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AGRICULTURE / ENVIRONMENT



Deer Law
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

Local taxidermists that say they’re about to lose thousands of dollars in 
business are getting help from a state lawmaker.  Under the new 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency rule, taxidermists would not be 
allowed to process any deer or elk that’s harvested in a state that has 
chronic wasting disease, which affects those animals.  It must be done 
before the carcass is allowed into Tennessee.  State Representative Bud 
Hulsey wants to pass a law that will let hunters bring out of state 
carcasses on two conditions.  The first is you can have it de-boned and 
processed where you killed it and then bring it in.  The second is you can 
bring it in the state, but you have to take it immediately to a taxidermist 
or to a meat processor.  Representative Hulsey says those businesses will 
be trained by the TWRA on the safest disposal practices and calls it 
common sense legislation.  Representative Hulsey plans to file the bill in 
the next couple of weeks.  The Tennessee legislative session begins 
Tuesday.

Carter County Animal Shelter
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

A generous gift from a Carter County woman means a Tri-Cities animal 
shelter can begin its expansion project.  Officials broke ground on the 
expansion for the Elizabethton-Carter County Animal Shelter today.  
Glenda Delwader left behind $1.2 million from her estate to help animal 
assistance agencies in our region.  The Elizabethton-Carter County 
Shelter will get $500,000.  Construction on the expansion is scheduled to 
begin Monday.

Roan Mountain State Park
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

A state park in our region celebrates a big honor tonight.  Roan 
Mountain State Park has been voted as the best section on the 
Appalachian Trail.  Blue Ridge Outdoors Magazine says more than 
85,000 people voted on what should be named as part of the “Best of the 
Blue Ridge.”  This includes hiking trails, swimming holes, and running 
trails.  In our region, people decided Roan Mountain State Park was the 
one piece of the Appalachian Trail they loved most.  



Cat Food Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

The J.M. Smucker Company recalled certain kinds of 9-Lives, Ever Pet 
and Special Kitty canned cat food.  The company says the recall is due 
to the food having possible low levels of vitamin B-1.  Cats could 
develop gastrointestinal or neurological problems if they eat diets low on 
the vitamin.  The affected food was distributed in the past couple of 
weeks.  

States of Emergency
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.6.17

Several states in the southeast are under states of emergency because of 
a winter storm.  Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Alabama declared them earlier today.  This allows the states to receive 
help from the National Guard.

Virginia Department of Transportation



Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.6.17

The Virginia Department of Transportation wants people to stay off the 
roads until tomorrow afternoon.  Crews have pretreated roads they 
expect to cause the most problems.  V-DOT says it’s keeping a close eye 
on winter conditions across the state.  

Volkswagen Emissions
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

Volkswagen pleaded guilty today to charges related to the emissions 
cheating scandal.  Indictments were returned against 6 high-ranking 
Volkswagen employees from Germany.  Volkswagen agreed to pay $4.3 
billion to the U.S. Government.  The company is accused of equipping 
some cars with software that fooled emissions tests.  

Bumblebee Endangered
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

Federal wildlife agents say the familiar buzzing of bees may soon 
become less frequent.  The Rusty Patched Bumblebee is now on the 
endangered species list.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife service says it used 
to show up in 28 states.  That number has dwindled to 13.  Without the 
bumblebee, crops like cranberries, tomatoes and peppers will be hard to 
grow.  Wildlife officials say you can help the population grow by simply 
planting flowers.  

Fiat Chrysler Emissions
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.12.17

The United States government accuses Fiat Chrysler of violating the 
Clean Air Act on some of its diesel engines.  The Environmental 
Protection Agency says the company installed software on about 
104,000 trucks and sport utility vehicles to evade emissions standards.  
The EPA could fine the automaker, and the fine could cost Fiat Chrysler 
more than $4.6 billion.  

Coffee Costs



Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

For some of you, your morning cup of coffee is about to cost a little bit 
more.  JM Smucker is raising the price of its packaged coffee by about 
6%.  That includes its Folgers and Dunkin Donuts brands.  The price 
hike does not impact K-Cups.  Smucker says raw coffee costs are going 
up.

Elizabethton Farmers Market
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

City leaders approved a new farmers market in Elizabethton.  The city 
council unanimously approved the move this evening.  The market will 
be located in the parking lot of First Christian Church on Hattie Avenue.  
That road takes you straight to the Covered Bridge.  Tonight’s vote only 
gives the farmers market a trial run.  City leaders want to see if it can 
draw attention when it opens this May.  The city council hopes it will 
attract local farmers and encourage healthier lifestyles.



Bluff City Diesel Spill
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

Investigators say there’s been very little impact to the environment after 
diesel spilled into a Tri-Cities waterway.  The clean-up process is 
underway.  Sullivan County Emergency Management Director Jim Bean 
tells us the spill happened in Morrell Creek between Morrell Town and 
Hickory Tree Roads.  Morrell Creek flows into the South Holston River.  
Bean says the diesel came from an old tanker.  He believes pipes on the 
unused tanker froze and broke.  The diesel has been spilling for the past 
several days, but Bean says it has now stopped.  Water treatment plants 
have been made aware and Bean says crews put out pads to absorb the 
fuel in the water.

Record Visitors
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.13.17

The Great Smoky Mountains National Park has a reason to celebrate 
tonight, despite the fire that raged through the area.  The park welcomed 
a record 11.3 million visitors last year.  Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park Officials say attendance numbers increased 5.6% over 



2015.  The park says the support is particularly important following the 
November fire.

EPA Fuel
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

The Environmental Protection Agency is planning to keep strict fuel 
economy standards in place during the Trump administration.  New cars 
will have to average just over 51 miles per gallon by 2025.  That is up 
from around 33 miles per gallon now.  Critics say the requirements will 
make cars more expensive.

Park of the Year
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.17

Roan Mountain State Park received a big honor.  Park officers say it was 
named Tennessee Park of the Year.  The park is located in Carter 
County and known for its breathtaking scenery.  



SBK Virus – Shelters Closed
Length:  1:25
Format:  Live – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans / Justin Soto
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

Two area animal shelters are closed, and tonight, staff members of the 
Sullivan County, Bluff City, Kingsport Animal Control Center are 
working to make sure an outbreak of distemper virus is contained.  
Operators of the SBK Animal Control Center told us infected animals 
have been removed, and the staff is monitoring other animals to make 
sure they do not develop the virus.  The Kingsport shelter closed more 
than a week ago.  Donna Davidson, with the SBK Animal Control 
Center, told us at this shelter, veterinarians diagnosed 4 animals with 
distemper virus.  The Blountville location reported 3 cases of the virus.   
It shut its doors Saturday.  Davidson says the quarantine to monitor 
remaining animals will remain in effect for 2 weeks.  If more cases are 
discovered, she tells us the shelters will stay closed longer.  A vet told 
me once contracted, distemper virus cannot be cured, but, vaccinating 
animals can prevent it.  The shelter in Kingsport and the one in 
Blountville will reopen once the quarantine is lifted.  Until then, SBK 
will operate a small, mobile shelter behind the main shelter in Kingsport.  
Mount Carmel Animal Control is assisting SBK until its shelters reopen.  
If you have an animal you wish to drop off at the shelter, SBK Animal 
Control Center asks you keep the animal until the shelters reopen.

Knoxville Parvovirus
Length:  :25



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

An animal shelter in Knoxville will reopen tomorrow after several dogs 
were euthanized for parvovirus.  Young-Williams said it tested 147 dogs 
earlier this week.  Web MD says parvovirus is extremely contagious in 
dogs and it also can be deadly.  It could damage their hearts and cause 
lifelong cardiac problems.  The shelter in Knoxville says you can 
prevent the illness by vaccinating your pets.  

Wise County Mudslide
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

County officials say some rain earlier this week likely caused a mudslide 
in southwest Virginia.  Crews got the chance to see the damage today.  
Wise County Emergency Management Coordinator Jessica Sweeney 
says it happened on a mountain behind Lonesome Pine Country Club.  
The mudslide was reported Tuesday afternoon.  Crews surveyed the area 
today and said the mudslide was about 30 yards wide and 75 yards deep.  
No one was hurt and there were no reports of damage.  Officials do not 
believe there is any immediate danger to the community.



Greene County Parvovirus
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

The Greene County Animal Control Facility has been closed since 
January 13 because of parvovirus.  Greene County Mayor David Crum 
told us today that three dogs had to be  euthanized at the facility.  
Animals are not being allowed in during the quarantine.  The facility 
hopes to reopen this Monday.

SBK Update
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

The Sullivan County Bluff City Kingsport Animal Shelter closed 
recently because of distemper.  Animal shelter officials say at least 7 
dogs have died.  Both facilities in Kingsport and Blountville have been 
quarantined since distemper was discovered.  The shelter hopes to 
reopen Thursday, February 9.



Bacon Shortage
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

Several media outlets are reporting there could be a shortage of bacon.  
Pork industry experts say there’s nothing to worry about.  After the 
release of a report from the USDA, several media outlets like USA 
Today, NBC and CBS began reporting that frozen pork reserves 
declined recently.  That came after the Ohio Pork Council highlighted 
the report.  The council then released a statement saying that does not 
mean there will be a shortage of pork and you should be able to get as 
much bacon as you want.

Eagle Cam
Length:  :25
Format:  Live
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.17

Officials at East Tennessee State University tell us that eagles in 
Johnson City and Bluff City both laid their first eggs of the season.  An 
egg was first spotted in Bluff City Friday night and as of today around 
3:30, Johnson City’s eagle laid her first egg.  Officials say both eagles 
are expected to lay a second egg in the coming days.  You can find a link 
to both eagle cams on our website, wjhl.com.



Tennessee State Parks
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kate Edwards
Show:  6am
Air Date:  2.7.17

If you are looking for a weekend getaway this Valentine’s Day, you may 
want to consider a Tennessee State Park.  Some parks are offering 
specials throughout the month at 7 park restaurants.  The closest one to 
us is Cumberland Mountain State Park.  That’s near Crossville.  It’s a bit 
of a drive, but the menu may change your mind.  They’re offering prime 
rib, roasted red potatoes and cheesecake.

White House Press Briefing – Coal
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.17

Questions about the Trump administration appointments and the 
President’s policies dominated today’s White House briefing.  Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer also fielded a question about a very important 
issue in this region.  The White House announced it would give local 
television journalists a virtual seat in the press briefing via Skype.  News 



Channel 11 became one of the first stations in the nation to get access.  
When Trump campaigned in Abingdon, he pledged to rescue the mining 
industry, so that’s what Josh Smith asked him about.  
Josh:  What specifically is the President willing to do, planning to do to 
make good on that promise to help the coal industry, to encourage coal 
production and use and to deal with what some call its demonized 
image?
Spicer:  The President’s point is that as we bring back this industry, we 
can do it in a way that is environmentally friendly and it becomes a great 
and greater energy source for us.  Just the other day the Department of 
Energy noted that we expect I think it’s about a 3% increase in coal 
production in this country.  
We also asked Spicer if the White House had any assurance for people 
who are concerned about environmental impact.  Spicer referred to 
“clean coal,” signaling the administration believes coal can be mined 
and used with the newest technology without harming the environment.  

Project Breathe
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.17

A Tri-Cities area business is stepping up to help pets stay safe in the 
event of a fire.  Invisible Fence of Northeast Tennessee donated pet 
oxygen masks to Bloomingdale and Blountville Fire Departments today 
in Kingsport.  The donations are part of invisible fence’s Project Breathe 
campaign across the State of Tennessee.  The masks are a crucial part of 
helping pets in the event of a fire.  Project Breathe has also donated pet 
oxygen masks in Greeneville, Mosheim and Fall Branch.



TN Burn Permits
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.17

In Tennessee, you must have a burn permit to burn anything in the open.  
Burn permits are required through May 15 if you are starting a fire 
within 500 feet of a forest, grassland or woodland.  You do not have to 
have a permit if you are burning in a container like a metal barrel.

Virginia Burn Ban
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.17

Folks in Virginia are now restricted on what time they can burn things in 
the open.  Virginia’s burning law went into effect at 4 p.m. this 
afternoon.  It bans anyone in the state from burning anything between 
the hours of midnight and 4 p.m. People can burn outdoors from 4 p.m. 
to midnight.  The Virginia Department of Forestry says the law remains 
in effect until April 30.



Stream Protection
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.16.17

A southwest Virginia congressman joined the President as he signed a 
bill to get rid of a regulation against the coal industry.  Congressman 
Morgan Griffith says it repeals the Stream Protection Rule.  That’s 
something that kept companies from dumping coal mining debris into 
nearby streams.  The rule was put in place by the Obama 
Administration.  Congressman Griffith says it would have had 
devastating effects on southwest Virginia.  

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.17

Tennessee hunting and fishing licenses for the 2017 – 2018 season are 
now on sale.  The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency started selling 
the licenses today.  You can purchase licenses at any TWRA office or at 
most stores that sell  hunting and fishing equipment.  You can also buy a 



license with a credit or debit card at tnwildlife.org or using TWRA’s On 
The Go app.

New Frogs
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

Researchers are learning more about a new species of frogs discovered 
in India.  These frogs are so small that they can fit comfortably on a 
coin.  Researchers say the seven new species were found after five years 
of searching in a mountain range in southwestern India.  The lead 
researcher says the frogs are in danger of extinction. 

Bluff City Sewage 
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.17

Raw sewage may once again be flowing into Boone Lake.  Engineers 
tell us Bluff City’s Sewer System overflowed because of yesterday’s 
storms.  This is not the first time the sewer system overflowed because 
of rain.  It happened in August.  Bluff City said it would work to keep it 



from happening again.  People who live in the area just want to see the 
problem fixed.  Engineers with the city say 30 to 60 year old pipes and 
multiple defects across nearly 15 miles of sewer lines combined with 
weather are to blame.  The Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation told Bluff City to fix the problem.  The city already 
replaced two pump stations, but one of them overflowed this week.  
Area residents want answers to why waste water is still flowing through 
their yards, despite recent improvements.  Bluff City Mayor Irene Wells 
told us the city is working with T-DEC to resolve the issues.

Free Fishing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

Bass Pro Shops Spring Fishing Classic continues this weekend.  Events 
feature a free kids fishing day with a catch and release bond.  Kids can 
fish Saturday and Sunday from noon to 5 both days.  

Bird Flu
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:   11pm
Air Date:  3.5.17



State agriculture officials say a commercial chicken breeding facility in 
south-central Tennessee has been hit by a strain of bird flu.  The State 
Agriculture Department says that tests confirm the presence of the 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza or HPAI at a facility in Lincoln 
County.  The facility alerted the state veterinarian’s office about an 
increase in chicken deaths.  About 30 other poultry farms within a 6 mile 
radius of the site are now under quarantine.  Officials said HPAI poses 
no risk to the food supply and no affected chickens entered the food 
chain.

Rock Slide
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.7.17

Part of the Blue Ridge Parkway near Mt. Mitchell State Park likely will 
be closed for several weeks after a rock slide.  The National Park 
Service said the closure is because of the size of the debris and the 
potential for further slides near the Craggy Gardens Picnic area.  This is 
just outside of Unicoi County before you get to Asheville.  Parkway 
engineers are working with the Federal Highway Administration to 
develop a plan to remove the debris.

Bees in Greeneville
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.17

Before people filled Greeneville’s downtown for the women’s march, 
thousands of bees occupied the space.  The bees were found near the 
federal courthouse on Depot Street.  Greeneville Police advised people 
to avoid the area while they called in beekeeper Dale Luttrell.  He told 
us he believes the bees may have come from a nearby tree. 

Eagle Cam
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over / Web
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.17

The Tri-Cities welcomed a new addition this weekend.  At 4:44 this 
morning, a baby eaglet hatched on ETSU’s Bluff City eagle cam.  This 
is a live look at the nest, where we’re hoping to see the newest addition 
to the eagle family.  ETSU’s Biology Department says we could see a 
second eaglet hatch within just a few days.  

Bluff City Eagles
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.17

We have some good news for a couple of eagles in the Tri-Cities.  Both 
eggs at the nest in Bluff City have hatched.  ETSU Biology professor, 
Dr. Fred Alsop, says the second egg hatched this afternoon.  The first 
egg hatched early yesterday morning.  We continue to wait on 2 eggs in 
Johnson City to hatch.  Dr. Alsop expects them to hatch sometime this 
week.

Cheerios and Bees
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Cheerios is launching a new initiative.  The popular cereal is featuring 
its Honey Nut Cheerios mascot, Buzz, in an effort to boost global bee 
populations.  The company is partnering with Vesey’s Seeds and pledges 
to send out 100 million wildflower seeds.  Anyone interested in helping 
can sign up on the Cheerios website to receive free seeds.  Recipients are 
asked to plant them in a bee friendly area.  The company’s website notes 
that bee populations, a crucial pollinator for world food supplies, have 
been declining in recent years.

Knoxville Zoo



Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.17

An East Tennessee zoo is trying to find out why 33 of its reptiles died.  
Zoo Knoxville says the reptiles died because of something that happened 
between Tuesday night and Wednesday morning.  Thirty of them were 
snakes, including 3 endangered species.  The zoo says it all happened in 
one building that housed 52 reptiles.  Crews say the animals are in an 
aging facility and they’re considering whether it was a mechanical error 
on thermostats.

EPA Executive Order
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.17

The head of the Environmental Protection Agency says President Trump 
will sign another Executive Order.  This one unravels former President 
Barack Obama’s plan to help global warming.  EPA Chief Scott Pruitt 
says the Executive Order will be signed Tuesday to undo the Clean 
Power Plan.  It’s an environmental regulation that restricts greenhouse 
gas emissions at coal-fired power plants.



EPA Executive Order
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

President Donald Trump took action he believes will help miners.  He 
signed an Executive Order today that unravels a plan to stop global 
warming.  It scales back certain restrictions that impacted coal 
companies.  When President Trump visited Abingdon, Virginia in 
August during the Presidential campaign, he made a promise to help 
coal country.  The order he signed today calls for a review of the Clean 
Power Plan, which restricts Greenhouse Gas emissions at coal-fired 
power plants.  President Trump has called global warming a “hoax.”

Bristol Park Grant
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

The City of Bristol, Tennessee needs your help tonight.  City officials 
hope to revitalize one of their parks.  They need you to case your votes.  
The National Recreation and Park Association is teaming up with the 
Walt Disney Company to give away a $20,000 grant.  All you have to do 
is cast your votes for Bristol, Tennessee throughout the month of April.  



If you vote, you will be entered into a drawing for a new tablet.  Voting 
begins April 1 on meetmeathepark.org.

Zoo Knoxville Donation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

A candidate for Tennessee governor just gave an east Tennessee zoo five 
million dollars.  That money will be used to make upgrades.  Randy 
Boyd’s family donated the money to Zoo Knoxville.  The zoo says it’s 
the largest private give it’s ever received.  Zoo officials plan to use the 
money to make a new reptile facility and otter habitat.  

Summitt Bear
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

Doctors at the University of Tennessee performed the school’s first 
blood transfusion involving bears.  It was to save a bear cub found 
starving in the Tri-Cities.  The bear was found near a farm in Bristol, 
Tennessee.  It was taken to the Appalachian Bear Rescue in Townsend, 



but because the bear has anemia, it had to be taken to UT.  The bear is 
being called Summitt bear after legendary basketball coach Pat Summitt.  
The donor bear named Finn is a bear at Zoo Knoxville.  

Deer Carcass Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.31.17

A bill that would have allowed hunters to bring in out-of-state deer and 
elk carcasses from states that have chronic wasting disease under certain 
conditions failed in the Tennessee General Assembly.  The Senate killed 
the bill this week.  Representative Bud Hulsey took it off the calendar on 
the House side, meaning it will not be passed this session.  Hulsey tells 
News Channel 11 his bill was trying to be responsible while protecting 
the state from chronic wasting disease, which affects elk and deer.  
Local taxidermists say they will lose thousands of dollars in lost 
business from out of state due to the ruling.

ALCOHOL TOBACCO FIREARMS

E-cigarettes
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

The Food and Drug Administration identified 134 incidents in the 
United States of e-cigarette battery problems.  The FDA says that 
includes batteries overheating, catching fire or exploding.  More than 50 
people have been injured between 2009 to January 2016.  So in April, 
the FDA’s Center for Tobacco Products plans to host a 2 day public 
workshop.  The purpose is to gather information and stimulate 
discussion about e-cigarette battery safety concerns.

TN Gun Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.17

Lawmakers in Tennessee hope to end the state’s firearm silencer ban in 
the name of “hearing protection.”  Republican Representative Tilman 
Goins of Morristown filed legislation that would remove silencers from 
the list of weapons banned for having “no common lawful purpose.”  
Possession, manufacture, or sale of a silencer is considered a felony 
under the current state law.  Goins named his bill the “Tennessee 
Hearing Protection Act” of 2017.  Lawmakers are also expected to take 
up renewed efforts to eliminate permitting requirements in order to carry 



handguns in public.  Currently, about 582,000 Tennesseans have a 
handgun carry permit.

Alcohol & Pregnancy
Length;  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

A new study suggests 10% of women worldwide drink alcohol during 
pregnancy.  One in 67 of those mothers have babies with fetal alcohol 
syndrome.  Children are left with mental problems, behavioral problems 
and physical disabilities.

“Pass the Bottle” Bill
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

Tennessee Senator Jon Lundberg of Bristol hopes his open container 
bill, also known as the “pass the bottle” bill, will have a better shot at 
passing in the General Assembly this year.  The bill, if passed, would 
prohibit an open container of alcohol in a car.  Lundberg hopes this bill 
will pass not only for safety reasons, but also to help fund highway 



projects.  Lundberg said, “I think it has an easier shot this year because 
obviously the governor is talking about a gas tax and if we’re going to 
talk about a gas tax, we better squeeze every penny out everywhere else 
we can.  And I think most people at this point know that since we 
haven’t passed this legislation, we leave 9 to 14 million dollars a year in 
funding on the table that we can use to build a road or fix a bridge.  
Lundberg introduced this bill 5 times in the Tennessee House, and he 
hopes he can get it passed in his new role as a senator.  

Gun Laws Virginia
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

A year after a rare compromise on gun legislation, a standoff seems 
likely at the Virginia General Assembly.  Last year, Democratic 
Governor Terry McAuliffe and pro-gun republicans agreed to allow 
more out of state concealed handgun permit holders to legally carry guns 
in Virginia.  They also prohibited people subject to permanent protective 
orders from carrying guns.  Today, advocates for gun control and gun 
rights swarmed the capitol to advocate for and against gun related 
legislation.  Gun rights advocates want fewer restrictions on where guns 
can be carried, including schools.  Gun control advocates want universal 
background checks on gun purchases.

Pass the Bottle Bill
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam expressed support today for a bill to 
ban open containers of alcohol in the car.  Senator Jon Lundberg has 
been trying to pass similar legislation for several years.  He calls it the 
“Pass the Bottle” bill.  Governor Haslam says he agrees with Senator 
Lundberg in that the bill needs to be passed for safety reasons.  Passing 
the bill would also provide millions of dollars in road funding.  Senator 
Lundberg told us he believed his bill would have a better chance passing 
this year.

Thirsty Orange
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over –Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  1.19.17

Johnson City’s Founder’s Park will host the 6th annual Thirsty Orange 
Brew Extravaganza.  Tickets for the April 8th event are on sale now.  
Organizers say you should buy early for better deals.  More than 150 
craft beers will be available for you to sample.  Proceeds from the event 
will benefit Trout Unlimited.  



Gun Permits
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  1.19.17

The cost to upgrade to a lifetime handgun carry permit in Tennessee is 
on the decline.  The state Department of Safety says current permit 
holders can now upgrade to the lifetime permit for $200.  Applicants for 
their first permit can either pay $100 for a permit that is valid for eight 
years or $300 for a lifetime permit.

Sierra Nevada Recall
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date;  1.23.17

Sierra Nevada Brewing Company is recalling select beers in 36 states, 
including Tennessee and Virginia.  The recall applies to 8 different types 
of craft beers including Sierra Nevada Pale Ale and Torpedo Extra IPA.  
A packaging flaw could cause a piece of glass to break off into the 
bottle.

Sidewalk Dining



Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.17

Breweries in downtown Johnson City can now serve alcohol on the 
sidewalk.  The Johnson City commission unanimously approved the new 
ordinance tonight.  Outdoor dining usually applies to restaurants who 
primarily sell food.  But some breweries in the downtown area asked the 
city commission to change the ordinance to let them serve drinks 
outside.  Tonight was the third and final reading, meaning since it was 
approved unanimously, breweries can now serve alcohol on the 
sidewalk.

Trump Guns & Coal
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.17

Congress is working to unravel years of regulations against guns and 
coal.  That includes some rules set in place by the Obama 
administration.  The House approved a resolution tonight to get rid of 
extended background checks for gun purchases.  It only applies to some 
social security recipients with mental disabilities.  The Senate gave final 
approval to eliminate a rule that keeps coal mining debris from being 



dumped into nearby streams.  The repeal will now head to President 
Donald Trump who is expected to sign it.

Johnson City Checkpoints
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.17

If  you’re out celebrating the Super Bowl tonight, be sure to designate a 
driver.  Johnson City police say they will have DUI checkpoints set up 
ready to catch those driving under the influence.  The intensified DUI 
patrols resulted in a total of 19 arrests during Super Bowl weekends 
since 2014.

