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The picture postcard views around Big Sur vanished this summer as 
record wildfires closed the highways and hotels, keeping everyone but the 
firefighters from one of the central coast’s crown jewels.  Bob Baird, the 
supervisor of the Los Padres National Forest puts the fires out. 
 
Bob Baird: The terrain is incredibly complex. It’s rugged California with 
some of the steepest terrain in the lower 48. 
 
Summer wildfires in the West have been burning bigger, hotter and faster 
over the last several years, consuming not only the landscape, but the 
budget of the agency charged with fighting the fires. 
 
Robert Bonnie, the head of the us forest service, has spent the last four 
years trying to get congress to treat fires more like natural disasters. 
 
Robert Bonnie: We need congress to act and we need them to act now. 
 
That would shift the cost off the forest service ledgers and over to funds 
used for emergencies like hurricanes, tornadoes and floods. 
 
Robert Bonnie: If you look back about 20 years, the forest service spent 
about 1/6th of its budget on fire and firefighting...last year in a bad year, we 
spent north of 60% on fire related expenses. It was close to $3 billion 
dollars last year, out of an agency budget that’s about 5 billion so you can 
see that the agency is being more and more less a forest service and more 
a fire service. 
 
The Los Padres National Forest - is ground zero for one of the summer’s 
worst fires, now surpassing 120-thousand acres. 
 
Thousands of firefighters are using fire to fight fire. Not to mention the 
helicopters, bulldozers, and fleets of water trucks. All this at a cost of $210 
million and counting. 



 

 

With extreme fires consuming so much of the forest service’s budget 
programs designed to prevent fires are in jeopardy. In fact, in 2015, the 
forest service had to take $700 million from prevention programs and put it 
into firefighting. 
 
It’s not just a lack of rain that causes wildfires to wildfires to burn out of 
control. 
***These flammable landscapes become far more volatile when the money 
isn’t there to manage pests like the tree killing bark beetle. They will burrow 
around the tree in the layer that actually carries the water up to the top of 
the tree.**** 
 
Fire captain Mike Lindbery works on some of the biggest fires across the 
country. He says 
 
Mike Lindberry: They’re estimating 60-million trees are dead standing right 
now all over the state. 
 
Lisa Fletcher: And what is the translation for a firefighter? 
 
Mike Lindberry: The translation for a firefighter is one, faster moving more 
deadly fires and the fact even while they’re fighting these fires there’s the 
danger of the trees dropping on them at any point. 
 
Lisa Fletcher: And you already had one firefighter killed with a tree 
dropping on them. 
 
Mike Lindberry: There was a firefighter killed last week from a tree 
dropping on him, that’s correct. 
 
Forest fires produce a double jeopardy. After crews extinguish the flames 
the barren landscape creates a threat for mudslides and poisoning local 
water. 
Robert Bonnie: We don’t have the resources we need to invest in 
reforestation, and we have a substantial backlog, I think it might be as 
much as 5 million acres of areas where we’d like to plant trees post fire and 
we essentially can’t. 
 
Mark Gerwe’s been on the front line for months. 



 

 

 
Lisa Fletcher: Is this a disaster? 
 
Mark Gerwe: Absolutely it's a disaster...and uh, for congress and 
Washington not to recognize that, and start giving us what we need to do 
our job...I think they need to take a hard look at that and understand that 
this is, this is what's going on. 
 
For years, the house and senate have been at an impasse over how to pay 
for putting out the biggest wildfires. 
 
Lisa Fletcher: People out there are tired of hearing about so many 
committees and so many people involved that can’t come to an agreement. 
 
Bonnie: That’s exactly right - this is an issue where there is broad 
agreement and we need to fix it. It’s absolutely clear... I think this is 
becoming more and more an issue that many Americans see every day and 
think the anger is for not getting on top of this faster, for congress not 
acting, is growing. 
 
And so are the fires. More than 14 million acres have burned in the last two 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

2News on KJZZ 
 
Diesel Brothers lawsuit (Aired 1/3/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Reality TV personalities, the Diesel Brothers are being sued by Utah Physicians 
for a Healthy Environment who claim their business and affiliates’ alterations to 
diesel vehicles result in significantly higher levels of emissions. UPHE 
spokesperson Denni Cawley said the emissions released by just one of the 
altered vehicles is staggering. The EPA, Cawley said, considers 40 of the 
pollutants in the emissions to be hazardous, including 15 potential carcinogens. 
The suit calls for the Woods Cross-area company and its affiliates to stop 
deleting and tampering with the pollution control systems in diesel trucks and to 
reverse these alterations. 2News reached out to the Diesel Brothers. Acting upon 
advice from their lawyers, they declined to comment. 
 
