnson 

City’s Planning Commission recommended renaming King Street in King’s 



honor.  At Thursday night’s commission meeting, a local pastor 

recommended University Parkway as the road to honor King.  Commissioner 

Ralph Van Brocklin proposed the recommendation.  It got unanimous 

approval from the commission.  University Parkway addresses will remain 

the same and upon state approval, Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Parkway 

signs will be added.   

 

 

 

Greene County Democrats 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

Tonight in Greeneville, Tennessee’s top democrat hosted a town hall.  Mary 

Mancini is in her third year at Chair of the Tennessee Democratic Party.  The 

Greene County chapter invited her to speak on the goals of the party.  

Mancini says she wants to energize supporters and get more democrats 

elected across the state.  She added that she’s hopeful that democratic 

candidate Ralph Northam will be the next governor of Virginia. 

 

 

 

Election Day in Virginia 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 

 



Democratic candidates swept the top political spots in races across the swing 

state of Virginia.  However, voting in southwest Virginia remained firmly 

republican.  Democratic Lt. Governor Ralph Northam defeated former 

Republican National Committee Chair Ed Gillespie.  In the race for 

Lieutenant Governor, democrat Justin Fairfax scored the win against 

Republican Jill Vogel.  Democrat and incumbent Mark Herring won another 

4-year term as the state’s top attorney, Attorney General. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Sports Facility 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.13.17 

 

 

 

A multi-million dollar sports complex in Johnson City was a hot topic of 

debate at the city commission meeting.  The city identified the construction 

of a new complex with fields and facilities for athletic tournaments as a top 

priority.  One potential is the expansion of the city-owned Winged Deer park 

on the Bristol Highway.  The city is studying the construction of the sports 

complex on that land.  Tonight, Johnson City Mayor David Tomita says he 

questions whether that’s the best site, and he has big concerns about the cost, 

“The problem is if you throw $40 million into a project, if you commit all 

your revenue for the next 5 or 10 years to one project, there’s nothing for 

anything else.”  Commissioners indicated the project as it stands could 

require a tax increase or a referendum vote.  City staff will present new plans 

with more options at the next commission meeting. 

 

 

 

City Manager & the Commission 

Length:  1:15 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  11.14.17 

 

 

 

At a meeting last night, some Johnson City commissioners shared their 

disappointment with the city manager’s lack of responsiveness following his 

annual review.  City Commissioner Joe Wise said, “I am merely asking for 

information that is critical to our commission doing its work.”  The city 

commission had hoped to discuss Pete Peterson’s objectives for the upcoming 

year by now, but Commissioner Wise said despite his repeated efforts earlier 

this month to secure the city manager’s written response to a list of draft 

objectives, Peterson did not provide that response until Sunday night.  Wise 

said by the time he received the 8-page document, he did not have enough 

time to sufficiently review it ahead of last night’s meeting.  As a result, the 

commission tabled discussion of the city manager’s objectives until next 

month.  Commissioner Ralph Van Brocklin said it would have been nice if 

the commission received Peterson’s response earlier.  Back in September, in 

Peterson’s annual review, commissioners said he meets expectations overall, 

but needs improvement when it comes to his responsiveness to others, among 

other things. 

 

 

 

SBK Vote 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 



Today, Sullivan County commissioners voted to dissolve the county’s 

partnership with SBK Animal Shelter.  The vote came after several volunteers 

spoke during the public comment portion of the meeting.  They said they 

want to be involved with the process moving forward.  The county’s decision 

means that after years of working together, Kingsport and Sullivan County’s 

animal shelter will now operate separately.  Petworks President Tom Parham 

says the City of Kingsport still has to vote on the separation.  The decision 

will become final by the end of the year. 

 

 

 

Tax Returns 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 

 

Four of the seven major candidates for Tennessee Governor are declining to 

release their federal income tax returns.  The Tennessean asked for copies of 

the candidates’ federal tax filings.  U.S. Representative Diane Black and 

fellow republican State House Speaker Beth Harwell provided financial 

summaries.  Democrat Craig Fitzhugh turned over his 2016 tax return.  Those 

who so far have not released their tax information are former State 

Representative Mae Beavers and businessmen Randy Boyd and Bill Lee.  

Lee said it was to protect his employees.  Former Nashville Mayor Karl Dean 

also declined the request.  Dean and republican Randy Boyd said they may 

consider releasing details in the future. 

 

 

 

Anti-harassment Training 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 

 

 

The House overwhelmingly voted in favor of adopting new rules to fight 

back against sexual harassment.  Members and staff will be required to attend 

anti-harassment training.  The new rules come at the same time democratic 

Congressman John Conyers of Michigan is accused of sexual harassment by 

several former aids.  Conyers says he has no plans to step down from elected 

office.  The House Ethics Committee is investigating. 