E-cigarettes
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.17

Doctors at Yale report one in four teens using e-cigarettes have tried 
intensifying vapors by a technique known as dripping.  Dripping releases 
liquids directly onto heating coils.  Health officials say the practice 
could increase toxins and health risks.



Virginia Gun Rights
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kate Edwards
Show:  6am
Air Date:  2.7.17

Two convicted felons in the state of Virginia will not have their right to 
have a gun restored, even after the governor restored their civil rights.  
The Commonwealth Attorney for Wise County, Chuck Slemp said a 
circuit court recently denied two petitions.  Slemp says restoring their 
right to bear arms would pose safety risks to the public.  The 
Commonwealth Attorney also called the Governor’s mass restoration 
order a dangerous political stunt.

Kicking the Habit
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.17

At the beginning of every year, people make resolutions to improve their 
lives.  One of the most popular resolutions is to quit smoking.  There are 
more than 1 billion smokers worldwide, and every year many try to kick 
the habit.  Data released by the Royal Society of Public Health in the 



U.K. shows that 3 in 5 people who resolved to quit smoking at New 
Year’s picked it back up by the end of January.  And that, experts say is 
because of the strong chemical addiction smokers must overcome.  But 
don’t give up if you slip up.  Start with setting smaller, more realistic 
goals like using nicotine patches or gum.  In the beginning, achieving 
small steps will make lifestyle changes easier to maintain.

TN Quit Week
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.17

The Tennessee Department of Health and the statewide Tobacco Free 
Coalition are joining up to help smokers in the Volunteer State give up 
smoking.  February 13 through February 17 is Tennessee Quit Week.  
This year’s theme is “It’s Quittin’ Time in Tennessee.”  The quit line 
can offer you tips on how to kick the smoking habit.  Just call 
1.800.QUIT.NOW.

E-cigarettes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.7.17



A new long-term study confirms e-cigarettes are safer and less toxic than 
regular cigarettes.  Researchers in London found that former smokers 
who completely replaced cigarettes with e-cigarettes lowered their 
intake of cancer-causing chemicals.  The authors stress users must stop 
smoking cigarettes completely to receive the health benefits.

Virginia State Police – DUI Patrols
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.10.17

Another police report shows what happened when police stepped up 
their patrols during the Super Bowl weekend.  Virginia State Police 
launched what they called Trooper Bowl.  The campaign was aimed at 
cracking down on drunk drivers during big game celebrations.  Troopers 
say they had 2 reports of traffic crashes statewide and arrested 47 people 
for driving under the influence.  

Nicotine Exposure
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.17



Pregnant women exposed to nicotine before and after giving birth may 
be more likely to have children with hearing problems.  German 
researchers found lab mice given nicotine-laced water had a harder time 
processing sounds.

Drunken Driving
Length:  :20
Format:   Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

Stronger alcohol policies protect against drunken driving deaths among 
young people.  That’s according to researchers at Boston Medical 
Center.  They found tougher state laws cut the risk of death and led to 
less alcohol consumption overall.

Kicking the Habit
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show: 5pm
Air Date:  2.15.17

Smokers who want to kick the habit are much more successful if they 
use telephone-based counseling.  That’s according to a study from 



Georgetown University Medical Center.  Researchers found introducing 
counseling after lung cancer screenings was most effective, since the 
smoker may be ready to make lifestyle changes.

Drinking & Heart Disease
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

Heaving drinking may age arteries and increase the risk of heart disease, 
especially in men.  Doctors in Britain studied long term drinking habits 
and found too much alcohol can interfere with blood flow.  The 
American Heart Association defines moderate drinking as one or two 
drinks a day for men and one drink a day for women.

Beer Assault
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

A Rogersville man accused of beating his wife for bringing home the 
wrong brand of beer remains in jail tonight.  A woman told Hawkins 
County Sheriff’s deputies her husband, Jeff Worth, punched her in the 



head with his fists.  She told investigators Worth held her at knife-point 
and forced her to drive him to an ATM in Cocke County.  She called 
police after dropping Worth off at a bar.  Worth is charged with 
aggravated assault and kidnapping.

Gun Bills Postponed
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

Votes on 2 major gun bills in Tennessee are postponed in the General 
Assembly.  One would allow a valid handgun carry permit holder to 
carry a firearm at anytime, anywhere within the state.  The second bill 
would authorize handgun carry permit holders to carry concealed into a 
state or local government building unless there are metal detectors and 
armed security guards stationed at all public entrances.  Voting on the 
measures is postponed for at least two weeks. 

Smoking
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.27.17



Physicians in Canada are being urged to play a more active role in 
helping teens kick the cigarette habit.  They found nearly 20 percent of 
Canadian children try cigarettes by the time they graduate high school.

Sunday Wine Sales
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

A Tri-Cities CEO is leading the charge to change state law.  He says 
he’s doing it to help make wine sales more convenient for customers.  
Steve Smith is the president of Food City.  Food City is one of several 
grocery and convenience store chains that have had wine on their 
shelves since last summer.  That’s all thanks to a change in state law.  
Now, Smith says Tennesseans want another change in the state law.  
Smith wants his stores to be able to sell wine on holidays and on 
Sundays.  You can buy beer in the state of Tennessee on Sunday, but 
you cannot buy liquor or wine.  In a recent opinion piece, Smith said 
Senate Bill 947 and House Bill 719 in Tennessee would equalize the 
hours that wine can be sold in supermarkets to match what local 
municipalities have already decided for beer and this is all in response to 
what consumers are looking for.  Smith said, “They wanted wine in 
supermarkets and wen went to bat.  It took us seven, almost eight years, 
but we got it done and we got it done with their help.  We listen to our 
consumers and what our consumers ask us to do we try and represent 
them.”  



Kick Butts Day
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Today, advocates across the country took action against tobacco use.  It 
is national kick butts day.  It’s a day of activism that’s supposed to help 
empower people in their teens and younger so they fight against 
influences and say no to smoking.  More than 1,000 events for National 
Kick Butts Day took place in communities around the nation.  One took 
place in Kingsport.  The Boys and Girls Clubs, Girls Inc., and New 
Vision Youth hosted an anti-tobacco rally at Riverview Community 
Center. 

One Handgun per Month
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.28.17

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe wants to reinstitute a law limiting 
gun sales to one handgun a month.  The governor says he will add an 
amendment to an unrelated bill dealing with concealed carry permits.  
The amendment will include reinstituting a 1993 one handgun a month 
law.  The governor says the law, which was repealed in 2012, is still 
needed because criminals are exploiting Virginia’s looser gun laws in 



order to traffic firearms to other parts of the country.  The governor’s 
proposal has little chance of passing the republican-controlled General 
Assembly.

Gray Liquor Store
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

A controversial liquor store has broken ground in Gray and is expected 
to open its doors in July.  Work began a few weeks ago at the site on 
Roy Martin Road.  Many people in the Gray community did not want to 
see this store open.  The owner, Joe Nichols, says despite contention, he 
is looking forward to opening his business and being part of the 
community.  One Gray resident we spoke with worried about what the 
liquor store would do to property values.  

Felons with Guns
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17



Lawmakers in Tennessee want to increase the penalty for felons found 
with guns.  The legislation is being sponsored by Senate Majority 
Leader Mark Norris.  The Senate Judiciary Committee approved the bill 
yesterday.  For a felon convicted for a crime involving the use of force, 
it would increase jail time from an average of three and a half years to 
six.  For felons convicted of a drug related crime, their punishment 
would increase from just over a year to more than two years.  The bill 
now goes to the Senate Finance Ways and Means Committee.

TN Gun Bills
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

Lawmakers defeated a couple of bills that would have let Tennesseans 
carry handguns without a permit.  Jonesborough State Representative 
Micah Van Huss and Dresden Representative Andy Holt proposed the 
bills.  Van Huss’ bill would have simply allowed conceal carry without a 
permit.  But Holt’s plan would have allowed open or conceal carry 
without a permit and would have allowed people to carry a gun in more 
places.  The National Rifle Association says only a dozen states let you 
carry without a permit.

Tri-Cities Craft Beer Week
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.17

For those 21 and older this weekend, Tri-Cities Craft Beer Week 
continues.  The celebration kicked off today with the release of Tri Local 
3.  Area brewers collaborated to create the special brew just for craft 
beer week.  Celebrations are planned through April 8.  For a schedule of 
events, log on to Tri-Cities Craft Beer Week dot com.

CRIME

Fall Branch Standoff
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.1.17

A man is in custody tonight after a hostage situation in Fall Branch.  The 
Greene County Sheriff’s Office says fire crews responded to a smoke 
grenade inside a home on Cliff Lane.  When they arrived, they could see 
smoke coming from the home.  They were not able to make contact with 
anyone inside.  Deputies went inside.  The homeowner threatened crews 
with a gun while a woman and 4-year old child were inside.  After an 
hour of negotiating, the woman and child were released unharmed.  
Investigators did not release the name of the suspect but did say he faces 
multiple charges.  



Washington County Homicide Investigation
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

The Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s Office is working to find 
the person accused of murdering a Tri-Cities woman.  On Christmas 
Eve, people walking along the Watauga River on Herb Hodge Road 
found a woman’s body.  Investigators identified her as Keila Taylor.  An 
autopsy is being performed to determine the cause of death.  

Standoff Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

A man who investigators say held a woman and her young child inside a 
Greene County home during a standoff with police will appear in court 
tomorrow.  Greene County deputies responded to a home on Cliff Lane 
last night.  Investigators negotiated with a man named James Littleton.  
Greene County Sheriff Pat Hankins told News Channel 11 Littleton 
threatened deputies with a gun.  Investigators said the woman and child 



were released, unharmed.  Littleton is charged with 2 counts of 
aggravated kidnapping and domestic assault.  He remains in jail without 
bond and is scheduled to go before a judge tomorrow morning.

Kingsport Robberies
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

A clerk who fought back against a suspect involved in two New Year’s 
Eve armed robberies may have helped Kingsport investigators track 
down the suspect.  Officers responded to USA Mart on North Eastman 
Road Saturday morning.  The clerk said a man carrying a pair of scissors 
grabbed her and threatened to stab her if she didn’t open the register.  
Around 11 that same evening, police responded to a second armed 
robbery at Zoomerz on Memorial Boulevard.  Investigators said 38-year 
old Patrick Maxwell threatened the clerk with a knife, grabbed money 
and cigarettes before telling her to go to the back of the store.  
Investigators said when he turned away, the clerk grabbed a baseball bat 
and hit Maxwell several times.  Police arrested Maxwell at Holston 
Valley Medical Center the next day and charged  him with 2 counts of 
aggravated robbery.  

Drug Charges
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.6.17

A Johnson City man faces drug and gun charges after a nap behind the 
wheel of his car led to a dangerous situation.  Officers responded to 
check the welfare of a man passed out inside a car around 2 this 
morning.  They found Daniel Pinette asleep.  When they woke him up, 
Pinette sped off and wrecked at the intersection of Unaka Avenue and 
Elm Street.  Officers said he was impaired and very unsteady on his feet.  
Inside the car, they found a .22 caliber handgun, 12 grams of crystal 
methamphetamine and unidentified pills.  Police charged Pinette with 
DUI, evading arrest, and drug possession.  

Bristol Carjacking
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

A vehicle theft leads to multiple charges for one man and a search for 
two other suspects.  Bristol Virginia Police say three men stole a vehicle 
from a man at his home after a fight at a nearby convenience store.  
Officers saw the stolen vehicle and followed it until the suspect ran off 
the road into nearby railroad tracks.  Investigators say only one of the 
three suspects was in the car when the pursuit ended.  34 year old Joshua 
Cordle now faces felony eluding police, driving on a suspended license, 
and driving without headlights.  



Child Abuse Arrest
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

A man investigators said assaulted his girlfriend and put her 2 month old 
baby in below freezing temperatures faces several charges.  Washington 
County Tennessee Sheriff Ed Graybeal said deputies responded to a 
domestic violence call Saturday night on Colony Court.  The victim told 
deputies her boyfriend, 36-year old Jonathan Pearson assaulted her and 
walked off with their baby and a shotgun.  S.W.A.T. members and law 
enforcement spent nearly 2 hours searching for Pearson and the baby.  
Sheriff Graybeal said the temperature at the time was 5 degrees.  
Pearson is charged with aggravated assault, child abuse and neglect.

Friends in Need Break In
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

Kingsport police need your help to find the suspect who broke into a 
healthcare center.  Investigators said the suspect tripped an alarm at 
Friends in Need on West Stone Drive.  Police said the attempted 



burglary happened last month.  Investigators said the suspect broke a 
window to get inside and was captured on security camera.  Kingsport 
police said the damage totaled nearly 300 dollars.  

Washington County, VA Murder
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

The Washington County Virginia Sheriff’s Office says deputies found 
23-year old Ashley Langbein dead from several gunshot wounds inside a 
home on Hillman Highway.  She’s from Texas and graduated last year 
from Emory and Henry College.  She studied theatre.  The sheriff says 
Langbein’s body was found in the home of 25-year old James Joseph 
Canter, III.  Tonight, he’s charged with second degree murder and use of 
a firearm in commission of a felony.  Canter is in the Southwest Virginia 
Regional Jail in Abingdon without bond.  The sheriff told us the two 
know each other.  He would not speculate about a motive.  

Tazewell County Russian Roulette
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17



Investigators in southwest Virginia charged a man after they say a 
teenager was killed in a game of Russian roulette.  The Tazewell County 
Sheriff’s Office is investigating.  Investigators say it happened on 
Thursday.  The Commonwealth’s Attorney told us 28 year old Calvin 
Powers asked a 16 year old to play Russian roulette.  According to 
investigators, the teen told Powers he did not want to play.  Powers told 
detectives he put the gun to his own head and pulled the trigger but it 
didn’t go off.  That’s when Powers said he spun the cylinder, put the gun 
to the back of the teen’s head and fired.  The teen died on Friday from 
the gunshot wound.  Powers is charged with aggravated malicious 
wounding and using a gun during a felony.

Vehicular Homicide
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

State troopers charged a man in a Tri-Cities crash that killed a 
pedestrian.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol says the crash happened 
around 11:30 this morning on Highway 421 near Emmett Way in 
Bristol.  THP tells us 58-year old Jeffrey Rouse was killed.  He was 
walking on the side of the road when THP says a vehicle drifted off the 
road and hit him.  The crash forced crews to shut down the road for 
several house.  State Troopers charged 53-year old Charles Callahan 
with vehicular homicide, DUI, and attempted tampering with evidence.  



Samantha Dennis
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.11

A woman accused in a deadly southwest Virginia crash now faces new 
charges.  Samantha Dennis is now charged with abduction.  The crash 
happened during the Christmas holiday weekend in Wise county in the 
town of Coeburn.  Virginia State Police troopers were conducting a DUI 
checkpoint.  They say Dennis made a u-turn to avoid the checkpoint and 
ended up hitting a vehicle head on.  Rebecca Starling from Missouri 
died.  Her 2 and 5 year old daughters suffered injuries.  Wise County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Chuck Slemp tells us that Dennis is now 
charged with abduction after a passenger in her car asked her to stop the 
car several times.  Slemp says Dennis will be arraigned in court on the 
new charge tomorrow.

McDonald’s Fire
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

Kingsport police arrested a McDonald’s employee they say started a fire 
inside the restaurant where she worked.  Police say they found her at her 
mother-in-law’s home.  Last month, we told you about a fire inside the 



women’s restroom at McDonald’s on Lynn Garden Drive.  Police say it 
started in a locked toilet stall.  Investigators found the remains of a trash 
can that burned.  Detectives say Amber Mazen was the last person inside 
the restroom before the fire was discovered.  Police say she admitted to 
setting the fire.  Mazen is charged with attempted aggravated arson.

Man on the Run 
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.17.17

Police in Gate City ask you to be on the lookout for Ace Rose of Norton, 
Virginia.  Police consider him dangerous.  They think he could be in 
Kingsport.  Gate City Police said he ran away from police Monday.  
Police said Rose drove at speeds topping 90 miles per hour until he hit a 
car. Rose was transported to an area hospital for treatment.  Police said 
he left the hospital sometime last night.  Police said they found weapons, 
radio equipment, watches and cash in Rose’s car.  They said they also 
found drugs.  If you see Rose, police say you should call 9-1-1.

Abuse Investigation
Length:  :55
Format:  Graphic
Reporter: John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.17



Police say relatives came to them saying they watched as their loved one 
was allegedly assaulted at a Tri-Cities senior living facility.  Bristol, 
Virginia Police Department says it is currently investigating a report of 
elder abuse at Brookdale Bristol Senior Living Solutions.  The report 
involves a 94-year old woman.  Police arrested Alex Samaniego and 
charged him with unlawful wounding.  Police told us the victim’s family 
set up cameras in her home.  The family called police saying they 
watched Samaniego abuse their family member on a video feed.  The 
victim is still recovering at the hospital.  A Brookdale spokesperson told 
us Samaniego is no longer an employee with the company.  Brookdale 
said, “We’re saddened by the allegations as having the trust of the 
residents and their families is extremely important.”  Brookdale says it is 
cooperating with police.

Jamarcus Jackson Sentencing
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.17

A man convicted in the shooting death of a Tri-Cities college student 
will spend 40 years in prison.  A Washington County Tennessee judge 
sentenced Jamarcus Jackson today.  In November, a jury found Jackson 
guilty of second degree murder, assault and reckless endangerment.  
Investigators say he shot and killed Deshaun Greer.  Greer’s brother was 
also injured in the gunfire.  Jackson’s attorney says he will file a motion 
for a new trial.



Search for Rose
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

The Gate City Police Department continues its search for a man they say 
should be considered dangerous.  Investigators want to you be on the 
lookout for Ace Rose.  They think he could be in Kingsport.  Gate City 
Police said he sped away from officers Monday, topping 90 miles per 
hour before hitting another car.  Rose was taken to the hospital.  Police 
said he left sometime during the night.

Wise County Murder
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.17

Nearly 2 months after a woman was found murdered, police say they are 
still looking for the suspect.  Wise County investigators say Janina 
Jefferson was found murdered at the water plant in Appalachia.  The 
Wise County Sheriff’s Office says it is working to find Eric Jones.  He 
faces charges of first degree murder.  As the search continues for Jones, 
police made another arrest in the case.  Investigators charged Jacob 



Rowland with being an accessory to Jefferson’s murder.  Investigators 
told us he conspired with Jones to try to stop Jefferson from testifying 
against Jones on pending criminal charges.  Detectives believe Rowland 
drove Jones to see Jefferson.  Rowland could get more than 70 years 
behind bars if convicted.

First Degree Murder Charge
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  1.20.17

A southwest Virginia grand jury indicted a Bluefield, Virginia man for 
murder in a Russian Roulette shooting.  Tazewell County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney announced today that Calvin Powers is 
charged with numerous crimes including first degree murder and child 
endangerment.  Investigators said earlier this month, Powers asked 16-
year old Tyler Buchanan to play a game of Russian Roulette and 
Buchanan said he did not want to play.  Investigators said Powers told 
them he unloaded the gun, put a bullet in, and spun the cylinder.  Powers 
told police he put the gun to his head, pulled the trigger and it did not go 
off.  Police said Powers told them he spun the cylinder again, put the 
gun to Buchanan’s head, pulled the trigger and the gun fired.  Buchanan 
died a day after the shooting.  Powers goes to court next week for 
arraignment.  He’s being held without bond.

Boone Vandalism
Length:  :40



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.17

Police in Boone, North Carolina are working to identify four suspects 
who vandalized property with anti-police and anti-Trump slogans as 
well as the words Black Lives Matter.  The Boone Police Department 
says a police car parked at the town’s public works facility was also 
spray painted.  The damage is estimated at 5 thousand dollars.  

Kingsport Shooting
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

Kingsport police made an arrest in a weekend shooting.  Police charged 
James L. Powell, III with attempted first degree murder.  Officers say he 
fired shots at an un-armed person Saturday Night.  Police received the 
report of gunfire at Bloomingdale Terrace Apartments.  Shortly after 
that, more officers responded to a car crash on Jackson Street.  Police 
say the two were connected.  At the crash scene, police say they found a 
man on the ground bleeding from his head.  They later determined he 
was shot in the head.  The man is in critical condition tonight.  Police 
say the incident is drug-related.



Ace Rose
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

Gate City Police say a man on the run was captured in Kingsport.  
Kingsport police say an officer saw Ace Rose pushing a car on 
Tranbarger Drive around 1:00 this morning.  Officer discovered the man 
was wanted in Gate City.  Rose sped away from a traffic stop last week 
and hit another car.  He faces several felony charges.

Armed Robbery
Length:  1:30
Format:  Live – Voice Over
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

Police are investigating an armed robbery at a Tri-Cities CVS pharmacy.  
Elizabethton Police and the Carter County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
CVS on West Elk Avenue around 8 this evening.  Investigators say pills 
were stolen from the pharmacy.  No injuries were reported.

Deanna Hays Guilty



Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

The former director of the Blue Plum Festival may not have to serve 
time in jail.  Deanna Hays pleaded guilty in court today.  She’s accused 
of draining $50,000 from the bank account of the non-profit in charge of 
the festival.  She pleaded guilty to 3 charges including theft over 
$10,000.  As part of a plea deal, she will serve a 6 year suspended 
sentence with no jail time, and she will be on supervised probation.  
Hays was also ordered to pay $1,000 a month in restitution.  The 
monthly payment will go back to the Friends of Olde Downtowne.  

Whitaker Guilty
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  1.24.17

 A Washington County, Tennessee man will serve more than a decade in 
jail for abusing his 7 month old son.  Today, a Washington County jury 
found Joe Whitaker guilty of aggravated child abuse.  Police arrested 
Whitaker in 2013.  Investigators said he shook the child so hard that the 
child suffered eye damage and a brain hemorrhage.  Whitaker faces a 
minimum of 15 years behind bars, but a judge could sentence him to up 
to 25 years.  Whitaker will be sentenced February 21.



Car Burglaries
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

Johnson City police say they are investigating a string of similar crimes 
that put your car and home at risk.  Over the past 2 weeks, Johnson City 
police responded to more than 30 motor vehicle burglaries.  Police said 
the burglars are taking garage door openers and using them to break into 
homes.  Johnson City police say the most recent neighborhoods hit are in 
north Johnson City like Mountain View Road, Bondwood Circle and 
Berkshire Circle.  There have also been break-ins on Nathaniel Drive, 
Clark Manor and Pinecrest.

Sullivan North Bookkeeper
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.27.17

A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a former bookkeeper at Sullivan 
North High School.  Investigators say she falsified documents and stole 
more than a thousand dollars from the school.  Investigators say Tami 



Minnick recorded fake numbers into Sullivan North’s accounting system 
regarding money brought in by ticket sales to athletic events at the 
school.  Comptroller investigators say Minnick admitted to keeping at 
least $1200 for herself.  They say she told them she used the money to 
pay personal bills.  She faces charges of theft over $1,000 and four 
counts of forgery.  Sullivan County Schools fired Minnick September 
14.  

James Black
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

A jury returned a guilty verdict for a man charged with multiple counts 
of murder.  James Black is one of three people charged in the deaths of 
Cortney Thompson and Terrance Stewart in 2012.  Today, a jury found 
Black guilty on two counts of first degree murder, two counts of first 
degree murder during a robbery and two counts of first degree murder 
during a theft.  A judge sentenced Black to live on those charges today.  
A judge previously sentenced Christopher Jones to 35 years in the case 
while Tabitha Whitlock has not been tried.  

Alysia Prater
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  1.27.17

A former Greene Valley Developmental Center employee pleaded guilty 
to the attempted aggravated assault of a woman with intellectual 
disabilities.  A grand jury indicted Alysia Prater following our 
Community Watchdog investigation into the past handling of abuse 
cases at the state-run facility. As part of a plea agreement, Prater’s name 
will be on the abuse registry for life, meaning she can never work with 
vulnerable people again.  She’ll also spend the next 2 years on 
probation.  Investigators said she used a shoe to reportedly hit a middle 
aged woman in the face in December 2014.  The woman suffered from 
bipolar disease and could not talk.  

Bryan Lawson
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.17

Police say a home surveillance system captured a murder.  The Church 
Hill Police department charged Bryan Lawson with first degree murder 
and reckless endangerment Friday.  That morning, police responded to 
Church Hill Village Apartments on Holliston Mills Road.  Inside an 
apartment, deputies said they found the body of Beth Lawson.  Police 
said a home surveillance system recorded Bryan Lawson shooting his 
wife while their small child stood beside her.  The sheriff’s office also 
said the video showed the couple in an argument before the shooting, 
however investigators did not say what sparked the argument.



Marijuana Bust
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

Elizabethton police say a search warrant executed this morning led to a 
major drug bust in the city.  Officers seized 99 live marijuana plants at a 
home on West E Street.  They also found marijuana packaged for resale 
and other drug paraphernalia.  Police say charges are pending at this 
time.

Greeneville Sex Offender
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

Greeneville police say they’re looking for a missing sex offender.  They 
say Paul Massaro may have left the area and has failed to register with 
police as required.  Police say he’s wanted for violating the sex offender 
registry.  According to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Massaro 
was convicted of possessing child sexual material in 2008.  He’s listed 
as homeless with the state.  



