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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

McLaughlin Group (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewHour Weekend (Weekends) 

Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

NATIONAL MALL: AMERICA’S FRONT YARD (60) minutes   

Aired April 21, 2015 at 8:00pm 

Our National Mall, placed in very center of our nation's capital, is a landscape unlike any 

other on earth. Lined by some of the world's finest museums and dotted with monuments 

to the country's most revered figures, the National Mall presents an image so timeless and 

eternal it's easy for visitors to forget that the landscape is actually man-made. For the 

millions who visit every year, the Mall can seem like a natural phenomenon sprung fully 

formed from the earth; most have only the vaguest sense of the struggles it took for the 

Mall to be born, and to grow. This special brings the surprising story of the Mall's birth 

and evolution to a national audience. Using a mixture of contemporary and archival 

footage, state-of-the-art graphics and rare fly-over aerials the program traces the Mall's, 

and the country's, evolution. From its conception in 1791 by French-born artist and 

engineer Pierre L'Enfant to its present-day status as one of the most familiar and 

cherished icons of our democracy, the story of the Mall is the story of America. 

 

 

THE ROOSEVELTS: AN INTIMATE HISTORY (960) minutes 

Aired Tuesdays starting May 5, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

The Roosevelts, written by Geoffrey C. Ward and narrated by Peter Coyote, follows the 

fmily’s story for more than a century, from Theodore’s birth in 1858 to Eleanor’s death in 

1962. The series emcompasses all the extraordinary history the Roosevelts helped to 

make—the creation of National Pardks and the digging of the Panama Canal, the New 

Deal and the defeat of Hitler, and the postwar struggles for civil rights at home and 

human rights around the world. But it is also an intimate human story about love and 

betrayal, family feeling, personal courage, and the conquest of fear. 

 

 

THE JEWISH JOURNEY: AMERICA (90) minutes 

Aired June 7, 2015 at 6:30 pm 
A program traces Jewish immigration to the U.S. through the centuries. Top scholars, 

notable writers and immigrants themselves share stories of those who made a leap of faith 

to escape persecution or pursue opportunity.  
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Arts 
 

 

WETA ARTS (30) minutes  

Aired Friday, April 3, 2015 at 10:30pm 

Visit “Words, Beats, and Life,” a DC non-profit that uses Hip-Hop to engage youth; an 

Alexandria animal shelter hosts an art show celebrating dogs and cats; spend a day with a 

prima ballerina; meet a Vietnam vet who transcends language through sculpture; and 

learn how two new exhibits at the Phillips Collection combine surrealism and science. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: LES COMTES D’HOFFMAN 

Aired Sunday, May 10, 2015 at 12:00 pm 

Magnetic tenor Vittorio Grigolo takes on the tortured poet and unwitting adventurer of 

the title of Offenbach’s operatic masterpiece in the Met’s wild, kaleidoscopic production. 

Hibla Gerzmava, Erin Morley and Christine Rice sing the three heroines — each an 

idealized embodiment of some aspect of Hoffmann’s desire. Thomas Hampson portrays 

the shadowy Four Villains, and Yves Abel conducts the sparkling score. 

 

 

THE TENORS UNDER ONE SKY 

Aired June 6, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

The Tenors (formerly known as The Canadian Tenors) return for their third television 

concert special, presenting songs from their new album, Under One Sky, a blend of 

classical and contemporary pop. The Tenors have created new arrangements for some top 

pop songs like Eric Clapton’s “Tears in Heaven,” Bill Withers’ “Lean On Me” and  

Queen’s “Who Wants to Live Forever.” The Tenors also perform some of their original 

compositions and well as the classics “Besame Mucho” and “Granada. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 

THE TRUTH ABOUT MONEY WITH RIC EDELMAN (30) minutes 

Aired April 21, 2015 at 1:00 pm 

Investment advisor Ric Edelman teaches a college student how to understand the value of 

her degree; explores whether there's big bucks in tiny technology; and Jean Edelman 

shares her perspective on "catching the wave." 