 

 

 

Red Light Cameras 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.7.17 

 

 

 

Red light traffic cameras will be around for years to come in Johnson City.  

That was the decision tonight by the Johnson City Commission.  The city’s 

contract with Redflex, the owner of the camera, is set to expire in March.  

Commissioners could have decided to take down the cameras that snap 

pictures of cars running red lights at six intersections around town.   

 

 

 

Kaine Challenger 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.11.17 

 

 

 

Today, a conservative minister announced he will join the fight for the 

republican nomination to challenge democratic U.S. Senator Tim Kaine of 

Virginia in 2018.  E.W. Jackson made the announcement on “The John 

Fredericks Show.”  The lawyer-turned preacher ran unsuccessfully for 

Lieutenant Governor in 2013.  Jackson joins Corey Stewart and Delegate 

Nick Freitas as announced candidates for the republican nomination. 

 

 

 

Mackler Out of Senate Race 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.13.17 

 

 

 

Attorney James Mackler announced he is dropping out of the democratic race 

for Tennessee U.S. Senate.  Mackler was campaigning to replace Senator Bob 

Corker.  His decision to drop out comes just days after former Tennessee 

Governor Phil Bredesen announced his campaign fort the seat.  Mackler 

faced a big challenge from Bredesen, who was the last democratic lawmaker 

to win a statewide election in Tennessee.  Mackler’s withdraw means for 

now, Bredesen runs unopposed for the democratic nomination. 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King Realignment 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Graphic – Package 



Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.19.17 

 

 

 

An historic Kingsport street could soon see some changes.  The city's Martin 

Luther King redevelopment project includes potential plans to realign Martin 

Luther King Drive.  It's located near Eastman Chemical Company's 

headquarters.  The city is considering realigning the road to improve access 

to Kingsport's downtown.  The improvements would also include wider 

sidewalks and benches.  It would also pave the way for more pedestrians to 

get to the site where Kingsport wants to build an entertainment complex.  The 

project is still in its early stages.  The city hopes to get federal funding for the 

project.   

 

 

 

Contraceptive Mandate 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.21.17 

 

 

 

A second United States judge blocked President Donald Trump's 

administration from enforcing new rules reversing an Affordable Care Act 

mandate that employers must pay for women's birth control.  A similar ruling 

came from a federal judge in Philadelphia Friday.  The Trump rules, 

announced in October, allowed businesses and non-profits to obtain 

exemptions on moral or religious grounds.  Judge Haywood Gilliam, Jr. put 

the rules on hold while a lawsuit challenging their legality continues.  The 

U.S. Justice Department said it is committed to defending religious liberty of 

all Americans and looks forward to doing so in court. 



 

 

 

TN Gay Marriage 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.22.17 

 

 

 

An East Tennessee County commission rejected a symbolic resolution 

condemning same-sex marriage.  Four Hamblen County commissioners 

voted for the resolution Thursday, five voted against it, and four did not vote.  

The resolution would have urged state politicians to push back on the United 

States Supreme Court's decision to legalize same-sex marriage across the 

country.  Before the vote, dozens of people demonstrated against the 

resolution outside the courthouse. 

 

 

 

Trump in Nashville 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.24.17 

 

 

 

President Donald Trump is set to take another trip to the Volunteer State early 

next year.  The President is the featured speaker at this year's Farm Bureau 

members convention in Nashville.  Though the Agriculture Department 

forecasts that farm profits will be relatively stable in 2017 after 3 consecutive 

years of decline, action on key issues on the President's agenda could help 



farmers turn the corner as they head into the new year.  The convention is 

January 5 through 10. 

 

 

 

Virginia Recount 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.25.17 

 

 

 

Election officials in Virginia will return after the holidays for a decision that 

will essentially make or break republican control of the House of Delegates.  

The State Board of Elections will meet Wednesday morning to draw lots to 

break the tie in the 94th district.  The drawing will decide whether incumbent 

David Yancey or Democrat Shelly Simonds will get the seat.  Simonds 

though she had a one vote victory after a recount, but a three judge panel 

declared the race a tie.  If Simonds name is drawn, the House will be evenly 

split between both parties. 

 

 

 

Greene County Mayor 

Length: 2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.28.17 

 

 

 

Several people already put their name in the race to become Greene County's 

next mayor.  We spoke with 2 of the candidates who filed paperwork with the 



Greene County Election Commission.  One is Greene County Commissioner 

Eddie Jennings.  The other is Greene County businessman Mike Gregg.  

