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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

JAN 01 
30 min. 

 
01/01/2017 — Full Measure interviewed the U.S. governor who recently 
vowed he'd "no longer speak to the press ever again." That governor is 
Republican Paul LePage of Maine and he’s been embroiled in controversies 
stemming from his dislike of the press, and his unorthodox ways, which 
some find offensive or worse.  
 
His supporters think he’s a straight-shooter who’s become a political target 
in part because of his aggressive push to reform The Welfare State. Full 
Measure explores his effort to get Mainers off the dole and whether it’s a 
model for the rest of the nation. 
Maine is known for scenic water views, an abundance of lobster and its 
reputation as a welfare state.  
 
But this summer, Governor Paul LePage’s effort to reform that reputation 
was threatened by an expletive-filled voicemail he left a critic over whether 
his policies are racially-motivated. 
 
Governor Paul LePage Voicemail: “I want you to prove that I'm a racist. I've 
spent my life helping black people and you little son-of-a b---- socialist ----
sucker.”  That drew national attention and calls for him to resign. 
 
Rachel Maddow Show: “This is by no means an exhaustive catalog of 
Governor Paul LePage, his controversies and his fights and even his public 
smearing. That would take way too long.” 
 
But LePage insists he’s not going anywhere and will continue pushing 
aggressive welfare reforms, which helped him get elected in 2010.  That 
year, a full 36% of Maine’s budget was spent on welfare like food stamps 
and cash assistance. 
 
Call Center Operator: “We’ll either call you back today or tomorrow.” 
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LePage: “I am the example, the poster child for the American dream, and 
you don’t [do] it by taking. You do it by giving and earning what you have. 
 
Call Center Operator: “Let’s go ahead and look at your expenses as well.” 
 
LePage has launched a crackdown on fraud after discovering a shocking 
detail nobody else had unearthed; millions of dollars in food stamps 
intended for needy Maine residents were being spent in far-flung locations 
like Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
 
Sharyl Attkisson: “What does that tell you?” 
 
LePage: “It tells me that it doesn’t work (laughs). That’s what it tells me. It 
tells me that there’s nobody check, looking after the chicken coop.” 
 
Tom Roth leads the effort to catch welfare cheats. 
 
Tom Roth: “We’ve got one large case that should be going for indictment 
soon that’s about a quarter of a million dollars in theft and that’s our 
largest case to date.” 
 
LePage has also pushed through a series of major welfare reforms. Maine 
was one of the few states with no restrictions on how long people could get 
cash assistance. Now there’s a five-year limit. Those convicted of drug 
crimes can be booted off welfare if they flunk a drug test. 
 
And then there are big changes to the food stamp program. 
 
LePage: “Food stamps is a copout. The difference between myself and 
those who say, ‘I’m bad because I don’t want to give them food stamps’, I’d 
rather teach them how to earn money so they can buy their own food.” 
 
Under revisions made in October 2014, Maine adults under age 50 with no 
dependents can only get food stamps if they enroll in vocational education, 
volunteer an hour a day or work 20 hours a week, if they’re mentally and 
physically able. 
 
After one year, the results were remarkable. The food stamp caseload of 
childless adults dropped more than 80% from above 13,000 to under 2600. 
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LePage: “I’ve met some people that in 2010 hated me. Hated me. I was, 
when I was campaigning about reforming welfare and I would just get these 
letters occasionally saying, “You were absolutely right. Now I’m not on 
benefits. I am self-reliant for myself. We’re productive. 
 
But the governor’s brand of tough-love has plenty of skeptics. Chantal 
Brouillard is a restaurant manager in Castine, Maine. 
 
Chantal Brouillard: “I think that, yeah, we can’t have a state that’s 
dependent on it, but I think he is potentially going to take away benefits for 
families and community members that really, really need it, and I think 
that’s scary.” 
 
State Senator Nate Libby, a Democrat, accuses the Governor of throwing 
the baby out with the bathwater. 
 
Nate Libby: “I think the Governor has sort of um created this sense in the 
state of Maine that all welfare is bad, and that you know, people should be 
cut off of the public assistance rolls at any cost, without sort of looking at 
the corollary effects of that.” 
 
LePage’s reforms and his running commentary on the causes of Maine’s 
social ills, have set off critics. Earlier this year, he said most Maine’s heroin 
problems are coming from black out-of-state drug dealers. 
LePage: “Guys that are named ‘D-money,’ ‘Smoothy,’ ‘Shifty,’ these type of 
guys that come from Connecticut and New York, they come up here. They 
sell their heroin. Then they go back home. Incidentally, half the time, they 
impregnate a young white girl before they leave.” 
 
Confronted by what he viewed as a hostile media and accusations he’s 
racist, LePage lashed out and said he wished it were the 1880’s so he could 
duel one of his critics. 
And he stood by his earlier criticism. 
 
LePage: “This is what I said. There’s a, we have a lot of people from 
Connecticut, New York, The Bronx, they come up to Maine with heroin. 
They’re killing our people. And yes, they move into, they find a woman to 
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move in with. And since we’re 99% white, it’s a white woman. Sorry, but it’s 
a fact.” 
 
Attkisson: “The words people use about you that you don’t like are often 
‘angry,’ ‘racist’… 
 
LePage: “Oh I’m racist?” 
 
Attkisson: Hateful.” 
 
LePage: “If I have something to say, I say it right out. And do I say things 
that are not politically correct? Yes. Will I continue? Yes. Do I get 
attention? Yes. All of the above. And I think you people worry too much 
about PC being politically correct, instead of the heart of the person.” 
 
LePage insists his heart is in the right place and his philosophies deeply 
rooted in personal experience. His grandparents came to Maine from 
Canada to work in the textile mills. He grew up in an abusive home, 
speaking only French. He’s the eldest of 18 children…most he never knew 
because he ran away at age 11. 
 
Attkisson: “Was it a tough upbringing?” 
 
LePage: “A major tough upbringing. Major. And to the point where I just 
couldn’t take it, and I left.” 
 
Attkisson: “What happened?” 
 
LePage: “It was a beating. Um a vicious beating. And I left home.” 
 
He lived on the streets until two families gave him work and took him in. 
 
Attkisson: “Some would say being someone who grew up in poverty, 
abused as a child, homeless for a time, that you should have the most kind 
of sympathy for people?” 
 
LePage: “I do.” 
Attkisson: “Going through that.” 
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LePage: “I am the most compassionate person for poverty that exist in the 
state of Maine, and the United States of America. You try growing up, can’t 
speak English, on the streets of Maine. I’m gonna tell you, you go to school 
with a hole in your shoe, and you get a piece of cardboard to keep it from 
freezing, and the fact that you’re living on the streets, you don't have a 
shower every day, and you tell me we don’t get discriminated against.” 
 
He a became successful businessman and father of five, including a young 
man he calls his adopted son, Devon, who is black. LePage says his street 
experience taught him what helps and what doesn’t. 
 
LePage: “July of 1964 we had a war on poverty, and we’ve thrown money at 
it, and then we turn around and walk away. But I roll up my sleeves, and 
work with people, and teach them how to get out of poverty.” 
 
On our visit, the governor took us to Capitol Clubhouse, a program that 
trains the mentally ill so they can earn their own paychecks. 
 
Clubhouse worker: “Thank you for visiting our clubhouse.” 
 
30 years ago, LePage was the first businessman in the state to hire so-
called transitional employees from a Clubhouse project.  Drowned out by 
the noise over the Governor’s controversies are his supporters and 
successes. 
 
Attkisson: What do you think of Governor LePage?” 
 
Shirley Anne Davidson: “I love him.” 
 
Attkisson: “Why?” 
 
Davidson: “Why? Because he’s not a politician. One of the things I agree 
with is the idea that everybody should be pulling their own weight.” 
 
Scott Mitchell: “His concerns about the state are spot on in regards to the 
things that need to change in the state of Maine. His approach is 
questionable. We all know that.” 
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While more people have been getting on food stamps nationally, it’s the 
opposite in Maine. Under LePage, the state’s food stamp enrollment has 
dropped 23%. Cash assistance cases are down 62%. And the amount of 
food stamp money spent outside of Maine has been cut almost in half 
 
Eric Brakey is a Republican state senator. 
 
Sen. Eric Brakey: “Welfare reform has been a very popular message here in 
Maine. Now maybe in some corners of you know, “The People's Republic of 
Portland”, uh may- maybe it’s not always not always as popular there. Um 
but, but statewide we, we see that um welfare reform is very popular. “ 
 
So popular, there’s a brand new law barring people from spending cash 
benefits on alcohol, tobacco, guns and tattoos.  And it was sponsored by a 
Democrat: Senator Libby. 
 
Libby: “A lot of Mainers are really surprised to learn that you can use state 
public assistance to buy cigarettes and alcohol. And I don’t think there’s 
anybody who thinks that’s a um an expenditure that helps pull somebody 
out of poverty.” 
 
As the sun sets on the LePage administration; he’s out in two years under 
term limits; he plans to stay the course. It remains to be seen whether 
Maine’s reforms will lead to more poverty, as some critics fear. 
 
For now, the state’s call centers sound a little less like a welfare state. 
 
Call Center operator: “This is definitely a temporary assistance. It’s not 
something that’s permanent.” 
 
And LePage says he’s out to reduce dependency, not make friends. 
 
LePage: “I don’t care. I wasn’t here to be liked. This is my story about uh 
being liked. When I want to be liked, I go get a dog. It’s unconditional love, 
and I have 3 now. I might have to have a 4th one before I’m done (laughs). 
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 
JAN 8 
30 min. 

 
For many Americans it's a foreign country and concept: Russia. 
With its onion-domed churches, red star symbols of communism, and of 
course, the mysterious Kremlin, the centuries old center of intrigue and 
power. It ruled the old Soviet empire and helped the US and allies win 
World War 2, then launched the decades old Cold War that brought both 
countries to the brink of a nuclear one. 
 
Now under Putin, the Russian bear has regained its swagger and the new 
threat isn't just the renewed reach of Russian weaponry, but also a new age 
of propaganda war conducted in mass media messaging. We were 
welcomed inside the television headquarters of RT, formerly known as 
Russia Today to see America through the reverse lens of the Russian 
media with political correspondent Anissa Naouai. 
 
Scott: How overall would you say America's perceived through the RT 
lens? 
 
Anissa Naouai: I think we point out stories and things about America that 
they American government would not like.  
 
Scott: RT tells us it is watched by 70 million people a week in 38 countries 
with a significantly stronger presence online, claiming to be the most 
watched news network on YouTube with some 4 billion views. It is also 
completely funded by the Russian government. 
 
Scott: Do you ever get any pressure from above to be tougher on America? 
 
Anissa Naouai: No, I've been very lucky. I'm American and I was not tough 
on America at all before I started working at RT, and it's not because RT 
made me tough, it's because I started to see, and it was even before, it was 
when I was studying in Russia, and someone asked me who won World 
War 2 and I said, America, and it was the first time I realized that I was 
living in a bubble. So maybe RT is lucky to have me because I'm quite 
critical of America in a way. But again, RT's goal is not to criticize America, 
it's to show another side of the story. 
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Scott: Whenever someone is funding something, it doesn't, there has to be 
a trickle down of some sort, doesn't there as far as how to present the 
news? 
 
Anissa Naouai: There has to, but that's how the news works all over. Every 
news channel, I mean you know how much it costs to run a news channel, 
so they know when they turn on RT, they know what they're getting. 
They're getting a channel that's funded by the Russian government. This is 
going to be the Russian perspective. 
 
And that perspective is often highly critical of the US media. CNN, a 
favorite target. But the broadcasts are designed for an overseas audience, 
and in fact isn't widely seen within Russia. So even with claims of 
worldwide viewership, the constant critique of America and its media has 
little impact on many in Moscow. 
Scott: Just how Russians perceive and portray Americans depends on 
where in the country you ask that question. But will also depend in the 
future a great deal on what happens next in American politics, under a 
Trump presidency. And here, some attribute trump's victory to Vladimir 
Putin. 
 