 

 
FRONTLINE: THE TROUBLE WITH CHICKEN (60) mintues 

Aired May 12, 2013 at 10:00 pm 

Frontline investigates the spread of dangerous pathogens in our meat — particularly 

poultry — and why the food-safety system isn’t stopping the threat. Focusing 

on an outbreak of Salmonella Heidelberg at one of the nation’s largest poultry processors, 

the film shows how contaminants are evading regulators and causing severe illnesses. 

 

 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired June 24, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

When Brendan Wegner went to work in North Dakota's Bakken oil fields, his family had 

no idea it was so dangerous. On average, a worker dies every six weeks. On his first day 

on the rig, Wegner was killed by an explosion, and OSHA launched an investigation. 

Special correspondent Jennifer Gollan of Reveal from the Center for Investigative 

Reporting examines how employers avoid accountability.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes 

Aired April 19, 2015 at 6:00pm 

The Justice Department and FBI formally acknowledged that FBI forensic investigators 

routinely gave flawed testimony overstating evidence against criminal defendants during 

the 1980s and 1990s. In more than a dozen cases, defendants were later executed or died 

in prison. Spencer Hsu of The Washington Post joins Hari Sreenivasan from Washington 

to discuss. 

 

 

NOVA: THE RISE OF THE HACKERS (60) minutes 

Aired May 20, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Our lives are going digital. We shop, bank and even date online. Computers hold our 

treasured photographs, private emails and all of our personal information. This data is 

precious -- and cybercriminals want it. Now, NOVA goes behind the scenes of the fast-

paced world of cryptography to meet the scientists battling to keep our data safe. They 

are experts in extreme physics, math, and a new field called "ultra paranoid computing," 

all working to forge unbreakable codes and build ultra-fast computers. From the two men 

who uncovered the world's most advanced cyber weapon to the computer expert who 

worked out how to hack into cash machines and scientists who believe they can store a 

password in your unconscious brain, NOVA investigates how a new global geek squad is 

harnessing cutting-edge science -- all to stay one step ahead of the hackers.  

 

 
P.O.V.: OUT IN THE NIGHT (60) minutes 

Aired June 22, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

In 2006, under the neon lights of a gay-friendly neighborhood in New York City, a group 

of African-American  lesbians were violently threatened by a man on the street. The 

women fought back and were later charged with gang assault and attempted murder. The 

tabloids quickly dubbed them a gang of "Killer Lesbians" and a "Wolf Pack." Three 

pleaded guilty to avoid a trial, but the remaining four — Renata, Patreese, Venice and 

Terrain — maintained their innocence. The award-winning Out in the Night examines 

the sensational case and the women's uphill battle, revealing the role that race, gender 

identity and sexuality play in our criminal justice system.  
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Economy 
 

 

NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT (30) minutes 

Aired April 3, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

Tonight on special edition of Nightly Business Report, what the March employment 

report says about the state of the economy and what’s in store for the Class of 2015? 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired May 14, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Days after Senate Democrats blocked debate over the president’s fast-track authority, the 

Senate put the trade deal with Asia back on track. To get a business perspective on the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership, Hari Sreenivasan talks to John Murphy of the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce, which represents 3 million businesses and employers and has been pushing 

hard for the deal. 

 

 

Washington Week with Gwen Ifill (30) minutes 

Aired June 19, 2015 

In Congress, Republican leaders worked with the White House to pass fast-trade trade 

authority after Democrats blocked the initial bill. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NATURE: NATURE’S GUIDE TO ANIMAL HOMES (60) minutes 

Aired April 8-22, 2015 at 8:00pm 

Animals build homes to provide a safe and stable place to raise a family, just as we do, 

but go about it in entirely different ways. This series investigates just how animals build 

their amazing homes and the intriguing behaviors and social interactions that take place 

in and around them. Ecologist Chris Morgan serves as the guide and real estate agent, 

evaluating and deconstructing animal homes, their material, location, neighborhood and 

aesthetics. Throughout, the series delves into the amazing flexibility animal architects 

display, the clever choices they make, and the ingenious ways they deal with troublesome 

habitats. Stunning cinematography, satellite imagery, CGI, 3D animation, CT scans, 

signature 3D blueprint graphics and the guidance of distinguished experts provide 

intimate, never-before-seen views of the personal lives of animals in their homes. 