Jennings says after 3 years as a commissioner, he knows what it will take to 

lead the county.  Michael Gregg told us he wants to help grow the county's 

economy.  The general election is August 2.  The last day to qualify for the 

race is Thursday, February 15 at noon. 

 

 

 

Washington County TN Audit 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.28.17 

 

 

 

For the first time in half a century, state auditors reviewed Washington 

County, TN's finances.  The Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury will 

release the audit tomorrow, but we obtained the state's summary of findings 

ahead of the public release.  It lists 25 findings and recommendations in all.  

The state raised concerns in a total of seven county offices, including 8 

findings linked to the offices of the county mayor and director of accounts 

and budgets and 7 findings in the office of the director of schools.  Among 

other things, auditors raised concerns about Washington County Schools 

failing to pay the IRSA tax deposit on time, which resulted in more than $800 

in penalties and interest and for buying used cars without obtaining 

competitive bids.  Auditors also raised 6 concerns in the trustee's office, 

including the fact that employees shared user names and passwords.  Trustee 

Monty Treadway told us he's taken the findings very seriously.  Schools 

Finance Director Brad Hale told us he does not expect the problems to 

happen in the future.  Finance and Administration Director Mitch Meredith 

says while he's disappointed, the audit findings are not surprising considering 

the state took over auditing responsibilities this year, which resulted in a fresh 

set of eyes, previously unfamiliar with the county's accounting practices and 



the fact the audit took place in the midst of Washington County's massive 

upgrade of its accounting software.  Meredith said he's confident all problems 

will be corrected. 

 

 

 

Randy Boyd 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.28.17 

 

 

 

A businessman hoping to be Tennessee's next governor released his tax 

returns.  The documents show Randy Boyd and his wife earned more than 

$42 million in 2015 and 2016.  Thirty million of that was taxable income.  If 

elected, Boyd says he intends to forgo the governor's salary.  In 2 years as 

State Economic Development Chief, Boyd said he returned his salary and 

covered travel expenses and other official expenses.  So far, 5 major 

candidates for Tennessee governor have provided at least some personal tax 

information. 

 

 

 

Fireworks Elizabethton 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.29.17 

 

 

 



Police in Elizabethton will be on the lookout for fireworks at New Year's 

Celebrations.  In September, the city council voted to prohibit the sale and 

use of residential fireworks.  Firework displays are only allowed by licensed 

professionals with permits for special events.  Prior to the change, the city 

allowed the use of fireworks around July 4 and New Year's Eve. 



HEALTH 

 

 

 
Walk Across Tennessee 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.1.17 

 

 

 

A local man who set out on a journey to walk across the state of Tennessee to 

raise money for St. Jude Children’s Hospital made it to his final destination a 

few hours ago.  Eric Latham, owner of Johnson City Brewing, began his 

journey in Mountain City in August.  His goal was to walk to Memphis.  We 

spoke with Latham’s wife this afternoon who told us her husband’s journey 

across the state exceeded his fundraising goal.  So far, he’s raised $14,300 for 

the hospital. 

 

 

 

Moles 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.2.17 

 

 

 

Researchers at NYU released recommendations for removing suspicious 

moles.  In order to remove all cancer cells the first time, the study suggests 



doctors cut out both the mole and a border of skin of at least 2 millimeters.  

Doctors call it one and done approach that avoids the need for a second 

surgery. 

 

 

 

Dental Antibiotics 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.9.17 

 

 

 

A new study links antibiotics prescribed by dentists to the super bug infection 

C-Diff.  Minnesota health officials found almost 40% of dentists are not 

following guidelines and are over prescribing antibiotics. 

 

 

 

Penicillin 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  10.9.17 

 

 

 

Surgery patients who think they’re allergic to penicillin are much more likely 

to develop infections.  That’s according to researchers at Massachusetts 

General Hospital who found alternative antibiotics are less effective. 

 

 

 

Haslam on Merger 



Length:  1:05 

Format:  Voice Over- Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.11.17 

 

 

 

Nearly 3 weeks remain until Virginia is scheduled to issue its decision on a 

move that could impact the healthcare of every person in southwest Virginia 

and northeast Tennessee.  Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont 

Health System want to merge into a company called Ballad Health.  Officials 

say last month, for the second time, the systems were granted a deadline 

extension so Virginia decision makers had enough time to review the merger 

applications.  The merger must have approval from Tennessee and Virginia 

before it can move forward.  Tennessee gave its approval in September.  

Governor Bill Haslam told us he thinks the move will be best for the long 

term health outcomes of the region.  The deadline for Virginia to issue its 

decision on the merger is Monday, October 30. 