Yevgenia Albats: Mr. Putin is capable to elect American presidents; do you 
know that? Do you think it's you? Forget about this. If you listen to Russian 
TV then of course it is Vladimir Putin is God on earth, who has managed to 
elect a good president over the United States, good for the Russian people. 
 
Scott: Yevgenia Albats is editor of New Times what she says is the only 
independent weekly in the world's largest country. And in a constant battle 
of being drowned out by state-owned organizations which she claims, 
accounts for 70 percent of all media. How strong is that voice? How loud is 
that voice of propaganda? 
 
Yevgenia Albats: It's the loudest uh voice we have here in Russia. On a 
daily basis 24/7 they report to Russian people that there is one guy who's 
capable to save them, and his name is Vladimir Putin. 
 
Scott: You're an independent agency, do you still feel pressure from the 
government? 
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Yevgenia Albats: I mean of course we do feel pressure on a regular basis. 
 
Scott: Is it dangerous for you? 
 
Yevgenia Albats: You know everything is dangerous in this type of 
regimes, you never know. You never know. 
 
Scott: Including, she claims, presenting too positive an image of Putin 
opponents. 
 
Yevgenia Albats: And if you ask me am I going to be in printing two months 
from now? I have no idea. A month from now? I have no idea. 
 
Scott: Just as it's unclear if there will be any real thawing of relations in a 
country where there's long been a popular punch line: vyav-soom dya-na-
vat obama, meaning everything is Obama's fault. Trump's win has widely 
been seen as a Russian win too, reportedly even eliciting applause at the 
highest levels. But couched with a healthy dose of caution. 
 
Anissa Naouai: I think if you went on the streets of Moscow like you did, 
people would be hopeful but they were just as hopeful 8 years ago. And 
we're quickly disappointed. 
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Sharyl: In simple terms, what is the U.S. beef with China? 
 
Peter Morici: China doesn't play by the rules, whether it's trades, security 
issues, what have you. It's violating its neighbor's sovereignty in the South 
China Sea, militarizing the area, uh, it's making territorial claims that, that 
are unreasonable. And on trade, it cheats on its WTO commitments and as 
a consequence, we have a huge trade deficit with China that probably costs 
Americans about 2 to 3 million jobs. 
 
Sharyl: WTO is the World Trade Organization. 
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Peter Morici: Correct. China cheats on its commitments to the World Trade 
Organization in a manner that costs America about 2 million to 3 million 
jobs. 
 
Sharyl: In short order, what do you think President Obama has done right 
and what has he done wrong if anything related to China? 
 
Peter Morici: He has enabled China and that's the problem. He stood by 
while China built the islands in the South China Sea and what are 
supposed to be neutral waters, militarized them, intimidated their 
neighbors, and we've lost face with allies like uh the Philippines.  
 
In addition, uh he has tried to make China back down on currency and 
trade issues, but when the Chinese stand firm, he's flinched. So, by and 
large, it's been a policy appeasement, and this hasn't served American 
interests well 
 
Sharyl: What do you see as President Trump's biggest challenge coming 
in? 
 
Peter Morici: Well, you can't do anything about China without offending 
somebody in America. If you clamp down on Chinese investment coming in 
the 
United States to free up access for Americans, there'll be American 
businesses that will lose out because they, they hope to sell out to China.  
 
If you clamp down on trade with China, you have American companies 
invested, like General Electric, IBM, Ford, General Motors.  
 
Uh, if you challenge China uh in, in the Pacific, uh there is the potential for 
real conflict, but if you don't challenge China in the Pacific, it will grow to 
be the dominant power in the region and push out the United States.  
 
Forty percent of the world's shipping goes through the South China sea. 
The South China Sea has huge oil resources and has considerable mineral 
resources. Those belong to all the nations in the region, and China is 
taking them for their own. 
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Sharyl: China has militarized the China Sea. 
Peter Morici: Correct. China has basically created artificial islands and an 
air strip, and is putting military assets on those islands. In addition, it's 
using the money that it gains in trade from the United States and its huge 
trade surplus to build a string of 20 ports from basically the Eastern 
Pacific, all the way to the Persian Gulf in the Mediterranean, uh in addition, 
it's using those moneys to build a real Navy, one that can challenge the 
American Navy, not defeat it, but make our day. So, overall, uh we are 
enabling the creation of a regional power uh with disruptive intentions, uh 
that offers an alternative view of how our society should be organized that 
is not particularly sympathetic to American values of democracy and 
individual freedom. 
 
Sharyl: If, as you describe, nearly every course of action carries with it 
criticism and perils, what is it you advice President Trump to do? 
 
Peter Morici: Bite the bullet, and put up with the criticism and perils, and 
put China back in its box. 
 
 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

JAN 17 
30 min. 

On the eve of this great nation’s “peaceful transition of power” – there are 
challenges on a wide range of fronts. A flurry of last minute actions by the 
Obama administration is placing prickly issues on President-elect Trump’s 
plate. We’re looking into the Obama exit strategy. 
 
Darryl Issa: President Obama is not going softly into the night. He very 
clearly wants to leave what some call scorched earth, or at least troubled 
waters. 
 
Republican Congressman Darrell Issa questions the Obama 
administration’s 11th hour moves. Like the post-election retaliation against 
Russia for its alleged interference in our election, by hacking Democratic 
party emails. 
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Darrell Issa: I do believe that the retaliation if you will with Russia was 
appropriate for conduct, but it was appropriate for conduct going back 
weeks, months, or even years. And that's one of the challenges is, the 
Russians see this as the desperate act of a dying Administration, not as a 
measured response to their misconduct. 
 
The Obama Administration is also holding open the gates of Gitmo, 
releasing enemy combatants with suspected ties to Islamic extremist 
terrorists. And it’s delivered a final slap in the face to our strongest Mideast 
ally, allowing a UN vote condemning Israel for its settlement activities. 
 
Darrell Issa: I think that's, that's where President Obama is going to come 
up with shortages in his legacy because there's going to be an asterisk 
saying, basically President Obama had questionable actions during the 
transition. 
 
Sharyl Attkisson: The current Administration can make it easier or can 
make it tougher on the incoming Administration? 
 
Joshua Bolten: The outgoing President can do a lot to make it either easy 
or difficult for the incoming folks to operate, and most outgoing Presidents 
tend to do some of both. 
 
Josh Bolten was Chief of Staff under George W. Bush -- and was there for 
the transition when some Clinton staffers left on a bitter note. 
 
Sharyl Attkisson: Did they really take the Ws off the typewriters? 
 
Joshua Bolten: You know a few of the younger folks did, um, did pranks 
like that but we tried to downplay it because we didn't want that to be the 
story in the first few days of the Administration. 
 
George W. Bush: I’m here to listen. 
 
He says as with most transitions, the Clinton White House pushed through 
a lot of last minute regulations but was, for the most part, gracious. 
 
Sharyl Attkisson: What patterns do you see, if any, in this transition? 
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Joshua Bolten: For the most part my sense is the Obama administration 
has tried pretty hard to play things straight, to try to embed some important 
policies that they believe ought to be sustained, if possible, well into the 
Trump administration. 
 
Bolten defends Obama’s recent actions on Russia. And he’s against the UN 
vote against Israel--but doesn’t think the President was trying to cause 
trouble for Trump. 
 
Josh Bolten: I don't think it was intended as a discourtesy or a problem for 
the Trump Administration. If anything, it's an opportunity for the Trump 
Administration to, to show their support for Israel by trying to uh reverse 
what they can and what the Obama Administration did. 
 
Since election day, the Obama Administration has also made numerous, 
last minute proclamations. He’s put parts of the Atlantic and Arctic off 
limits to oil and gas leasing. And designated over a million acres of 
Western land as national monuments, possibly limiting access by Native 
Americans and those who use it for grazing. And he’s churned out 
hundreds of federal rules, nicknamed midnight regulations. 
 
Joshua Bolten: The Trump transition quite properly has a team of able 
lawyers and policy people monitoring what's going on, and making plans to 
try to reverse as much as possible immediately when the President takes 
office.  That’s not always easy—and often requires multiple votes in 
Congress. 
 
Darrell Issa: If a President, as this one has done, has nine separate 
regulations, all in the area of Medicare of Medicaid that they put in, in the 
last few weeks by the stroke of a pen, it would seem absurd to spend a 
week or two in the Senate for each of these eight or nine pieces of law. So 
Issa is pressing forward with a new bill to make it easier for Congress to 
roll back regulations by voting on them in groups. 
 
President Obama: We want to make them feel welcome as they prepare to 
make this transition. 
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Meantime, a time-honored transition tradition continues… rapid fire, last 
minute rollout of policies and federal rules… with the knowledge that the 
incoming White House will work to change them right back. 
 
Sharyl Attkisson: It almost seems like a big waste of time in a way for the 
sake of trying to make a point when an outgoing Administration gets these 
wheels going and the incoming has to then grind them to a stop. 
Joshua Bolten: It’s our system. It's part of the price we pay for having a 
system in which there’s a peaceful but very abrupt transfer of power and a 
lot of power from one group to the next, um, that happens at noon on 
January 20th. 

 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

JAN 22 
30 min. 

As the inauguration of President Trump brought huge crowds to 
Washington, we went in the opposite direction. Lisa Fletcher took the pulse 
of a Texas town on the incoming president. 
 
Mount Pleasant is about as Texas as it gets and proud of its main street 
American values. It’s where cattle was king, hard work handed down 
through generations, and where opportunity is still as open as the Texas 
sky. 
 
Mark Brundige: A lot of people around here, they’re dreamers. You know, 
you have a vision in your head of what you want and they went after it and 
they did it, and a lot of our industry here is independently owned 
businesses. 
 
Mark Brundige’s business is barbecue and Outlaw’s Bar-B-Que is a Mt. 
Pleasant landmark. 
 
Mark Brundige: We cook barbeque. The way that we do it is naturally what 
we think is the best.  We don’t have gas or anything in our pits. It’s one 
hundred percent wood fire. That’s traditional. 
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Brundige became an Outlaw, by marriage. His wife’s family started the 
smokehouse in 1978. For four decades, they’ve served heaping portions of 
Texas barbecue and a side of conversation. 
 
Mark Brundige: It’s a good place to gather ‘round and just have a good 
conversation basically. 
 
In Texas, political debate can be as hot as a habanero pepper. This election 
was no different. In the end, the county went two for one for Trump. The 
prospects for the new administration, well that’s still a hot topic. 
 
Jim Snyder: There’s hope coming and things are going to get better. 
 
Jim Snyder supported Trump, but the bitterness of a brutal election still 
lingers. 
 
Jim Snyder: When they called us “deplorables”, it was, it was hurtful, and I 
wanted to try and strike back a little bit because you know, we’re not 
deplorable. We’re just average American people that want things to be 
done the right way. 
 
Around the room, everyone has their wish list for the new President. 
 
Pam Dismukes: I want to get the trade between the countries fixed. 
 
Byron White: I’d actually like to see some reform in healthcare. 
 
Michael Whitney: I’m in retail, okay, anything that spurs consumer 
confidence, I’m good with. 
 
He had better come through with the things that he got elected on, I can tell 
you that. 
 
At his reserved spot, local pastor Clint Davis holds forth on holy issues 
and some not so holy, at what all call, the “confession corner”. 
 
Rev. Clint Davis: Donald Trump, in my opinion, he’s a bombastic blowhard, 
okay, and he’s always going to be that. But I think there’s another part of 
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him that’s an astute businessman, and so it was kind of like when I voted 
for him, and I did you know, but I held my nose. 
 
In Outlaw’s, the focus is on food and friends. The hot topics of Russian 
hackers, Trump tweets, and a billionaire President’s conflict of interests, 
driven by the daily news cycle, seem like Washington, a long way off and 
out of touch. 
 
Byron White: I think a lot of those things are just hot points to take the 
topic elsewhere and to take things off of what’s really important. 
 
