
Environment/Climate LOCAL FIRST NEWS 2-28-24

It’s the second day that Ketchikan-
area schools have been canceled
for snow that began on Tuesday
morning.
Snow in February is normal but by
8 am Wednesday, downtown
Ketchikan was coated in a fluffy 12-
inch layer of white. At least three
more inches are expected over the
course of the storm, according to
the National Weather Service in
Juneau. Over on Annette Island,
Metlakatla got 8.6 inches in the
same timeframe, beating out the
community’s normal monthly
average of 7.3 inches in February.

Health/Drugs LOCAL FIRST NEWS 1-6-24
A Ketchikan resident is facing a
series of felony drug and weapons
charges after police seized almost
10,000 pills containing fentanyl
over the weekend. 38-year-old
Andrew Hanson faces multiple
counts of second and third-degree
misconduct involving weapons and
controlled substances.

Ketchikan Police Department
detectives carried out the search
warrants on Jan. 12. In court
documents, police say they found
about a half pound of powders
containing meth and fentanyl,
almost $15,000 in cash, a .38
special handgun, and nearly 10,000
counterfeit oxycodone pills. The
pills are believed to contain
fentanyl.

Crime LOCAL FIRST NEWS 3-12-24
There was an apartment fire on the
100 block of Inman Street in
Ketchikan over the weekend. No
injuries were reported. One of the
city’s main arteries, Stedman
Street, was closed while the
Ketchikan Fire Department
responded to the blaze.

KFD and the Ketchikan Police
Department have launched a joint
investigation into the cause of the
fire. Witnesses claimed seeing the
sole resident of the apartment,
Belinda Nelson, leaving the building
just 20 minutes before the fire was
reported. Nelson is being charged
with arson.

Police Sgt. Mike Paulsen
determined the fire stemmed from
five different piles of paper, plastic,
and clothes – two in the living
room, two in the bedroom, and one
in the bathroom.

RECREATION LOCAL FIRST NEWS 3-30-24
The 2024 king salmon harvest allocation for Southeast Alaska announced by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game recently is a bit higher than the 2023 allocation, but continued concern about the status of some wild stocks of king salmon are resulting in restricted sport fishing opportunities in specific areas, including around Ketchikan.

PSAS
TFN: The Wee Blessings Thrift Store, located downstairs at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 2017 First Avenue, is open every Sunday from noon to 4:00 PM. Free clothing is available to families in need. Donations can also be dropped off during that time.TFN: There is an open house every Sunday (except holiday weekends) from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm to view the ongoing rebuild and restoration of Ketchikan’s original Grumman Goose. The Goose Hangar is located at the Enright Industrial Property at Pond Reef Road and North Tongass Highway behind Hal’s Equipment Rental. Call Don Dawson at 617-4001 for directions or more information.TFN: A free meditative yoga class is from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the Ketchikan Public Library. Bring your own yoga mat.TFN: On Monday a membership meeting for past and current military members. Held at 7:00 PM at the American Legion  631 Park Avenue.TFN: First City Toastmasters meets at 6:45 AM each Tuesday at the Presbyterian Church on 2nd Ave.TFN:The American Red Cross group on Prince of Wales Island meets the first Tuesday of the month at noon in the Craig EMS Building. New members are sought. If unable to attend the meeting, call Chaundel at 826-4857 or Karen at 821-2681 for information on how to become a volunteer.