Preparing for Flooding (Aired 01/09/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Snow and 
ice made for treacherous conditions on sidewalks and streets. With temperatures 
now on the rise, flooding is the next concern. U-Dot crews are trying to get ahead 
of the mess and they say for the most part, it’s working. They say they had a few 
problems where areas had culverts that were backed up, but no homes were 
damaged. Crews stockpiled sand bags and cleared culverts to prevent flooding 
or damage. The viewer learns what U-Dot officials are doing to prevent flooding 
in the area as the temperatures increase and the water rises. 
 
Southern Utah Flooding (Aired 01/09/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – 
Washington County and areas like Zion National Park are under a flood warning. 
At the time of the story, they were not worried about the nearby neighborhood 
that could be hit. Officials say the area is getting more than one million gallons of 
water per minute. Experts say the water is good for feeding the drinking water 
supply. The viewer learns what the situation is in Southern Utah concerning 
flooding in the state. 
 
Zion National Park Rock Slide (Aired 01/16/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – 
Mother Nature is causing problems at the main scenic road in Zion National Park, 
which is still closed after a big landslide. The park team is using a fire hose to 
blast the base of the hill and bring down the two remaining boulders. Crews are 



 

 

hoping to have the road opened by the end of the week. The viewer learns how 
crews are working to open a popular road that is closed down. 
 
Rock debris clearing technique (Aired 1/17/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – A water cannon was used to blast rock and debris that tumbled on 
the scenic road into Zion National Park. Park rangers estimate 200 million tons of 
rock came down, covering the entire scenic road. Dynamite is usually used to 
bring dangerous boulders down, but fire personnel used water cannons as a way 
to protect surrounding elements. Park officials say the method was easier and 
cheaper way to deal with potential dangerous situations like these.  
 
Clean Air Proposals (Aired 1/17/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Several proposals aimed at improving air quality are heading to Utah lawmakers. 
Salt Lake City Mayor Jackie Biskupski proposed an energy efficiency and air 
quality ordinance to Salt Lake City Council for their consideration. The proposed 
market-based ordinance would eliminate over 98 tons of criteria pollutants from 
Salt Lake City’s air each year by phasing-in new requirements for buildings over 
25,000 square feet. An emission testing amendment is also in the works, which 
would set forth a baseline testing requirement for large to medium diesel 
vehicles. Another proposal would replace antiquated school buses with better-
performing, lower-emission vehicles. 
 
TRAX Tracking Bad Air (Aired 01/18/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – How does 
inversion affect your life? Researchers at the University of Utah are trying to 
pinpoint the answer to that question using a state-of-the-art, real-time monitoring 
system. The sensors, placed on top of the Trax train, track the air as they go 
about their routes. The viewer learns what researchers are doing to track the air 
across the valley and help make changes to clean the air. 
 
Snow packed Ogden Valley (Aired 1/25/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) 
- Data from the Natural Resource Conservation Service shows the Weber County 
area is at about 175 percent of average for snowfall. NRCS forecasters said 
much of northern Utah is at or near normal snow pack levels for what would be 
expected on the first of April. While the snow means heavy digging for the people 
who live here, it is a very welcome sight at the ski resorts, including Powder 
Mountain which is reporting a 124” base. The snow in the Ogden Valley area is 
concerning for state Wildlife officials, who announced the are sending crews to 

drop food pellets for wildlife that are searching for food.   
 



 

 

Bad air keeps kids inside (Aired 1/31/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – 
Poor air quality is to blame for causing districts along the Wasatch Front to offer 
indoor recess to students Tuesday. When the health department or the 
Department of Air Quality report PM2 particulate levels as moderate or above, 
schools will begin offering indoor recess to their students. Michael Douglas, 
principal of Howard R. Driggs Elementary School, said his students particularly 
benefit from recess breaks. 
 
Air pollution plane (Aired 2/1/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - Daily 
flights in a specially equipped airplane may help researchers better understand 
the fine particulate matter that makes up the inversion found along the Wasatch 
Front, according to one group. The Twin Otter airplane comes from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. It will fly between 1500 and 2000 feet 
above the ground to collect samples which will then be handed off to the Utah 
Division of Air Quality for analysis to determine the sources of the pollution. DAQ 
researchers say they already know a lot about the inversion cloud, but their 
understanding comes mostly from air quality monitors on the ground. They hope 
the atmospheric measurements will help them get a more solid idea about the 
sources of the pollutants and, in turn, implement restrictions on pollution sources 
when the inversion is at its worst. 
 