Jim Snyder: I think there’s a bubble around D.C. where I think everybody 
sort of feels protected by the elite class, and out here in the country you 
know, we don’t have that feeling. 
 
And the question that will linger into the new administration will be if 
Trump can change Washington or if it will change him. 
 
Byron White: We’re not going to be, have a perfect administration, but I 
really think he’s gonna get a lot of what he said he wants to get done, he’ll 
get done. 
 
Rev. Clint Davis: Now is he going to solve it all? No, he doesn’t have a 
snowball’s chance of solving all the problems, but he could make some 
progress. But if he ends up being just a Republican President, then we’re 
going to be mired right where we are with a whole different set of 
challenges four years or eight years from now. 
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In the 1940s, Jan Ting’s parents faced a difficult path to American 
citizenship following a U.S. immigration ban on Chinese workers that 
lasted 61 years. 
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Jan Ting: '43 just opened the door to Chinese 100 a year. One hundred per 
year could come in as immigrants. 
 
Today, Ting is a law professor at Temple University—after serving as a top 
immigration official under George H.W. Bush. 
 
Ting: I teach citizenship and immigration law, among other things. 
 
Ting is also a strong opponent of sanctuary cities that shield illegal 
immigrants from deportation. That includes Philadelphia, where Temple 
University is located. 
 
Ting: I think that it is wrong, I think it endangers public safety, I think it 
endangers our law enforcement officers, and it's just short-sighted. 
 
Kevin Kamentez: it is our policy in general that Baltimore County police 
officers do not ask the immigration status of anyone that they encounter. 
That's not their job. 
 
Baltimore County executive Kevin Kamenetz supports his county’s 
sanctuary status even as he disputes the term. 
 
Kamenetz: And if you are otherwise here in this county and you haven't 
committed a crime, that is you're otherwise law-abiding, then we are not 
going to interfere with that relationship whatsoever. 
 
It’s a debate that’s raging across the country. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or ICE, has identified about 300 sanctuary jurisdictions that 
have varying policies of non-cooperation. They include four entire states: 
California, Connecticut, New Mexico and Colorado; and cities and counties 
in 25 other states and Washington D.C. 
 
Since 2014, these jurisdictions rejected more than 21,000 written requests 
from ICE to detain illegal immigrants who are accused of or convicted of 
crimes or considered a threat to national security. According to a new 
report from ICE, that put thousands of convicted criminals back on the 
street. 
 
President Trump has promised radical changes. 
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President Trump: “We are going to end catch and release. We catch 
em…oh go ahead…We catch em go ahead (crowd goes wild) under my 
administration, anyone who illegally crosses the border will be detained 
until they are removed out of our country and back to the country from 
which they came. 
 
Kamenetz says that’s a terrible idea. 
 
Kamenetz: Because it would make illegal immigrants afraid to report when 
they’re victims of crimes or even hesitate to provide information if they can 
help solve one. 
If our police officers were to start questioning anyone about their 
immigration status, then we would have some difficulties with that 
immigrant community. // why would we want to interfere with the 
relationship that we have if they were to somehow view our police officers 
as the immigration authorities? 
 
Critics offer a compelling counterpoint: cases of illegal immigrants 
trampling on the rights of U.S. citizens like Kate Steinle. Less than four 
months before her murder in 2015, San Francisco authorities had refused a 
request from ICE to hold her accused killer for possible deportation. He 
had five previous deportations and seven felonies on record. 
 
There are thousands of horrifying examples. 
 
Don Rosenberg: Especially in San Francisco, they become a protected 
class. Whatever they do, they get away with. 
 
Don Rosenberg's son, Drew was on his way home from law school in the 
sanctuary city of San Francisco when he was run over and killed by an 
illegal immigrant. 
 
Laura Wilkerson’s son, Josh, was murdered by a high school classmate 
and illegal immigrant with an arrest record. 
 
Laura Wilkerson: He hit him so hard in the stomach that it made his spleen 
go into the spine and it sliced it in two. Then, he tortured him by strangling 
him then, he put him in a field and he set his body on fire. 
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And Sabine Durden's only child, Dominic, was a 911 dispatcher in the 
sanctuary state of California when he was hit and killed by an illegal 
immigrant with a long rap sheet. 
 
Sabine Durden: He had a prior felony conviction, then he had a DUI. And he 
got put on probation with a DUI even though he had no license, no 
insurance, and no registration.  
 
So then he had another DUI while he was on probation for the first DUI. 
 
In one recent two-year period, more than 66-thousand illegal immigrant 
criminals were set loose after being arrested in the U.S. Among them, they 
had 166-thousand convictions; 30,000 for drunk or drugged driving, 414 
kidnappings, 11-thousand rapes or other types of assaults, and 395 
homicides. Within a year, thousands of them had already been re-arrested 
and convicted of new crimes in the U.S., including felonies and gang 
offenses. 
 
Ting: It’s not just Kate Steinle in San Francisco, although that was the 
highest profile cases. There are a vast number of, of brutal crimes 
committed against innocent Americans, um, by these people who were in 
custody, they were known criminals, and they were released because they 
were incarcerated in sanctuary city jurisdictions. 
 
Kamenetz: Criminals come in all sizes, shapes, and forms in this country 
and, and obviously, we, we don't have sympathy for them regardless of 
their immigration status. Uh, but I guarantee you, there are tens of 
thousands or millions more who are law-abiding and would become really 
great citizens because they stand for the very values that we care for. 
 
The controversy has only heightened with Trump’s election. There have 
been demonstrations at more than a dozen colleges and universities.  At 
least nine of them have declared themselves to be sanctuary campuses -- 
promising various levels of non-cooperation with U.S. authorities to protect 
their illegal immigrant students. 
 
At Ting’s Temple University, the Faculty Senate and student petitioners are 
calling for the school to join the movement. 
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Ting: I think the sanctuary cities policies are wrong in so many ways, 
whether they're from states and localities or from uh, you know, 
universities. 
 
Even before Trump’s election, the effort was underway to punish sanctuary 
cities. 
Congressman John Culberson, a lead Republican on the House 
Appropriations Committee, pressed Obama attorney general Loretta Lynch 
to urge sanctuary jurisdictions to cooperate with immigration officials or 
risk losing federal funding. 
 
Rep. John Culberson: If you expect to receive federal money comply with 
federal law. 
 
Fmr. Attorney General Loretta Lynch: We feel that that the way to deal with 
this issue immediately and directly is to have the policy change as well as 
to have the review of the grant program. 
 
Since then, the Department of Justice Inspector General has identified a 
top ten sanctuary list: California and Connecticut; Clark County, Nevada; 
Chicago and Cook County, Illinois; Miami-Dade County, Florida; Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; New York City; Louisiana’s Orleans Parish; and Philadelphia.  
But after a meeting with President Trump in November, New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio dug in his heels. 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: I talked to him about concerns about proposed 
deportations. That proposal countered and flew in the face of all that was 
great about New York City, the ultimate city of immigrants. 
 
Other sanctuary jurisdictions are also getting steeled for battle. 
 
Kamenetz: To somehow suggest in, in a political uh, fit here, to, to say 
okay, Baltimore County, we're going to take away the 110 million dollars 
you received of federal aid every year, well you know what that money 
actually goes to? It goes to senior citizens, it goes to people who have 
mental illness// I think it really is um, somewhat spiteful to hurt people who 
have nothing to do with the immigration issue, uh in order to achieve their 
political goals. 
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But Ting hopes the Trump administration acts quickly and forcefully. 
 
Ting: I think they need to announce clearly that uh they are going to use 
executive authority to cut off as much federal funding as possible, to uh all 
sanctuary cities, and if, if those communities want to litigate the issue, 
bring it on. 
 
 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

JAN 22 
30 min.     Russian Relations 
 

When Vladimir Putin wants to display Russia’s military might and prestige 
Kaliningrad is often his stage and NATO his intended audience.  The 
reason these Russian ships in Baltic waters, worry the rest of the world, is 
like any prize real estate it’s all about location. 
 
Kaliningrad isn’t even physically attached to mainland Russia. It is an 
armed enclave squeezed between Lithuania and Poland both NATO 
members and that makes this lesser-known property an armed perch, for 
any push, by Putin into Eastern Europe. 
 
The port’s position long cloaked in mystery and international intrigue, has 
been a strategic stronghold since the Soviets took and kept what was 
known as Konigsberg from the Germans after World War Two and the lives 
lost over this pivotal bit of land, aren’t lost on anyone. 
 
Nikoli Parikov: I can say Kaliningrad was very important. Uh, there was a 
very large uh, military, uh military presence. Both the land troops and naval 
troops. 
 
Nikoli Parikov was a captain in the Russian navy. He’s now a senior 
research member of its military museum here and knows the power of this 
port. 
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Scott Thuman: Many people in the west believe that this area is going to be 
very important again in this tension between Russia and the rest of the 
world. 
 
Nikoli Parikov: Well, I can say that Kaliningrad has never lost its 
significance, as the military enabled base since 1945. 
 
Russia is not exactly secret about some of its military moves NATO 
slammed Russia last November for military posturing when they deployed 
anti-ship missiles. In October, Russia sent nuclear-capable Iskandar 
missiles to Kaliningrad, a move Poland described as of the "highest 
concern". 
 
Scott Thuman: Are there Iskandar-are there Iskandar missiles here right 
now? 
 
Igor Rudnikov: Yeah, if we are talking about Iskandar missiles, uh so uh, m-
m-minister of defense confirmed that they were here-and we don’t know 
whether they are here or not because it’s kind of a demonstration of power. 
 
Igor Rudnikov is a member of parliament in Kaliningrad but was once a 
naval officer. We talked about the nuclear capable missiles, and their 
message. 
 
Igor Rudnikov: They can bring it, they can remove it. So the goal of all-of all 
these kind of threats is to make, you America to compromise or to take the, 
the conditions of Russia. 
 
Backing down does not seem to be the direction of NATO or the united 
states.  When we were in Estonia last year a NATO ally on Russia’s border 
and on edge over Putin’s buildup by land and by sea US troops were 
training and preparing for the mechanized divisions that are -now- on the 
ground and on the move. 
 
But the role of the US in NATO is in question under the new trump 
administration. We asked candidate Trump about it, last spring. 
 
Sharyl: What’s your idea about the purpose of NATO, and what do you 
think needs to  
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be changed about it? 
 
Trump: Nato wasn’t designed for terrorism, you know because a lot of 
countries would have to be added, some taken away frankly, and others 
added so maybe you need something new. But nato is obsolete, it’s about 
68 years old, it was designed for a different mission. 
 
The advice from two potential trump cabinet ministers in front of congress 
is pushing though, in a different direction including from the man who 
could be his secretary of defense. 
 
“I think right now the most important thing is that we recognize the reality 
of what we are dealing with, with Mr. Putin,” “we recognize that he is trying 
to break the north Atlantic alliance.” 
 
Scott Thuman: While old soviet subs like the foxtrot here are now 
considered a relic, many wonder aloud has Kaliningrad become yet again, 
the front line, in a new cold war.” 
While the signs of a Soviet time-iron fist are still plentiful, they don’t 
dominate the landscape as they have in decades past. The drumbeats of 
war, with roots that reach back over 750 year seem to be drowned out by 
the calls for peace. 
Even with ships and missiles and armies armed and poised. In the end 
Kaliningrad may be simply playing a character role in another great 
Russian drama. 
 
Scott: Is what’s happening right now just one big chess game between 
Russia and the rest of the world? 
 
It is very comfortable for the Russian government to make this image our 
powerful enemy because this explains why we have so many problems in 
our internal economy. 
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

JAN 29 
30 min. 

Populism is a movement driven by people who feel alienated by 
governments they see as elite and out of touch.  The sentiments that fueled 
the election of President Trump are being felt in some key European 
elections coming this Spring. 
 
President Trump: From this day forward, it's going to be only America first, 
America first. 
 
