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Programs & Issues for the second quarter of 2021 April, May, June 
It has been determined that the following subjects are of concern to the community and have 
been considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community leaders, expert 
witnesses and the general public. 
 

1. Housing and affordable housing 
2. Fire, police and emergency services  
3. Public health and safety      
4. Schools, youth and education 
5. Economy and recovery 

 
The following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest: 
 
KERW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 2nd QUARTER 2021 APR-MAY-JUNE 
 
ISSUE  DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM   DATE_______________ 
 
Housing and affordable housing                                                                                           
President Biden’s $2 trillion infrastructure plan includes $20 billion to reconnect some 
historically Black neighborhoods that were divided and isolated by highway construction.                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 3, 2021 (08:00) 
 

Public health                                                                                                                             
Psychologist Jessica Zucker counsels people struggling with pregnancies, but when she 
miscarried, she grappled with how to take the advice she gave her clients.                              
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 3, 2021 (15:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                      
Governor Gavin Newsom is planning for a full reopening of California on June 15 if enough 
people vaccinated and the state can keep case and hospitalization rates low.                                  
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 10, 2021 (10:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                                     
More people are carrying vaccination record cards, which could be tickets to resuming concerts, 
international travel, and other social activities.                                                                               
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 10, 2021 (08:00) 
 

Public health and safety, youth and education                                                                                  
Eating disorders in teens and young adults have jumped in the last year as more young people 
spent time on screens, according to new research from UC San Francisco.                                             
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 10, 2021 (08:00)                                                                                



 

Environment and energy                                                                                                      
After another dry year, drought is coming back to California. The state’s largest reservoirs are 
half full and the wet season ended last week. Officials say the state’s in better shape than 2012. 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 10, 2021 (07:00)  
 

Environment and energy                                                                                                      A 

kelp forest off the coast of Northern California is practically gone. An estimated 95% of it has 
vanished over the last eight years. That’s a problem for marine life that depends on it.                     
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 10, 2021 (10:00) 
 

Schools, youth and education                                                                                                       
California’s elementary and middle school students saw significant learning losses in math and 
English after more than a year of Zoom education according to a recent study.                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 17, 2021 (12:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                        
Canada has more new daily cases of COVID-19 per capita than the US. The vaccine rollout 
can’t keep up. The CDC said that fully vaccinated Americans shouldn’t travel to Canada.      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 17, 2021 (10:00) 
 

Environment and energy                                                                                                                                
The last gray wolf in California was killed nearly a century ago but, in 2015, a female wolf was 
spotted in Lassen County near the northeast corner of the state.                                                          
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Apr. 17, 2021 (12:00)  
 

Environment and energy                                                                                                               
As California faces the prospect of another drought, farmers in the San Joaquin Valley are 
questioning the future of agriculture in the state.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 1, 2021 (07:00) 
 

Environment and energy, fire and emergency services                                               The 

Camp Fire in which than 80 people died was sparked by PG&E which, in bankruptcy, agreed to 
pay more than $13 billion to victims of the Camp Fire.                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 8, 2021 (08:00) 
 

Environment and energy                                                                                                                       
The Salton Sea could be a valuable source of lithium, which is experiencing a “gold rush” as a 
key ingredient in batteries for electric cars, cell phones, and other renewable energies.                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 8, 2021 (08:00)  



 

Public health and safety                                                                                                                               
The Biden administration announced its new goal is to get 60 percent of Americans at least 
partially vaccinated by July 4. Nationally, vaccine appointments have dropped by 30 percent. 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 8, 2021 (09:00)  
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
Latinos make up less than 40 percent of the California population but more than 55 percent of 
the state’s coronavirus cases. There’s lots of vaccine hesitancy in the community.                              
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 8, 2021 (09:00) 
 

Environment and energy                                                                                                          
California has set the goal to be carbon neutral by 2045. One tool the state plans to use could 
be making the climate crisis worse by adding millions of tons of CO2 into the atmosphere.      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 15, 2021 (10:00) 
 

Police and public safety                                                                                                        A 

gunman in San Jose killed nine people and then himself at a light rail yard on Wednesday. The 
incident adds another mass shooting to the list of more than 200 events in 2021 alone.       
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 29, 2021 (15:00)  
 

Schools, youth and education                                                                                                  
Some California universities are offering college credit for playing video games, and many more 
are adopting esports programs where students can compete in live video game tournaments. 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 29, 2021 (07:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                          
Lawmakers unveiled a bill that would expand health care and disability benefits to veterans 
exposed to toxic chemicals including so-called “burn pits,” considered a modern Agent Orange. 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 29, 2021 (09:00)  
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                                        
After this week’s mass shooting in San Jose that left 10 people dead, including the shooter, 
there are renewed calls for the country to adopt stricter gun laws.                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, May 29, 2021 (08:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                              
A state workplace safety board appointed by Governor Newsom voted to relax mask restrictions 
at some workplaces, depending on if everyone in the room is also fully vaccinated.                              
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 5, 2021 (09:00)  



 

Environment and energy, fire and emergency services                                                                  
This year is expected to be one of the driest years ever recorded in the West and California. 
More than a quarter of the state is facing “exceptional drought” conditions.                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 5, 2021 (06:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                                
State labor officials suggested most vaccinated Californians could ditch their masks at work by 
the end of the month and rescinded a much stricter policy it approved last week.                                                 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 12, 2021 (09:00)   
 

Economy and recovery                                                                                                                      
The cost of living surged 5% last month (annualized), according to the Department of Labor. 
That’s the highest inflation rate we’ve seen in more than a decade.                                                   
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 12, 2021 (08:00)                                            
 

Police and public safety                                                                                                               
As Amazon creates neighborhood network of its smart devices, critics worry about security as 
devices will be able to connect to each other and the internet systems they use.                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 12, 2021 (09:00) 
 

Public health and safety                                                                                                             
California now has Lyme disease-carrying ticks showing up on beaches in Mendocino, Sonoma, 
Napa, Marin, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Malibu, Manhattan Beach and Newport Beach.         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 12, 2021 (07:00) 
 

Housing and affordable housing                                                                                                           
The LA County Board of Supervisors voted Tuesday to extend the region’s eviction moratorium 
through September. California is also considering a statewide extension, though it hasn’t yet.                     
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, June 26, 2021 (13:00) 
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