 

 

 

Diabetes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.12.17 

 

 

 

A diet rich in Omega 6 fats may help prevent type 2 Diabetes.  Research in 

Lancet Journal analyzed studies from around the world and found people 

with the highest levels of the major Omega 6 fat were less likely to develop 

diabetes.  Omega 6 is found in nuts and soybean and sunflower oils. 

 



 

 

New Diabetes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.13.17 

 

 

 

Doctors in Brussels discovered a new type of diabetes.  They say the 

inherited disease is caused by a genetic mutation.  Eighty percent of its 

carriers develop the disease by the time they are 50. 

 

 

 

Cancer Insurance 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.17.17 

 

 

 

A new study from the American Cancer Society finds differences in 

insurance contribute significantly to breast cancer disparities between black 

and white women.  Researchers found among women with a certain kind of 

tumor, the risk of death in blacks was twice that of whites.  Insurance 

differences accounted for 37% of the gap.  Black women are more likely to 

be uninsured or have Medicaid. 

 

 

 

Migraines 



Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.18.17 

 

 

 

A study of headache sufferers finds patients who also had anxiety and 

depression had more frequent migraines.  Researchers in Taiwan say poor 

sleep quality also contributes to increased anxiety and depression. 

 

 

 

Walking 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.19.17 

 

 

 

Walking can help you live longer.  Research published in the American 

Journal of Preventive Medicine found regular walking, even distances below 

recommended levels, is associated with lower death rates.  Adults are 

encouraged to walk at least 150 minutes at a moderate pace each week. 

 

 

 

Concussions 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.20.17 



 

 

 

Concussion laws designed to reduce traumatic brain injury among high 

school athletes appear to be working. A study in the American Journal of 

Public Health says about 2 years after adopting new rules, states see a 

significant decline in head injuries.  Still, about 670 concussions are reported 

in high school sports each day. 

 

 

 

Alzheimer’s Disease Walk 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.21.17 

 

 

 

Today marked the annual “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” event in Kingsport.  

The walk raises money for care, support and research for the Alzheimer’s 

Association.  Each walker received a promise garden flower to represent each 

walker’s connection to the disease.  At last check, this morning’s walk raised 

more than $50,000. 

 

 

 

Diabetes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.24.17 

 

 



 

The number of Americans with diabetes continues to rise.  The number 

topped 25 million in 2015.  A study in the Annals of Internal Medicine finds 

doctors are doing a better job with screening and diagnosis.  Still, about 11% 

of diabetes cases go undiagnosed, most often in overweight patients. 

 

 

 

Senior Falls 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.24.17 

 

 

 

Senior citizens often worry about winter as the most likely time to get hurt in 

a fall.  But a study at the Hospital of Central Connecticut finds most hip 

fractures happen during the warm months and 76% of them happen indoors.  

Researchers say the most common threat is tripping over a rug.  The second 

leading cause is falling out of bed. 

 

 

 

Shingles Vaccine 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.25.17 

 

 

 

A federal panel is recommending people vaccinated for shingles get a new, 

better shot approved last week.  The advisory panel said the new vaccine 



works better than the first one made by Merck that’s been sold in the U.S. 

since 2006.  Health officials say as many as 20 million Americans should get 

the second shot.  Shingles is a painful blistery condition that happens when 

the chickenpox virus resurfaces later in life.  The vaccine is recommended for 

people 60 years and older. 

 

 

 

Menopause 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.26.17 

 

 

 

A study of nearly 80,000 women indicates underweight women are at greater 

risk for early menopause, compared to normal-weight women.  European 

researchers also determined women being underweight in their teens or mid-

30’s and young women who’ve lost 20 pounds or more at least 3 times are 

also at higher risk.  Early menopause is defined as happening before the age 

of 45. 

 

 

 

Peanuts 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.27.17 

 

 

 



A new study shows the number of children with a peanut allergy has shot up 

more than 20% since 2010.  It also reveals that 2.5% of children in the U.S. 

have the allergy.  The risk of developing a peanut allergy was nearly double 

for black children compared to white children.  New guidelines introduced 

earlier this year recommend parents of children with a risk of developing 

peanut allergies should introduce them early to peanut-containing food. 

 

 

 

Merger Deadline 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.30.17 

 

 

 

Virginia gave its approval to the Mountain States Health Alliance and 

Wellmont Health System merger.  Now, our region’s two largest health care 

providers will come together to form Ballad Health.  All that was needed for 

the merger to progress was approval from Virginia Commissioner of Health 

Marissa Levine.  That came late this afternoon – on the day of the deadline 

she had to issue a decision.  The merger needed approval from the State of 

Tennessee and Virginia to move forward.  Tennessee officials approved the 

move in mid-September.  Today’s announcement from Virginia brings an end 

to a more than 2 and a half year process.  The companies announced plans to 

join forces in April 2015.   