Scott: It was a mantra, that made a rookie politician, into a president. 
America's disconnected voters found a candidate to connect them to a 
growing demand to take their country back. The election of President 
Trump, may be the spark that sets the populist movement on fire around 
the world. 
 
Scott: It was just days after the inauguration that a Dutch politician, carried 
the call to all of Europe. His key note, the same that launched the campaign 
of Donald Trump. 
 
Scott: People have called you the Dutch Donald Trump. What do you make 
of that? 
 
Geert Wilders: Well, I'm the Dutch Geert Wilders, and I'm no Donald Trump, 
but there might be similarities between the movement of the people who 
are once again have a lot of discontent with both the former or even current 
administration in the United Kingdom, and so many administrations here in 
Europe. 
 
Scott: The similarities between Geert Wilders, the man running to be the 
Netherlands’ Prime Minister and America's President, go beyond the 
notable hair-do's, controversial tweets and almost identical slogans: his is 
'make the Netherlands great again.' Wilders, is one of Europe's loudest and 
most popular voices calling for closed off borders, a moratorium on 
mosques and even a departure from the European Union. 
 
Scott: So, what is the next step then in this movement for you? 
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Geert Wilders: Well the next step is that as in the United. It's a, as I said, 
democratic patriotic revolution. Those are not too strong words. It's 
happening. 
 
Scott: In contrasting the 'Arab Spring' of 2011, Wilders calls this, the 
patriotic spring in conservative, seaside village of Voldendam the chatter 
among card games is about the ill effects of immigration, stale politics, and 
Wilders. 
 
Man: He is the best of them all! He says the things that others do not say! 
 
Scott: Wilders is a semi-surprising twist in this country known as much for 
its openness as its windmills and wooden clogs. But there is little quaint in 
his message or his delivery. He has created a persona that has reach far 
beyond the Netherlands. When we were there, a film group was shooting a 
documentary on the politician who makes for political drama. 
 
Geert Wilders: Never trust the press, this is my first rule, the media is 
dominated by leftist, liberal Germans. 
 
Scott: Alexander Pechtold is a member of the Dutch parliament, a political 
enemy of Wilders. 
 
Scott: But, but it sounds like sometimes your voice, the voice of optimism, 
the voice of inclusion is being drowned out pretty loudly by the other side. 
 
Alexander Pechtold: The other side is screaming and for, for me I'm, I'm 
looking at the same problems. It's, of course, more difficult to, to show that 
the solutions are not black and white, are not that simple as closing the 
borders or building a wall a lot of politicians promise. So, we have to, to 
take it serious what's happening in the United States, what's happening not 
only in the Netherlands, but also in other parts of, of Europe, France, 
Germany, Austria, and even to Brexit in United Kingdom is in the same 
pattern. 
 
Scott: In other words, the floodgates have opened. From last year's vote for 
the UK to leave the European Union, to the resignation of Italy's prime 
minister, rise of the right wing's Marine Le Pen in France, and potential 
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political demise for one-time champion of the refugees, Germany's Angela 
Merkel in a tough reelection battle. 
 
Meindert Fennema is an author and columnist, documenting the populist 
movement and its worldwide spread. 
Scott: Speaking of, of that movement, what about the, the fact that 
populism has become so much stronger, so much louder all across 
Europe? 
 
Meindert Fennema: The populist movement is directed against the elite for 
two reasons: one, is that they, they blame the elite to have created Europe 
and they don't want Europe, they want their own national sovereignty, like 
the, the British wanted and um, and the second is that the, they blame the 
elite for having to, for allowing foreigners to come into the country. 
 
Scott: And while he calls Wilders and other strengthening leaders like him, 
harmful 
Meindert Fennema: If you don't like civil rights, then he is not dangerous. If 
you like civil rights, he is dangerous. 
 
Scott: Even Pope Francis this week warned against growing populism, 
comparing such movements to what was seen in Germany in 1933 and the 
election of Adolf Hitler. 
 
Scott: Just as that movement grows though, so does the criticism. It gets 
very loud. People are going to continue to say that what you stand for is 
hateful or discriminatory. 
 
Geert Wilders: Yes. Well, I never care about criticism. There always will be 
criticism and, and, just continue to fight for a growing amount of people 
that share our views and the vote of the people at the end of the day is the 
only truth that matters. 
 
Scott: Wilders, who is leading in the polls by the way, and other politicians 
like will be put to the test very soon Elections in Netherlands take place in 
March France will go to the ballot box in April and then all eyes will be on 
Germany, this fall. 
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 
FEB 5 
30 min. 

 
For working journalists putting together Full Measure each week, a chance 
to sit down and have a meal can be a rare treat. That’s even tougher when 
you’re on the road. So we had to share one of those special moments when 
Scott Thuman was on assignment in Kaliningrad, Russia and came across 
the most unlikely of eateries. 
 
Late at night in a foreign land and fending off hunger pangs a pizza pie can 
seem like a Godsend. But here, in a Kaliningrad, Russia, a spot rarely 
visited by any Westerners, we stumbled upon a story while scouring for 
food. This, is Obama Pizza. 
 
Scott Thuman: Why Obama pizza in Kaliningrad? 
 
Nikita (cook at Obama Pizza): This word sounds funny, let’s say, and it was 
very popular in 2013 when they opened this café and they decided to use 
this word. 
 
Scott Thuman: It may seem odd, the Russian store fronts with Cyrillic signs 
broken up by the name of an American president...and let’s be honest, it is. 
After all, a picture of Vladimir Putin hangs proudly on the wall here; then 
again, so does an image of James Dean. A peek at the menu and the pizza 
names run a confusing range from Freedom, to Texas, to Pearl Harbor. 
Locals tell us there’s a running joke these days in Russia: if anything is 
wrong, “just blame Obama.” 
 
Though there’s nothing wrong with this food. So will the signs soon be 
replaced, now that he has two? 
 
Scott Thuman: So now that there’s a President Trump, will you change the 
name? 
 
Nikita: No plans. 
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Scott Thuman: Do you like Donald Trump? 
 
Nikita: As our President Putin told, that, he’s a bright personality, we’ll see. 
We have no idea about him. 
Scott Thuman: And while our reserved pizza preparer doesn’t know that 
we’ll necessarily see our two leaders break bread one day, I did ask if he 
thinks our nations are likely to face off in another cold war. The response, 
easy to interpret. 
 
Nikita: Nyet! 
 
Scott Thuman: Simple, simple answer. No. 
 
 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

FEB 12 
30 min. 

 
Congressman Mark Walker: We’ve got to get the spending under control 
and we hope the Administration will also begin to make this a high priority 
as well. 
 
Congressman Walker heads the House Republican Study Committee. A 
coalition of conservative lawmakers and made up of some serious deficit 
hawks. 
 
Congressman Walker: Many of the members who are now serving had that 
as part of their platform in running for the United States Congress, it’s 
something that’s crucial, we’ve got to take on. 
 
Walker’s caucus includes Tea Party Republicans who rode to office in the 
2010 midterm elections campaigning for a rejection of Obama’s $800 billion 
dollar stimulus bill. One of them, Mick Mulvaney, is on track to be the next 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget. 
 
Mark Walker: Choosing Mick Mulvaney as OMB Director was the strongest 
message that fiscal responsibility is important. To me that laid down a 
huge line from this Administration saying that we are going to make fiscal 
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responsibility a high priority, I have huge confidence in Mick and hope he 
gets passed Senate confirmation. 
 
On November 9, 2016, Donald Trump said “We are going to fix our inner 
cities and rebuild our highways, bridges, tunnels, hospitals, we are going 
to rebuild our infrastructure.” 
 
But President Trump campaigned on promises to cut taxes and spend 
more. 
 
Donald Trump on Oct. 6, 2016: “We’re cutting taxes for the middle class, 
and I’ll tell you we are cutting them big league for the middle class.” 
 
Donald Trump on Dec. 6, 2016: We've got to start spending on ourselves 
but we've got to be so strong militarily, like we've never ever been before. 
 
Maya MacGuineas: I am worried. I am worried because I think a lot of 
promises were made in the campaign that have big price tags with them. 
We have over promised, we have over borrowed, we need to deal with that 
first. 
 
Maya MacGuineas leads a bipartisan group that studies US fiscal policy. 
She says Trump’s proposals would add another $5 trillion dollars to the 
debt. 
 
Maya MacGuineas: The question is, what policies, spending cuts, 
entitlement reforms, or new revenues is our political system willing to talk 
about? Because, the truth is, and voters know this, politicians aren't 
coming clean about this. They're not talking about these tough choices at 
all. 
 
Dean Baker: We can’t just say Oh we are going to cut back on government 
spending, we’ll balance the budget and don’t worry the private sector will 
fill that gap. I don’t see that story as making sense. 
 
Economist Dean Baker disagrees on debt. He thinks spending cuts could 
bring worse damage to the economy. 
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Dean Baker: It’s very hard to see how the debt is negatively impacting our 
standard of living now. I would argue that it's positively impacting it and 
that’s creating demand in the economy and if we didn’t have that demand 
from the budget deficit then we’d have fewer jobs, less growth. 
 
One pending clash could come between the President and his own party. 
Over half of the federal budget is spent on two programs Medicare and 
social security. That’s fixed. And it will take an act of Congress to change 
it. 
 
On May 24, 2011, Paul Ryan said, “We can save Medicare, but we have to 
reform it.” 
 
House Speaker Paul Ryan has spent years talking about reform. But he’s 
up against a President, who has promised there will be no cuts to Social 
Security, Medicare or Medicaid.  Even with a Republican president and a 
Republican Congress nothing can fuel a Washington fight like a battle over 
the budget. 
 
Congressman Mark Walker: Ultimately we have to remember as the 
legislative branch that we are the ones in charge of the Purse there may 
come a time, but to kind of guess or speculate, I think it’s a little early to 
tell, but ultimately we do have the fiscal responsibility in the House. 
 
 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

FEB 12 
30 min. 

 
Ambassador Ford: I have one big regret which is that the Syrians in the 
opposition always thought that we would send in our military to save them 
from Bashar al Assad. And as much as I told them it wasn’t going to 
happen, they didn’t believe me, they just told me ‘America, Statue of 
Liberty, Land of Freedom, they’ll come.’ 
 
But America didn’t come, not after Assad used chemical weapons on his 
own people in 2013, and not after he continued to violate ceasefire after 
ceasefire negotiated by former US Secretary of State John Kerry.  
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Joce Sterman: If the US had taken strong military action immediately after 
the use of chemical weapons by Assad and that speech about the red line. 
Do you think things would be any different? 
 
Ambassador Ford: Well I do. Had we done a short but stern strike we might 
have given impetus to the Syrian government to go to the Geneva talks and 
actually engaged seriously with the opposition to find a political settlement 
 
The civil war in Syria that began in 2011 as a tiny village protest against an 
unpopular president spiraled into chaos, as hundreds of opposition 
groups, including ISIS, fought for control of the country. More than 400,000 
Syrians have been killed, and the mass exodus of millions has created a 
crisis in Europe, and helped launch a populist movement around the world. 
 
Joce Sterman: Outside of those very obvious humanitarian concerns, can 
you tell us why should the average Americans care in terms of strategy in 
Syria? 
 
Ambassador Robert Ford: Well two things, so number 1 we have US 
military forces in combat operations in Syria, and I don’t think many 
Americans understand that. But we have 400 US Special Operations forces 
deployed next to Syria or in Syria, helping with Syrian fighters against the 
Islamic state. Every day with new combat operations, there’s a risk to our 
own young people in uniform who are over there.  
 
We have seen how extremists operating out of Syria have attacked cities 
like Paris, like Brussels in Belgium, in Germany and so happily they have 
not yet struck in the United States, but there’s always a risk. And so how to 
get rid of these extremist elements in Syria is a concern to all Americans. 
We don’t want what happened in Paris to happen in an American city. 
 