Sliger Murder
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

A Tri-Cities community continues to mourn a retired teacher.  
Investigators said she was murdered at her home.  A 15-year old boy 
pleaded guilty to the murder of Margaret Sliger in court today.  This is a 
case out of Hawkins County.  In May 2015, investigators said Sliger was 
shot in the head at her home in Mooresburg.  District Attorney Dan 
Armstrong told us that her neighbor, 15-year old Kyle Wolfe pleaded 
guilty to second degree murder.  He could get up to 25 years in prison.  
Wolfe’s attorney told us the gun he used was his grandfather’s, and he’s 
sorry for what he did.  Wolfe won’t be eligible for parole until he serves 
nearly 22 years of his 25 year sentence.

Drug Bust
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.2.17



Three people face multiple charges following a drug bust in 
Elizabethton.  Joshua White, Crystal White, and David Brodin all face 
charges of possession for resale, drug paraphernalia, and child neglect.  
The charges stem from police seizing 99 marijuana plants and other 
items from a home on West E Street Wednesday.

Pomrenke
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.2.17

A former Tri-Cities utility executive will get out of prison earlier than 
expected.  In August, a judge sentenced former Bristol Virginia Utilities 
Chief Financial Officer Stacey Pomrenke to serve 34 months in prison 
on federal corruption charges, including tax fraud, conspiracy and 
bribery.  She reported to the federal prison camp in Alderson, West 
Virginia on September 26.  The Federal Bureau of Prisons told News 
Channel 11 Pomrenke’s projected release date is June 13, 2018.  That’s 
a little over a year less than her sentence.  When we asked why, the 
spokesperson told us the Bureau of Prisons does not disclose specific 
conditions of confinement or release for individual inmates for privacy 
reasons. 

Johnson City Stabbing
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.3.17

Johnson City police charged a man with attempted murder for stabbing 
another man several times this morning.  Investigators say it started 
when two men got into a fight inside a bar on Main Street.  Police say 
the men were asked to leave the business and one of the men attacked 
the other outside.  Police arrested 46-year old Frederick Alan Reedy and 
charged him with attempted second degree murder.  Police say the 
victim suffered several stab wounds.  Doctors at the hospital treated and 
later released him.  Reedy is being held on a $200,000 bond.

Mull Street Murder
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.3.17

Kingsport police say they’re looking for Jeffrey Flanary.  He’s wanted 
for questioning in connection to a homicide investigation.  Police say the 
investigation centers on a death on Mull Street in Kingsport.  Police 
found Michael Davidson dead inside the home.  Police say they think 
Jeffrey Flanary killed him.  Police have warrants for his arrest on 
charges of first degree murder, premeditated first degree murder, 
especially aggravated robbery, and two counts of theft over 2500 dollars.  



Gray Shooting Update
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.17

The case of a man shot and killed by officers in Washington County, 
Tennessee is now in the hands of the district attorney.  The shooting 
happened on Moody Lane in Gray in September.  The Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation says Washington County, Tennessee deputies were 
responding to a domestic call when they encountered 70-year old Larry 
Whitehead.  Deputies said he had a gun.  The TBI told us the officers 
shot and killed him after a confrontation.  The office of District Attorney 
General Tony Clark said it received TBI’s review of the case.  The 
office said it expects to look at those findings sometime this week.

Child in Cage
Length:  1:25
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.17

The parents of a 10-year old autistic girl are in jail on charges of child 
abuse and neglect.  Investigators said they found the girl locked in a 
cage.  The Washington County Sheriff’s Office made a welfare check at 
the home on Miller Crossing Road Monday night.  When officers got 
there, they said they found the child in a locked wooden cage with a 



mattress.  Mickey Sparks and Patricia Laws appeared in court today.  
Both said they had been using the cage for the last 3 to 4 years.  An 
investigator we spoke with said more charges could be filed in the case.

Stabbing Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.17

A Johnson City man goes to court tomorrow for arraignment on an 
assault charge.  Johnson City police responded to a report of a stabbing 
shortly after 5 this morning at Johnson Inn on West Market Street.  
Police said they found John Farrington, Senior with two stab wounds to 
his leg.  Police arrested John Farrington, Jr. and charge him with 
domestic assault.  

Samantha Dennis Court Appearance
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.10.17

The case of a Coeburn, Virginia woman charged with murder in a head 
on collision will now go before a grand jury.  Thirty-six year old 



Samantha Dennis is charged with felony murder, felony eluding and 
driving on a suspended license.  According to Wise County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Chuck Slemp, a judge found her guilty of 
driving on a suspended license.  The judge sentenced her to on year 
supervised probation, suspended her license and fined her $2500.  
Virginia State Police say in December, Dennis drove the wrong way on 
Route 58 in Wise County to avoid a DUI checkpoint.  Troopers said she 
crashed head on into Rebecca Starling.  Starling died and her two 
children suffered injuries.  A grand jury will decide whether to indict 
Dennis on murder and eluding charges.  Slemp says he anticipates that 
will happen in March.

Shoplifter Caught
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.17

Kingsport police say a serial shoplifter is now in custody.  45-year old 
Michael Knarr was arrested by Rogersville police at Wal-Mart in 
Rogersville.  Police recovered several tools that had been stolen as well 
as more than $2500 in cash, believed to be proceeds from selling stolen 
property.  Knarr is charged with theft of property over $5000.  

Jason Byrd Arrest
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.17

A Johnson City man is behind bars facing burglary and theft charges.  
Johnson City police arrested Jason Byrd.  Officers say they found stolen 
property in a vehicle.  Investigators say the property is related to a 
burglary at Jim’s Motorcycle Shop where more than $9000 worth of 
property was stolen.  Police say Byrd confessed to the crime.  

Cemetery Vandalism
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

Johnson City police say several headstones at West Lawn Cemetery 
have been damaged.  It is not clear who caused the damage.  The West 
Lawn Cemetery is located in the 12 hundred block of Lowell Street.  We 
went to the cemetery and found at least 4 headstones and grave markers 
overturned or damaged.  Police told us they responded to the vandalism 
today.  Police estimate the damage at around $5,000.  

Benanti Guilty
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

A man accused of kidnapping a woman and her son as part of a bank 
robbery scheme has been found guilty.  A jury found Michael Benanti 
guilty on 23 counts today.  He’s accused of robbing 2 banks in 
Tennessee and trying to force a woman to rob Northeast Community 
Credit Union in Elizabethton.  Benanti will be sentenced July 25.

Animal Fighting
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.16.17

Two people from Lebanon, Virginia are free on bond today after being 
indicted on numerous charges including animal fighting.  The Russell 
County Sheriff’s Office told News Channel 11 the indictments came 
after the search of a home on Tumbez Hollow Road on January 31.  
Investigators said they found 9 roosters intended to be used in animal 
fighting.  The sheriff’s office arrested Kimberly Crisp and Jonathan 
Clark and charged them with animal fighting, conspiracy to commit 
animal fighting and marijuana possession.

Asheville Pot Bust
Length:  :20



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.16.17

Western North Carolina investigators say three million dollars worth of 
marijuana is now off the streets.  The Asheville Office of North Carolina 
Alcohol Law Enforcement said officers found a shipment of nearly 2300 
pounds of marijuana in a van.  Investigators said a tip lead them to the 
large shipment which resulted in six arrests.

Michael Lintz Sentencing
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

A former parks and recreation supervisor accused of coercing two 
women to have sex with him will be sentenced next week.  That’s 
according to federal court officials in Abingdon.  They say Michael 
Lintz will be sentenced Tuesday.  He used to be a Parks and Recreation 
Supervisor in Norton, Virginia.  Investigators say he was supervising 
two women who were performing community service when he coerced 
them into having sex with him.

Ringley Guilty Plea



Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

A Hawkins County cemetery owner accused of using her customers’ 
money for her own needs will have to repay hundreds of victims.  That’s 
part of Vickie Ringley’s plea agreement.  She pleaded guilty to 4 counts 
including forgery, money laundering, theft over 60,000 dollars,  and 
failure to follow cemetery regulations.  Investigators said Ringley railed 
to fulfill the contracts of grieving families at Hawkins County Memorial 
Gardens.  Ringley must pay $500 a month in restitution beginning in 
April.  As part of her plea agreement, Ringley will be released from jail 
February 28th.  She was also ordered to surrender her cemetery operating 
license.

Inmate Escape
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17

Investigators are trying to find an inmate who injured another inmate 
and ran away from a work detail.  The Carter County Sheriff’s Office 
wants to find James Walton.  The sheriff says he ran away from a work 
detail in Roan Mountain today.  He was in jail serving time for violating 
his probation.  



Carter County Escapee
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

The Carter County Sheriff’s Office just told News Channel 11 the search 
for an escapee is over.  The sheriff’s office says James Walton is in 
custody.  He turned himself in at the Carter County Jail today.  Walton 
and 3 other inmates were on a supervised work detail in Roan Mountain.  
The sheriff says Walton got into a fight with another inmate.  The sheriff 
told us Walton hit another inmate with a shovel and ran.  Walton is 
charged with felony escape and could face more charges.

Kingsport Murder Investigation
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package – Live
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

Kingsport police say a suspected killer is on the run.  18-year old 
Anthony Moosman is wanted on charges of first degree murder, felony 
murder, attempted first degree murder, and robbery.  Police believe 
Moosman killed a man and injured another one during what 



investigators call a drug-related shooting.  Moosman is accused of 
killing 18-year old Stephen Caudill and injuring his roommate, Clayton 
Ray, at a four unit apartment building on Lynn Avenue Monday night.  
Police told us they are increasing patrols in the area.  If you see 
Moosman, call the Kingsport Police Department.

Sullivan County Attempted Escape
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

A child support investigator nabbed an inmate trying to make a getaway.  
Today, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office charged Duane Doxtater 
with felony escape.  The sheriff’s office said he kicked out of one of his 
restraints and ran through the Kingsport Justice Center Parking Lot.  A 
child support investigator captured Doxtater.  He was previously booked 
into the Sullivan County Jail on numerous charges including 3 counts of 
statutory rape, evading arrest, reckless endangerment and violation of 
probation.  Now he faces a new charge, felony escape.

Teens Arrested
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.17



Two Tri-Cities teens face charges after police say they attacked a man.  
Police said it happened on Orleans Street in Johnson City.  Police tell us 
the man was attacked around 3 this morning.  Investigators charged 18-
year old Arnaldo Torres and 19-year old Hayley Webster with 
aggravated assault.  Detectives say they chased the man and Torres hit 
him with a pistol.  Both are in jail on $50,000 bond each.

Moosman Arrest
Length:  :55
Format: Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Kate Edwards
Show:  6am
Air Date:  2.22.17

Kingsport police spent more than 24 hours looking for murder suspect 
Anthony Moosman.  Now, he is behind bars.  Police arrested him at 
11:15 Tuesday night.  While following up on a tip, police searched the 
area of Miller Village Apartments on Eastline Drive in Kingsport.  
Police spotted Moosman in a breezeway.  Police say he tried to run, but 
officers caught him.  Moosman is charged with first degree murder, 
felony murder, attempted first degree murder and robbery.  

Whitaker Sentencing
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter: Katie Parks
Show:  6:30pm



Air Date:  2.22.17

A Tri-Cities man convicted of child abuse now knows his punishment.  
A jury sentenced Joe Whitaker to 15 years in prison.  Officers arrested 
him in 2013 after they said he shook a 7 month old child and caused 
retinal damage and a brain hemorrhage.  Whitaker must serve his full 
sentence.

Best Western Assault
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

Johnson City police say a man assaulted an employee at the Best 
Western motel.  Police charged Ralph Roberts with sexual battery, 
resisting arrest, disorderly conduct and public intoxication.  They say he 
was at the Best Western on North Roan Street this afternoon when he 
assaulted the employee.  Roberts is in jail tonight under a $7,000 bond.

Sexting Sentencing
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.23.17



A southwest Virginia man accused of sending sexually explicit messages 
to a child will spend the next 20 years in prison.  Investigators say 46 
year old Kevin Johnson of Lebanon sent text messages to a 10-year old 
child back in June of last year.  Prosecutors say there’s no evidence the 
child ever had sexual contact with Johnson.  In court today, Johnson was 
sentenced to serve 20 years in prison.

Pharmacy Robbery
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.23.17

The search for a man accused in a Tri-Cities pharmacy robbery is over.  
The Carter County Sheriff’s office made an arrest in the Hampton 
Pharmacy Robbery.  Investigators responded to the pharmacy on 
Highway 321 this afternoon.  As a precaution, school administrators put 
Hampton Elementary School on lockdown.  The school is located across 
the road from the pharmacy.  The sheriff’s office says a man walked in 
the pharmacy with a gun and got away with medication.  They tell us he 
drove off in a red explorer with a broken window covered with a trash 
bag.  That vehicle led investigators to Keenburg Road in Elizabethton.  
Sheriff Dexter Lunceford said after 5 hours, the sheriff’s office secured a 
search warrant and found the suspect inside a home.  Sheriff Lunceford 
identified the suspect at Jason Stout.  Stout is charged with armed 
robbery.  



Child Abuse
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

A Wise, Virginia man will learn his punishment in April after pleading 
guilty to child abuse.  Christopher Todd Clark entered the guilty plea 
Thursday.  In addition to the child abuse charge, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Chuck Slemp said Clark also pleaded guilty to allowing a 
minor to drive, drug possession, public intoxication, and violating 
probation.  The charges stem from a traffic stop in September.  A police 
report said a 12-year old was driving and Clark was under the influence 
of drugs.  Clark faces a maximum punishment of more than 15 years 
behind bars.

Abingdon Child Abuse
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

A man wanted on 5 counts of child rape and 4 counts of statutory rape is 
behind bars tonight.  The Washington County, Virginia Sheriff’s Office 
arrested 20-year old Brandon Tuell in a room at Red Carpet Inn in 



Bristol, Virginia.  Tuell was wanted in Bristol, TN.  The U.S. Marshal 
Service assisted the sheriff’s office with the Thursday arrest.  Tonight, 
Tuell is in the Abingdon facility of the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail.  
He’s being held without bond.

Hampton Robbery
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

A man suspected of robbing a Carter County pharmacy at gunpoint is in 
jail tonight.  The Carter County Sheriff’s Office arrested 36-year old 
Jason Stout and charged him with armed robbery.  Officers located the 
suspect inside a home after obtaining a search warrant.  The Carter 
County Sheriff’s Office said Stout walked into Hampton Pharmacy 
Thursday afternoon and pulled a gun on employees.  Investigators said 
he got away with medication.  Stout is being held on a $50,000 bond.  
He’s due in court April 11.

Reward Increased
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.17



Southwest Virginia investigators increased the reward to help find a man 
accused of killing his ex-wife.  The Wise County Sheriff’s Office is still 
searching for Eric Jones. Officers say he murdered his ex-wife Janina 
Jefferson back in November.  Her body was found at a water plant in the 
town of Appalachia.  The U.S. Marshals service previously offered 
$2,000 to help find Jones.  The Wise County Sheriff’s Office says that 
reward is now $2500.  

Unicoi Homicide
Length:  :55
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.17

Investigators charged a woman in a deadly stabbing in Unicoi County.  
The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation charged Ricina Patrick with first 
degree murder.  Investigators said she is the person responsible for 
stabbing Ricky Price several times.  The Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the 300 block of Tipton Street in Erwin shortly after 10 this 
morning.  The TBI said Ricky Price was found at a neighbor’s home.  
The sheriff’s office said he died at the hospital.  The TBI says Patrick 
was Price’s girlfriend and she lived with him.  Tonight, she’s in the 
Unicoi County Jail.  Her bond is half a million dollars.

Saltville Murder Investigation
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.1.17

Two men are behind bars in connection to a murder in Saltville, 
Virginia.  Investigators say a body was found in a septic tank on 
Tuesday while officers were performing a welfare check at a home on 
Sanders Lane.  Officers arrived at the home just after Noon to find a 
person staying temporarily at the home.  Thirty-five year old Christopher 
Wright and 38-year old Nathaniel Prewitt were arrested and charged in 
connection to the murder.  Prewitt is charged with first degree murder.  
Wright is charged with accessory after the fact of murder.  The identity 
of the victim has not been released.

Moosman Grand Jury
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.17

The case of a man accused in a drug-related shooting in the Tri-Cities 
will now head to a grand jury.  Anthony Moosman is charged with the 
murder of Stephen Caudill and the attempted murder of Clayton Ray.  
Investigators say he was at their home on Lynn Avenue in Kingsport to 
rob them of drugs and money.  Police found Moosman last week after 
starting a manhunt to find him.  The case was bound over to the grand 
jury.  Moosman is scheduled for another court appearance on May 12 in 
Blountville.  He’s still in jail tonight in Sullivan County.



Dickenson County Murder
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

A homicide investigation is underway tonight in southwest Virginia.  
The Dickenson County Sheriff’s Office says a man buried a woman in 
his front yard.  Investigators charged Walter Reed with the second 
degree murder of Crystal Stanley.  Officers believe Stanley was killed 
on Sunday.  They tell us they went to Reed’s home on Coeburn Road 
last night based on tips.  The sheriff’s office says it arrested Reed after 
he tried to run from deputies.  He’s in jail tonight without bond.

Lacy Guilty
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

Two men pleaded guilty to the murder of a Carter County man.  A judge 
sentenced Anthony Lacy to life in prison as part of a plea agreement.  He 
was originally facing the death penalty.  Demetrice Cordell received 25 
years in prison.  On July 4, 2014, investigators say Lacy and Cordell 



went to the home of Danny Vance in Roan Mountain to rob him.  
Investigators also told us Lacy hit Vance in the back of the head with a 
large rock, which killed him.  District Attorney General Tony Clark told 
us Cordell pleaded guilty to similar crimes as well as facilitation of first 
degree murder.  Both will be taken to the Bledsoe County Correctional 
Center in Pikeville, Tennessee next week.

Wise County Escapee
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.4.17

A Wise County inmate is now facing additional charges after deputies 
said he escaped the Justice Center and stole a truck.  The Wise County 
Virginia Sheriff’s Office says Travis Scott Pratt was in custody of the 
Norton Police Department when he escaped while outside of the Wise 
County Justice Center.  Deputies captured Pratt after a brief chase.

Counterfeit Cash
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.5.17



Greeneville Police are investigating after eight $50 counterfeit bills were 
discovered today.  They were passed at Walmart.  Police said an 
employee noticed the fake bills while performing check-out duties.  
Greeneville police said there have been several cases where people were 
using $20 counterfeit bills in the past few weeks.  There have been some 
arrests in those cases.  Officers are not sure if the incidents are related.

Child in a Cage
Length:  1:10
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.6.17

The case of two parents accused of putting an autistic child in a cage is 
now headed to a grand jury.  Those parents appeared in court today for a 
preliminary hearing.  Mickey Sparks and Patricia Laws are both charged 
with child abuse and neglect.  Investigators say those charges come after 
an autistic girl was found locked in a cage at their home on Miller 
Crossing Road in Jonesborough.  Sparks and Laws are set to appear in 
criminal court on June 7.  

Unicoi County Methamphetamine
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.7.17



The Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office arrested 4 people as part of a drug 
investigation.  They’re calling it Operation Cold Front.  It’s part of an 
effort to arrest meth dealers.  Investigators say the dealers were bringing 
the drugs into Unicoi County every week for the past 2 months.

Walmart Bomb Threat
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.7.17

Two people are in jail tonight after a man told police he had explosives 
in his car at a Walmart parking lot.  Charges are pending against that 
man.  Police identified people in the car as Donovan Johnson and 
Nichole Johnson.  They are in the Washington County TN Jail tonight 
on unrelated charges.  Police say Nichole Johnson will not face charges 
in the explosives investigation.  Johnson City police say they found the 
two inside a car at Walmart on West Market Street.  Johnson told an 
officer he was sitting on an explosive trigger.  An explosive device was 
never found.  

Former Attorney Indicted
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:00pm



Air Date:  3.8.17

A former Bristol, Tennessee attorney accused of stealing thousands of 
dollars from estates he managed faces more charges tonight.  Last week, 
the Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted Don W. Cooper on 6 counts of 
theft over $10,000 and one count of theft over $60,000.  Today, Cooper 
turned himself in to the Sullivan County Jail.  Tonight, he is free on a 
$15,000 bond.  Prior to the most recent charges, a Sullivan County 
Grand Jury indicted Cooper on a charge of theft over $250,000 in April 
2016 and again in July 2016 on one count of theft over $10,000.  

Officer Involved Shooting
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.17

A grand jury indicted a Greene County woman.  Investigators say she 
injured two officers before they fired shots at her.  The Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation says a national park service ranger tried to stop a 
speeding vehicle last month.  That’s when they say the ranger’s foot was 
run over.  The ranger chased the driver, Chelsey Dunbar, into Cocke 
County, south of Greene County.  Dunbar reportedly rammed a police 
vehicle and hit a deputy as he was getting out of his car.  TBI says 
Dunbar kept driving towards the injured deputy and officers started 
firing shots.  Dunbar faces charges of aggravated assault, evading arrest, 
and reckless endangerment.  



Corrections Officer
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.17

A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a former corrections officer for 
assaulting a jail inmate.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says 
Officer Edward Smith confronted inmate Hunter Gragg back in January.  
TBI says the inmate was being disruptive.  State agents tell us Smith was 
seen forcing Gragg to the floor on surveillance video.  Smith turned 
himself in this afternoon.  He’s out of jail tonight after posting a $7500 
bond.

Richard Jenny Court Appearance
Length:  :55
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.17

A Johnson City man accused  pulling a weapon on state troopers made 
his first court appearance this morning.  Richard Jenny faces two counts 
of aggravated assault and a weapons charge.  Jenny pleaded not guilty 
this morning to the charges.  The charges stem from an incident back in 
January.  That’s when two Tennessee Highway Patrol Troopers tried to 



stop a vehicle near Exit 6 in Kingsport.  Troopers said after stopping the 
vehicle, Jenny pulled a weapon on troopers.  Troopers fired shots at 
Jenny.  Sullivan County District Attorney Barry Staubus said a grand 
jury determined the troopers did not use excessive force.  Jenny remains 
free on bond tonight.  He is being monitored by a gps ankle bracelet.  He 
returns to court in May.

Christopher Alexander
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.17

A former orthotics clinic owner charged in connection with a pipe bomb 
explosion at a competitor’s clinic in Johnson City was sentenced to more 
than 6 years in prison today.  Christopher Alexander was charged with 
possession of a pipe bomb and arson in connection with the July 2015 
explosion at Victory Orthotics and Prosthetics in Johnson City.  He 
pleaded guilty to those charges in June 2016.  During a sentencing 
hearing in federal court in Greeneville, Alexander was sentenced to 78 
months in prison.  After serving his time, Alexander will be on three 
years of supervised release.  He must also pay restitution of $330,000.  

Attempted Murder
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.14.17

The search continues tonight for a teen accused of trying to murder 
someone in the Tri-Cities.  Police tell us the teen should be considered 
armed and dangerous.  Johnson City police say the juvenile stabbed 
someone in the 400 block of West Maple Street yesterday afternoon.  
Police tell us the victim was stabbed 2 times.  Police say the victim is in 
stable condition.  They have not released any details about the suspect 
because the suspect is a juvenile.   

Kingsport CVS Robbery
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Kingsport police charged a man for robbing a pharmacy of more than 
$10,000 in prescription drugs.  The robbery happened in November at 
the CVS Pharmacy on Fort Henry Drive in the Colonial Heights area.  
Kingsport police said they found the suspect, Jeremy Ferguson, in the 
Sullivan County Jail on unrelated charges.  Kingsport police charged 
him with aggravated robbery and theft over $10,000.  Police say he has 
also been charged for a CVS pharmacy robbery in Carter County.  

Juvenile Arrested
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.17

Police arrested a juvenile accused of trying to murder someone in the 
Tri-Cities.  Police said they found the juvenile today, thanks to some 
help from the Carter County Sheriff’s Office.  Investigators tell us the 
juvenile stabbed a woman in the back twice after getting into an 
argument.  The victim was taken to the hospital but held overnight for 
observation.  The juvenile is now charged with attempted first degree 
murder.

Child Porn Sentencing
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.20.17

A southwest Virginia man who pleaded guilty to child pornography and 
weapons charges received his punishment today.  A judge in Abingdon 
federal court sentenced Tony Spencer to serve 108 months in prison.  
After serving his term, the 42-year old Raven, Virginia man must spend 
15 years on supervised release.  To date, agents with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation uncovered more than 300,000 images of child porn on 
Spencer’s computers.  FBI agents also found an unregistered sawed-off 
shotgun in Spencer’s home.



Rape Suspect
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.21.17

A former nursing home employee accused of raping a client at the 
facility is on the run tonight.  The Washington County Tennessee 
Sheriff’s Office wants to find 36-year old Lorenzo Kamanda.  
Investigators say when they arrest Kamanda, he will face an aggravated 
rape charge.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal says the charge stems from a report 
filed in October 2016 by staff of Life Care Centers of Gray.  The report 
alleged an incident happened between someone who lived at the center 
and an employee.  Based on lab analysis by the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation, the Washington County Sheriff’s Office issued an arrest 
warrant for Kamanda.  Investigators say they do not know where to find 
him.  

Rettke Indicted
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.17



A Washington County Tennessee Grand Jury indicted a man accused of 
wearing a gorilla mask to intimidate people at a Black Lives Matter 
Rally.  Tristan Rettke is a former student at East Tennessee State 
University.  Rettke faced a charge of civil rights intimidation.  A grand 
jury indicted him on two counts of that charge, two counts of disorderly 
conduct and disrupting a meeting.  Witnesses say Rettke used racial 
slurs and intimidated them during a Black Lives Matter event on campus 
back in September.