 

 

 

Niswonger Donation 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 



Air Date:  10.31.17 

 

 

 

Niswonger Children’s Hospital announced a new program to help babies born 

withdrawing from drugs.  Lisa Carter, CEO of Niswonger, says 20% of 

babies born at the hospital are born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, or 

NAS.  The program called “Families Thrive” aims to help mothers and babies 

once they leave the hospital.  Thanks to a generous $100,000 donation by 

Michael and Nancy Christian, there is additional funding for the life-saving 

program.   

 

 

 

Opioid-Free Anesthesia 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.17 

 

 

 

A Tennessee hospital is taking more steps to fight the nation’s opioid 

epidemic.  The University of Tennessee Medical Center in Knoxville is 

incorporating non-opioid alternatives to reduce the amount of fentanyl, a 

powerful I-V opioid, that’s typically administered through anesthesia.  Nerve 

blocks and Tylenol are alternatives UT Medical is using.  Hospitals around 

the country are looking into alternatives to opioids when controlling a 

patient’s pain during surgery. 

 

 

 

TN Best for Babies 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.17 

 

 

 

Tennessee’s Department of Health is recognizing 7 hospitals with “Best for 

Babies” awards.  Two of them are in our region.  The awards celebrate 

hospital efforts to reduce infant deaths and give babies and their families the 

best possible start.  The Department of Health awarded Indian Path Medical 

Center in Kingsport and Laughlin Memorial Hospital in Greeneville with the 

awards.  The region’s largest hospitals did not make the list. 

 

 

 

RAM Clinic 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.17 

 

 

 

Later this week, an event in the Tri-Cities region will offer free health care.  

Remote Area Medical Clinic will operate a three day event in Gray.  The 

clinic will provide free dental, vision and medical care to those who cannot 

afford it.  Services will include dental cleanings and fillings, eye exams and 

general medical exams.  Clinic doors will open at 6 am. each day beginning 

Friday.  It’s located at the Appalachian Fairground. 

 

 

 

Dementia 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.2.17 

 

 

 

Inflammation during middle age could be an early sign of dementia later in 

life.  A study appearing in the online journal Neurology suggest people who 

have inflammation indicators in their blood during their 40s and 50s could 

have brain changes associated with Alzheimer’s disease decades later. 

 

 

 

Hormone Replacement 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.3.17 

 

 

 

A new study suggests hormone replacement therapy may help some women’s 

memory.  Researchers found estrogen treatments after menopause protects 

memory that is needed for short term cognitive tasks. 

 

 

 

Healthy Kingsport 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.4.17 

 

 



 

Healthy Kingsport held its third annual Walk for Wellness Expo today with a 

special announcement.  The city hit its one million mile challenge.  It was a 

collective goal made last year of logging over a million miles of physical 

activity.  Organizers said the only other city in the country to hit a million 

miles is Phoenix.  The event held 2 community walks and fitness 

demonstrations. 

 

 

 

Remote Area Medical Clinic 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.6.17 

 

 

 

Hundreds of people received free health care this weekend at the Remote 

Area Medical Clinic held at the Appalachian Fairgrounds this weekend.  830 

patients came to the three day event for medical, dental and vision services.  

Five hundred 51 people received dental care, 387 got medical care, and 323 

received vision services.  RAM says it plans to hold the clinic at Appalachian 

Fairgrounds next November. 

 

 

 

Glaucoma 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.7.17 

 

 



 

A team of scientists from Berkley, California and Toronto discovered a 

potential treatment for glaucoma.  Researchers identified a molecule that 

protects nerves in the eye and can prevent damage. 

 

 

 

Cervical Cancer 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.8.17 

 

 

 

A common form of contraception may offer protection against cervical 

cancer.  Researchers from the University of Southern California found the 

incidence of cervical cancer was a third lower in women who used 

intrauterine devices.  Cervical cancer is the third most common cancer in 

women worldwide. 

 

 

 

Phosphate 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.9.17 

 

 

 

People with low levels of phosphate in their blood may be at higher risk for 

heart attacks.  Phosphate is a mineral found in protein rich foods like meat 

and poultry.  Researchers in England tracked more than 100,000 patients.  



They found having low levels or elevated levels of phosphate may pose a 

danger to cardiovascular health. 

 

 

 

Ballad Health 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.10.17 

 

 

 

We now know who will lead Ballad Health.  That’s the company being 

formed through the merger of Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont 

Health System.  The formal rivals just got state permission to merge.  Today, 

Ballad Health announced the 11 member inaugural Board of Directors.  Eight 

members are from Tennessee, and three are from Virginia.  Current Mountain 

States President Alan Levine will serve as executive chair.  Organizers hope 

to finalize the Ballad Health merger early next year. 