Russia has stepped into the power vacuum - sending thousands of troops 
and launching airstrikes that helped Assad regain control of Aleppo, 
Syria’s largest city, last December. The Obama administration was 
outraged by Russia coming to Assad's rescue. But the new administration 
is calling for cooperation with Russia. 
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Sean Spicer, January 23rd: I think if there’s a way that we can combat ISIS 
with any country, whether it’s Russia or anyone else, and we have a shared 
national interest in that, sure we’ll take it. 
 
Joce Sterman: What do you think about Russia as in can they be a strong 
ally for us in this battle against ISIS? 
 
Ambassador Ford: I think they could be if they wanted to be, but I’m not 
sure they want to be. The primary purpose of the Russian intervention had 
nothing to do with fighting the Islamic State. So now going forward, does 
Vladimir Putin want to turn 90 or 100 degrees and instead want to focus on 
the Islamic State? That’s up to Vladimir Putin. I think were he to make that 
decision, then there might be room for the United States to cooperate with 
the Russians. 
 
Joce Sterman: And if you were in this new Administration, what would you 
tell them at this point? 
 
Ambassador Ford: Don’t think the Americans can fix these problems by 
themselves because they can’t. They are going to need allies. And I think 
Americans should be asking themselves, are we going to be in this kind of 
war forever and ever, is that our destiny? Or are we going to start dealing 
with some of the politics that helped create the situations over there in the 
first place. 
 
A new report by Amnesty International claims Bashar al Assad has hanged 
13,000 Syrians between 2011-2015. President Trump’s executive order last 
month suspended indefinitely the ability of Syrian refugees to come to the 
United States. Instead, Trump has proposed the establishment of “safe 
zones” in Syria, a proposal that the Syrian Foreign Ministry has said will 
“pose a violation of the Syrian sovereignty.” 
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FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

FEB 19 
30 min. 

 
Ali Shihabi: In the 15 years since 9/11 there hasn’t been one piece of 
evidence to show that any high-ranking official of any substance has had 
any relationship with terrorist financing. And then getting to 9/11, because 
everybody talks about how 15 of the 19 were Saudis, you know Al Qaeda 
used that on purpose. They brought 15 Saudis to populate that terrorist cell 
because they wanted to puncture the US-Saudi alliance.  
 
Saudi intelligence has a very close relationship with the FBI and with the 
CIA, and I think that gave the Trump administration the comfort not to 
include Saudi Arabia in the list of countries where it has concerns. I think 
that issue has been so aggressively handled and addressed by Saudi 
Arabia that any accusations that Saudi Arabia is funding terrorism or 
supporting terrorism are malicious. 
 
Sharyl: How do you view President Trump in terms of a relationship you 
are trying to develop with the U.S. and a relationship Saudi Arabia will have 
with America? 
 
Ali Shihabi: When President Trump took office, funnily enough, you know 
the day of the inauguration, we felt that the Persian Gulf and Arabian 
Peninsula area became safer. The problem we had with the Obama 
administration was that we felt the Obama administration was very naive in 
its dealings with Iran. And that Iranian expansionism and trouble-making in 
the Middle East, with Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Syria and Iraq, and 
particularly Yemen, was not taken as seriously as it should have been 
taken by the Obama administration.  
 
The Obama administration tended to give the Iranians the benefit of the 
doubt at every opportunity because they were so obsessed with 
concluding the nuclear deal. What we like about the grown-ups that have 
come in with the Trump administration is that they’ve been on the ground 
in the Middle East. These generals understand it, they’ve dealt with it and 
it’s given us, first it’s given us a much higher level of comfort, and it’s 
given American prestige a boost. 



 

 

Page | 34 

Sharyl: What would be your advice to the Trump administration as he’s 
getting his feet wet dealing with new international policies as president? 
 
Ali Shihabi: Obviously things like the ban on people coming from the 
Muslim world, I don’t think anyone in the Muslim world supports that and 
everybody sees it as counterproductive.  
 
I think one of the problems in America has been the phobias that have 
developed post-9/11. You know, the media, the movies, novels, if 
somebody -you know- shoots up place as a terrorist it’s global news. If he’s 
just some -you know- deranged drunkard and he does the same amount of 
damage, nobody cares. So I think as a result, because that sort of fear sells 
so well, your average American has an inflated fear of quote unquote 
radical Islamic terrorism. 
 
Sharyl: And in defense of the Americans who are fearful, I would say that 
the idea of a drunkard shooting up a bunch of people -which happens- is a 
little different than the thought that there’s an entire subculture that has 
stated as its mission to annihilate your culture. 
 
Ali Shihabi: I think that’s inflated. I don’t think, I mean, the people who have 
to fear the jihadists the most are a country like Saudi Arabia. The jihadists 
are really not interested in destroying; they have no chance of destroying 
America’s culture. What they want to do is that they want to take over the 
Muslim world. They want to take over Saudi Arabia, they want to take over 
the holy places, they want to want to take over the oil. That’s what they 
want. They’re not going to turn Americas, that’s a myth, they’re not that 
stupid. I mean they are stupid sometimes but not that stupid. 
 
Sharyl: Would you say that Saudi Arabia has a brand problem? 
 
Ali Shihabi: It does have a brand problem. First of all, Saudi Arabia is a very 
successful developing country. It has had a hundred-year track record of 
stability and delivering value to its citizens. That is forgotten. Everyone 
focuses on the fact that women can’t drive, on the fact that it is very 
religiously conservative, on the fact that it has capital punishment system 
where people get their heads chopped off.  
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Saudi Arabia is a force of stability, has been a great ally to America since 
the 1940s, it has supported America economically. Yes, it lacks certain 
freedoms, its women can’t drive, it lacks religious freedom, it lacks things 
from a Western perspective that people are very uncomfortable with, in 
many cases understandably so, but it's a more nuanced picture and i think 
we need to present that nuance. 

  
 
 
FULL MEASURE WITH SHARYL ATTKISSON 

FEB 26 
30 min. 

 
Sharyl Attkisson: What do you define as fake news?  
 
Susan Glasser: Well, as a term, right? It's like any term and in fact now you 
see partisans of both parties appropriating and using this label merely to 
apply it to news that they don't like. Susan Glasser was editor of the left-
leaning Politico during the 2016 campaign. 
 
Glasser: So what started out as a panic over fake news and what role it had 
in undermining Hillary Clinton's candidacy and promoting Donald Trump's 
candidacy, by the way is now a label that Donald Trump master marketer 
has seen is a powerful label so he's appropriated that and slapped that 
label on stories that he merely doesn't like. 
 
President Trump: You are fake news…go ahead. 
 
Glasser: It's not that it didn't exist before, but Americans used to know the 
difference between the National Enquirer at the checkout counter and the 
New York Times. Public suspicion and allegations of bias hound the most 
pervasive Internet players: Twitter, Google and Facebook. 
 
Sharyl: During the presidential campaign, critics discovered a Google 
search for "Hillary Clinton indictment," typing in "IND," didn't suggest 
"indictment." When you type Hillary Clinton ind into Bing or Yahoo, there 
are plenty of indictment based recommendations. When you type it into 
Google the top two recommended autocompletions are Hillary Clinton 
Indiana and Hillary Clinton India. As it happens, Google's parent company, 
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Alphabet, was a top Clinton donor. Its chief executive worked on the 
Clinton campaign. Last year, former Facebook insiders alleged they 
"routinely suppressed news stories of interest to conservative readers." 
 
Sharyl: We hear from a lot of people that they don't trust Politico or 
Facebook or Google or whoever it might be that's trying to sort through the 
truth or the facts. 
 
Glasser: We're looking at a crisis of faith in institutions. The media, being 
one set of institutions that is under assault. More broadly, political parties 
you know, no longer have the trust and the faith. 
 
Sharyl: Torba claims Twitter censors conservatives, but not liberals for 
similar behavior. On Gab anything goes, he says, as long as it's legal, not 
inciting violence and not exposing information like credit cards. 
 
Torba: What we're doing is instead of us playing big brother and you know 
curating content and deciding what is news and what isn't and what people 
should see and what they shouldn't, we are giving the power to you as a 
user so you can mute different words, trends, hashtags, phrases, topics, 
and users. 
 
Sharyl: Because of Gab's anti-censorship policy, it's attracted plenty of 
detestable users. Some blogs call it Twitter for Racists and the Alt-Right's 
very own Twitter. 
 
Torba: The media likes to label us as alt right or they've said, you know, 
Nazi Twitter or the Twitter for racists. I find it, you know, really funny 
because we have one of the most diverse starting teams of all time. So we 
have my co-founder who is a Turkish Kurd and he's also Muslim. We have 
our chief communications officer who is based in Canada, who is an Indian 
and a practicing Hindu. 
 
Sharyl: If there's ultimate truth in the debate over manipulation of 
information-- it may be found in asking not "What can you believe", but 
"who wants you to believe it, and why?" 
 
Sharyl: Do you favor censoring information that someone has decided is 
untrue or may blatantly be untrue so that the public can't access it online? 
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Glasser: I don't. I think that would be a terrible mistake. We have to find a 
way for truth to regain its value in our public discourse I think, and that's 
not about stopping people from what is untrue. It's about finding ways to 
reinvigorate the conversation around which is true and to find out that 
which those are powerful don't want us to know. 
 
Sharyl: What would your advice be to somebody who's taking part, either in 
social media or looking for information on the web? 
 
Brown: My advice would be not to believe any of it. Take it all with a grain 
of salt. 
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Sharyl: On terrorism, we’ve heard from many public officials that they’re 
more or less banned from using the word radical Islamic extremism in 
recent years, policies have been shaped in such a way that some of them 
say make it very difficult to go after radical Islamic terrorists. Do you see 
things changing with the new admin and what’s the new strategy? 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: Well, you are referring to policies under the former 
admin and you know whether it’s President Obama, it starts at the top, 
calling ISIS or referring to ISIS as the JV team, it’s just that denial of reality.  
 
When it comes to Islamic terror, when it comes to our debt and deficit, my 
guess is this administration when you look at the appointments to his 
cabinet, these are individuals from the private sector that have to solve 
problems dealing with real information, not denying reality. So certainly I’m 
hopeful that the new admin will approach the world fact based, not afraid to 
acknowledge these realities and act accordingly. 
 
Sharyl: Couple of cases; Russia twice warned the US that the Boston 
marathon bomber Tsarnaev was a violent radical Islamist and our intel 
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agencies questioned him, but the FBI didn’t conduct surveillance because 
they didn’t have enough information; Omar Matin, responsible for 
murdering 51 people in Orlando, was investigated for terror twice by the 
FBI but those investigations were closed, he even told his coworkers he 
had terrorist ties; the father of the New Jersey New York bombings suspect 
Ahmed Rahami said he previously notified the FBI that his son was a 
terrorist; Esteban Santiago who allegedly killed 5 people and injured 8 at 
the Florida airport after previously going to an FBI office and claiming he 
was linked to ISIS...if our intel experts can’t capture people that’re literally 
placed before them, how can we have confidence that our system can 
catch people that’re harder to find? 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: Well first of all I don’t think we have 100% 
confidence; it’s the challenge we face. The number of people that fit that 
type of profile, ya know, the number of potential terrorist cases the FBI is 
tracking down, the basic problem in a free society that does adhere to the 
principle ‘innocent until proven guilty’ is what do you do with ‘not guilty 
yet’? 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: It’s an enormous challenge, which I think should 
direct our effort in understanding what our priorities should be. We have to 
defeat ISIS. As long as ISIS remains, they’re going to continue to conspire 
this type of inspired lone wolf attack that we’ve certainly experienced here 
in the US. We have to be concerned about directed wolf pack attacks, we’ve 
seen that around the world as well. 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: So we have to address by taking it seriously enough 
and acknowledge the reality that Islamic terror is a growing, metastasizing, 
evolving problem and we have to address it because it’s impossible to be 
100% perfect here in the US. 
 