Farr West flooding (Aired 2/9/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A foul 
smell is settling in around a neighborhood in west Weber County where sewage 
has backed up and has flooded portions of dozens of homes. The backup began 
three days ago and has progressively worsened as snow melt saturates the 
ground. The sewer line was overloaded by the draining water, which was made 
worse by illegal sump pumps that Central Weber Water believes many 
homeowners have installed. A crew from the Sewage district is installing an 
emergency pipe to try and alleviate pressure on the sewer line. 
 
Garden City canal breach (Aired 2/10/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Rain and heavy snow pack caused a canal to breach in northern Utah. The 
flooding in Garden City left some residents with more than two feet of water in 
their basements. A few dozen homes are in the area, but only a handful were 
affected. Fire officials have seen three homes so far with significant damage. 
City officials turned the main road into a river. Nearly 30 volunteers came 
together to help the small community of Harbor Village. 

 



 

 

Tremonton flooding (Aired 2/20/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – 
Dozens of homeowners continued to clean up floodwater from their yards and 
homes in Tremonton. Luckily, no serious damage to people or property was 
reported. Tremonton residents who have been living in the area for four years 
say this is the second time their property has flooded. Tremonton’s mayor and its 
residents are hoping to work with UDOT to expand the underlying infrastructure 
and fix the drainage that keeps clogging up. 
 
Northern Utah emergency help (Aired 2/22/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - Box Elder County Emergency manager warns that Bothwell, 
Thatcher, Elwood and Garland are the areas with the most dramatic flooding -- 
which has now stretched for days. The county reported 30,000 bags have been 
filled with roughly 700 tons of sand for the most immediate response; and a 
dozen members of the Utah National Guard arrived in Tremonton, Utah, with a 
machine to automatically fill the bags at the Box Elder County Fairgrounds. The 
Red Cross was scheduled to hold an open house at the Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church in Brigham City for those affected by the flooding. 
 
Eden Mudslide (Aired 2/22/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - An 
enormous mudslide 150' wide slid into the side of an Eden home in the Nordic 
Valley neighborhood Saturday night. Weber County crews were on scene 
Wednesday to assess damages. The county engineer said the warm and wet 
conditions contributed to the mudslide. Weber County Engineer Jared Andersen 
said the amount of moisture is saturating the ground. Andersen said dislodged 
debris redirected runoff from clogged culverts. Crews continued to work to get 
the flow back on track while a specialist investigates. The American Red Cross 
offered emergency shelter to the McGraths while they continue to sort out 
repairs. 
 
Shed antler gathering closure (Aired 2/22/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - For nearly a month, officers with the Division of Natural Resources 
have seen an increase in the amount of people illegally gathering shed antlers in 
the Iron County area. Usually gathering is legal, but due to the safety of deer in 
areas around the state this year, there was a temporary and state-wide ban 
initiated on Feb. 3, that makes shed antler gathering illegal until April 1. Josh 
Carver with DNR said the reason for this ban is to eliminate the stress from the 
deer populations in the winter range areas because right now, at the tail end of 
the winter season, is a crucial time for these animals. Those who continue to 



 

 

gather can facing $250 fines. Until the ban is lifted April 1, DNR officers are 
asking the public to keep your eyes open and report any illegal activity going on. 

 
Warm Weather and Flooding (Aired 03/14/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Blue 
skies, warm temperatures and high snow pack. Some people see this 
combination and worry that it’s a red flag for flooding. Snow experts say this is 
actually the potential for a *best* case scenario. The viewer learns about the 
flooding situation, that has had so many up north worried, and how Mother 
Nature maybe helping the flooding potential decrease.    
 
Prepping lawn equipment for spring (Aired: 3/21/17 @ 8am KJZZ, 2:30 
minutes) – An expert with Home Depot explains how homeowners should 
prepare their lawn equipment for the spring.  She also gave viewers different 
ideas on ways to eliminate the use of gas powered equipment when doing lawn 
work.  She says homeowners should try to use electric tools instead of gas 
powered ones.  If home owners use gas, there are ways to make it safer for the 
environment.  She says to get fuel stabilizers or buy ethanol free gas. 
 