 

 

 

New Blood Pressure Guidelines 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.13.17 

 

 

 

Today, the American Heart Association released new blood pressure 

guidelines.  The new guidelines define top readings of 130 and bottom 

readings of more than 80 as the new high.  The change will result in nearly 



50% of the adult population having high blood pressure.  The change is 

expected to have the biggest impact on men and women who are under the 

age of 45.  The new guidelines also emphasize making sure blood pressure 

readings are accurate.  The authors say blood pressure levels should be based 

on 2 or 3 readings at least 2 different times and that people should learn the 

proper techniques for checking their blood pressure at home. 

 

 

 

FDA Clears Opioid Device 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.15.17 

 

 

 

United States health authorities cleared a device that claims to relieve drug 

withdrawal symptoms.  The Food and Drug Administration approved the 

NSS2 Bridge.  It’s worn behind the ear where electrodes stimulate nerves in 

the brain and spinal cord to relieve symptoms.  Those include joint pain, 

anxiety, stomach aches and insomnia.  The FDA says a study of more than 70 

patients showed a 30 percent decrease in symptoms within 30 minutes of 

using the device. 

 

 

 

Coffee 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.17.18 

 

 



 

Regular coffee drinking may be good for your liver.  That’s according to a 

panel of experts in Europe.  They found coffee consumption reduced the risk 

of liver diseases like liver cancer and cirrhosis by up to 70%. 

 

 

 

Hospital Merger 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Nate Morabito 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 

 

 

 

Before Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System close 

on their now approved merger, they gave the Federal Trade Commission a 

30-day window to review the deal.  Today, an FTC spokesperson told us the 

commission is “still reviewing the transaction.”  The health systems 

confirmed while FTC approval is not required, the two organizations reached 

an agreement with the FTC early in the process that they would not close the 

transaction for 30 days after the states approved the COPA and Cooperative 

Agreement.  Although FTC employees have raised significant concerns about 

the merger, the two health systems, which will become Ballad Health, 

reminded us the FTC itself has not taken a formal position.  The health 

systems expect to close in early 2018, but have not yet set a specific date. 

 

 

 

Hospital Beam 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Jones 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.17 



 

 

 

A one-time source of conflict for the previous rival hospital systems reached 

a major milestone today.  Construction crews placed the final steel beam for 

the new Unicoi County Memorial Hospital.  Mountain States purchased the 

community owned hospital after a bitter fight with Mountain States over 

rights to purchase it.  The hospital is still on scheduled to be completed by 

fall 2018. 

 

 

 

Coffee Benefits 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air date:  11.23.17 

 

 

 

If you’re a hardcore coffee lover, we’ve got good news for you.  You don’t 

have to give up your caffeine habit to be healthy.  Researchers found health 

benefits in drinking 3 or 4 cups a day.  The research showed that those who 

consumed java regularly had lower risks of premature death, cardiovascular 

disease, Parkinson’s disease, depression, dementia, some cancers, type 2 

diabetes and liver disease.  Doctors warn that these findings are not enough to 

advise those who are not drinking coffee already to pick up the habit, just that 

people who are already drinking that much do not necessarily need to stop. 

 

 

 

Arthritis 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.27.17 

 

 

 

Arthritis may affect a much higher percentage of American adults than 

people think.  Researchers from Boston University say current estimates do 

not take into account the patient’s joint symptoms.  The study found when 

that information is included; the estimated number of Americans with 

arthritis jumps 68% higher than previously reported. 

 

 

 

Safe Babies 

Length:  1:05 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.28.17 

 

 

 

In a move to keep newborn babies safe, Mountain States Health Alliance is 

now offering “baby boxes” to new moms that have a baby at hospitals within 

the healthcare system.  The campaign, a partnership with the Baby Box 

Company, kicked off today at Niswonger Children’s Hospital.  The Tennessee 

Department of Health says 25% of infant deaths in the state are caused by 

unsafe sleeping environments.  The cozy boxes provide a safe sleep haven for 

newborns and give mom an alternative to cribs.  The Baby Box idea 

originated in Finland. There, they have been using them for 80 years.  The 

Baby Box is free, but in order to get one, moms must complete online 

education through Baby Box University which can be done at home before 

delivery or in the hospital.   

 

 

 



Salt School Lunches 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.17 

 

 

 

The Trump Administration says it will not enforce an Obama-era plan to 

further reduce the amount of salt in school lunches.  The Obama 

Administration had set targets to reduce the amount of sodium in school 

meals each year.  The Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition 

Service announced today it would keep the current targets for sodium levels 

unchanged through 2019.  Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said 

previously that relaxing the restrictions is necessary because children simply 

do not eat the healthier meals. 