Sharyl: By all accounts, Islamic extremist terrorism has vastly expanded in 
recent years; on Obama’s way out of the office, though, he declared that no 
foreign terrorist organization has successfully planned and executed an 
attack in the US. And he’s right if he’s talking about lone wolf attacks, 
which have happened here in larger numbers versus these network attacks 
directed directly by ISIS, for example. Does he deserve credit for what he 
says having no ISIS connected, Al Qaeda connected attacks on US soil? 
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Senator Ron Johnson: He deserves credit for ordering the attack on Osama 
Bin Laden and killing that terrorist; you know, the fact of the matter is that 
we haven’t had Al Qaeda directed massive scale attacks here in the US and 
that’s a good thing, but seeing these inspired lone wolf...we’ve really seen 
them proliferate around the world.  
 
The strategic blunder of just historic proportions bugging out of Iraq, not 
leaving a stabilizing force has caused the events in Syria to spin out of 
control and allow the genocide of no less than half a million Syrians and 
the rise of ISIS. 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: I don’t think we would’ve seen ISIS rise to this level 
if we had left a stabilizing force behind. So President Obama has an awful 
lot to account for, don’t give him a whole lot of credit, I think the world is in 
far greater turmoil and America is less safe after 8 years of his admin. 
 
Q: Will it be something that can be turned around in short order? 
 
Senator Ron Johnson: Well we certainly witnessed after the Carter admin, 
Ronald Reagan coming in and reestablishing America’s credibility around 
the world. That’s going to be a challenge for President Trump; he’s going 
to first have to establish the credibility of America. 
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Bruce Klingner: We should always be very worried about North Korea. As 
some on the peninsula have said, we're always you know sort of a second 
away from a crisis.  
 
Four US four star generals think North Korea already has, or we have to 
assume they have for planning purposes, the ability to hit the United States 
today with a nuclear weapon.  
 
Scott Thuman: That sounds daunting. 
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Bruce Klingner: It is. That's why you have growing discussion or perhaps 
advocacy for preemptive attacks 
 
Scott Thuman: At the beginning of the year, before his inauguration, 
President Trump tweeted about North Korea's efforts to build and deploy 
nuclear long-range missile. He said, quote, it won't happen. Is the President 
right to make a promise like that? 
 
Bruce Klingner: The problem is, we don't know what he meant. Even Rex 
Tillerson, his Secretary of State during his confirmation hearings, he was 
asked, does that mean Mr. Trump simply doesn't think North Korea can do 
it? And he said, well it could mean that. And then asked Mr. Tillerson, do 
you think he's drawing a red line that he might use military force? And he 
said, well I don't think he meant that, but he could mean that, too. 
 
Scott Thuman: So there's no way of knowing if that's a red line? 
 
Bruce Klingner: It's the problem of trying to do policy by tweets. It leads 
itself to misinterpretation. 
 
Scott Thuman: What have been some of the other administration's missed 
steps in handling North Korea, and what could President Trump do 
differently on that front? 
 
Bruce Klingner: Well, I think we first have to identify that there is no 
administration, no political party has a monopoly on good or bad ideas on 
North Korea. Experts have been trying to solve North Korea for decades, so 
we need to realize that North Korea is the problem, it's not a specific US 
administration. 
 
Scott Thuamn: President Bush's administration removed North Korea from 
the list of state sponsors of terrorism. 
 
Bruce Klingner: Correct. 
 
Scott Thuman: That was in an effort to get them to play along a little bit. Is 
it time they go back on that list? 
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Bruce Klingner: I, I think it is. There's actually been a, really a long list of 
actions by North Korea since they were removed from the list in 2008, 
which I believe, qualifies them for that.  
 
There's been shipments of conventional arms to terrorist groups, 
Hezbollah and Hamas. There have been attempted assassinations, or 
successful assassinations of North Korean defectors in South Korea and 
Russia and China and now Malaysia.  
 
Also, you know, if we think back to when North Korea conducted the cyber-
hack on the Sony Studio, not only was it the hacking, it was the threats of 
9/11 styled attacks on any theater and theater goers that went to see the 
movie, The Interview. That's, that's a threat of a terrorist act. 
 
Scott Thuman: President Obama uh, reportedly on his way out of office, 
had warned incoming President Trump that this was going to be one of his 
greatest concerns, if not one of his top priorities. Is that a fair assessment? 
 
Bruce Klingner: I think it's very fair. North Korea really is a, a broad 
spectrum of military threat. It's got the nuclear weapons, it's got the missile 
means to deliver them, as well as deliver conventional high explosive 
warheads. It also has 5,000 tons of chemical agent we estimate. It has a 
biological weapons program. It has a million-man army, forward deployed 
near the demilitarized zone, bordering South Korea. South Korea's capital, 
Seoul, is within artillery range of perhaps 10,000 artillery systems. 
North Korea also is the counterfeiter of our currency, it produces and 
distributes illegal drugs. Money laundering, it really is... 
 
Scott Thuman: It's a long list. 
 
Bruce Klingner: It's sort of Don Corleone with nuclear weapons. 
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In South Florida, temperatures were hotter inside than out, after the Miami-
Dade Commissioners signed off on the Mayor’s plan for the county to 
become less of a sanctuary 
 
President Trump (January 25, 2017) We are going to get the bad ones out, 
the criminals and the drug dealers and gangs and gang members and 
cartel leaders. 
 
Twenty four hours after President Trump announced a plan to cut federal 
funding to Sanctuary Cities, Mayor Carlos Gimenez became the first local 
leader to fall in line. 
 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez We are an inclusive county, we are a county of 
immigrants, I am an immigrant to this great country. We are also a country 
of laws. 
 
Miami has one of the largest immigrant communities in the country More 
than half its residents were born overseas. But an estimated 160,000 
immigrants are in the county illegally, and how to handle the ones who 
have run afoul of the law has divided the community. 
 
Cheryl Little: And I can tell you, I was shocked, when someone called me 
and said, “Did you hear what Mayor Gimenez just did?” I didn’t believe it. 
 
Cheryl Little runs Americans for Immigrant Justice, a Miami-based not-for-
profit that provides legal aid for immigrants, those who are here legally and 
those who aren’t. 
 
Cheryl Little: I mean this is an immigrant community and there’s a real 
sense of betrayal here, and I don’t know how long it's going to take us to 
get over it. 
 
The mayor’s new policy requires local law enforcement to keep anyone 
already arrested and jailed for an extra 48 hours, if federal immigration 
authorities want to pick them up. For illegal immigrants, an arrest for 
drunken driving, robbery, or even disorderly conduct, could get them on a 
fast-track to deportation. 
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Cheryl Little:I think what we’re probably looking at moving forward is that 
long term residents-people that have lived here for years-worked hard, paid 
taxes, have U.S. citizen children are going to be filling our immigration 
detention centers. Families are going to be torn apart. 
 
Monica: So basically if my father gets stopped or any undocumented 
immigrants gets stopped, that could end them up in their country, just 
being deported. 
 
Monica, is a client of Little’s. She was brought here from Honduras at the 
age of nine. A so-called “Dreamer,” Monica is protected under an executive 
order signed by President Obama. But she worries about her father who 
has been living in the shadows for years. 
 
Monica: A single DUI checkpoint that you know, my father does not have to 
be drunk or anything or under the influence but just the fact that he’s being 
stopped because it’s a checkpoint, he could end up in jail and getting 
deported. 
 
That’s a point Mayor Gimenez strongly disputes. He says in Miami Dade 
County, any non-arrest able crime, like a traffic violation or driving without 
a license, will result in a citation, not an arrest. 
 
Gimenez: Those folks with minor crimes will not be arrested. Remember we 
don’t know if you are undocumented or illegal when you have an 
interaction with Miami Dade police. We don’t ask the question, it’s none of 
our concern, however if you commit a crime that anybody else would be 
arrested for, that’s what you’re going to be arrested for. 
 
According to data we obtained from Miami Dade County, more than 60 
individuals have been held for federal authorities since the policy change.  
 
They had been arrested for serious crimes like first degree murder, 
aggravated assault and burglary but also lesser crimes like marijuana 
possession and aggressive panhandling. 
 
Gimenez insists the policy is narrowly tailored and focuses on serious 
criminals. But at a meeting with the nation’s police chiefs, President Trump 
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made it clear he wants law enforcement to cooperate with federal 
immigration officers. 
 
President Trump, February 8, 2017: You know the bad ones, you know the 
good ones. I want you to turn in the bad ones.” 
 
President Trump isn’t just demanding that law enforcement hand over 
immigrants after they’ve been arrested. He has also reinstated “Secure 
Communities,” a program started in 2008 by President George W. Bush 
that encouraged information - sharing between local law enforcement and 
federal authorities. 
 
Obama, July 1, 2010: the presence of so many illegal immigrants makes a 
mockery of all those who are going through the process of immigrating 
legally 
 
President Obama inherited Secure Communities and ran with it. The 
Obama Administration deported 2.4 million people, earning him the 
nickname by critics “Deporter in Chief.” But in 2014, the Obama 
Administration modified the program, opting for a more discriminating 
approach that prioritized the removal of violent criminals. 
 
Scott Thuman: If this system were refined to the point that only the most 
dangerous convicted undocumented immigrants were deported, would 
there be anything wrong with that? 
 
Cheryl Little: Look, I want our communities to be safe. I mean, every 
immigrant I know wants our community to be safe. What I don’t understand 
is why we have to be spending taxpayer money rounding up people um, 
who’ve committed no crimes or who have been charged with petty offenses 
 
But as his Executive Order makes clear, President Trump is widening the 
net of who qualifies for deportation, and also bringing back a controversial 
program called 287g that deputized local police officers to ask residents 
about their immigration status. 
 
Mayor Gimenez is adamant that he is only complying with one portion of 
Trump’s executive order. 
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Mayor Gimenez: We will not be immigration officers, I don’t know how 
much clearer I can make this: Miami Dade County Police officers will not be 
immigration officers. Period. 
 
Scott Thuman: When you hear people on the other side of the argument 
say look it’s a burden on our system, what do you say? 
 
Monica: We are not a burden, the government gives me zero aid, I pay 
everything out of pocket, I did not get any loans, any financial aid, I did not 
qualify for food stamps, I did not qualify for any relief on insurance; where 
is my help? How am I a burden to anyone in this country? If anything, I’m 
helping the economy. 
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President Obama, January 21, 2009: “The Freedom of Information Act is 
perhaps the most powerful instrument we have for making our government 
honest and transparent.” 
 
President Obama promised to usher in a new era of government 
transparency and openness. But according to an analysis by the 
Associated Press, in 2016, the Obama administration spent $36.2 million 
tax dollars on legal fees ...defending its FOIA refusals in court. 
 
The Justice Department led the way, spending $12 million on those legal 
battles, followed by the Department of Homeland Security, which spent 
$6.3 million, and the Pentagon, which racked up $4.8 million dollars. 
 
John Dunbar: The amount of money that the federal government is 
spending to fight these cases is disappointing. 
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Some of that tax money was spent fighting FOIA requests from the 
investigative journalism nonprofit Center for Public Integrity, headed by 
Jon Dunbar. 
 
John Dunbar: In the early days of the Obama administration, there was a lot 
of talk of being more transparent, more transparent than previous 
Administrations and being more free with information. So yeah, there was 
some hope that the FOIA process might smooth out a little more because 
it's been notoriously difficult for as long as it's been in existence. 
 
Last June, President Obama signed into law the FOIA Improvement ACT 
passed by Congress. It’s supposed to speed up and simplify the process. 
Dunbar says it hasn’t made their job any easier. 
 
John Dunbar: These were changes that were, uh, essentially in the margins 
that didn’t seem to make a whole lot of difference, at least on our end from 
where we-from what we could see. 
 
He says it took months -- and finally a lawsuit - for his team to get data on 
billions of tax dollars in Medicare overpayments to insurance companies. 
 
John Dunbar: it took a long time, many many months and many many 
hours on to the part of our attorney to get this data so that we could find 
out that this fraud was occurring. 
 
Sometimes the material they do get is so heavily blocked out, it’s virtually 
useless. 
 