Greene County Murder
Length:  1:15
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.22.17

Investigators get a break in a 7 month old murder investigation.  Today, 
the Greene County Sheriff’s Office announced the arrest of Vonda 
Smith.  The sheriff’s office charged Smith with 2 counts of first degree 
murder.  She’s accused of killing 21-year old Jessie Morrison and her 
unborn child.  Two children already called Morrison, “Mom.”  Sheriff 
Pat Hankins said her body was dumped along Jud Neal Loop in August.  
The sheriff said the suspect, Vonda Smith, was arrested this morning.    
Investigators said the murder suspect is the grandmother to one of the 
victim’s children.  Vonda Smith will appear in court May 12.  

Drug Roundup
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.17

Tonight, the Carter County Sheriff’s Office is trying to find more than a 
dozen people wanted on drug charges.  The sheriff’s office says 45 
people face drug related charges after a 7 month investigation.  
Investigators tell us they’ve been involved in illegal drug activity which 
includes selling, moving and making the drugs.  Officers arrested 27 
people so far.  They are still in search of 18 others.  You can find the 
names of those arrested and those wanted on our website, wjhl.com.

Counterfeit Bills
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.17

Investigators in the Tri-Cities say they found a Knoxville man with 
$2,000 in counterfeit bills.  The Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s 
Office says deputies stopped Timothy Buchanan at a Dollar General in 
Jonesborough.  Officers say he’s part of a counterfeit money operation 
linking him to Sevier County.  This is one of several arrests made in our 
region involving fake cash over the past several weeks.  The Greene 
County Sheriff’s Office and Johnson City Police Department are among 
the agencies that have made arrests.



Baby on Craigslist
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.25.17

A Greeneville couple is in jail tonight after investigators say they tried to 
sell a five month old baby online.  Greene County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested and charged John Cain and Deanna Greer with aggravated child 
abuse and aggravated child neglect.  The Greene County Sheriff’s Office 
says the couple told an undercover agent with the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation that the baby was on sale on Craigslist for $3,000.  The 
child is in state custody.  

Komanda TBI Most Wanted
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.17

A man accused of raping a Tri-Cities nursing home resident is now one 
of Tennessee’s most wanted men.  The Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation added Lorenzo Kamanda to its top ten most wanted list.  
State agents say he raped a resident in October while he was working at 
Life Care Center of Gray.  Documents from the Tennessee Board of 
Nursing show the resident’s roommate reported the incident.  The state 



says the patient Kamanda allegedly raped was incapacitated and could 
not care for herself.  

Baby on Craigslist
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.17

A man and a woman accused of trying to sell their baby on Craigslist 
could face more charges.  John Cain and Deanna Greer are both charged 
with aggravated child abuse and neglect.  The Greene County Sheriff’s 
Office says they tried to sell their 5-month old baby to undercover 
agents at the Dollar General Store on Asheville Highway.  Both 
appeared in court for the first time today.  The Greene County District 
Attorney’s office says the federal government could also bring charges 
against the couple.  Both are in jail under a $150,000 bond.  Their next 
court appearance is April 7.

Abuse / Neglect of a Child
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  3.28.17



A Kingsport man is being held without bond after being accused of 
several crimes in southwest Virginia.  The Washington County Virginia 
Sheriff’s Office arrested 31-year old Bryius Lewis Monday night.  A 
deputy pulled Lewis over for speeding in a work zone on Interstate 81 
around Exit 10.  After administering several sobriety tests, the deputy 
said Lewis was possibly under the influence of alcohol.  The deputy also 
found a 13-day old infant in the car.  The baby is in protective care.  The 
sheriff’s office charged Lewis with abuse or neglect of a child, driving 
under the influence, speeding and driving on a suspended license.

Money Laundering Indictment
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

Federal authorities arrested a Greeneville woman accused of taking more 
than $110,000 from two organizations.  Gayle Shapiro Green faces 15 
counts, including fraud and money laundering, according to a now 
unsealed federal grand jury indictment.  Court records reveal Green 
served as volunteer treasurer for both the Greater Kingsport Kennel Club 
and the Tennessee Basketry Association.  Over a roughly 10 year period, 
prosecutors allege the woman took $66,000 from the kennel club and 
more than $50,000 from the basketry group.  A federal judge released 
Green on bond today.

Joshua Hopkins
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

Joshua Hopkins, a Carter County Deputy accused of murder, declined a 
plea deal from prosecutors.  He’s charged in an officer involved 
shooting from July 2015.  At the time, he was a deputy in Ashe County, 
North Carolina.  Investigators say Dallas Shatley was shot and killed 
after officers responded to a disturbance call.  A grand jury indicted 
Hopkins last year for second degree murder and assault with a deadly 
weapon.  This comes after the former “Southern Justice” star moved to 
Carter County to work as an officer there.  His case has now been turned 
over to the Davidson County, North Carolina district attorney.  The 
office says there was a conflict of interest in the case with the Ashe 
County district attorney.  Hopkins was offered a plea deal, but he 
refused.  A special judge has been requested for the case.  Another court 
date will be determined once that new judge is in place.

Kamanda Search
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

Investigators are tracking down new tips tonight in the search for a 
wanted man.  They believe he could still be in the Tri-Cities.  Earlier this 
week, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation added Lorenzo Kamanda 



to the state’s Top 10 Most Wanted List.  He’s accused of raping a 
nursing home resident at Life Care Center of Gray.  The Washington 
County Sheriff’s Office says it got 2 new tips that investigators are 
looking into.  Investigators told us today there could be other victims.  

Amber Alert
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

State agents translated the Amber Alert poster for Elizabeth Thomas into 
Spanish.  It’s part of an effort to reach more people.  It’s been 17 days 
since anyone has seen or heard from Elizabeth Thomas and Tad 
Cummins.  Cummins is accused of kidnapping Thomas by luring her 
away from her Maury County, Tennessee home.  Investigators say 
Cummins could be in Mexico acting as a missionary.  The TBI says it 
received 1200 tips but have no confirmed sightings.  

Purple Cow Burglary
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.30.17



Police want to know who broke into a popular Tri-Cities restaurant.  
Police say the burglary got away with thousands of dollars.  The 
burglary happened early this morning at the Purple Cow on East Stone 
Drive in Kingsport.  Police say a man broke out the drive through 
window, climbed inside and broke into the office.  That’s where police 
say he grabbed a safe filled with cash then handed it to another man who 
police say was helping him commit the crime.  If you have information 
that could help police crack this case, call the Kingsport Police 
Department.

Olivera
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.17

A Washington County Tennessee jury returned a guilty  verdict against 
the man accused of hogtying his ex-wife.  It took the jury a little less 
than two hours to find Luis Olivera guilty on 2 counts of aggravated 
assault and 3 counts of aggravated kidnapping.  Olivera will be 
sentenced May 5.

Holt Arrest
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.17



A Bristol, Virginia man, accused of sexually abusing a child is behind 
bars without bond tonight.  49-year old Tracy Holt faces several charges 
including aggravated sexual battery.  The Bristol Virginia Police 
Department launched its investigation into the allegations against Holt 
on February 24.  Police arrested Holt today.

EDUCATION

Burton Band in Sugar Bowl
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.1.17

Members of the John I. Burton High School Marching Band are in New 
Orleans right now preparing to perform at one of college football’s 
biggest games.  The Norton, Virginia school was one of 14 selected 
nationwide to perform in this year’s Sugar Bowl.  That bowl game 
happens tomorrow night when Auburn takes on Oklahoma.  This is the 
high school’s first appearance at a bowl game.



UT Band Inauguration
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

Hundreds of people are trying to stop the University of Tennessee Band 
from playing at the Presidential Inauguration.  An online petition says 
the band’s attendance would hurt U.T.’s reputation and credibility.  The 
petition was created on change.org by Scott Lillard of Goodlettsville, 
Tennessee.  Yesterday, it had 500 signatures.  Tonight, it has more than 
1700.  Lillard posted a note on the petition addressed to U.T.’s president.  
It says people are disturbed by the racist and sexist remarks they say 
Donald Trump made during the Presidential campaign and they fear that 
attending the inauguration would show that the university condones that 
behavior.  The school has not issued a response.

Sullivan County Road
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

Sullivan County leaders want to improve the road for a new high school 
off Lynn Road.  Sullivan County leaders and highway and school 
department officials will meet with the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation to discuss changes they would like to see made.  The 



meeting takes place this Thursday at 10am at the Sullivan County 
Courthouse.

Kingsport Crossing Guards
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

One Tri-Cities school district will not have enough employees to cover a 
key job that ensures student safety.  Kingsport police say the city still 
needs to fill 6 crossing guard positions across the city.  We found out 
why there’s still a shortage despite dozens of applicants.  The Kingsport 
Police Department oversees crossing guards.  The department said it 
received 30 applications but before people can go to work, a crossing 
guard must go through the same vetting process as any Kingsport Police 
Department employee, even a sworn officer.  In the meantime, the 
school system and police department are working to fill the gaps.  
Kingsport police closed the application window for crossing guards in 
mid-December.  The focus is now on processing the applications.

FAFSA Frenzy
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.17



Filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, can 
frustrate prospective college students.  But Northeast State Community 
College is hosting event to help students fill out those forms.  FAFSA 
Frenzy Day will take place on the Blountville campus on Tuesday, 
January 10 from 9 until 5.  Students can set up an appointment to get 
assistance filling out FAFSA.  To set up an appointment, go to 
northeaststate.edu.

TCAT Programs
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

A high demand from local employers has led to a new program for 
students at the Tennessee College of Applied Technology in 
Elizabethton.  TCAT launched its new Machine Tool Technology 
program today.  The program takes 16 months to complete and provides 
skills in machine tool operations and experience on a variety of 
machines.  

King University Online Program
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.4.17

A Tri-Cities university is celebrating big accomplishments tonight.  One 
of them includes one of the school’s online masters programs.  King 
University has been named the 12th most affordable university for the 
online Master of Science in Nursing program.  That’s according to the 
website Best Masters Degrees.  King University in Bristol, Tennessee 
was ranked among 30 other schools.  

King University Chapel
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

King University says it surpassed fundraising goal to renovate parts of 
the school’s memorial chapel.  The school raised the money in less than 
2 months.  School officials say they needed $13,000 to make some 
upgrades to the chapel but they raised $15,500.  The school says it’s 
been raising the money since Thanksgiving.  Officials say the money 
will help replace the carpet and refinish the hardwood and stage 
flooring.

Dominican Republic School
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.17

A Tri-Cities principal is getting ready for a big mission outside the 
United States.  Doctor Holly Flora with John Sevier Middle School in 
Kingsport will help build a school in the Dominican Republic.  Dr. Flora 
will travel with Lifetouch Memory Mission on Monday.  Organizers say 
she will help build a school for children and families in a small 
mountainous farming community.  Flora’s trip lasts through the 24th.  

Career Connect Program
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Stephen Greene
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

Students in Greene County will have an advantage when it comes to 
career preparation.  West Greene High School kicked off the Career 
Connect program.  The program is being financed by the Niswonger 
Foundation and its partners.  It is a workforce development program for 
high school students.  Students will get training in work force 
development that includes classwork and hands on training.  Students 
will begin the program as sophomores and continue through their senior 
year.  The program will focus on jobs in manufacturing.



ETSU Football 
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

News agency Bloomberg zoned in on college football teams in an article 
it published last week.  It talked about the difficulty of adding teams and 
how schools risk being sidelined by expenses.  One of the schools the 
article featured was East Tennessee State University, which brought 
back football in 2015.  The article said the cost of football is starting to 
challenge the benefits.  ETSU Athletic Director Dr. Richard Sander told 
Bloomberg concerning the return of ETSU football, “It’s much more 
than trying to create revenue, because it’s not going to do it.  There’s no 
doubt about that.”  He also told Bloomberg that enrollment is trending 
down nationwide and with throwing in the rising cost of coaching 
salaries among other things he said it makes him, “nervous.”  He told 
News Channel 11, “We don’t know exactly what the future of college 
athletics is in general and what the future holds.  Me personally, I have a 
real concern about the future of higher education because I think the 
model needs to change dramatically you know, but that’s just me.”  We 
asked Dr. Sander if he thought bringing back the football team was 
worth it, and he said, “Yes.”  He said what the program has done for the 
community and the school so far has been a huge success.  

Education Changes
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.11.17

Tennessee Education Commissioner Candace McQueen visited Bristol 
this evening for a town hall meeting.  She is informing parents about a 
new law signed just over a year ago by President Barack Obama.  The 
law makes the state responsible for your child’s education – not the 
federal government.  McQueen is traveling the state sharing information 
and getting feedback on the education plan and how Tennessee will 
implement it.  The new law replaces “No Child Left Behind.”  It’s  
called the Every Student Succeeds Act.  Tennessee’s version is a more 
than 300 page document.  The main goal is to improve the quality of 
education for all children.  McQueen made it clear that standardized 
testing is here to stay in order to insure accountability.  Students will be 
tested every year.  The ESSA law takes effect in Tennessee this fall.  

Washington County Lunches
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

Washington County Tennessee School students now have a new option 
when it comes to breakfast and lunch.  Starting this semester, the grab 
and go lunch  offers students a second option to the standard hot meal.  
Administrators say the lunch bags contain items that meet the USDA 
guidelines set out for all school lunches and have a longer shelf life than 
the traditional hot lunch.  School officials say, “It’s a concept that allows 
us to give the children kind of like a packed lunch at school.  We offer 



things like a fruit and whole grain products that meet the nutritional 
requirements of the USDA guidelines.”  The grab and go lunches will 
also allow students the opportunity to take uneaten items home to be 
eaten at a later time.

Dobyns-Bennett Special Needs Jobs Program
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

A Kingsport high school is helping students with disabilities find jobs 
after graduation.  The Transition School to Work Program is brand new 
this year at Dobyns-Bennett.  In the morning, students attend a readiness 
workshop.  They learn how to apply for a job and how to manage a 
budget.  Then, they go to local businesses for a few hours to learn on the 
job skills before returning to school to complete their school day.  
Eighteen students participate in the new program.  The program is 
funded through a grant with the Division of Rehabilitation Services.  
Coordinator Ben Robertson says the program teaches students critical 
skills with on the job training.  Five local businesses opened their doors 
to participants.  Dobyns-Bennett hopes to expand the program by adding 
students and businesses.  Robertson says he is in the process of re-
applying for the grant to continue the program next year.

ETSU Arts Center
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

East Tennessee State University says the school is making progress in 
the final design plan for its new, multi-million dollar fine arts center.  
University officials tell us they nearly reached the half-way mark of the 
design phase.  Architects and theatre consultants are now in the process 
of meeting with faculty and staff to work through some of the crucial 
spacing, equipment and performance details.  Construction on the fine 
arts center is expected to begin in the fall with the grand opening in 
2019.

Physical Activity – Department of Education Response
Length:  2:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

The state of Tennessee is working with school districts across the state 
after a new physical activity law caused confusion.  It also happened in 
the Tri-Cities region.  The Tennessee Department of Education is 
working to bring districts into compliance.  Greene and Washington 
County Schools thought they were following a new state law requiring 
kids be more active in school, but they weren’t.  Greene and Washington 
Counties were using classroom activity breaks to meet physical activity 
requirements.  Last month, the state department of education sent out an 
explicit memo saying they cannot count because they’re structured 



activities versus non-structured, which is what the law requires.  That 
leaves some districts wondering how to make up the gap.  The 
department of education says several districts are having challenges 
meeting the requirements.  Education Commissioner Candice McQueen 
says her office is committed to helping them.  The department recently 
sent out an annual physical activity survey to identify what works and 
what barriers exist.  When asked if the law is working, Commissioner 
McQueen said, “We want to make sure that we have students that are 
physically active and we are thinking about the health connection to 
education.  If there are things that we need to tweak in the law or 
continue to work with our legislators, we will.  Local school districts 
would like to see more clarification or even changes.  In the meantime, 
districts are working to comply with the latest guidance.  The 
department says it will take several months to complete a report on the 
survey results, identifying best practices and barriers.  Once it is 
finished, it will be sent to state legislators.

University of Tennessee Band to Inauguration
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

Some in East Tennessee are attending the inauguration of Donald 
Trump.  Some of them left for Washington today.  That includes the 
Pride of the Southland Band from the University of Tennessee.  This 
will make the band’s 15th appearance in the Inaugural Parade.  It’s 
played for every President since Dwight Eisenhower back in 1953.  
After a controversial election, someone started a petition online to stop 



the band from playing.  All the band members got on the bus today 
saying they’re marching in the name of democracy.

EHS Cadets Gatlinburg
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

It’s been almost 2 months since thousands of people evacuated Sevier 
County to escape deadly wildfires.  Communities are working to rebuild.  
Some students in the Tri-Cities are setting an example about how people 
can help wildfire survivors.  The Elizabethton High School Cadet Corps 
traveled to Gatlinburg over the weekend to help with restoration efforts.  
The school says the cadets should be recognized for their leadership and 
service.  

Remind Communication System
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

For generations, the link between families and schools has been a note in 
a backpack or perhaps a calendar on the refrigerator.  Now, there’s a 



much more timely and reliable link between schools and families.  
Jonesborough Middle School Principal Brandon McKee is making life a 
little easier for families with a new communication system called 
Remind.  It’s an application you can download on your phone , and 
when you download it, you sign up for your student’s schools to receive 
text messages and alerts.  The school launched the program at the 
beginning of the semester, and in the first two weeks 93 families 
subscribed.  Remind is free to the schools and parents.  

Kingsport City Schools Hall of Fame
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

Kingsport City Schools is looking for the next members of its Hall of 
Fame.  The school system is now accepting nominations for the 2017 
class.  The Hall of Fame was established to honor employees who went 
above and beyond to contribute to students and the school system.  
Former Kingsport City Schools employees can be nominated in 3 
categories – legacy, for those who retired before 1960, tradition, for 
those who retired between 1960 and 1990 and modern era, for those who 
retired anytime since 1991.  Nomination forms are on the Kingsport City 
Schools website and will be accepted through May 1.

Rock Creek 
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

Students in our region need your help as they try to earn grant money for 
the school.  Rock Creek Elementary School is in competition with 
schools from around the country in hopes of winning $8,000.  To help, 
all you have to do is log on to a website and vote for the school’s video.  
You can find a link to the website on our website:  wjhl.com.  If Rock 
Creek finishes in the top 10 , it is in line to win some of the grant money.  
Voting closes at 12:59 a.m. eastern time.

Road to Literacy
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.28.17

West Lake Elementary School took over Barnes and Noble today.  The 
school raised money for literacy.  Today marked the kickoff of a 5 day 
fundraiser.  The money will go to the 4th grade class of Tammy 
Markland.  The class will use it to build a trunk of books for the Fort 
Watauga Society.  To support the cause, all you have to do is show the 
code you see on your screen when you check out in the store or online.

Tennessee Reconnect Act



Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans – Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.17

Tonight, during his State of the State Address, Tennessee Governor Bill 
Haslam announced his Tennessee Reconnect Act.  It’s a plan that would 
make Tennessee first in the nation to offer all adults access to 
community college free of tuition and fees.  Adults in Tennessee without 
degrees can already attend Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology 
tuition free.  Tonight’s proposal would add community colleges to the 
list.  The governor did not stop there with the proposal of free education.  
He wants to offer it to National Guard members, too.  It’s called the 
Tennessee Strong Act.  It would provide tuition free attendance for 
National Guard members at public universities and colleges.  

Look into our Schools
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

The Johnson City School System wants the community to take a look 
into its schools.  This Thursday, the school system will host the 
community event at Columbus Powell Service Center.  The program 
begins at 10 a.m.  Individual schools will showcase academic programs 
and services.



ETSU Sex Week
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

In less than a week, students at East Tennessee State University will 
launch a week long focus on sexual health.  For the first time, activities 
will be completely funded by the Student Government Association.  
Two years ago, there was a similar event that was funded through 
donations.  This year’s event is called Sexual Health Week.  Some of the 
topics of discussion include consent, sexual assault prevention, LGBT 
issues, sexually transmitted diseases and sexually transmitted infections.  
Student activity dollars in the Buc Fund will fund the nearly $5000 event 
that starts February 6th and continues through the 10th.  

No Confidence Vote
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

Faculty members at an area college say they have no confidence in the 
school’s leadership.  Ten members of the Northeast State Community 
College Faculty Senate voted no confidence in Dr. Janice Gilliam.  One 
member abstained from the vote.  Dr. Gilliam told us she came to work 



today and found out about the vote of no confidence through an email.  
It explained that the faculty senate did not take the decision lightly 
because it understands the implications of the action.  Dr. Gilliam told us 
she was disappointed in the vote.  

No Confidence Vote
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.17

A majority of faculty at Northeast State Community College approved a 
vote of no confidence in President Janice Gilliam tonight.  The school 
allowed all its faculty members to send in their votes throughout the day.  
77% or 98 faculty members chose a vote of no confidence.  More than 
12% or 16 faculty members gave a vote of confidence.  This comes after 
the school’s faculty senate approved a vote of no confidence on 
Monday.  A Northeast State spokesperson sent a statement tonight 
saying, “This is a unique situation and the college will work with all 
parties involved to seek understanding and solutions within the campus 
community.”  The results of the faculty vote will now go to the 
Tennessee Board of Regents.

New Liberty Bell Classes
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  2.3.17

Students at Liberty Bell Middle School are flying high.  Two new high 
tech classes are now offered for students.  The class is offered to straight 
A students who want a higher level of learning.  They start with basic 
coding, and they create their own drone.  STEAM is a first year class 
that added art to the mix.  Dr. Johnnie Sue Hawley used a $1,000 grant 
to launch the program.  Students have more than 40 choices of project 
from which to choose.  Activities include 3-d puzzles, 3-d pens, tower 
building, computer programming and a 3-d printer.  

Sullivan Schools Plan
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.17

Tri-Cities school leaders are moving forward on a multi-million dollar 
plan.  The Sullivan County Board of Education approved a part of the 
school facilities plan tonight.  It allows the city of Kingsport to obtain 
the property being left behind at Sullivan North High School.  That’s 
one of the schools planned for closure so they can be consolidated into 
one new high school.  In exchange for obtaining the property, the city 
will no longer receive a $20 million bond from the county.  The 
Kingsport Board of Mayor and Alderman is expected to approve the 
change in agreement with Sullivan County tomorrow.



School Facilities Plan
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.17

Kingsport leaders approved an agreement as part of a multi-million 
dollar school plan in our region.  The agreement would allow the city of 
Kingsport to obtain the property being left behind at Sullivan North 
High School.  In exchange, Sullivan County will not have to provide a 
$20 million bond to the city.  Sullivan North is one of three schools that 
will be consolidated and placed into a new building.  The Kingsport 
Board of Mayor and Alderman approved the agreement tonight at its 
regularly scheduled meeting.

Flu & Schools
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.17

East Tennessee’s Knox County cancelled classes, meetings and 
extracurricular activities through the rest of the week due to the large 
number of students, teachers and bus drivers who are sick.  We wanted 
to know if influenza is impacting schools in our region.  Johnson City 
and Kingsport school leaders cited an increase in absences in the last 2 



weeks.  Johnson City Schools’ Dr. Debra Bentley told us the system is 
taking steps to combat the flu.  The CDC lists flu activity as high in 
Tennessee, but local health officials at Mountain States Health Alliance 
told us the region has not reached the peak of flu season.  

Termination Hearing
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.17

February 20 is when a termination hearing for East Tennessee State 
University music professor Dr. David Champouillon is set to take place.  
Two co-workers filed sexual harassment complaints against the tenured 
professor.  Dr. Champouillon denies the allegations.  State policy says a 
committee of tenured faculty members and possible administrators must 
determine if adequate case for termination exists.  Then, ETSU’s 
president will consider the committee’s report before making his final 
decision.  

Fun with Numbers
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.10.17



Five times a year Lamar Elementary faculty and families participate in a 
math, reading, science, social studies and arts night.  We attended the 8th 
annual “Game On” math night.  Teachers say they want parents and kids 
to see that activities like this can help with problem solving strategies, 
and accounting and math skills.  Two hundred fifty people participated 
in this night of fun and games.  Teachers say it gives students a new way 
of looking at the subjects they learn about during the school day.  
Teachers say the kids see that what they are learning they will actually 
use later in life.  The students get stamps for completing a project and at 
the end of the night, each student walks away with a prize.  

Northeast Tennessee Flu
Length:  1:30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.10.17

Some schools in the Tri-Cities region cancelled classes in an effort to 
stop the spread of the flu.  Administrators announced Sullivan County 
and Hawkins County schools will be closed Monday and Tuesday.  
Greene County schools will be closed Monday.  All the school systems 
told us they’ve been hard-hit by the flu, stomach virus and strep throat.  

ETSU Board Approved
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.17

East Tennessee State University has new leadership.  The Tennessee 
General Assembly approved the local governing board for ETSU.  That 
was the final step in the board’s creation.  ETSU is one of 6 universities 
that were granted approval today.  The boards will assume responsibility 
when Governor Bill Haslam sets the first called meetings.  The boards 
will have the power to appoint the president of each campus, manage the 
school’s budget, set the tuition price and oversee other operational tasks.