 

 

 

Free Glasses 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.30.17 

 

 

 

Some students in Carter County will soon be seeing things a little more 

clearly.  All thanks to a company who says their mission is to improve lives 

by improving sight.  One hundred eighty-three children in Carter County 

were bused to Valley Forge Freewill Baptist Church today where they 

received free eye exams and free glasses.  The Essilor Vision Foundation 

provided the services today.  The group decided to help out after learning 

there was a definite need for vision care for so many kids in the county. 



 

 

 

Periodontal Disease 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.1.17 

 

 

 

A new study finds a link between periodontal disease and esophageal cancer.  

NYU researchers say certain bacteria often found in the mouths of people 

with gum disease were up to 21% more likely to develop cancer of the 

esophagus. 

 

 

 

Sensitive Santa 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.3.17 

 

 

 

The annual Sensitive Santa event at the Mall at Johnson City welcomed 

children with special needs to stop by and meet a Christmas legend.  The 

Mall partnered with Autism Speaks for the event.  It gives children the 

chance to visit Santa in a more comfortable environment.  One dad told us 

the judgment free zone is rare for families with children who have special 

needs.  Seventy children participated in the event. 

 

 



 

Dementia 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.4.17 

 

 

 

Doctors in Canada are developing a simple, new tool to help identify people 

on the path to dementia.  The idea is to use cognitive charges, similar to 

growth charts used for children.  Doctors would track patients’ cognitive 

scores over time, making it easier to monitor any decline before irreversible 

damage occurs. 

 

 

 

Women Cancer 

Length:  :15 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.5.17 

 

 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say more women in the 

United States are surviving ovarian, colon and breast cancers, but there are 

racial disparities.  Researchers say black women have a lower survival rate 

compared to white women. 

 

 

 

Flu 

Length:  :50 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date:  12.6.17 

 

 

 

Experts with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are forecasting a 

spike in flu cases over the holiday season.  Flu season typically begins in 

October and runs through March.  Since October 1, Mountain States Health 

Alliance reports 80 positive flu cases at its facilities.  Once infection 

prevention expert says this year’s flu season could be severe, “It looks like 

the dominant strain is what we call H3N2.  When that is the dominant strain 

that circulates, what we typically see is a more severe season.  So, we see 

more people that are sicker, we see more hospitalizations and just an all-

around pretty bad flu season.”  If you haven’t already, doctors urge you to get 

a flu shot. 

 

 

 

Cheese 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Daniel Gray 

Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  12.7.17 

 

 

 

Researchers say cheese might actually be good for you.  The data shows 

people who eat small amounts of cheese daily have a lower risk of having a 

stroke and getting heart disease.  That’s compared to people who rarely eat or 

do not eat cheese.  Researchers say moderation is key.  The daily cheese 

eaters in the study only consumed a small amount. 

 

 



 

Hearing Loss 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.8.17 

 

 

 

New research finds a small link between age-related hearing loss and 

increased risk for cognitive decline and dementia.  Researchers in Ireland 

reviewed 36 studies involving more than 20 thousand participants in the 

research. 

 

 

 

Flu Season 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.8.17 

 

 

 

Health officials say the flu vaccine seems well matched to the viruses making 

people sick, but it’s too early to tell how bad this season will be.  Health 

officials say flu cases began increasing last month.  By the end of last week, 

7 states reported widespread flu activity.  They include Georgia and Virginia.  

Tennessee is reporting flu activity on a smaller, local scale. 

 

 

 

Man Flu 

Length:  :20 



Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.12.17 

 

 

 

If there’s a man in your life who seems to exaggerate the severity of his flu 

symptoms, then you know someone with man flu.  Now, a new Canadian 

study finds those symptoms may be legitimate.  Research shows men have a 

higher risk of hospital admission and higher rates of flu-associated deaths 

compared to women. 

 

 

 

Diabetes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.13.17 

 

 

 

A new study in Denmark finds type 2 diabetes patients under age 45 are at a 

higher risk of developing heart, kidney and eye problems.  Researchers found 

many younger patients had higher cholesterol and blood sugar levels and 

almost the same hypertension levels as elderly diabetes patients. 

 

 

 

Middle Tennessee Deadly Flu 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  12.13.17 

 

 

 

A deadly flu strain that hit Australia is now threatening middle Tennessee.  

Doctors at Vanderbilt University Medical Center say the H3N2 strain came 

early.  They expect this strain to mostly affect people aged 65 or older.  