John Dunbar: We’ll get a document where literally just massive blank 
spaces where there’s supposed to be information which we have FOIA’ed. 
For example, one high level Sandia official blank blank was responsible for 
blank. (laughs) 
 
(Sharyl Attkisson:) “When they do provide a sensitive document they 
redact nearly everything using exemptions.” 
 
Redacted documents, long delays and court battles become part of the job 
of accountability reporting. In 2015, along with representatives from the 
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New York Times and others, I testified to Congress about egregious 
violations by federal agencies. 
 
In 2013, The Defense Department finally responded to a FOIA request I’d 
made in 2003. Too late to be of use for the news story I was working on 
back then, ten years before. For some perspective, my daughter was eight 
years old when I made the FOIA request. By the time I got a response from 
the Pentagon, she was going off to college. 
 
John Dunbar: We have gone to court 18 times since 2000, 8 against the 
Bush Administration, 8 against the Obama Administration, once against the 
Clinton, and we have already filed one against the Trump Administration. 
And Dunbar worries that the track record of the past 3 administrations may 
not change under this one. 
 
John Dunbar: I think we have a president now who considers the media to 
be the enemy of the people which doesn’t help much either, so I don’t have 
high hopes that we’re gonna have a very transparent Trump administration. 
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It’s not unusual for countries to place sanctions on one another limiting 
trade or travel to drive a political agenda. Sanctions almost always have an 
economic sting. In 2012, though, the impact was emotional. This specific 
embargo impacted children awaiting adoption. 
 
Rep Adam Schiff :The Russians successfully meddled in our democracy 
and our intelligence agencies have concluded they will do so again." 
 
The notion of Russian interference in US elections with a US president 
sounded this week like questions from decades ago when the Cold War 
was still very hot. 
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Lisa: Those Cold War tactics thawed under Mikhail Gorbachev and 
President H.W. Bush may be back. 
 
Lisa: By 2011, two years into the Obama administration, relations began to 
break down. 
 
Lisa: Putin accused America of interfering in its elections and bit by bit the 
countries took swipes at each other. 
 
President Obama: They are a smaller country, they are a weaker country, 
their economy doesn't produce anything that anybody wants to buy except 
oil and gas and arms. 
 
Lisa: When diplomacy doesn’t work threats of war and sanctions follow. In 
2012, the international impasse went as far, as to include children. 
 
Joy Romano: Dear Bogdan and Yura, Ryan is home from Europe. Yay! I 
missed him so much. I long for the day I can write the same thing in this 
journal about you. 
 
Sisters Joy and Jamie Romano have been waiting five years to welcome 
two orphaned Russian brothers home to Atlanta – and into the arms of 
their family. 
 
Lisa: Mark and Pam Romano have a heart for kids. 
 
Lisa: They are former foster parents, have three kids of their own, and were 
advocating for Russian children languishing in orphanages – particularly 
one little boy, named Bogdan, when pam had a revelation. 
 
Pam Romano: I was cleaning my kids bathtub and I just heard in my heart, 
you know, you’re never going to find a family for him because you’re meant 
to be his family. 
 
Lisa: And so began their journey. 
 
Pam: Our friends rallied and helped us with fundraisers and people we 
barely knew gave us money towards it. 
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Lisa: For a year, Pam and Mark waded through mountains of legal 
paperwork, to adopt Bogdan and his younger brother, Yura. 
 
Lisa: Finally, they received their invitation to visit the Russian 
orphanage…a last step before the boys would come home. 
 
Pam: The minute he saw mark he just was like, papa! Papa! Like he’d been 
waiting for him to walk through the door his entire life. It was amazing. 
 
Jamie Romano: The few hours we were there, like it just felt so real. U was 
like, these are my brothers 
 
Lisa: But that day would never come. 
 
Lisa: Just months later, Putin retaliated for U.S. sanctions against Russia 
by putting and end to American families adopting Russian children ending 
a 60-thousand child legacy and canceling hundreds of adoptions just 
weeks or months away from completion. 
 
Pam Romano: So it really came as a complete shock to us. A complete 
shock. 
 
The family reached out to their U.S. Representative, Doug Collins – who 
immediately contacted Secretary of State Kerry, and has since been in 
touch with secretary of state Tillerson working to undo the ban. 
 
Rep Doug Collins: What we’re trying to do is work through diplomatic 
channels just to work with the Russian government. 
 
Lisa: You know, sanctions are often economic. Why do you think Vladimir 
Putin chose to entangle orphans in politics? 
 
Rep Doug Collins: Vladimir Putin sees the west as an adversary. I think 
there’s a contentious debate there and i think he’s willing to use most 
avenues that he can to push an agenda or get things that he would want. 
 
Joy Romano: Children should not be used as pawns and I really think they 
are being used that way. Those children, a lot of them, will never see the 
outside of those orphanage walls. 
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Lisa: Pam made half a dozen trips to D.C. She lobbied lawmakers and 
appealed to the president. An appeal, she says, fell on deaf ears. 
 
Pam Romano: All our calls for help were completely ignored. 
 
Mark Romano: It was so silent. 
 
Pam Romano: We had a letter signed by 145 congressmen and women who 
went to President Obama early on in 2013. Completely ignored. 
 
Doug Collins: This is something that can be solved//this is something that 
at the end of the day, that affects families all over the world and that’s the 
care and love of children who are desperately needing that and my hope is 
we’ll get that solved.” 
 
Lisa: Do you still hold out hope that they’re gonna be here one day? 
 
Pam Romano: President Putin and President Trump seem to have a regard 
for each other that could work favorably with these children. Eventually the 
right people will be in place to help these kids come home. We definitely 
hold out hope for it.” 
 
Lisa: But one thing the Romanos know for sure is both boys will always 
have a home in Jefferson, Georgia. 
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2News on KJZZ 
 
Member of Mormon Tabernacle Choir Quits (Aired 1/2/17 @ 7pm, 2:00 
minutes)- A member of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir quits rather than perform 
at President-elect Donald Trump’s inauguration.  The choir is scheduled to sing 
at the inauguration on January 20th. The performance has raised some 
controversy.  Thousands of people have signed a change.org petition to keep the 
choir from singing. Singer Jan Chamberlin said the choir stands for goodwill, faith 
and love.  Chamberlin believed the performance would give the opposite 
message because it was Trump’s inauguration.  Chamberlin took to Facebook to 
publicly resign and ask the choir to cancel their performance altogether.  LDS 
Church Spokesman said the choir has a long tradition of performing for 
Presidents of both parties and it is not an implied support of party affiliations or 
politics. 
 
Lawmaker wants less federal money (Aired 1/2/17 @ 7pm, 1:30 minutes)- 
Utah State Auditor, John Dougall said the state has become less dependent on 
federal money.  Dougall believes that’s a good thing.  Dougall said the more Utah 
takes federal funds, the more it has to do what Washington says. The State 
Auditor Department released a report that looked at the percentage of Utah 
money that comes from the federal government. In 2008, Utah accepted 22%.  In 
2010 it was 30% and the percentage went back down in 2016 to 23%.  Dougall 
says the difference in 2010 was that the economy was bad and Utah took federal 
bailouts.  Dougall says the state is moving in a better direction now that the 
federal share is declining. 
 
Mitt Romney Interview (Aired 01/03/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Mitt Romney 
spoke to 2News for the first interview in Utah since he stood at a podium and 
criticized President-Elect Donald Trump last year. Romney went on to be 
considered for the role of Secretary of State, but was never offered the position. 
Today he said he had no regrets about the hard things he said about Trump, and 
he doesn’t regret making up with Trump afterwards, in a bid to become Secretary 
of State. The viewer hears from the former GOP Presidential candidate about a 
very talked about story from the 2016 Election. 
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Utah Inauguration (Aired 01/04/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Several state 
elected officials took the oath of office in the capitol rotunda. The governor spoke 
about what makes Utah great, and how he is excited to serve another term. The 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir sang throughout the program. The elected officials 
took the official oath of office on Monday and today’s inauguration was for the 
public. The viewer was able to hear what their Governor has to say about the 
state they live in. 
 
Salt Lake County Inauguration (Aired 01/09/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Salt 
Lake County Mayor Ben McAdams took the Oath of Office for his second term 
this morning. In his speech, he praised County diversity and said County politics 
are civil. Mayor McAdams said he will try to preserve civility. The viewer learns 
what the Mayor has to say about the state of the County, and what he hopes to 
accomplish in the next four years. 
 
Gov. Herbert Inauguration (Aired 1/4/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Gary Herbert kicked off what he says will be his last four years as Utah governor 
by highlighting the struggles of immigrants and refugees and the state's efforts to 
reopen its national parks more than three years ago during a federal government 
shutdown. Herbert gave a 15-minute speech at Utah's State Capitol Wednesday, 
shortly after taking a ceremonial oath of office. The governor and Utah's other 
statewide elected officials took their official oaths individually on Monday, the day 
their previous terms ended.  
 
Trump refugee ban impact (Aired 1/17/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
President Donald Trump’s temporary ban on refugees coming into the U.S. is a 
having a traumatic effect on people in Utah. From the state refugee services 
offices, to the International Rescue Committee, to the Women of the World 
organization, all are reporting a significant number of refugees coming into the 
offices seeking help and answers as to what all this means. Utah has about 
65,000 refugee families and gets about 1,200 a year. In the next month another 
73 refugees were expected to arrive in Salt Lake City, according to the 
Department of Workforce Services. Now they are not sure how many will actually 
be allowed in. 
 
Trump Inauguration (Aired 1/20/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – Many 
Utahans took part in a historic day in U.S. history. Utah politicians, like Governor 
Gary Herbert, and some Sandy residents traveled to Washington D.C. to witness 
Donald Trump be sworn in as the 45th president of the United States. The 
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Mormon Tabernacle Choir took center stage, and performed “America the 
Beautiful” after Vice President Mike Pence was sworn in. Senator Orrin Hatch 
was not present at the ceremony. He served as the designed survivor at the 
request of President Donald Trump.  
 
Women’s March (Aired 1/23/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – An 
estimated 6,000 people marched up to the Utah State Capitol on the first day of 
the legislative session. People of all backgrounds stood united for equality, 
women's rights, civil rights, religious rights, domestic violence awareness, and 
health care. The group Utah Women Unite organized the rally after returning 
from the Women's March on Washington D.C., that drew hundreds of thousands 
of people to the nation’s Capital, including nearly 700 Utahans. The rally at the 
Utah State Capitol was one of the largest gathering in recent history.   
 
No Medical Marijuana Bills (Aired 01/24/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – At the 
Utah State Capitol, advocates of medical marijuana worry they will make no 
progress this session. Now several bills on medical marijuana research are on 
the table. Some polls show Utahans may be more in favor for medical marijuana 
than their legislators. The viewer learns about a very controversial topic at the 
capitol in years past, and how it’s taking a backseat to other topics this year. 
 
Standing Rock protest camp (Aired 1/26/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – Just days after President Trump ordered construction to resume for 
the Dakota Access Pipeline, hundreds of protestors at the Standing Rock camp 
plan to continue their fight. Many have stayed at the camp for months, while 
other protestors are beginning to show up. Protestors said they will do whatever 
they can to halt the construction, in order to protect their water that they count on 
every day.  
 
Trump travel ban impact on Utah (Aired 1/31/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - Refugee resettlement organizations in Utah say President Donald 
Trump's travel ban has put 68 refugees who were set to arrive to Utah in the 
coming weeks in limbo. Those include a Somali man who was scheduled to see 
his wife for the first time in nearly three years and meet his 2-year-old daughter 
for the first time. Figures provided by Catholic Community Services and the 
International Rescue Committee show only about one-third of the 105 refugees 
scheduled to come to Utah before the end of February are still coming. 
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Supreme Court nominee (Aired 1/31/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) – 
President Donald Trump announced Judge Neil Gorsuch as his nominee to fill 
the vacant spot on the Supreme Court.  Gorsuch has been in the 10th circuit for 
the past 10 years, during which he has handled several cases from Utah’s 
federal court. Most notably, Gorsuch cast a dissenting vote in 2006 in the case of 
Planned Parenthood v. Herbert, wherein the Planned Parenthood Association of 
Utah sued the state for revoking funding in the wake of a series of leaked videos 
about Planned Parenthood allegedly selling fetal tissue. University of Utah law 
professor Paul Cassell said Gorsuch could bring a voice from the Mountain West 
to the land’s highest court. 
 