Teachers of the Year
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.16.17

Three teachers in Johnson City earned the honor teacher of the year.  
Now, they’re in the running to become the top teacher in the state of 
Tennessee.  The Johnson City School System named Nancy Miles, 
David Nutter and Glenda Conner as the top teachers in its school system.  
They were selected from 20 nominees.  Tennessee’s Teacher of the Year 
will be named in October.

Presidential Scholarship
Length:  :50



Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

Several high school students in our region received a big honor tonight.  
Five of our students are now candidates for the 2017 Presidential 
Scholars Program.  It’s one of the highest honors any high school 
student can achieve.  Nominations are by invitation only and based on 
the student’s performance.  The students in our region are Oliva Fox 
from Tennessee High in Bristol, Joel Liebert of Limestone, who is home 
schooled, Spencer Stanley from Johnson County High, Ian Stepto of 
New Hope Academy, and Chandler Woods from Dobyns-Bennett.  The 
semi-finalists will be announced this April.  The winners will be 
revealed in May.

Tebow Bill
Length: :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17

Governor Terry McAuliffe shot down the so-called Tebow Bill.  It 
would have allowed home schooled students to participate in sports in 
public schools, just like former NFL Quarterback Tim Tebow.  He was 
home schooled and was allowed to play football at his local high school.  
Governor McAuliffe said the bill would have created an uneven playing 
field.



Sullivan County Schools
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17

Sullivan County school administrators are moving forward with a plan 
to consolidate schools and build new ones.  They are fielding questions 
and concerns from parents.  The school district has a plan to consolidate 
the current 4 high schools to two and the current 9 middle schools down 
to 3.  A new high school will be built off Lynn Road near Interstate 81.  
A new middle school will be built off Weaver Pike near Sullivan East 
High School.  Tonight, parents attended a meeting at Colonial Heights 
Middle School.  Some asked about the safety of roads leading to the new 
schools and funding for programs like arts and athletics.  Director of 
Schools Evelyn Rafalowski said she’s hoping for an open dialog as the 
process moves forward.  The current plan is for the school system to 
take about $140 million in bonds at the end of the month.  The plan is to 
open the facilities in 2020.

Weaver Elementary
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17



School leaders in Sullivan County are trying to decide the future of 
another elementary school.  They say they have to choose whether to 
demolish and rebuild or shut down Weaver Elementary.  Parents of the 
school in Bristol, Tennessee received a letter saying the building was a 
safety concern.  Sullivan County Board of Education Chair Michael 
Hughes told us crews started working to fix some problems in the fall 
last year.  He said the weight of the roof caused the walls to push away 
from the building.  The board of education will hold a meeting next 
Monday to hear from parents.  It takes place at 6 in the evening at 
Weaver Elementary.

Energy Savings
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

Schools in Johnson City are getting much needed funding from an 
energy saving project.  Schools throughout the city are getting upgrades 
to their heating, cooling and lighting systems.  School leaders say the 
project will ultimately save about 7 million dollars on energy bills.  So 
far, work at Liberty Bell Middle school is complete.  Work at Science 
Hill High School is  underway.  Major parts of the project like roofing, 
replacing h-vac, and installing new windows on schools are expected to 
take place in the summer.



DB Excel
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

The Kingsport City School System cut the ribbon for its new learning 
facility.  The Dobyns Bennett Excel program is located on Clinchfield 
Street.  It is located inside the same building as the Kingsport Chamber 
of Commerce.  Principal Shanna Hensley says the program allows high 
school students to learn at a different and more personalized pace.  
School board leaders say the new building will hold about 350 students.

Northeast State Community College Update
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over  - Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.23.17

The Tennessee Board of Regents revealed new information to News 
Channel 11 surrounding issues raised by Northeast State Community 
College faculty’s vote of no confidence in college President Janice 
Gilliam.  Concerns listed by the faculty included financial and academic 
management and shared governance on the campus.  After taking a look 
at the concerns and visiting the campus, the Tennessee Board of Regents 
made three recommendations.  First – hire an interim chief financial 
officer while the search for someone permanent to fill the post 



continues.  Next – review the structure of Northeast State’s Academic 
Affairs to ensure it has sufficient resources and can meet accrediting 
standards.  Finally, identify and apply the best practices to communicate 
with the campus community.  The board said President Gilliam agreed 
to implement the actions.  The Tennessee Board of Regents stresses that 
its review of issues raised by the faculty senate continues and the 
recommendations are not the final conclusions.  

College Ready Students
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

Carter County Public School System is making the task of getting 
students college ready a priority.  Happy Valley High School is working 
with Tusculum College to get students ready.  Students at Happy Valley 
are part of a duel enrollment program with Tusculum.  Students take 
classes for which they can get college credit.  The program launched 2 
years ago.  The first year 11 students took part.  This semester more than 
200 students in 10 different schools are getting dual credit.  The classes 
are online.  Students can get 24 hours of college credit for no money out 
of pocket.  Twenty five classes are offered at Happy Valley.  Students 
can graduate with an associate degree on the same day they receive their 
high school diploma.  The first two classes are free.  After that, 
Tennessee Lottery money and Pell Grants can be used.  Students must 
qualify for the program and maintain a minimum grade point average.  



Dobyns Bennett Changes
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

Today we got the first look at an artist rendering for the new science and 
technology center in Kingsport.  The approximately 70,000 square foot 
facility will be located on the front of Dobyns-Bennett High School 
facing Fort Henry Drive.  Mostly DB students will use the facility, but 
the school district plans to open it for students and professionals from 
around the region.

Sullivan North Sold
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

A Tri-Cities high school soon will be sold as part of a multi-million deal.  
Sullivan North High School will be owned by the City of Kingsport.  
Today, the Sullivan County Board of Education approved a $20 million 
agreement to transfer ownership of the school.  Kingsport will convert 
the Sullivan North property into a new city middle school.  Students 
from the Sullivan North District will soon go to a new high school.  
Sullivan County Schools’ Facilities plan also includes plans for a new 



middle school on the east side of the county and another new middle 
school in Bristol.

Weaver Elementary
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.17

Tomorrow night parents will get to weigh in and share their thoughts on 
the future of one area elementary school.  School leaders in Sullivan 
County have to decide whether to demolish Weaver Elementary school 
or rebuild.  Parents of the school in Bristol, Tennessee received a letter 
saying the building was a safety concern.  Sullivan County Board of 
Education Chair Michael Hughes told us the weight of the roof caused 
the walls to push away from the building.  Hughes told us Monday 
night’s meeting will give parents a chance to voice their opinions about 
the possibilities of what could happen next.  The meeting will take place 
at Weaver Elementary Monday night at 6.

Weaver Elementary
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Bytes 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.17



Parents in the Tri-Cities got a chance to speak to school leaders tonight.  
They voiced their concerns after learning that an elementary school had 
some structural problems.  The Sullivan County Board of Education got 
a letter from a structural engineer recently saying the board should re-
evaluate keeping students in Weaver Elementary School.  The library 
roof inside Weaver Elementary is starting to sag and bow outwards.  
Tonight, parents brought up concerns like where would kids go to school 
if Weaver closed?  Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski said if the 
board chooses to go that route, most likely, 5th graders would go to Bluff 
City Middle and kindergarten through 4th grades would go to Bluff City 
Elementary.  A parent we spoke with told us she just wants Weaver to 
stay together as a school.   Administrators told us as of right now, the 
building is safe and they are still evaluating the situation.  They said they 
are measuring at the school each week to make sure there’s no 
movement.  If the school shut down, more than 200 students would be 
relocated.  The director of schools told us she plans to have a 
recommendation on what to do with the school in April.  

Tusculum President Retiring
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

The first female president to serve at Tusculum College in Greeneville is 
retiring.  Dr. Nancy Moody joined Tusculum College in 2009.  She 
recently submitted her letter of intent to the Tusculum Board of 
Trustees.  School administrators say she will continue to serve as 



president until December 31.  A search committee will be formed to find 
a new president.

King Suspension
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.1.17

The Tennessee Board of Nursing decided today to suspend enrollment 
for King University’s Pre-License Nursing Bachelor Degree Program.  
In a letter to the Dean of King University’s School of Nursing, the 
Board’s executive director said members approved King’s decision to 
voluntarily cease admissions for fall 2017.  According to the letter, the 
Board expressed concern that nursing students at King did not meet the 
85% pass rate for the past 3 consecutive years.

Johnson City Schools
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

The Johnson City School System narrowed its superintendent search to 
five candidates.  Johnson City’s School Board is scheduled to interview 



the candidates next week.  The list includes:  Dr. Steve Barnett, Dr. 
Ronnie Dotson, Dr. Greg Wallace, Dr. Ladonna McFall and Dr. David 
Timbs.  After conducting those interviews, the board will meet 
Wednesday, March 22 to discuss narrowing the field further.  The public 
is invited to meet each candidate on the day they are interviewed from 
3:45 until 4:30.

Champouillon
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.7.17

A committee of Dr. David Champouillon’s peers is unanimously 
supporting East Tennessee State University’s efforts to fire the tenured 
music professor.  The 9 member panel recently sent ETSU’s president a 
letter recommending he terminate Dr. Champouillon, finding there’s 
adequate cause for the action.  The group found despite previous 
warnings, Dr. Champouillon “continued to engage in inappropriate, 
offensive, and harassing behavior directed at his students and 
colleagues.”  The committee did not find enough clear and convincing 
evidence to prove he failed his teaching duties.  Dr. Brian Noland will 
now review all related materials before issuing a final decision in a 
timely manner, according to an ETSU spokesperson.  The group’s 
recommendation follows a termination hearing last month and an 
internal investigation that found Dr. Champouillon sexually harassed 2 
faculty members and behaved inappropriately in front of faculty and 
students.  Dr. Champouillon denies the allegations and remains 
suspended with pay.  



Ramsey on ETSU Board
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.17

The former Lieutenant Governor of Tennessee says he’s ready to start 
his new role.  Ron Ramsey is one of 8 members that will govern East 
Tennessee State University.  He spoke today at the Jonesborough 
Kiwanis Club.  The General Assembly recently approved a change that 
allows ETSU to have its own governing board.  This means instead of 
going through the Tennessee Board of Regents, the board will have its 
own power to make changes at the school.  From what Ramsey tells us, 
the board at ETSU can make things happen much faster.  Ramsey tells 
us before the board makes any changes, it will listen to what staff 
members believe is needed at ETSU.

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Daughter to Speak at ETSU
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.14.17

The daughter of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will make 
a stop in the Tri-Cities region.  You can hear Dr. Bernice King speak at 



East Tennessee State University.  The event takes place in Brooks Gym 
at 7:30pm on Monday, March 20.  The speech is part of ETSU’s Civility 
Week Celebration.  

Quillen College of Medicine
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.14.17

The East Tennessee State University Quillen College of Medicine is 
ranked 7th in the nation for rural medicine training.  That’s according to 
the U.S. News and World Report’s Best Graduate School Rankings.  
The list was released today.  Last year, the school ranked 8th in the 
nation.

King – UT Partnership
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Bristol’s King University and University of Tennessee officials 
announced a new dual degree program for those seeking a career in 
engineering.  The schools signed the agreement today.  Participating 



King students will spend their first 3 years in a traditional liberal arts 
environment, and those who meet requirements will be admitted to the 
Tickle College of Engineering at UT.  Ninety-six core credit hours will 
transfer towards a degree in one of four available areas of study in 
engineering and applied sciences.  The agreement between King and UT 
will go into effect at the beginning of the 2017-2018 academic year.

Career Fair
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.21.17

Thousands of high school students from northeast Tennessee and 
southwest Virginia are getting a hands-on look at possible careers in 
Johnson City this week.  More than 5200 students will be at East 
Tennessee State University today and tomorrow for the Career Quest 
Job Fair.  Students are getting an up close look at equipment involved in 
everything from construction to emergency medical services as well as 
3-D printing and robotics.  Nearly 100 businesses are taking part.  This 
is the first time the fair has been held.  Student can get information by 
downloading an app at careerquesttn.com.

Kingsport School Changes
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  3.22.17

We are learning more about what will happen when school consolidate 
in Sullivan County and Kingsport City in 2020.  In 2020, the buildings 
currently used as Sullivan North High School and Robinson Middle 
School will operate as 2 middle schools.  Jackson Elementary School 
would shift into Sevier Middle School’s building.  Assistant 
Superintendent Andy True said currently, Robinson has about 100 more 
students than John Sevier.  When the move happens, that could flip-flop, 
which could impact where teachers work.  Assistant Superintendent 
Andy True said they are still early in the process, but teachers may be 
able to have the option of which school they want to work.  True added 
he hopes to keep the community and staff informed every step of the 
way.  You can find updates on the process on the school system and 
school websites and on social media.

Mobile Library
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.23.17

For the first time ever, Greene County Schools is launching mobile book 
buses over the summer.  Students at Greene Technology Center are 
transforming 2 old school buses into libraries on wheels.  They will be 
stocked with books for every age.  The Magic Book Buses will be driven 
around the county so kids can check them out for free.  The school 
system has already collected nearly 6,000 books from the community.  



Organizers hope to run the mobile library three hours a day, 4 days a 
week to several areas of the county.  

Haslam Kingsport
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.24.17

Tennessee’s Governor appeared at a Tri-Cities School today.  Governor 
Bill Haslam met with faculty and students at Ross N. Robinson Middle 
School in Kingsport.  The visit was part of the governor’s “Capitol to the 
Classroom” tour.  The idea is to meet with the members of his teacher 
cabinet, to get to know their students and better understand their schools.  
Haslam said, “As governor, you make a lot of decisions that impact 
education.  It helps to actually spend time in schools so you make sure 
you’re making better decisions.”  Governor Haslam spoke with students 
about science, technology, engineering and math programs.

East Side Elementary
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.24.17



Elizabethton City Schools announced a facility at East Side Elementary 
School will bear the name of its retired principal.  Director of Schools 
Dr. Corey Gardenhour and board members Rita Booher and Susan 
Peters visited Dr. Josh Wandell Thursday.  They told him the Early 
Learning Center at East Side Elementary school will bear his name.  
Doctors diagnosed Dr. Wandell with ALS, a debilitating disease that has 
no cure.  As his condition progressed, he retired as principal.  After he 
got the news, Dr. Wandell said he was humbled and called it a great 
honor.  A dedication ceremony of the Wandell Early Learning Center 
will take place Friday, May 5.

Johnson City Superintendent
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.24.17

On June 30, Johnson City School Superintendent Dr. Richard Bales will 
retire.  Earlier this week, in a unanimous vote, Johnson City Board of 
Education members decided to enter negotiations with Dr. Steve Barnett.  
He was one of five finalists for the job.  Dr. Barnett currently serves as 
Principal of Towne Acres Elementary School.  He told us he is excited 
about the new position, “I want to enjoy this position, I want to enjoy the 
job, I want to make sure everybody loves coming to work.  It needs to be 
a happy place and a place where people enjoy what they do and do good 
work.”  A committee is working on the terms of a contract for Dr. 
Barnett, which will be presented to the full Board of Education April 3.



Smyth County Physical Education Teachers
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.17

In just a few days, some teachers in southwest Virginia will learn new 
teaching material.  This is so your children can learn new ways to stay 
healthy and fit.  United Way of Southwest Virginia says it will help out 
elementary teachers in Smyth County.  That’s thanks to a $58,000 gift 
from the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth.  The money will be 
used to train health and physical education teachers how to safely get 
kids involved in biking, fishing, golf, disc golf and swimming through 
the “Teach It, Learn It, Live It” program.  United Way says this will 
impact nearly 22 hundred elementary school students in Smyth County.  
Teachers will learn more about disc golf this Thursday.

King University Honor
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show: 11pm
Air Date:  3.27.17

King University is celebrating a big honor.  It’s been named one of the 
best schools in the nation for online learning.  King University’s online 
communication program got the recognition from the Community for  
Accredited Online Schools.  Out of 50 colleges and universities, King 



University ranked 14th.  It beat out other schools like Johns Hopkins 
University and the University of Florida.

Museums of Tusculum
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.17

A museum at a Tri-Cities region college is being recognized by the state.  
The Museums of Tusculum received an award of excellence from the 
Tennessee Association of Museums.  Several students at the Greeneville 
college recently organized an exhibit about Andrew Johnson and the 
state took notice.  They’re also being nominated for the Past President’s 
Award, which is the highest designation presented by the Tennessee 
Association of Museums. 

ETSU New Projects
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphics
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

Over the next five years, expect to see some big changes at East 
Tennessee State University.  President Dr. Brian Noland presented 6 



construction projects to the board of trustees last week.  They include 
building the Martin Center for the Arts, which is funded through a state 
appropriation and private donations, the football stadium, and 
renovations to the Culp Center, which are funded through student fees.  
Lamb Hall upgrades are part of Governor Haslam’s budget this year.  
Other projects include an Inter-professional Education Center on the VA 
campus and a campus data center, all totaling more than $152 million.  
ETSU Board of Trustee Chair Scott Niswonger said once complete, the 
construction will be good for student recruitment.

English as a Second Language
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.31.17

More and more international families are making their way to the Tri-
Cities region.  With that comes the need for children to learn English.  
We took a look at the English as a Second Language Program at 
Cherokee Elementary.  Angie Johnson has been teaching the K-4th grade 
students for 13 years and has seen this program explode in size.  She 
said 25 to 30 students are learning English as a second language.  
Cherokee Elementary is the only Johnson City school to have 2 full-time 
English as Second Language teachers in the elementary levels.  The goal 
of the program is to instill confidence in the young students as they try 
to get acclimated to their new school.  

GOVERNMENT



Ramsey Retirement
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

When the Tennessee General Assembly convenes next week a new 
Lieutenant Governor will officially be voted in.  Last year, Lieutenant 
Governor Ron Ramsey announced his retirement.  He is one of the 
longest serving politicians in Tennessee, representing Sullivan County 
for nearly 25 years.  For the last decade, he’s served as Tennessee’s 
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the Senate.  Representative Bud 
Hulsey says he’s going to miss Ramsey’s direct approach, “He believed 
taxpayers ought to get their money’s worth.  When you go down, you 
ought to do business and get done with it and leave.”  Senator Randy 
McNally has been nominated as the state’s next Lieutenant Governor.  
The republican represents district 5, which includes Anderson and parts 
of Knox Counties.  His appointment will be confirmed next week when 
the full Senate votes.

Abortion Veto
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.3.17

Virginia’s governor is fighting back on an effort to regulate abortions.  
Governor Terry McAuliffe said today he will veto legislation seeking to 
ban abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.  The bill was proposed by a 
republican state delegate.  But Governor McAuliffe, a democrat, says the 
proposal hurts the state’s image.  He also said he needed to make it clear 
to companies looking to invest in Virginia that the bill has no hopes of 
passage.

Veterans Bills
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

Congress is back in session in Washington and a couple of Tennessee 
lawmakers have new leadership roles.  Congressman Phil Roe of 
northeast Tennessee became the chairman of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee.  The Committee oversees the Veterans Affairs 
Administration.  One of the first votes in the House impacted veterans 
with passage of a bill that would require all reprimands and 
admonishments given to Department of Veterans Affairs employees 
remain in their personnel files as long as they are employed there.  
Another bill passed today aims to ensure veterans do not receive expired 
or otherwise contaminated tissue from cadaver donors.



Kentucky Bathroom Bill
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

A democratic lawmaker filed the bathroom bill in Kentucky.  The 
legislation was drafted this week by Representative Rick Nelson.  LGBT 
advocates feared that republicans would file the bill in Kentucky, but 
republicans have said they would rather focus on economic concerns.  

Virginia Bathroom Bill
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

As state lawmakers prepare to return to their capital cities, some states 
here in the southeast are already taking on a controversial issue.  
Legislation has been filed in Virginia and Kentucky to address the so-
called bathroom bill.  The bill was the subject of national attention for 
the state of North Carolina.  Forbes Magazine said it cost the Tarheel 
State $600,000 million.  Republican Delegate Bob Marshall wants 
Virginia to discuss its own version of the law.  Marshall’s bill seeks to 
ban someone from using any government owned bathrooms, locker 
rooms or similar facilities if that person was not born as the gender for 



which the bathroom is designated.  The bill is not expected to pass.  A 
similar bill died in committee last year and Governor Terry McAuliffe 
has already promised to veto the legislation.

VA Discrimination Order
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

Virginia’s governor signed an executive order to protect people based on 
their sexual orientation and gender identity.  Governor Terry McAuliffe 
signed the order saying it will advance the cause of equality in Virginia.  
He says it means Virginia will no longer do business with entities that 
discriminate based on sexual orientation or gender identity.  When 
Governor McAuliffe first became Virginia’s top lawmaker, he signed an 
executive order saying state employees could not be discriminated 
against.  Today’s order expands that to contractors seeking to do 
business with the state.

Sidewalk Dining
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17



Johnson City Commission approved a request from downtown breweries 
to serve outside their front doors.  Right now, outdoor dining in the 
central district is only for restaurants who primarily sell food.  Johnson 
City Brewing submitted the amendment in the hopes of helping them 
and others serve drinks outside.  The commission will review this again 
on January 19th.  It must pass on 3 readings. 

Tennessee Homelessness
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

State officials revealed a plan to end homelessness in Tennessee.  The 
plan calls for the state to make sure everyone has a home within the next 
several years.  Last year, Governor Bill Haslam signed an executive 
order to restore the Tennessee Inter-Agency Council on Homelessness.  
This allows the state to partner with other agencies to work towards 
wiping out homelessness.  Through this initiative, the state says it wants 
to end veteran and chronic homelessness by the end of the year.  State 
officials have also set a goal of making sure there are no families 
without a home by the end of 2020.  The ultimate goal is to end all 
homelessness in the Volunteer State, something Tennessee hopes to do 
in the year 2025.  A study by the state last year revealed there are more 
than 9,000 people without homes in Tennessee.  Most of them are 
families with at least one child.



Public Housing
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

A plan to expand the Johnson City limits into Washington County, 
Tennessee to make way for the construction of low-income housing won 
initial approval tonight at city hall.  Not everyone likes the idea.  The 
Johnson City Housing Authority wants to build a 64 unit public housing 
apartment complex on 13 acres of county land on Huffine Road.  The 
owner of the land asked to be annexed into the city, and that request won 
narrow approval tonight.  Some people who live near the land want 
commissioners to stop the deal.  Area residents are concerned about 
safety, property values and traffic.  The housing complex plans call for 
focus on single mothers and children who’ve aged out of the foster care 
system.  Tonight’s vote was 3 to 2.  The public comment period on the 
proposal is set for January 19.

Commission Workshop
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.7.17

Johnson City Commissioners spend more than 4hours this morning 
ironing out city goals in their first work session of the year.  Newly 



elected Mayor David Tomita led the discussion.  Short term goals for the 
next 3 to 6 months, like rebranding Johnson City’s logo, live streaming 
commission meetings, replacing lights at Cardinal Park and looking into 
downtown parking issues.  The city’s next commission meeting is set for 
Thursday, January 19.

TN Legislature Reconvenes
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

Tennessee’s state lawmakers return to Nashville tomorrow for a new 
legislative session.  It will mark the final time Lieutenant Governor Ron 
Ramsey rings in a new session.  Ramsey, who is also Speaker of the 
Senate, is retiring.  Tomorrow, he will oversee the election of a new 
Senate Speaker.  Republican State Senator Randy McNally of Oak 
Ridge is the nominee likely to succeed Ramsey.

Boyd Gubernatorial Bid
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17



One of Governor Bill Haslam’s cabinet members is stepping down to 
take over operations at his own company, and he may also enter the race 
for Tennessee Governor.  Randy Boyd currently serves as the 
Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community 
Development.  He will leave that job in February 1 to once again serve 
as Chairman of Radio Systems Corporation.  Governor Haslam says 
during Boyd’s 2-year tenure the state has been named the first in the 
nation for advanced industry job growth.  Boyd has not officially 
announced his candidacy for governor, but the Associated Press reports 
that he’s among several republicans considering it.  Congressman Diane 
Black, House Speaker Beth Harwell and State Senate Majority Leader 
Mark Norris are also considering running for the spot.  Senator Mark 
Green who represents parts of middle Tennessee is the only candidate to 
officially file paperwork for the race.  

Gillespie Gubernatorial Campaign
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

A republican candidate for governor of Virginia is launching his 
campaign this weekend.  Ed Gillespie ran against Democratic Virginia 
U.S. Senator Mark Warner in 2014.  It was one of the closest races of 
the election season.  Now, Gillespie wants to become the next governor 
of Virginia.  Saturday he will make a trip across the state to kick off his 
campaign.  He will be at Mellow Mushroom on Lee Highway Saturday 
night at 7:15. 



New Lt. Governor in Tennessee
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.17

Tennessee’s lawmakers returned to Nashville today to ring in the new 
legislative session.  For the first order of business, lawmakers appointed 
the state’s next Lieutenant Governor.  Former Lieutenant Governor Ron 
Ramsey passed the gavel to Senator Randy McNally.  Twenty-nine of 
the thirty-three senators voted for him to be the next Senate Speaker 
which by default makes him the Lieutenant Governor.  Beth Harwell 
was reelected as House Speaker.  She unanimously won a fourth term.