Vanderbilt doctors say they anticipate a heavy flu season.  They are already 

seeing people hospitalized. 

 

 

 

Dementia 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.19.17 

 

 

 

A new study suggests there is no proven intervention for preventing dementia 

late in life.  Researchers in Minnesota reviewed trial data and found neither 

exercise nor medications or even mental training exercises seemed to 

improve cognition when used alone.  But a combination of interventions all 

at once, including a diet change might help. 

 

 

 

Oral Health 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.20.17 

 



 

 

Poor oral health is linked to increased frailty in older men, according to a 

study in the Journal of the American Geriatrics Society.  Men with complete 

tooth loss, dry mouth or cumulative oral health problems were also the most 

weak. 

 

 

 

Flu Restrictions – Hospitals 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.21.17 

 

 

 

Widespread flu cases are prompting our region's hospitals to take steps to 

protect patients.  Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health 

System say they saw flu numbers drastically increase this week.  As a result, 

both health systems implemented visitation restrictions at their facilities, “We 

are asking people, as visitors, if you are having flu-like symptoms, not to 

come visit patients.  We're asking anyone under the age of 12 not to come 

into our hospitals as visitors right now.”   

 

 

 

Blood Drive 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air date:  12.23.17 

 

 



 

A local mother held a blood drive today to honor her daughter and grand-

daughter who were killed in a fire in Elizabethton last year.  Emma Grindstaff 

said a blood drive was the best way to honor 2-year old Dana and 3-year old 

Sara.  Now, for the second time, donors gathered at Hunter First Baptist 

Church to give the gift of life.  Grindstaff says the time has not made her 

family's loss any easier, but the blood drive helps her heal, knowing she is 

honoring her daughter and grand-daughter.  Grindstaff says she plans to hold 

this blood drive every year as long as she is living. 

 

 

 

Parkinson's 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.25.17 

 

 

 

Researcher from the University of Colorado finds exercise can stop the 

accumulation of a harmful protein in the brains of people with Parkinson's 

disease.  Researchers say the clumps of protein are believed to play a central 

role in brain cell death. 

 

 

 

Flu Cases 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.26.17 

 



The flu is spreading quickly around our region.  That's according to new 

numbers from our region's hospitals.  A spokesperson for Wellmont Health 

System says two weeks ago it had 56 cases of the flu.  Last week, that 

number jumped to more than 140.  Mountain States says it is also seeing a 

jump in flu cases.  As of last week, its hospitals had seen more than 200 cases 

of the virus.  The hospitals say visitor restrictions remain in place to protect 

patients. 

 

 

 

Vitamin D Supplements 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.27.17 

 

 

 

A study from the Journal of the American Medical Association shows 

calcium and vitamin D supplements do not protect older adults from hip 

fractures and other bone breaks.  Doctors often prescribe calcium and vitamin 

d to older patients with osteoporosis even though previous studies have 

shown mixed results. 

 

 

 

Makeup Recall 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.28.17 

 

 

 



The jewelry and accessories chain, Clarie's, is recalling certain brands of 

children's makeup due to asbestos concerns.  The issue came up after a New 

Jersey family was worried about the ingredients in their 6-year old's glitter 

makeup kit.  An independent lab in North Carolina revealed the makeup 

contained tremolite asbestos, which can cause cancer.  Claire's pulled the 

items from store shelves.  You can find a list of the items on wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

Hospital Merger 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.28.17 

 

 

 

A new development tonight in the attempt to merge the Tri-Cities' two 

hospital systems into a single company.  Documents obtained by News 

Channel 11 show Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health 

System now have until January 31st to finalize the merger creating a new 

company called Ballad Health.  The former rivals faced a deadline of 

December 31.  They announced in April 2015 they needed to merge in order 

to survive.  Those just-released documents show the companies asked for and 

received a one month deadline extension, saying they needed more time to 

finalize details in Virginia and to refinance debt after the recently passed 

federal tax reform legislation.  The state gave the companies the new 

deadline of on or before January 31, 2018.   

 

 

 

MSHA Flu 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Josh Smith 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.29.17 

 

 

 

Mountain States Health Alliance says flu cases surged in their hospitals 

leading up to the holidays.  A spokesperson told us the number of people 

Mountain States facilities diagnose3d with the flu tripled the week before 

Christmas.  They went from 84 cases the week before to 241.  This week, the 

system says it treated more than 2 hundred cases.  Health officials say that 

could be because of family gatherings and holiday events there are more 

opportunities for germs to be spread.  Experts say they do not know if 

numbers will start getting better soon of if they will continue to increase as 

school goes back into session.  Health officials say it is not too late to get a 

flu shot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