Bears Ears repeal (Aired 1/31/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - Utah's 
House of Representatives passed a resolution asking President Donald Trump to 
repeal the newly named Bears Ears National Monument. The measure passed  
mostly along party lines with Republicans voting in support. The House also 
passed another resolution asking Utah's congressional delegation to support 
shrinking the southern Utah's Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. 
The resolutions do not change the monuments but serve as official requests from 
the Legislature. Both must be approved by Utah's Senate and Gov. Gary Herbert. 
 
Polygamy law (Aired 2/1/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - An outspoken 
polygamous family is making their voices heard about a new bigamy bill being 
introduced by lawmakers. Joe Darger and his three wives say House Bill 99 
creates more fear among polygamy families, who are already being discriminated 
against, because of their way of life. And because polygamous in Utah are not 
prosecuted unless they are committing serious crimes, Darger said there is no 
need for a bigamy bill. The Dargers are voicing their feelings at a late 
Wednesday afternoon committee meeting where HB 99 will be debated. If it 
passes it will go to the floor of the House. 
 
Bonus Pay for teachers (Aired 2/2/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A 
plan to give some Utah teachers extra money hit a roadblock on Utah's Capitol 
Hill. The House Education Committee did not vote on the measure that would 
give some teachers a bonus if they teach at high-poverty schools. That bonus 
could increase every year up to $10,000 if they continue. Teachers would 
become eligible for the bonus based on a formula that measures the growth of 
their students. Teachers say the bonus would be nice, but it wouldn’t help 
teachers alone. It would benefit the students as well.  
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Homeless Funding (Aired 02/06/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – People living 
near one of the new homeless shelter locations are asking lawmakers to cut 
funding. They say the Salt Lake City shelter is imposing on them and lawmakers 
should refuse to pay for the plan. The viewer hears from legislators and people 
living near the proposed site, and where the discussion headed on the hill. 
 
Sex education bills (Aired 2/6/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - Utah 
lawmakers held a four-hour debate about sex abuse prevention education and 
sex education but decided not to pass legislation on either issue. One proposal 
would have allowed parents to consent that their children receive a more 
comprehensive sex education in school than the state's current abstinence-
focused education. Lawmakers said they weren't ready for the change but might 
be in the future. The other proposal would change public schools' sex abuse 
prevention education so parents would have to give permission before their child 
gets the training. Legislators said they worried the change wouldn't help kids who 
are sexually abused at home. 
 
Patagonia boycotts Outdoor Retailer (Aired 2/7/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - Outdoor clothing company, Patagonia, says it won't come to any more 
Outdoor Retailer shows held in Utah after Gov. Gary Herbert signed a resolution 
Friday calling on President Donald Trump to repeal the newly named Bears Ears 
National Monument. Company spokeswoman Corley Kenna said the resolution 
was the final straw for a company that was already at odds with Utah's push to 
control more public lands and its harsh criticism of the new monument. She says 
Patagonia would be happy to come back to Utah shows if Herbert changes his 
posture and urges leaders and the congressional delegation to drop their 
opposition to of the monument. 
 
Full Measure interview (Aired: 2/9/17 @ 8am KJZZ, 1:30 minutes) - The cost of 
a degree at public universities has spiked over the past few decades And the 
salaries for many graduates is too low to make a dent in their student debt. 
During an interview with Sharyl Attkisson she discussed the difficulties graduates 
are seeing and the desperate measures they’re taking to pay off debt.  A year at 
some colleges can cost upwards of $60,000. Then there are some additional 
fees that can catch students off guard. Some female students turn to websites 
like “Seeking Arrangement,” which pairs up young women with “sugar daddies” to 
help pay the cost of college. 
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Rep. Chaffetz responds to Conway (Aired 2/9/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - The White House has "counseled" a top aide to President Donald 
Trump after she promoted Ivanka Trump's fashion line during a national cable 
television appearance from the White House. But House Oversight Committee 
Chairman Jason Chaffetz says that's not enough, calling what Kellyanne Conway 
did "wrong, wrong, wrong, clearly over the line, unacceptable." The Utah 
Republican congressman said he will join with Democratic Oversight Leader 
Elijah Cummings to ask the Office of Government Ethics to review the matter. 
Chaffetz also said he will write a formal letter to the White House lodging his 
irritation. 
 
Town hall meetings (Aired 2/10/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A local 
activist group is arguing Thursday's heated Town Hall meeting with 
Representative Jason Chaffetz was productive enough to merit one with each 
Utah delegate. The non-partisan, non-profit group Action Utah is asking Senator 
Mike Lee, Representative Rob Bishop, Representative Chris Stewart and 
Representative Mia Love to each hold their own in-person town hall meeting. The 
group is urging people to sign their petitions to show more urgency to Utah’s 
representatives.  

 
Utah Women Unite (Aired: 2/15/17 @ 8am KJZZ, 2:30 minutes) – Utah Women 
Unite is an organization that encourages women to get involved in women’s 
equality issues.  The organization explained to viewers how they can get 
involved.  Utah Women Unite helped organize the Women’s March on the Utah 
State Capitol in January.  They discussed the current legislative session, equal 
rights amendment and future actions women in the state can take to promote 
equality. 

 
Grand Staircase Monument Proposal (Aired 2/15/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - Concern for another national monument in Utah has attracted a large 
group of residents and business owners in the southern half of the state. 
Recently, Garfield County Commissioners proposed a new resolution that would 
shrink the size of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and 
residents aren’t happy about it. On Tuesday, at a Garfield County Commission 
meeting, nearly 100 people showed up to fight this resolution. Many residents 
who live off the monument tourism are looking forward to a public hearing to 
voice their concerns.  
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Gun regulation repealed (Aired 2/15/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) 
The U.S. Senate voted to repeal gun control regulations on those with mental 
illness from getting firearms. The Obama administration rule strengthened the 
federal background check system for those who receive disability benefits and 
have mental disorders. Here in Utah, a surprising reaction from top democratic 
law makers. They are in favor of Washington lawmakers appealing the rule. 
Some democrats say the rule was too broad. 
 
VA concerns (Aired 2/16/17 @ 8am KJZZ, 1:30 minutes) – President Trump’s 
Department of Veterans Affairs pick was confirmed.  We talked to Full Measure’s 
Sharyl Attkisson about the new concerns for veterans. A VA contractor under 
Lockheed Martin: QTC Medical Services found a large number of vets were 
denied benefits after he says their medical files weren’t properly reviewed.  He 
says his co-workers were reviewing claims a lot faster than they should.  He says 
that’s because QTC was paid for each file it reviewed, so the faster analysts 
worked, the more money QTC made. A Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee, is now looking into these claims and following reports last year of 
long waits for care and widespread reports of mismanagement, all eyes are on 
David Shulkin. 

 
DNC chair candidate visits Utah (Aired 2/21/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - One of the people vying to lead the Democratic National Committee 
says Utah needs attention. Former Labor Secretary Tom Perez stopped in Salt 
Lake City Tuesday to make a case for Democrats in the wake of major losses for 
the party here and across the country. Perez told 2News that Democrats need to 
once again focus on all 50 states. Perez is one of several candidates running for 
DNC chair. He promises, if he wins, he'll pour attention and resources into states 
like Utah. Elections for Democratic National Committee chair will take place in 
Atlanta 
 
New Zion Curtain bill (Aired 2/27/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - A 
Utah lawmaker introduced a proposal allowing restaurants to get rid of barriers 
known as "Zion Curtains" that are designed to visually obscure the making of 
drinks. But in exchange, they'd be required to install a buffer zone around bars or 
areas where drinks are prepared. Restaurants that choose not to build a buffer 
area would instead have to keep or build Zion Curtains, which are a reference to 
Utah's teetotaler Mormon population. Zion Curtains are often visual barriers like 
frosted glass panels atop counters or a separate back room for making drinks. 
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Alcohol bill restaurant impact (Aired 3/3/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – Tucked in the 150-page Alcohol Amendments bill is a change in 
licensing that could leave hundreds of business owners with a tough choice – 
kick out everyone under 21, or reduce the amount of alcohol they sell. The bill 
would eliminate state issued club licenses, which currently allows businesses to 
serve more alcohol than a simple restaurant license, and still permit underage 
patrons, who aren’t allowed in bars. State records show 394 businesses 
operating with club alcohol licenses. The deadline for current club licensees to 
switch to either a bar or restaurant license is July 1, 2018. 
 
Revised executive order reaction (Aired 3/6/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) – Catholic Community Services hope to see the so-called travel ban 
restricting immigrants from six predominantly Muslim countries overturned in 
court. Representatives say the order would not make Americans safe. Ali Hassan 
said he still has friends in war-torn countries and is nervous the ban will keep 
them from finding refuge in the US. Immigration activists are concerned refugees 
seeking asylum won’t get help to safety from their war-torn countries, as the 
United States has offered for decades. 
 
Zion Curtain Bill (Aired 03/08/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – The Zion Curtain 
maybe very close to falling. This afternoon the senate passed a bill that would 
remove the required barrier between alcohol prep and diners. The viewer learns 
where the bill is in the process at the Utah State Capitol and how it could affect 
them if the bill were to pass into law this year. 
 
Day without women (Aired 3/8/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 seconds) - 
Hundreds of women dressed in red and holding signs with photos of their local 
lawmakers are gathering at the Utah state capitol for a Day Without a Woman 
protest. They're reminding legislators they're closely watching how the 
lawmakers handle women's issues. Crowds of women stood Wednesday outside 
state's House and Senate to send notes to lawmakers asking them to come out 
and talk with them. 
 
Last day of Legislature (Aired 03/09/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Utah 
legislators approved hundreds of bills with just hours left in the 2017 session. The 
session wraps up tonight at midnight and there is still some last minute action 
that could draw big attention. Brian Mullahy was live at the capitol keeping an eye 
on the bills left on the table that lawmakers had left to vote on, keeping the 
viewer informed and up-to-date. 
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DUI Limit Veto? (Aired 03/10/2017 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Lawmakers lowered 
the blood alcohol limit to .05, the lowest in the country. Now, some groups are 
calling on Governor Herbert to veto that bill. Some worry that the bill will hurt 
tourism and business. They want the governor to use his veto pen and send the 
bill back. The viewer learns the latest on the controversial bill that lawmakers 
passed on the hill. 
 
Push to veto .05 blood alcohol bill (Aired 3/10/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - As Gov. Gary Herbert reviews the more than 500 bills and resolutions 
passed during the 2017 legislative session, some groups are urging him to veto 
one that lowers the blood alcohol limit for drunken driving from .08 to .05. 
Concerned about the impact to businesses and tourism, the Salt Lake Area 
Restaurant Association is calling on the governor to use his veto pen to send the 
bill back. Ski Utah, which promotes the ski and snowboard industry, also doesn’t 
support the bill. Herbert’s office confirmed Friday the governor is leaning toward 
signing the bill, but that he likely wouldn’t have anything more to say until next 
week. 
 
Jeremy Johnson let out of jail (Aired 3/15/2017 @ 7pm for 1 minute, 30 
seconds) - A high-profile Utah businessman who is serving a federal prison 
sentence for lying to banks is back in custody after a few hours of freedom when 
he was mistakenly released from the Salt Lake County jail. Jeremy Johnson's 
attorney, Mary Corporon, says Johnson turned himself in to U.S. marshals 
Tuesday morning. Jail officials say paperwork didn't show Johnson was a federal 
prison inmate, so he was released Monday. 

 