TN Legislature
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.17

Lawmakers wasted no time discussing several issues in the state.  One of 
them includes putting seat belts on school buses.  This comes after 6 
children were killed in a school bus crash in Chattanooga.  Lawmakers 
agree that funding is the biggest problem with putting seat belts on 
buses.  A proposed hike in the gas tax was also discussed today.  That’s 
something Governor Bill Haslam says the state need to pay for repairs to 



roads and highways.  House Speaker Beth Harwell says some lawmakers 
may need a little more convincing.  Tomorrow, lawmakers are expected 
to assign leadership roles in several committees.

Virginia General Assembly
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.17

Virginia’s General Assembly will kick off its legislative session 
tomorrow.  The day will end with Governor Terry McAuliffe’s annual 
address to lawmakers.  The legislative session officially starts at noon 
but lawmakers will join Governor McAuliffe for a prayer breakfast 
before that.  The state’s budget problems are expected to take priority as 
Virginia faces an estimated $1.26 billion shortfall.

Falls Hotel Funding
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

Bristol, Virginia City Council members voted to double a financial 
agreement with a hotel on its way to The Falls retail development.  



Developers with Tru Hotel by Hilton want to claim their spot at The 
Falls in Bristol, Virginia.  Tuesday, the city council voted to give the 
hotel a maximum payment of $700,000 in hotel tax revenue over a span 
of 10 years.  Bristol Virginia Mayor Bill Hartley hopes the increase from 
the initial $300,000 will pay off.  “I think it will help the other 
businesses that are coming.  It will create that sense of momentum. It 
still starts bringing in cash that we can use to service the debt that we 
have.”  Developers hope to break ground on the hotel this summer.

State of the Commonwealth
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

The governor of Virginia says he’s ready to fight against socially 
conservative legislation in the upcoming session.  Democratic Governor 
Terry McAuliffe delivered the State of the State Address tonight in 
Richmond.  He told the chamber of mostly republican lawmakers he will 
aggressively block conservative social legislation that he says undermine 
Virginia’s business friendly reputation.  He also called to repeal 
legislation that governs abortion clinics.  McAuliffe told lawmakers he’s 
most proud of an executive order that restored voting rights to felons and 
in almost 900 economic development deals attracting businesses and 
creating jobs.  Politicians face a looming threat – a billion dollar budget 
shortfall caused by lower than expected sales tax collections and other 
revenue.  The republican party responded to the address by saying, 
“Governor McAuliffe remains more focused on his political ambitions 
and playing partisan games rather than doing the job of Governor.”



Elizabethton Twins Extension
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

Elizabethton’s City Council unanimously voted yes to a contract 
extension for the Elizabethton Twins.  Last month, Mayor Curt 
Alexander said the Minnesota Twins agreed to the contract.  Tonight, the 
city council officially gave it the stamp of approval.  Mayor Alexander 
says the Twins will stay in Elizabethton for at least the next year, on the 
condition that they get some upgrades to their stadium.  The Minnesota 
Twins home office wants an estimated $3.2 million in upgrades to the 
Elizabethton stadium.  The city hopes the Minnesota Twins can pay for a 
third of the cost.

Haslam at Inauguration
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam says he’s attending Donald Trump’s 
inauguration.  That’s according to his weekly schedule.  Governor 
Haslam never openly supported Donald Trump during the Presidential 



Campaign.  He said back in October he would write in the name of 
Trump’s running mate, Mike Pence, when he would go vote.  After 
Trump won the election, Haslam said he would work with him.  

Boyd Tennessee Governor Run
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

The owner of the Johnson City Cardinals says he’s considering running 
for Tennessee Governor.  Randy Boyd owns Boyd Sports which owns 
the Cardinals.  Last week, Boyd said he was stepping down from his 
state position as the Commissioner for Economic Development.  Today, 
he said he’s going to give some thought on whether to run for Governor.  

Food Stamps
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.17.17

A Tennessee lawmaker seeking to restrict the items food stamp 
recipients could purchase withdrew the bill.  Republican Representative 
Sheila Butt wanted to ban items high in calories, sugar and fat.  The 



measure would have also prohibited the sale of banned items to those on 
the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  Butt announced 
today she dropped her legislation because it is unlikely the federal 
government would approve a state waiver to make her proposed changes 
to the program.

Virginia Bathroom Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.17

Republicans in Virginia defeated what’s become known as the bathroom 
bill.  It was killed today on a panel that didn’t even debate the issue.  
The bill would have made it illegal for someone to sue the bathroom in a 
government building if that person does not identify with the gender on 
their birth certificate.  Advocates said it was needed to protect children, 
especially in schools.  It was similar to North Carolina’s bathroom bill, 
which is being blamed on causing the state to lose out on millions in 
economic dollars.

Public Housing – Second Reading
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.17



Commissioners voted “no” tonight on a controversial plan to build a new 
public  housing complex in the Tri-Cities.  That does not mean the 
project cannot move forward.  The Johnson City Commission voted late 
last night to deny a request for land to be annexed from the county to the 
city.  The Johnson City Housing Authority wants to build “Grace Point” 
apartments.  It is a 64 unit public housing complex off Huffine Road.  
Public housing officials say mostly single mothers and children who’ve 
aged out of the foster care system would live here.  People who live near 
the site do not like the idea.  The vote was unanimous to deny 
annexation of the property into the city limits.  The Executive Director 
of the Johnson City Housing Authority says he is disappointed in the 
commission’s decision, but the complex can still be built.  The authority 
will move forward with an application for a 10 million dollar grant 
through the state’s housing department.  The authority should know the 
status of the funding by June.

Hawkins County Commission
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

The resolution for a wheel tax increase in Hawkins County has been 
voted down by commissioners.  The proposal was for a $40 increase to 
help fund the county’s general fund deficit.  Since commissioners voted 
not to increase the wheel tax, now they are talking about the possibility 
of increasing property tax later this year.  The mayor estimates a 20 cent 
property tax hike would make up the 2 million dollar deficit.  



Methadone Clinic Rezoning
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.17

The city’s recent decision not to annex a portion of Huffine Road for an 
apartment development reignited the fight against a proposed methadone 
clinic.  The Johnson City Commission previously approved the clinic’s 
zoning request.  East Tennessee State University and Mountain States 
Health Alliance want to open it to address what they call a drug abuse 
epidemic.  The non-profit, Citizens to Maintain Gray, sent a letter to city 
commissioners today asking them to take a second look at the site’s 
zoning, which currently allows for a methadone clinic.  A spokesperson 
for the group says after public outcry over the Huffine request and the 
commission voting it down, there might be another chance to stop the 
clinic in Gray, “Maybe there is a bit of a shift going on with this new 
commission compared to the last and maybe they will be more willing to 
listen to our 2100 petitioners.”  Several commissioners say they still 
need to review the letter before deciding how to move forward.

Haslam Gas Tax
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.25.17



Today, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam warned lawmakers to get on 
board with his gas tax hike proposal or they will be in for a long wait 
before seeing important road and bridge projects completed in the state.  
The governor’s proposal includes increasing taxes on gas by 7 cents per 
gallon and diesel by 12 cents.  Haslam said today that the trucking 
industry supports his proposal.  

Methadone Clinic
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

Some Johnson City Commissioners do not think the city needs to take 
another look at a zoning request.  They already approved the request for 
a methadone clinic to be built in Gray.  East Tennessee State University 
and Mountain States Health Alliance hope to open the clinic this year.  
Citizens to Maintain Gray want commissioners to reconsider the zoning 
for the site.  That was based off the commission’s decision to deny an 
annexation request for public housing on Huffine Road.  Commissioner 
Ralph Van Brocklin says he saw major red flags with the Huffine Road 
request that he did not see with the Gray request, “I felt that the city 
investment was going to be tremendous to try to improve the roads, to 
put in sidewalks, to make that a safe place for this particular 
development.”  The full commission is set to discuss the request at its 
agenda meeting Monday night.



Haslam Internet Tennessee
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.26.17

Tennessee’s governor rolled out another piece of his legislative agenda 
today.  Governor Bill Haslam announced the Tennessee Broadband 
Accessibility Act.  It seeks to provide internet access to rural areas in the 
state, “Our plan will provide $45 million in grants and tax credits for 
service providers to assist in making broadband available to unserved 
homes and businesses.”  This is part of the governor’s Next Tennessee 
plan which is aimed at helping Tennessee grow economically.

Heartbeat Bill
Length:  2:00
Format:  Graphic – Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.17

A Tri-Cities lawmakers wants to ban abortions in the state once a doctor 
detects a heartbeat.  State Representative Micah Van Huss of 
Washington County calls it the Heartbeat Bill.  Legislation filed in 
Nashville today would prohibit a woman from getting an abortion after a 
medical provider detects a heartbeat.  Doctors say that sometimes can be 



found as early as 6 weeks into a pregnancy.  The bill appears to come 
into conflict with the Supreme Court ruling Roe v. Wade, which 
guarantees a woman’s right to choose to abort a pregnancy.  

Food Stamp Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

A local Tennessee lawmaker introduced a bill putting added 
requirements on anyone seeking food assistance from the state.  Those 
requirements would include working or seeking work.  Representative 
Micah Van Huss of Washington County introduced House Bill  91 last 
week.  If passed, the bill would require people who receive SNAP 
benefits, also known as food stamps, to spend 20 hours each week 
working, 24 hours performing community service, 20 hours at an 
employment center in classes to improve skills or seeking employment.  
Another stipulation would be being enrolled as a full time student at an 
institution of higher learning.

Budget Breakdown
Length:  1:30
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans / Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.17



Tonight, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam announced a $37 billion 
spending plan that calls for no new debt.  Some of the notable 
investments include $200 million to fund the Basic Education, which 
includes pay raises for Tennessee teachers, $77 million for state 
employee pay hikes, and $9.5 million to expand substance abuse and 
crisis intervention treatment, services and supports.  The governor is also 
proposing the state’s first gas tax hike since 1989.  It would tack on an 
additional 7 cents per gallon to gasoline and 12 cents to diesel.  It would 
generate about $280 million a year in new transportation funding and 
help fund $10 billion in backlogged transportation projects across the 
state.  To offset the gas tax hike, the governor’s plan calls for a decrease 
in the grocery tax.  

Johnson City Rezoning Vote
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.17

The Johnson City Commission just decided not to reconsider a rezoning 
requires for property in Gray that would allow for a drug treatment 
center.  Last week a concerned citizen group requested the commission 
take another look despite the commission’s approval last year.  At 
tonight’s workshop, Mayor David Tomita told us the commission 
discussed the reconsideration for about 30 minutes, but the certificate of 
need for the clinic was not contingent on proper zoning and ETSU and 
Mountain States Health Alliance are moving forward with their plans.



Immigration – Virginia
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm ABC
Air Date:  1.31.17

Today Virginia joined a federal lawsuit challenging President Donald 
Trump’s Executive Order on Refugees and immigration.  Attorney 
General Mark Herring announced the legal action calling President 
Trump’s executive order “unlawful, unconstitutional, and un-American.”  
The Executive Order suspends immigration for citizens of 7 countries 
for 90 days and blocks refugees from entering the United States for 120 
days.  Massachusetts, New York and Washington state are also suing the 
Trump administration over the Executive Order.

Tomita Resignation
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm ABC
Air Date:  1.31.17

Johnson City Mayor David Tomita is no longer a Washington County 
commissioner.  His resignation became effective today.  Commission 
Chair Greg Matherly told us the commission hopes to fill the vacancy at 
its February 27th meeting.  Matherly told us 2 people expressed interest 



in the seat:  Richard Johnson, a former First District Chancellor Court 
Judge and Phil McPeak, a former Washington County Commissioner.

Haslam Gas Tax
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

A Tri-Cities region lawmaker introduced an alternative to raising 
Tennessee’s gas tax.  He’s proposing the state takes money from the 
sales tax.  Greeneville State Representative David Hawk introduced the 
plan today in the house.  The state says it has $10 billion worth of road 
projects it needs to fund.  To pay for it, Governor Bill Haslam proposed 
raising the gas tax by 7 cents.  Representative David Hawk is proposing 
the state instead takes a small portion from the sales tax to avoid raising 
taxes at all.  Hawk says it would provide $291 million  projects in 
funding for road projects every year.  Both plans still have to be 
considered in the General Assembly.

UHaul Sign
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.17



Johnson City commissioners got the chance to see the new designs for 
the former U-Haul sign in the downtown area.  Most of the 
commissioners liked the first design the most.  It has three stars 
representing the state of Tennessee.  One of the stars is darker to 
represent northeast Tennessee as one of the three sections of the state.  
The cost of the sign is between $100 and $400 thousand.  The Johnson 
City Development Agency has until June to raise the money.  Tax payer 
money will not be used to pay for it.

Speed Limit Change
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.17

Drivers in the Tri-Cities will now have to drive slower on a stretch of 
Bluff City Highway.  The Bluff City Board of Mayor and Alderman 
approved the speed limit change tonight.  It impacts the part of Bluff 
City Highway that runs from Highway 19-E to Lakeview Drive.  
Tonight’s vote drops the speed limit from 45 to 35 miles per hour.  This 
comes after homeowners complained of speeding.  Drivers could see the 
speed limit change next month.

Jonesborough Fluoride
Length:  1:15
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.17

Leaders in the Town of Jonesborough voted to ban fluoride from the 
water supply.  That’s a chemical that’s thought to improve dental health.  
After years of research, Jonesborough decided that “medicating the 
water” might not be the safest idea.  The board raised health concerns at 
the city’s water plant, noticing that fluoride burned a hole through 
concrete.  Two local doctors spoke with opposing views on fluoride.  
One said fluoride helps fight cavities and tooth decay but the other said 
it could affect liver and kidney function in children.  After nearly an 
hour of deliberation, the board voted to discontinue fluoride.  The board 
worked out a compromise to work with local agencies and the 
Washington County School District on an oral health initiative to help 
children who are vulnerable.  The board has nearly four months to 
remove the fluoride from the water and work on the schools plan.  The 
American Dental Association supports the fluoridation of community 
water supplies.  

Virginia Trump Travel Ban
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.17

A federal judge blocked the White House from implementing its travel 
ban in the state of Virginia.  Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring 
says a federal judge granted what’s called a preliminary injunction 



against the trump administration.  Last week, a federal appeals court in 
California upheld a nationwide restraining order that stops the 
government from implementing the travel ban.  Tonight’s ruling is a 
more permanent ruling than the temporary restraining order.  The ruling 
only applies to Virginia.  It means that people from 7 primarily Muslim 
countries who are legally allowed to be in Virginia cannot be stopped by 
President Donald Trump.  The President’s Executive Order tried to ban 
people from those countries from entering the United States.  

Hawkins County Audit
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

The man in charge of financial reporting in Tennessee says Hawkins 
County has one of the strongest governments in the state.  State 
Comptroller Justin Wilson says it has received a clean audit for fiscal 
year 2016, something very few counties achieve.  Wilson says Hawkins 
County came up with clear checks and balances that help protect 
taxpayer money.  Unicoi County also received a clean audit for fiscal 
year 2016.

Bristol VA Council
Length:  2:00
Format:  Graphics –Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.14.17

An audit of Bristol, Virginia revealed that the city is 105 million dollars 
in debt.  Leaders discussed that debt at the city council meeting this 
evening.  Bristol, Virginia leaders said that they need to review each city 
department to determine if anything needs to be changed to help with the 
debt.  Dozens of citizens voiced concern to city council saying cutting 
back on emergency personnel is not the way to save money.  Some even 
said they’d leave the city if their first responders were out of jobs.  Chief 
Starr of Washington County Virginia Fire and Rescue works with the 
city fire crews often and he says he could not stress enough the 
importance of paid staff to protect the community.  With the city’s debt, 
Mayor Hartley says leaders talked with various departments to see 
where they can cut back.  He’s unsure where cuts will be made.  Police 
and fire are some of the city’s biggest resources.  Hartley says the city 
manager won’t come up with the budget until the end of March or April, 
and leaders have not made any decisions, yet.

Virginia Gubernatorial Race
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.16.17

This weekend, Virginia GOP gubernatorial candidates will gather in 
Charlottesville for their first debate.  The republican primary is in June.  
The hotly contested gubernatorial contest has four candidates:  
Republican National Committee Chair Ed Gillespie, one time Virginia 



Campaign Chair of President Donald Trump Corey Stewart, Democratic 
Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam and former U.S. Representative 
Tom Perriello.  

Gas Tax
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.16.17

Regan Administration Economist Arthur Laffer urges Tennessee 
lawmakers not to include a cut in the sales tax on groceries as part of 
Governor Haslam’s proposal to offset a gas tax hike.  Haslam wants to 
boost transportation funding by about $280 million annually while also 
cutting a corresponding amount of taxes.  Laffer says bigger cuts on 
business taxes would do more to spur the economy.  

Kingsport Mayor
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

Kingsport Mayor John Clark will be the only candidate on the ballot in 
Kingsport’s upcoming mayoral election.  The Sullivan County Election 



Commission tells News Channel 11 Mayor John Clark is the only person 
to file a candidate petition.  The deadline to do so was noon Thursday.  
This doesn’t mean Clark will be the only  person to receive votes.  
Voters can cast b allots for write-in candidates.  However, write-in 
candidates do not appear on the ballot.  Municipal elections for 
Kingsport, Bristol and Bluff City will take place May 17.

Opioid Legislation
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe will sign into a law a bill that takes 
aim at the state’s prescription drug abuse problem.  State Delegate Todd 
Pillion and Senator Ben Chafin introduced the bill.  The bill will limit 
how often opioids can be prescribed.  It will also establish guidelines on 
how to use the drugs to treat pain.  An overdose reversal drug will also 
be easier to obtain.  Governor McAuliffe will sign the bill in Richmond 
Thursday.

McAuliffe Vetoes
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.17



Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed several bills that were 
recently approved in the General Assembly.  One of them would have 
lowered the age to allow concealed handgun permits for certain groups.  
The General Assembly passed legislation to allow active military 
members and veterans to get their concealed handgun permits at the age 
of 18.  The law in Virginia currently allows that when they turn 21.  
Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed the bill saying he consulted the 
Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs.  Governor McAuliffe says he 
did not agree with the bill because it would have allowed any veteran or 
service member to conceal carry at the age of 18.  Governor McAuliffe 
says he does not want them to be able to get a permit in Virginia if they 
were disqualified from having access to weapons during basic training.  
The governor says his concerns with the bill are not a reflection of his 
support for the military.

Abortion Veto
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed a bill that would have 
restricted funding for Planned Parenthood clinics.  McAuliffe vetoed the 
measure today during an event outside the Executive Mansion.  He 
vetoed the same measure last year and said it would harm tens of 
thousands of Virginians who rely on Planned Parenthood.  The bill 
would have prohibited the state health department from providing 
money to any entity that performs abortions.



Transgender Bathrooms
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

The Trump Administration says it’s working on new guidelines on the 
use of school bathrooms for transgender students.  Last year, the Obama 
Administration urged public schools to allow students to use the 
bathroom that matches their gender identity.  Today, White House 
Spokesperson Sean Spicer said the Department of Justice will issue new 
directives.  He said President Trump believes the matter should be left to 
the states and not the federal government.

Gas Tax Vote
Length:  :51
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

A plan that could raise Tennessee’s gas tax is headed for a key vote.  
Lawmakers say the vote could go one of two ways.  Governor Haslam 
proposed a gas tax hike to help pay for billions of dollars in road 
projects.  Some of those projects are in the Tri-Cities.  The governor 



says if the tax is raised, drivers would pay about 4 more dollars a month 
for gas.  State Representative David Hawk of Greeneville has a different 
plan.  He wants to avoid raising taxes at all.  He’s suggesting that 
lawmakers take a portion of the state’s sales tax and dedicate it to road 
funding.  The House Transportation Subcommittee will vote on the issue 
tomorrow.  It will decide whether to move forward with the Governor’s 
proposal or change the proposal to use sales tax money.  

Kaine Meets with the Pope
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

A Virginia senator met Pope Francis today in the Vatican City.  He 
spoke with the Pope about the global refugee and migrant crisis.  
Democratic Senator Tim Kaine says the Pope made it clear there need to 
be laws to protect people fleeing their countries because of danger.  

Trump Poll Tennessee
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.17



A new poll shows President Donald Trump still has a lot of support in 
Tennessee.  The new Middle Tennessee State University poll gives the 
president an approval rating in Tennessee of 51%.  The poll of 600 
voters showed 32% disapproved of President Trump’s performance so 
far.  Seventeen percent were undecided.  The poll has a margin of error 
of plus or minus 4 percentage points.

Transgender Bathrooms
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.17

The Trump Administration dropped federal guidelines saying schools 
should let transgender students use whatever bathroom they want.  The 
White House is now letting states and public schools make their own 
decisions on the matter.  This reverses the guidelines set in place by the 
Obama Administration.  The guidelines never held any real power but 
the federal government says they were confusing and led to several 
lawsuits.  A letter sent to all schools tonight says the guidance is lifted 
but anti-bullying safeguards will not be impacted.  Opponents of the 
guidelines argued it was federal overreach.

Opioid Bill Signed
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon



Air Date:  2.23.17

Virginia declares war on a public health crisis.  Today, Governor Terry 
McAuliffe signed bills into law to battle the state’s opioid epidemic.  
Among the measures signed into law by Governor McAuliffe is one that 
will allow community organizations to possess and dispense the 
overdose reversal drug Naloxone.  Another will connect a mother to 
treatment and services if her child was exposed to drugs before birth.  A 
third law mandates that all opioid prescriptions be transmitted to 
pharmacies electronically by 2020.  

TN Bathroom Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.23.17

Today, Lieutenant Governor Randy McNally said the Trump 
Administration’s decision to lift protections for transgender students 
negates the need for the state to pass a bathroom bill.  Today, he said 
pending state legislation is no longer needed.  In overturning the Obama-
era protections, the federal government has now left it up to state and 
local governments to decide the issue.  Bill that would force transgender 
students to use bathrooms based on their birth gender are still pending in 
Tennessee.



McAuliffe Veto
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Air Date:  2.24.17

Virginia’s Governor vetoed a bill that would have published information 
identifying refugees.  The bill would have required the Department of 
Social Services to publish information about refugees who are re-settled 
into Virginia.  Governor McAuliffe says the bill would have posed a 
danger and kept organizations from safely bringing the refugees into the 
state.

Elder Abuse Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.24.17

Several Tennessee state lawmakers are about to reveal a plan to deal 
with elder abuse.  The plan was created through recommendations by the 
Elder Abuse Task Force.  That task force was created after a News 
Channel 11 investigation into elder abuse in Tennessee.  The task force 
is designed to prevent abuse and prosecute elderly and vulnerable adult 
abusers.  State Senator Rusty Crowe and several other lawmakers 
including Tennessee Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris will speak in 
Nashville Monday.  The lawmakers say recent studies show reported 
cases of elder abuse increased by 20% over the past decade.



Bristol Birthplace of Country Music Vote
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.17

This week Bristol, Virginia City leaders will take up a resolution for the 
second time that would help the Birthplace of Country Music Museum 
expand.  Earlier this month, Vice Mayor Archie Hubbard made a motion 
to pass a resolution allowing the city to submit for a $600,000 state 
grant, but there was no second and therefore no vote.  The grant would 
go toward renovating a vacant building next to the current museum.  The 
deadline to apply for the grant is March 1.  Bristol, Virginia city leaders 
will discuss the grant Tuesday night at city hall.

Wheel Tax
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.17

Hawkins County Mayor Melville Bailey told us a proposal to increase 
the wheel tax in Hawkins County did not pass tonight.  Right now, the 
state charges 24 dollars to renew tags on your car.  Counties can then 



charge a wheel tax on top of that.  The mayor says the $40 increase 
would have helped add money to the county’s general fund.  That fund 
helps pay for 91 different departments and agencies in the county.

Aldi Coming to Bristol, VA
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

The Bristol, Virginia City Council approved a plot of land for a new 
Aldi grocery store at the Falls retail development.  Construction is 
expected to begin soon and the store is expected to open in the fall.

BCMM Grant
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

The Bristol Virginia City Council will allow the Birthplace of Country 
Music Museum to apply for a grant.  That grant can help the museum 
expand.  Officials want to expand into a 17,000 square foot building 
next to the museum.  The cost of the project is $4 million.  The Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community Development is offering a 



$600,000 grant.  The museum says it already has a matching grant.  City 
Council failed to give approval to apply earlier this month.  The museum 
says it is happy the council finally voted yes tonight at the meeting.  
Tomorrow is the deadline to apply for the grant.  The museum should 
hear if it gets approval by this spring.

VA Accountability
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

Tri-Cities Congressman Phil Roe wants to give the Veterans Affairs 
Secretary more power over department employees.  Congressman Roe is 
the chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee.  He announced 
tonight that he introduced new legislation.  The measure seeks to give 
the VA Secretary more flexibility to remove, demote, or suspend any 
department worker.  That includes senior executive service employees.  
Congressman Roe says he worked with President Trump’s 
Administration to create the bill.   

Road Funding
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.1.17



A plan to help fund road projects in Tennessee cleared a key vote today.  
The House Transportation Subcommittee advanced Governor Bill 
Haslam’s proposal.  The Governor’s plan was stripped of a primary 
component which was an increase in the states gas tax.  Governor 
Haslam’s original plan hoped to increase the states gas tax by 7% to pay 
for $6 billion in unfinished road projects.  A road funding proposal by 
State Representative David Hawk of Greeneville was defeated today.  It 
would have taken a portion of the state’s sales tax to pay for the projects.  
During today’s vote, a piece of Hawk’s proposal was integrated into the 
Governor’s plan.  Representative Hawk told us he is not happy about it, 
“It has the language of my plan substituted for the funding mechanism 
for the transportation plan.”  Governor Haslam’s transportation bill 
cleared the House Transportation Subcommittee, but instead of the 
Governor’s recommended increase in the state gas and diesel taxes, the 
legislation now includes Representative Hawk’s idea to use a small 
portion of general sales tax.  The next step in the process is the full 
Transportation Committee.  That could come next week.  Governor 
Haslam could reintroduce the idea of increasing the gas tax as the plan 
goes through more committees.

Bristol Road Plan
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.1.17

The Bristol, Virginia City Council voted to revise an agreement the 
mayor says could save the city nearly $12 million.  City Council voted 4 



to 1 to rework its agreement with The Falls developers, Interstate 
Development Partners.  Interstate will now be responsible for the site 
development costs or getting the land ready for future tenants and the 
city will focus on things like road work and utilities.  With delays and 
setbacks over the past 5 years, Mayor Bill Hartley hopes this will help 
keep things going forward.  Councilman Doug Fleenor was the only no 
vote.

Bathroom Policies
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

Tennessee’s top attorney is celebrating what he calls a victory.  Attorney 
General Herbert Slatery says Tennessee has withdrawn a lawsuit against 
the Federal Justice Department.  In May, Tennessee joined a dozen other 
states in that lawsuit after the Obama Administration said public schools 
should allow transgender students to use the bathroom of their choice.  
The states agreed to drop the suit because the Trump Administration is 
going to drop an appeal related to the case.  This comes after the Trump 
Administration said it would take back the bathroom guidelines put in 
place by the Obama Administration.

Virginia Transgender
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

The Attorney General of Virginia is throwing his support behind a 
transgender teen whose case will be heard by the nation’s highest court.  
Attorney General Mark Herring signed a letter of support for a teenager 
who wants to use the boys’ bathroom at his high school.  Herring is 
among 18 attorneys general who submitted the letter.  Gavin Grimm 
goes to school in Gloucester County, Virginia.  He’s suing the county 
school board.  The brief filed on his behalf says letting transgender 
students use the bathroom of their choice causes no concerns for safety 
or financial burdens.  Grimm’s case will be heard by the U.S. Supreme 
Court March 28.

Roe Town Hall
Length:  Voice Over – Sound Bytes
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.6.17

People across the Tri-Cities filled an area courthouse to speak with their 
congressman.  The line kept growing longer before that town hall 
meeting with Congressman Phil Roe.  Some showed up with signs 
addressing several issues like Russia and the election as well as the 
Affordable Care Law.  Congressman Phil Roe spent nearly 2 hours 
addressing the first district in his first town hall since his re-election in 
November.  Dozens packed the courtroom at the Greene County 
Courthouse raising concerns over Planned Parenthood funding, 
affordable healthcare and care for veterans.  During the town hall, House 



GOP leaders in Washington released the plans for a bill that hopes to 
repeal the Affordable Care Law, legislation Phil Roe has been fighting 
for.  He says this is the chance to give everyone in this country 
healthcare.  Roe says the repeal of the Affordable Care Law will free up 
taxpayer money that are currently tied up.  Roe says he’s excited to have 
the chance to debate this bill further throughout this week.  In terms of 
care for veterans, Roe says the VA has a long way to go.  A hearing is 
scheduled for tomorrow to start the process of reforming the VA.

Women’s Care
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.8.17

On this International Women’s Day, Virginia U.S. Senators Mark 
Warner and Tim Kaine announced legislation to protect access to 
women’s health care.  It’s called the Women’s Health Protection Act.  
The bill would guard a woman’s right to safe and legal abortion.  It 
would also prevent restrictive regulations and laws that curtail 
reproductive health services for women.  

Tennessee Marijuana
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.17



A bill seeking to reduce the penalty for possessing small amounts of 
marijuana in Tennessee has been extinguished in a state senate 
committee.  The Judiciary Committee voted 6 to 3 on Tuesday against 
the measure.  The bill would have made possession of less than one-
eighth of an ounce a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine of no 
more than $50.

Heartbeat Bill Failed
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.17

A bill seeking more regulations on abortions has failed in Tennessee.  
The so-called Heartbeat Bill has been tabled until next year.  
Jonesborough State Representative Micah Van Huss filed the legislation.  
It seeks to ban abortions when a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which 
can be as early as 6 weeks.  He tells us a House committee pushed it 
back to January of next year because it wants to give President Donald 
Trump the chance to appoint more conservatives to the courts.  

Hill Abortion Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.17

One abortion bill was tabled until next year, but State Representative 
Matthew Hill’s bill regulating abortions is still alive.  He’s calling it the 
Infants Protection Act.  The Jonesborough republican wants to ban 
abortions in Tennessee after 20 weeks of pregnancy.  The only exception 
would be if the mother had a medical emergency.  The bill will be taken 
up by the full health committee on Tuesday.

Haslam Gas Tax
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.13.17

A Tennessee legislative panel changed and passed Governor Bill 
Haslam’s transportation bill, which Senator Majority Leader Mark 
Norris says would ensure people have more in food tax cuts than they’d 
pay in a gas tax hike.  Norris called the bill a compromise with Haslam 
as the Senate Transportation Committee passed it by a 7 to 1 margin 
Monday.  Over three years, Norris said the gas tax would increase 6 
cents a gallon and the diesel tax would jump 10 cents a gallon.  Initially, 
Haslam proposed a 7 cent gas tax hike and a 12 cent diesel increase.  
Norris said the food tax would decrease to 4 percent from 5 percent 
under current law.  In the House, a committee has previously removed 
the fuel tax hikes to rely on sales taxes for road projects.



Wildfire Bills
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.14.17

Tennessee lawmakers advanced two bills aimed at helping people 
recover from deadly wildfires.  On Monday, the Senate favored a 
proposal to let local governments go on private property to clean debris 
at the owner’s request.  The Senate and House cleared a bill that would 
let a local government offer tax relief on real and personal property 
damaged by the wildfire, after a two-thirds vote from that local 
government.

Rogersville Dogs
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Next week, the public has the chance to weigh in on the proposal for 
Rogersville to enact stricter rules on chaining dogs.  The Rogersville 
Board of Mayor and Alderman is expected to hear public comment and 
take a final vote on the proposal at its meeting Tuesday night.  The law 
would prevent dog owners from chaining or tethering dogs for more than 



12 hours in a 24 hour period.  The meeting is set for Tuesday at 7 at 
Rogersville City Hall.

President Trump in Nashville
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

President Trump just wrapped up his visit to the Volunteer State.  As 
expected, one of his main talking points was the plan to repeal 
Obamacare.  The U.S. House of Representatives is currently working to 
replace the sweeping health care law.  President Trump says he is open 
to debate and negotiation on the topic.  He also said he would fight 
tonight’s ruling by the Hawaiian judge to stop his travel ban, “We’re 
going to fight this terrible ruling.  We’re going to take our case as far as 
it needs to go, including all the way to the Supreme Court.”  President 
Trump said the ruling is politically motivated.

Elizabethton Twins
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.17



City leaders in Elizabethton face a difficult decision.  What will they do 
with the city’s baseball field, the home of the Elizabethton Twins.  The 
city still has not gotten a commitment from the Minnesota Twins to keep 
a minor league team in Elizabethton after the upcoming season.  The city 
pledged to spend as much as 2 million dollars to upgrade the facilities, 
something the major league home office said needed to happen.  This 
afternoon, city council started going over capital needs in the upcoming 
budget.  A task force appointed to come up with a plan to improve the 
stadium recommended the city move forward with the upgrades even 
without a commitment from the Twins.  It is ready for use by the 
Elizabethton City School System and possibly another minor league 
team.  Mayor Curt Alexander says he plans to reach out to the president 
of the Twins as early as tomorrow.

Virginia Gubernatorial Race
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.17

A republican candidate for Virginia governor dropped out of the race.  
Denver Riggleman says he has suspended his campaign.  Riggleman 
said he had no choice because he was facing a shortage on resources 
among other things.  This now leaves three candidates still seeking the 
republican nomination for Virginia governor.  Ed Gillespie, Corey 
Stewart and State Senator Frank Wagner are still competing in the June 
13 primary.



In God We Trust
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.20.17

Next week, the Hawkins County Commission will hear a proposal to 
display “In God We Trust in all public buildings in the county.  
Commissioner B.D. Cradic will introduce the idea that would require all 
public buildings and offices to have the words displayed.  The resolution 
also says schools, including classrooms and anywhere students may 
gather, must display the phrase.  The county currently faces a $2 million 
budget shortfall and one commissioner we spoke with is worried about 
funding the measure.  Hawkins County Director of Schools Steve 
Starnes sent us a statement saying in part, “On behalf of the board, I 
would respectfully request that the inclusion of the schools, including 
classrooms, be removed from this resolution.”  He added that the board 
would like to determine if it is in the best interest of the school system.  
The full commission will hear the resolution March 27.  The meeting 
begins at 7.

Harwell For Governor?
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.20.17



Tonight it’s still unclear whether Tennessee’s House Speaker will run 
for governor.  When Beth Harwell stopped by ETSU today, she would 
not answer our question about whether she would run.  But Susan 
Richardson Williams, the former Chairwoman of Tennessee’s 
Republican Party says Harwell is indeed running.  The Chattanooga 
Times Free Press says Williams posted on Facebook saying Harwell 
called her to let her know she’s running.  Harwell says she won’t make a 
decision until the legislative session ends.

Medical Marijuana
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.21.17

A Tennessee lawmaker representing part of Greene County says his bill 
that would legalize medical marijuana is dead for this year’s legislative 
session.  Republican Representative Jeremy Faison says there’s currently 
not enough support in the Senate for the change.  His bill would have let 
people use prescribed marijuana to treat a variety of ailments including 
cancer and post-traumatic stress disorder.  The bill would have allowed 
50 grow operations in Tennessee.  

Gas Tax Moves Forward
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.21.17

A plan to raise the gas tax in Tennessee moved forward tonight.  
Governor Bill Haslam’s proposal cleared votes in both the House and 
the Senate.  The plan is designed to help pay for $10 billion in road and 
bridge projects.  The Senate State and Local Government Committee 
unanimously approved its version of the plan.  The House 
Transportation Committee advanced its version.  The current Senate 
version would raise the gas tax by 6 cents a gallon.  The House version 
would instead take a portion of the state sales tax and avoid raising taxes 
at all.  The Senate bill now heads to the Senate Finance Committee.  The 
House bill will go to the Local Government Committee.  The 
Tennessean reports that several counties would have the option to hold a 
referendum and let the voters decide whether they want a tax hike to pay 
for road projects.  

Bathroom Bill Dead
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.17

A couple of controversial bill sin Tennessee failed.  One bill would have 
required transgender students to use the bathroom of the gender they 
were assigned at birth.  It failed to pass in the Senate Education 
Committee.  The bill was sponsored by Republican State Senator Mae 
Beavers.  The so-called bathroom bill was defeated because lawmakers 



did not act when it was brought up in today’s meeting.  The bill would 
have impacted students at public schools and colleges.

Protestor Bill Fails
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.17

A bill that would have protected drivers from civil lawsuits if they hit 
protestors who are blocking traffic failed.  Republican State 
Representative Matthew Hill of Jonesborough sponsored the legislation.  
The House Civil Justice Subcommittee voted against the legislation 
today.

Public Housing
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  3.23.17

Congressman Phil Roe and two other lawmakers urge new U.S. Housing 
and Urban Development Secretary Dr. Ben Carson to fully enforce a law 
meant to keep over-income families out of public housing.  President 
Barack Obama signed the bi-partisan legislation into law last year.  It 



requires housing authorities to either evict over-income families after 2 
years or raise their rent so people in need of emergency housing can 
move off of lengthy waiting lists.

McAuliffe Discrimination Veto
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.17

Virginia’s governor vetoed a bill  he says would have legalized 
discrimination against same-sex couples.  Republican Senator Bill 
Carrico wrote the legislation.  He represents much of southwest Virginia 
and the city of Bristol.  The bill would have protected anyone who 
refused to perform a same-sex marriage based on their religious beliefs 
or moral conviction.  Democratic Governor Terry McAuliffe says he 
vetoed the same bill last year.

Gillespie Visit
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.24.17



A candidate for Virginia governor stopped by the Tri-Cities today.  He 
used it as a platform to discuss a plan to cut taxes in Virginia.  Ed 
Gillespie is seeking the republican nomination for governor.  He started 
his visit today  in Bristol.  We spoke with him in Abingdon where he 
told us he wants to cut taxes to attract small businesses.  Gillespie also 
says he’s glad to see federal regulations on coal being rolled back by the 
Trump Administration.

Kingsport BMA Forum
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.24.17

Three seats are up for grabs on Kingsport’s Board of Mayor and 
Alderman.  Dozens of people gathered today to meet some of the 
candidates.  The Kingsport Kiwanis Club hosted the forum.  Eight 
candidates are running for the three seats on the Kingsport BMA.  The 
three seats are for a 4 year term.  There’s also one seat open for a 2 year 
term.  Election Day is May 16.

McAuliffe Medicaid
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.17



Virginia’s governor is once again pushing for Medicaid expansion in his 
state.  Governor Terry McAuliffe is calling on Republicans to help him 
make the necessary changes.  Today, the governor said the state is losing 
more than $6.5 million a day in federal funding by not expanding 
Medicaid.  In his state, that would help around 400,000 low-income 
adults.  The governor is asking Republicans to approve a change in the 
state budget to let him expand the program.  He says the issue gained 
new urgency since Congress dropped a bill to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act.

Bathroom Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

Lawmakers in North Carolina say they reached an agreement to repeal 
the so-called bathroom bill.  Republican lawmakers say they reached a 
compromise with democratic Governor Roy Cooper.  This is to repeal 
what’s known as House Bill 2.  The law requires transgender people to 
use the public restroom of the gender they were given at birth.  
Lawmakers are under pressure to meet a 48 hour deadline to repeal the 
bill from the NCAA .  The NCAA says it will move its tournaments out 
of the state if the law is not repealed.  Tonight, an agreement has been 
reached on how to proceed.  Lawmakers say they will introduce the bill 
to repeal the law in the morning.  



Gay Marriage Bill
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

Lawmakers postponed a bill regarding gay marriage in Tennessee.  It 
would have allowed the state attorney general to defend city and county 
clerks if they were sued for refusing to issue marriage licenses to same-
sex couples.  The House Civil Justice Subcommittee voted today to stop 
considering the bill until next year.

Hawkins County Budget Woes
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.30.17

The Tennessee State Comptroller is warning Hawkins County 
Commissioners to amend and balance the budget or the state will step in.  
The Hawkins County Board of Commissioners exceeded revenues by 
more than $2 million for the past 2 fiscal years.  A letter from the state 
comptroller’s office says the commission has until July 1 to either 
balance the budget or have a resolution stating how they plan to do so.  
Mayor Melville Bailey said someone from the comptroller’s office will 
speak with the county commission to discuss potential options.



NC Bathroom Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  3.30.17

A bill to repeal North Carolina’s contentious “bathroom bill” passed the 
state General Assembly.  Governor Roy Cooper signed the measure late 
this afternoon after reaching a compromise with Republican leaders.  
The bill will replace a year-old law that requires transgender people to 
use restrooms corresponding to the sex on their birth certificate.  The 
law currently known as House Bill 2 has cost the state millions in big 
business.  It is unclear if the compromise will meet the NCAA’s 
standard.  Decisions about where championships will be held for 2018 – 
2022 are still underway.  The NCAA said no events would take place in 
North Carolina unless HB2 was changed.

HEALTH

Obese Parents
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

Children born to obese mothers and fathers may be more likely to suffer 
setbacks in early childhood development.  Doctors tracking nearly 5 
thousand children found those with obese parents were more likely to 
fail when it came to fine motor skills, social functioning and problem 
solving.

Drug Addicted Babies
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.2.17

Every day babies here in the Tri-Cities are born dependent on drugs, 
experiencing withdrawals right out of the womb.  The number of babies 
born addicted to drugs is on the rise, especially in rural communities.  
You’ve likely heard about the prescription drug, or opioid, epidemic in 
our region.  That is trickling down to babies, born dependent on drugs 
because they were exposed to drugs while in the womb.  That was the 
case for more than 200 babies born here in the Tri-Cities.  That is 
according to the state of Tennessee.  This condition, called Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome has recently become something doctors here in 
the Tri-Cities see nearly every day.  It is also something experts are still 
trying to understand.  Nine hundred 78 babies were born in Tennessee in 
2016 with NAS.  Doctors say the symptoms seen in babies are the same 



whether the drug is legal or not.  Neonatologist Shawn Hollinger says he 
sees multiple babies with NAS a day.  Since 2013, the state has reported 
the number of babies born with NAS.  Since then, each year the number 
of babies with NAS has grown from 825 in week 50 of 2013 to 978 in 
that same wee of 2016.  A new study with researchers from Vanderbilt, 
Michigan and Minnesota Universities says more newborns are born with 
NAS in rural areas than in urban areas.  Researchers say this is because 
there are less hospitals and clinics in rural communities but more opioid 
prescriptions.  At Niswonger Children’s Hospital, on any given day, 
doctors say about 40% of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit babies have 
NAS.  Next week, crews will start construction on a wing at the hospital 
dedicated to drug-dependent babies.  Lawmakers are also taking steps to 
combat the opioid epidemic.  Last month, Congress passed the 21st 
Century Cures Act which includes funding research on the opioid abuse 
crisis.  

Heart Disease
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

Cutting back on excessive drinking can help lower the risk of heart 
disease.  That’s according to a new study at the University of California.  
Researchers found alcohol abuse jeopardizes heart function as much as 
high blood pressure, diabetes, smoking and obesity.

Transgender Health Coverage



Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.17

A federal judge in Texas is issuing a nationwide injunction to block new 
Obamacare transgender and abortion provisions.  The provisions would 
have extended anti-discrimination protections to transgender health and 
abortion related services.  The order said the policy infringes on the 
rights of private health care providers under the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act.  The judge issued the court order Saturday, one day 
before the new policy was set to take effect.  The White House described 
the judge’s decision as a setback, saying all Americans, regardless of 
their sex, gender identity or sexual orientation, should have access to 
quality, affordable health care, free from discrimination.  The Affordable 
Care Act was passed in 2010, but its provisions have been phased in 
incrementally.

Diet Drinks
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

There’s no evidence that sugar-free diet drinks are better for losing 
weight than traditional sugary beverages.  That’s according to a new 
study from Imperial College in London.  Researchers say artificially-



flavored beverages may have low-calorie content, but they seem to 
trigger people’s sweet taste receptors, resulting in them over-eating other 
foods.

Earwax
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

The American Academy of Otolaryngology updated its 
recommendations for treating earwax.  The doctors group says do not 
over-clean your ears, it may irritate the ear canal and cause infection.  
People also should not put anything in their ears such as cotton swabs.  
Earwax is a natural substance that keeps ears healthy.

Gambling
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

New research suggests gambling addiction activates the same brain 
pathways as drug and alcohol cravings.  The findings also indicate that 



parts of the brain that control impulses may be weakened in people with 
gambling addictions.

Red Cross Blood Shortage
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

An urgent plea comes from the American Red Cross tonight.  Officials 
say there is an urgent need for blood donors.  American Red Cross says 
37,000 fewer donations were given over the past couple of months.  You 
can find a donation center by going to Red Cross Blood Center dot org 
or by calling 1.800.RED.CROSS.

Phil Roe on Affordable Care Act
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.17

A Tri-Cities congressman continues his effort on a plan to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act.  Dr. Phil Roe told us he believes republicans can 
come to an agreement on a plan to replace it.  Democrats are working to 
save the program known as Obamacare, but Republicans want to get rid 



of it.  On top of an expansion of Health Savings Accounts, Congressman 
Roe says he believes his plan can expand health coverage and make it 
easier on the wallet.  “What we think it will do is increase the number of 
people who can get health insurance and reduce the cost.  It’s absolutely 
imperative that we get the cost under control.”  Lawmakers have until 
January 27 to submit legislation to their budget committees repealing 
major parts of the health care law.

Cancer Deaths
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.6.17

Cancer deaths dropped 25% since 1991.  That is when they were at their 
highest.  The new report from the American Cancer Society credits 
fewer smokers, as well as early detection and treatment.  Prostate and 
colorectal cancer deaths dropped by more than 50%.  

MSHA Wellmont Proposed Merger
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.6.17



We have details of new criticism of the proposed merger between 
Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System.  Once 
week before the state of Tennessee’s deadline to decide on the proposed 
merger, the Federal Trade Commission once again is speaking out 
against the deal.  Today, FTC staff submitted additional comment and 
analysis of the proposed merger of Mountain States Health Alliance and 
Wellmont Health System.  The highly critical report was submitted 
Thursday to the Tennessee Department of Health, which is the agency in 
charge of deciding if the two companies should be allowed to form a 
single company.  FTC staff once again urged the state to reject the 
Certificate of Public Advantage Application saying a Mountain States 
and Wellmont merger would lead to “significant harm to residents of 
northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia.

Depressive Disorders
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.9.17

A new study suggests moderate to vigorous exercise may prevent some 
children from developing major depressive disorders.  Doctors in 
Norway tracked about 800 kids between the ages of 6 and 8.  They 
found increasing children’s physical activity helped delay depression 
symptoms.

Medical Malpractice
Length:  :25



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.17

Some medical experts are questioning the reasons behind a tort reform 
pushed by republicans.  House GOP leaders say frivolous lawsuits have 
become a major threat to United States healthcare.  They want to make it 
easier for doctors to defend themselves in malpractice cases.  But some 
experts say the rate of malpractice claims has been cut in half since 
2003.  Studies suggest malpractice cases consume about a hundred 
billion dollars a year, even though some republicans say the number is 
three times higher.  Some academics say the GOP push is not addressing 
a bigger problem – the fact that medical errors claim an estimated 
quarter million lives every year.

Salt Consumption
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

United States and British researchers say millions of lives could be 
saved if governments change policies to reduce salt consumption by 
10% over 10 years.  The study shows salt reduction policies would  also 
save health care money.



Kids Meals
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

A Harvard study finds chain restaurants are not making kids’ meals any 
healthier.  Researchers looked at restaurants taking part in a nationwide 
program to improve kid menus and found calories, saturated fat and 
sodium levels have stayed the same.  They also say sugary drinks make 
up 80% of drink options.

Migraines
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

Patients with migraines are more at risk for stroke after surgery.  That’s 
according to Harvard researchers.  They found people who have 
migraines with aura, including flashing lights are at highest risk.

Hospitals Respond to FTC
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.11.17

With a Friday deadline to decide on the merits of a merger between 
Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System, the 
Tennessee Commissioner of Health heard from the companies in what 
likely will be their final attempt to answer criticism from the Federal 
Trade Commission.  The companies insist they would be better together.  
The company would be called Ballad Health.  Last week, staff members 
at the Federal Trade Commission sent a scathing report to the Tennessee 
Commissioner of Health restating their opinion that the merger should 
be blocked.  FTC staff said the elimination of competition will 
negatively impact the region and that the companies failed to prove the 
“clear and convincing evidence” the merger was necessary and 
beneficial.  Today, the companies responded saying the FTC 
misconstrued some key standards for what is “clear and convincing 
evidence.”  Mountain States and Wellmont called the FTC’s analysis of 
the merger “flawed.”  The companies accuse the FTC of ignoring the 
unique problems facing the Tri-Cities region.  Mountain States and 
Wellmont repeated their stance that the current environment isn’t 
sustainable.  They say they’d likely be purchased by outside companies 
if the merger does not happen and they believe that would lead to 
increased costs and lost jobs.  The hospital systems called on the 
Commissioner of Health to look at all the facts spelled out in the 
application.  

Cigna Epipen
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

A leading health insurer says it will no longer cover the epipen.  Cigna 
says it will only cover a lesser-priced generic version that Epipen’s 
manufacturer, Mylan, launched last month.  The Epipen is used to help 
stop life-threatening allergic reactions.  Mylan has been under fire for 
raising the price of the epipens more than 400% since 2009.  A two-pack 
currently costs more than $600.  The generic version costs half that.  

CVS Epipen
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

CVS says it will cut the price of a generic version of the epipen.  The 
drug store chain says it will sell a two pack of a new generic called 
Adrenaclick for $109.99.  That’s down from a previous price of $200.  
More at risk patients always carry two of the pens in case one fails or it 
isn’t enough to stop the reaction.  

Senator Rusty Crowe Health Committee
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.17

A Tri-Cities State Senator will chair a Senate Committee that will 
oversee forthcoming changes in healthcare from President-Elect Donald 
Trump.  Lieutenant Governor Randy McNally chose Tennessee State 
Senator Rusty Crowe from Johnson City to chair the Senate Health and 
Welfare Committee.  Senator Crowe will have a direct impact on 
legislation that governs healthcare facilities, licenses health 
professionals, and TennCare.

Decision Delay
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans / Josh Smith / Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30
Air Date:  1.13.17

It’s the healthcare deal that would impact the entire region.  Tonight the 
merger of Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health system 
is on hold.  Today, on the day the state of Tennessee was supposed to 
decide on the deal, came an unexpected twist.  By state statute, the 
Tennessee Health Commissioner had until today to make up his mind 
whether the benefits of allowing the two hospital systems to merge 
would outweigh the negative impacts of having competition drastically 
reduced.  Commissioner of Health Dr. John Dreyzhener said both health 
systems had asked for delay so they could submit more information.  
That’s on top of the thousands of pages of documents and answers to 



pointed questions submitted over the past several months.  Neither the 
Commissioner of Health nor anyone from the hospitals would answer 
our questions about the delay on camera.  Mountain States and 
Wellmont issued a statement together saying, “Our objective is to ensure 
the record in both states reflects our vision for the improved health of 
our region and the record strongly supports a positive outcome.”  The 
Federal Trade Commission told us today that its staff members will 
consider any new information the hospitals submit.  Tonight it is unclear 
how long the delay will last.  Virginia must also approve the Certificate 
of Public Advantage submitted by Wellmont and Mountain States.  The 
deadline for Virginia to submit its decision is February 5.  However, the 
Virginia Health Commissioner may request an extension which would 
delay the decision by 15 days.

Tim Kaine – Affordable Care Act
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.17

While Congressional republicans are taking the first steps to repeal 
Obamacare, democrats are holding rallies to save it.  Dozens of rallies 
took place across the nation today.  Senator Tim Kaine spoke at the 
event in Richmond, Virginia.  He encouraged improvement, “Let’s sit 
down at the table and talk about where are the improvements and again 
if you want to call it a replacement you can do that.  I’ll call it an 
improvement, but let’s fix what can be fixed, but let’s not throw the lives 
of 10 million people into jeopardy.”  Democrats say they have more 
rallies lined up for the coming days and weeks.



Tuberculosis Vaccine
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.16.17

Doctors in New Zealand report a new tuberculosis vaccine is showing 
promise in lab mice.  If trials are successful, it could mean the first new 
TB vaccine in a century.

Baby Acupuncture
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.17.17

Doctors in Sweden say newborns who cry excessively may benefit from 
acupuncture.  They tracked about 150 infants and found babies with 
colic who cry more than 3 hours a day, three days a week, cried much 
less after acupuncture treatments.

Eating Disorders
Length:  :20



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.17.17

More women are reporting eating disorders later in life.  British 
researchers say they were surprised to find more than 3% of women 
aged 40 to 50 report having eating disorder symptoms.  Anorexia and 
bulimia are conditions primarily associated with adolescence and early 
adulthood.

Mumps
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

Tennessee health officials say mumps are on the rise due to some 
parents not immunizing their children.  The Tennessee Department of 
Health says it is concerned because Arkansas, which borders the western 
part of the state, has more than 2400 suspected or confirmed cases of 
mumps.  Mumps are at a 10 year high in the United States, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  There are more than 
5,000 cases across the country.  Health officials recommend children get 
two doses of the MMR vaccine to protect against  mumps, measles and 
rubella, but they are not 100% effective.  Mumps is typically spread by 
saliva and mucus.



Asthma
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.18.17

A new study in the Journal of the American Medical Association finds 
33% of adults recently diagnosed with asthma do not actually have it.  
Researchers found that some doctors do not perform asthma tests, but 
diagnose based on the patient’s symptoms and their observations.

Fish & Pregnancy
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.19.17

The Food and Drug Administration and the Environmental Protection 
Agency say women who are pregnant or breastfeeding can safely eat 
nearly 90% of fish available in the United States.  Seven high mercury 
fish to avoid are King Mackerel, Marlin, Orange Roughy, Shark, 
Swordfish, Tilefish and Bigeye Tuna.  Findings show 50% of pregnant 
women is not eating the recommended 2 to 3 servings of fish a week.



Cervical Cancer
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.23.17

The number of deaths resulting from cervical cancer may be higher than 
previously thought.  Doctors at Johns Hopkins found black women are 
dying at a rate 77% higher and white women are dying at a rate of 47% 
higher.  Researchers say they have no longer included women who had 
hysterectomies in their count, since removing the cervix eliminates the 
risk of cervical cancer.

Sleep Apnea
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.24.17

Testing for obstructive sleep apnea, a condition which can block 
breathing, may soon be a whole lot easier.  According to a new study in 
the Annals of Internal Medicine, simpler home sleep tests were as good 
as expensive lab test when it came to diagnosing patients.



Triglycerides
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.24.17

Doctors in Germany report even just a single rich meal, heavy in high-
fat foods, can spike your triglycerides, insulin sensitivity, and liver fat 
levels, which can lead to metabolic disease.

ADHD
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.25.17

New government data finds doctor visits to treat children for ADHD are 
on the rise.  Visits are twice as  high among boys ages 4-17 and 
stimulants are prescribed about 80% of the time.

Cancer Deaths
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  1.25.17



Fewer people are dying from cancer in the United States.  New research 
in the Journal of the American Medical Association shows a 20% 
decline in recent decades, but researchers caution cancer clusters are still 
prevalent in some areas, including the south around the Mississippi 
River where breast cancer rates are high and along the Texas-Mexico 
border where liver cancer rates are high.

Wellness Coaching
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.26.17

A new study in the Journal Obesity finds wellness coaching programs by 
phone can lead to significant weight loss.  Researchers say Kaiser 
Permanente members who voluntarily participated in the program lost an 
average of 10 pounds each.

Anxiety and Cancer
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.26.17



New research reveals a possible link between anxiety and depression 
and an increased risk of dying from certain cancers.  Researchers in the 
U.K. looked at data from 16 studies involving more than 160,000 
people.  They found those considered most distressed had higher death 
rates from cancers such as colorectal cancer, prostate and pancreatic 
cancers.

Heart Failure
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.27.17

Heart failure is on the rise in the United States.  The American Heart 
Association says the number of adults living with heart failure climbed 
to 6.5 million in 2014 and the number is expected to continue to go up.  
Experts say one reason for the increase is more people are surviving 
heart attacks, giving them a higher risk of heart failure afterward.

Melanoma
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.30.17



Experts predict that even though death rates from malignant melanoma 
may drop in the coming decades, the actual number of deaths may rise 
as people age.  Doctors say those at highest risk were born before 1960 
when the dangers of sun exposure were not yet known.

Snow and Heart
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.31.17

A new study at Harvard finds hospitalization for cardiovascular 
problems jump 23% two days after major snowfalls.  Researchers say 
there are several possible reasons why.  Those include issues caused by 
excessive snow shoveling and in some cases delays getting to the 
hospital during the snow emergency.

Blood Pressure Genes
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.1.17



A genetic discovery made by scientists in London could help doctors 
identify patients at risk for high blood pressure.  Scientists from Queen 
Mary University studied 150,000 patients and found 107 new gene 
regions associated with high blood pressure.  Those regions may help 
researchers tailor and select treatment in the future.  They also identify 
the possibilities of new treatments.  The findings may help predict who 
will eventually develop hypertension in the future.  High blood pressure 
affects about one in three Americans and is a leading risk factor for heart 
disease, stroke and death worldwide.

Providers Join Forces
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.17

A couple of health care providers in our region are joining forces.  C 
Health and Holston Medical Group announced their new partnership 
today.  C Health provides care for thousands of people in southwest 
Virginia.  Holston Medical Group is based in Kingsport and tells us the 
partnership will make it easier for people to get medical care.  

Prostate Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.2.17



New research finds hormone treatment can improve the long term 
survival of men with recurrent prostate cancer.  The study in the New 
England Journal of Medicine applies to men who’ve had prostate 
surgery, followed by radiation.  Researchers say adding hormone 
therapy can reduce the risk of the cancer spreading and extend the 
patient’s life.

Dialysis
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.2.17

For patients with kidney failure, increasing the amount of dialysis does 
not appear to improve its benefits.  Researchers in Australia increased 
dialysis exposure to 24 hours a week, which is twice the standard.  They 
found no improvement in overall quality of life.

Virginia COPA
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.17



Wellmont Health System and Mountain States Health Alliance will get 
more time for review of its merger application in Virginia.  Our region’s 
two largest health care systems made the announcement just moments 
ago that the Virginia Commissioner of Health agreed to extend the 
review period for the application.  The hospital systems say the new time 
frame in Virginia will now more closely align with the review process in 
Tennessee.  In Tennessee, Wellmont and Mountain States must get a 
Certificate of Public Advantage.  That COPA must be deemed complete 
by the department of health by March 1.  If it is not deemed complete by 
that date, the health systems said they will ask for another extension in 
Virginia to ensure the review periods align.  The new time frame in 
Virginia sets a decision no later than June 15, provided certain 
milestones be reached prior to that date.

Child Poisonings
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.17

A new study warns children at home may be at risk of poisoning from 
medications meant for the family pet.  Doctors looked at more than 1400 
calls made to the Ohio Poison Center regarding vet medicines.  They 
found almost 90% of the children involved were less than five years of 
age.  Many picked up mediation spit out by the pet, or got into the pet’s 
food which had medicines.



Blood Pressure
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.10.17

A new pill to treat high blood pressure is showing promising results.  
Researches in Australia say all 18 patients in their trial had their blood 
pressure drop in 4 weeks.  The drug combines 4 common blood pressure 
medications.  Doctors say larger studies are needed.

Amphetamines 
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.10.17

Amphetamines such as speed, ice and ecstasy can accelerate the aging of 
the heart.  Research in the British Medical Journal shows prolonged use 
impacts men and women the same and can increase risk of stroke or 
heart attack.

Certificate of Need
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.13.17

The state of Tennessee has granted approval for a new hospital in Unicoi 
County.  Mountain States Health Alliance says it received a Certificate 
of Need from the Tennessee Health Services and Developmental 
Agency.  That certificate allows it to move forward on the construction 
for the Unicoi County Memorial Hospital on Temple Hill Road.  
Mountain States says construction is expected to bring in the coming 
months and the grand opening is planned for the fall of next year. 

Back Pain
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

The American College of Physicians is recommending drug free 
treatments such as yoga, massage and acupuncture to treat back pain 
instead of narcotics.  Low back pain is one of the most common reasons 
people go to the doctor.  

Blood Pressure
Length:  :20



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.14.17

A new study suggests aggressively targeting high blood pressure may 
help save more than 100,000 lives every year.  Researchers in Utah 
recommend lowering blood pressure levels from 140 to less than 120 to 
help prevent heart attacks and strokes in people at high risk.

Urgent Care Flu Cases
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.17

Wellmont Health System says in just the past week, its doctors have 
seen several hundred  new cases of flu, strep and stomach virus.  
Wellmont gave us the numbers for the cases at its urgent care facilities.  
A spokesperson told us at least 200 tests came back positive for flu at 
urgent cares in Johnson City, Kingsport, Bristol, Gray and Rogersville.  
Those same facilities have seen 176 cases of strep throat and 177 cases 
of stomach virus.

Flu Vaccines
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.17

Several Health Departments in Northeast Tennessee say they still have 
plenty of flu vaccine.  You can get a free vaccine at your local county 
health department.  Health officials say it’s best to get the vaccine now 
because it takes about two weeks for your body to build immunity.  The 
Tennessee Department of Health says this year’s flu vaccine is well 
matched to the strains of flu going around.  Health officials say getting 
vaccinated can reduce your chance of getting the flu by 60%.  

ADHD
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.16.17

A new study finds attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is associated 
with the delayed development of five brain regions.  Researches in the 
Netherlands also found that overall brain volume was smaller in people 
with the disorder.

Antibiotic Use
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

With the widespread rise of flu cases across the region, health experts 
want to make sure you know what antibiotics can and cannot do.  In fact, 
they say antibiotics will not help the flu, and could be harmful.   Doctors 
say treating a viral illness such as influenza or ever the common cold can 
lead to antibiotic resistance.  That can cause serious injury or even death 
when antibiotics lose their ability to effectively fight bacterial growth.  
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates over half 
of antibiotics are unnecessarily prescribed to children for coughs and 
colds, most of which are caused by viruses.  The CDC calls antibiotic 
resistance one of the world’s most pressing public health threats.

Merger Latest
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.17

The region’s largest hospital systems gave an update today on the status 
of their proposed merger.  They explained why they needed to delay the 
merger’s approval.  Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont 
Health System want to form a new company called Ballad Health.  On 
January 13, the Tennessee Commissioner of Health was going to say 
whether the merger was approved.  That same day, both companies 



requested a delay.  A couple of executives told us today they stand by 
that decision because it became clear the state needed more information.  
Mountain States and Wellmont told us today they have not submitted 
any new information since the delay.  They hope to provide that 
information in the next few weeks.  Both companies hope to have a final 
merger decision by June 15 in both Tennessee and Virginia, but they 
also told us that is not a hard deadline.

Keeping Weight Off
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.21.17

Keeping weight off could be as simple as a few supportive phone calls.  
Researchers at the University of Wisconsin looked at 2 groups over a 56 
week period.  One group had consistent follow up phone calls and visits 
with dieticians.  The other group did not.  The group that kept in touch 
kept better tabs on their weight and did better in keeping the weight off.  
The group that did not keep in touch put on more than 5 pounds on 
average.

Exercise and Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.22.17



The most important lifestyle change a breast cancer survivor can make is 
to get exercise.  A Canadian study shows exercising can help prevent a 
recurrence of the disease.  The research reveals gaining weight after 
breast cancer treatments can increase the risk of dying from cancer.  
Doctors recommend at least 30 minutes of exercise, five days a week.

Brainy Students
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.23.17

A new British study finds intelligent teen students are less likely to 
smoke cigarettes.  But the same study showed they are twice as likely to 
drink alcohol and use marijuana.  Researchers say those patterns 
continued into adulthood.

Sleep
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.27.17



Most women under 45 with children at home are not getting the sleep 
they need.  A nationwide survey tracking more than 5 thousand people 
found only 48% of women with children are getting at least 7 hours of 
sleep each night.  Having children in the house was not linked to how 
long men slept.

Epilepsy
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:00pm
Air Date:  2.28.17

New data on epilepsy shows children and teens can benefit from the 
same drugs used to treat adults.  Doctors in Los Angeles say the findings 
offer new hope for young people and their families dealing with 
seizures.

Brain & Viral Stories
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.17



Scientists at the University of Pennsylvania report for the first time that 
activity in certain regions of the brain may explain why some stories on 
the internet go viral.  Doctors studying brain patterns of 80 people could 
predict which news articles ended up being shared the most.

Breast Cancer
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.1.17

New research reveals what young women can do to help prevent breast 
cancer.  A University of California study showed women who have a 
poor diet during their teen and young adult years have a 35% higher risk 
of developing breast cancer before menopause.  Researchers discovered 
a diet low in vegetables and high in sugar, red and processed meats, and 
margarine is linked to high levels of inflammation in the body which can 
lead to cancer.

Concussions
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.1.17



Columbia University researchers say female athletes are 50% more 
likely than male athletes to have a sports-related concussion.  
Researchers also found all athletes who suffered a previous concussion 
were 3 times more likely to have another concussion.

Exercise for Cancer
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.3.17

A new study finds exercise works better than medication to reduce 
cancer-related fatigue.  Researchers from the University of Rochester 
also found that psychological therapy is another helpful intervention.

Kids Migraines
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.6.17

There is new hope for children with severe migraines.  Researcher in 
Phoenix say a minimally invasive treatment administered through the 
nose can provide months of relief.  They say the treatment is safe and 
effective and only takes minutes for a child to feel relief.



Free Health Fair
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.7.17

In a couple of weeks, folks in southwest Virginia can get some free 
health care services.  These are services to help prevent and manage 
your health.  On Wednesday, March 22, the Health Wagon says it will 
be at Zion Family Ministries in Wise, Virginia.  The next day it will be 
at Valley View Freewill Baptist Church in Clintwood.  The Health 
Wagon says it is recruiting the help of medical staff and students from 
East Tennessee State University.  Some of the free services will include 
hearing test and vision screenings, sports and school physicals, and you 
can also get blood work done.  You can call the Health Wagon for more 
information.

School Closed
Length:  1:25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.8.17



Health officials confirmed a case of meningitis at an area school.  They 
also identified two suspicious cases at Chilhowie Elementary School in 
Smyth County, Virginia.  As a precaution, school officials decided to 
shut down the school tomorrow and Friday.  The Mount Rogers Health 
District of the Virginia Department of Health told us one meningitis case 
was confirmed Tuesday.  Since then, health officials identified two 
suspicious cases at the school.  Health department officials told us they 
do not know the specific type of meningitis but said it is highly 
suspicious for bacterial meningitis.  That is the most concerning kind of  
meningitis, but health officials say it is not highly contagious, “This is 
not a casual contact kind of situation as far as people who were maybe in 
the same room as this person or even maybe on the same bus as this 
person need not be concerned about their possibility of getting 
meningitis.”  The health department distributed antibiotics to the 
families of patients to prevent them from getting meningitis.  The health 
department told us it did not recommend closing Chilhowie Elementary.  
However, as a precaution, school officials decided to cancel classes 
tomorrow and Friday.

Meningitis
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.9.17

Health officials confirmed a second case of meningitis at a southwest 
Virginia elementary school.  As we reported Wednesday, the Virginia 
Department of Health confirmed one case at Chilhowie Elementary 
School in Smyth County.  At that time, health officials told us they also 
identified two suspected cases.  Today, we learned one of those cases 



turned out to be positive.  Health officials told us the positive case is a 
sibling of the first confirmed case.  As a precaution, Chilhowie 
Elementary School officials cancelled classes today.  The school will 
remain closed tomorrow.

Carter County Schools Illness
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.9.17

Illness forced school leaders in Carter County to cancel classes.  Carter 
County Director of Schools Kevin Ward told News Channel 11 Carter 
County Schools will be closed tomorrow and Monday.  He said illnesses 
like the flu, stomach virus and strep throat continue to plague 
attendance.  Carter County Schools closed one day last month due to 
illness.

Sulphur Springs Bed Bugs
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.9.17



Exterminators are trying to get rid of some bed bugs at a Tri-Cities 
school.  The exterminators reported to Sulphur Springs Elementary in 
Jonesborough tonight.  Washington County Tennessee Director of 
Schools Kimber Haliburton told us a teacher found a bed bug at the 
school yesterday.  This comes after 2 bugs were found 3 weeks ago, but 
it was not confirmed if those were bed bugs.  Exterminators sprayed the 
classroom and there was no sign of bugs until yesterday.  Haliburton 
said the exterminators were in the room again tonight spraying.  They 
believe there is no need to move students into another room.  Haliburton 
says the kids have been putting their belongings in plastic bags as a 
precaution.

Bed Bugs Gone
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.17

The Washington County Tennessee School System says Sulphur Springs 
Elementary no longer has bed bugs.  Special Projects Manager Jared 
Adams told us last night’s extermination efforts at the Jonesborough 
school were successful.  Crews sprayed one of the classrooms inside the 
building after a teacher found a bed bug on Wednesday.  

Meningitis Update
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Smith



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.17

The Smyth County Virginia School System says Chilhowie Elementary 
School will reopen Monday.  This comes after two siblings at the school 
contracted meningitis.  The Virginia Department of Health now says 
both cases are bacterial meningitis.  Another suspected case of 
meningitis at the school has not been confirmed.

Fertility
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.17

Women who undergo fertility treatment but do not get pregnant are 
nearly 20% more likely to develop long-term cardiovascular disease 
later in life.  That’s according to a Canadian study.  Researchers suggest 
as women age, they remind their doctors if they had fertility treatment 
years earlier.

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  3.14.17

Patients who survive Hodgkin’s Lymphoma face a higher risk of 
developing a second type of cancer.  The Institute of Cancer Research 
says the most common include lung, breast and skin cancers, as well as 
non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  The study says the risk is highest for 
patients with a family history of those diseases.

Child Diabetes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.14.17

Children who spend three or more hours a day looking at screens may 
face more risk factors for developing diabetes.  A study in the United 
Kingdom says those factors include higher body fat, as well as insulin 
resistance.  They suggest reducing screen time may reduce the risk for 
type 2 diabetes.

Painkillers
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.15.17



We have a new warning about combining painkillers with anti-anxiety 
medications.  A study in the British Medical Journal finds taking opioids 
with benzodiazepine anxiety drugs is linked to a higher risk of opioid 
overdose.

Breast Cancer
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.15.17

Many older, early-stage breast cancer patients may be receiving more 
radiation than they need, which increases treatment and health costs.  
That’s according to a new study from Duke University Medical Center.  
Previous research shows these women can often safely have four weeks 
of radiation instead of the usual 6 weeks. 

ETSU Opioid Task Force
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.20.17



Tennessee House Speaker Beth Harwell dropped by East Tennessee 
State University today.  It was for a special meeting with the state’s 
Drug Abuse Task Force.  The group is working to find a solution to 
Tennessee’s drug abuse epidemic.  The group is made up of several state 
lawmakers.  As they consider legislation to combat the problem, they 
heard from several leaders in the Tri-Cities about the methadone clinic 
opening in Gray later this year.  Speaker Harwell says the clinic could be 
used as a model for other parts of the state.  The clinic now being called 
Mountain Recovery is expected to open in late July or early August.

Healing Hands
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.17

A month from tonight, a Tri-Cities non-profit will provide free dental 
care for Veterans.  The Healing Hands Health Center is hosting its 
second annual Dental Day for Veterans on April 21.  Services will 
include x-rays, cleanings, exams and extractions.  

Smyth County Meningitis
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show: 11pm
Air Date:  3.21.17



Health officials say there are no new cases of meningitis in Smyth 
County, Virginia.  This comes after they confirmed two children 
contracted the illness.  Earlier this month, Chilhowie Elementary closed 
for a couple of days after learning about those cases.  It was only 
confirmed after the school closed that 2 siblings had bacterial 
meningitis.  

Urgent Blood Donations
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.17

A Tri-Cities blood donation center says it is in urgent need of donors.  
Blood Assurance says the universal blood supply has declined because 
of donors traveling for spring break and illnesses impacting the 
community.  Blood Assurance says the blood goes to hospitals here in 
the Tri-Cities region.  

Age Reversal Drug
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.24.17



Scientists say they are a critical step closer to developing a drug that 
actually reverses aging.  An article in Journal Science says researchers 
have identified a molecular process that repairs DNA damage from old 
age and exposure to radiation.  The author says it could be on the market 
in less than 5 years.

Women and Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.24.17

Women who are treated for cancer during their childbearing years are 
more likely to give birth prematurely.  They may also be more likely to 
have abnormally small babies.  A study in Journal of Medical 
Association Oncology suggests when young cancer patients weigh their 
treatment options; they consider their impact on fertility.

Nut Allergies
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.27.17



A new study suggests just because one kind of tree nut triggers an 
allergic reaction does not mean you should avoid them all.  Doctors in 
Illinois recommend supervised testing for people with allergies after 
finding more than 50% of allergic patients did not have a reaction to all 
the nuts they thought they would.

Breastfed Babies
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.27.17

Breast feeding your child could lead to some quieter times later.  
Physicians in Ireland say babies breastfed for six months may be less 
hyperactive at age 3.  They say more study is needed.  

Appendicitis
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.17



A new study suggests antibiotic treatment is safe and effective in most 
cases of acute appendicitis in children.  Doctors in China found the non-
surgical approach successful in 90% of cases involving uncomplicated 
disease.

Tuberculosis
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.17

Researchers report progress in developing the first rapid blood test to 
diagnose and assess tuberculosis infections.  Doctors say it may 
eventually help combat TB infections worldwide and cut down on false 
negatives.

Appalachian Health Fair
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show: Noon
Air Date:  3.29.17

An event to provide free medical care is coming to southwest Virginia 
this weekend.  The Appalachian Health Fair takes place Saturday from 
10 until 4 at Grundy Town Center.  Health care professionals will 



provide numerous services including cholesterol, blood pressure and 
blood sugar checks, vision screenings and immunizations.  You can also 
bring any old prescription medication for safe disposal.

Hiking for ALS
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.17

A New Jersey man is on a mission to find a cure for ALS.  He’s doing 
that by hiking the Appalachian Trail.  Steven Riecker’s resting up 
tonight in the Tri-Cities.  His journey began a month ago in Springer 
Mountain, Georgia.  He will hike 2200 miles until he gets to Maine.  
Riecker told us he is raising money in honor of his best friend, Roger 
Pierson, who was recently diagnosed with the disease.  He wants to raise 
$1 million.  The money will go to ALS research.  So far, Riecker has 
raised more than $10,000.  You can donate by going to hike4roger.com.  

Free Dental for Vets
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.30.17



Healing Hands Health Center tells us all the appointments for its second 
Free Dental Day for Veterans are filled.  Services available to veterans 
on Friday, April 21 include x-rays, exams, fillings, cleanings and 
extractions.  This morning, Healing Hands told us it could still use 
volunteer dentists and dental assistants for the event.  

ETSU Relay for Live
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.17

Nearly 1,000 East Tennessee State University students joined the fight 
against cancer this evening.  The mini-dome hosted the university’s 
annual Relay for Life event.  It wrapped up just moments ago.  In 
addition to walking laps, plenty of activities kept teams busy.  The 
theme of this year’s student organized event was Passport to Hope.  The 
money raised at the event will go to the American Cancer Society for 
research and programs and services provided in our area.

EpiPen Recall
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.31.17



Mylan, the maker of the emergency anti-allergy mediation EpiPen, 
expanded its recall of the drug to the United States because the allergy 
shots may not work.  The recall covers 13 lots distributed from 
December 2015 through July 2016.  Mylan says it will replace recalled 
products at no charge.  Mylan did not say how many devices are 
impacted by the recall.



  





 

 

      



 

 



 

 

  



 

 



  