 

 

NOVA: LETHAL SEAS (60) minutes 

Aired May 13, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

A deadly recipe threatens the survival of countless creatures throughout Earth’s oceans, 

which absorb about a quarter of the carbon dioxide in the planet’s atmosphere. With 

carbon emissions sharply rising, the silent killer is entering the seas at a staggering rate 

— raising the oceans’ acidity. As a result, the skeletons and shells of marine creatures 

that form the foundation of the web of life are dissolving. Follow scientists who are 

seeking solutions. 

 

 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired June 18, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Today the Pope released an encyclical calling for action to combat climate change. Judy 

Woodruff speaks to Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, D.C., about 

what the encyclical means to Catholic doctrine, and how it could influence international 

policy. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

RX: THE QUIET REVOLUTION (90) minutes 

Aired April 19, 2015 at 4:00 pm 

Filmmaker David Grubin, the son of a general practitioner, takes his camera across the 

country to uncover a quiet revolution happening in medicine. From Maine to Mississippi, 

Alaska to California, he visits physicians, nurses and other healthcare professionals who 

are placing the patient at the center of their practice — transforming the way medical care 

is delivered while lowering costs. "Rx: The Quiet Revolution" shows how a patient-

centered philosophy can improve health outcomes and enrich the lives of patients. 

 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired May 12, 2015 at 11:00 pm 

Tom Brokaw, the anchor and managing editor of NBC Nightly News for more than 

twenty years. He discusses his battle with cancer and his new book, "A Lucky Life 

Interrupted: A Memoir of Hope."  

 
 

CARING FOR MOM & DAD (60) minutes 

Aired June 21, 2015 at  

Examine an unprecedented demographic shift — the 75 million baby boomers now 

entering their retirement years — and the problems in caring for this aging population 

when they can no longer care for themselves. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 

Aired April 17, 2015 at 8:00pm 

A bipartisan deal for Congress to review the Iran nuclear agreement and removing Cuba 

from the list of terrorist states. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired May 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Hatch: Trade bill one of the most important in U.S. history 

Supporters of a proposed trade pact with Asia ran into a roadblock Tuesday when a test 

vote on giving President Obama fast-track authority failed in the Senate. Judy Woodruff 

talks to Republican Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah, a co-sponsor of the fast-track 

legislation, about a new compromise reached by lawmakers and why he supports the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired June 12, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Syndicated columnist Mark Shields and New York Times columnist David Brooks join 

Judy Woodruff to discuss the week’s news, including a defeat for President Obama from 

his own party on a trade deal vote, the White House announcement that the U.S. will send 

more military trainers to Iraq, Hillary Clinton gears up for a big rally.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: THE GREAT MATH MYSTERY (60) minutes 

Aired April 15, 2015 at 9:00pm 

Join NOVA on a mathematical mystery tour—a provocative exploration of math's 

astonishing power across the centuries. We discover math's signature in the swirl of a 

nautilus shell, the whirlpool of a galaxy, and the spiral in the center of a sunflower. Math 

was essential to everything from the first wireless radio transmissions to the prediction 

and discovery of the Higgs boson and the successful landing of rovers on Mars. 

Astrophysicist and writer Mario Livio, along with a colorful cast of mathematicians, 

physicists, and engineers, follow math from Pythagoras to Einstein and beyond. It all 

leads to the ultimate riddle: Is math a human invention or the discovery of the language 

of the universe? 

 

 

SCITECH NOW (30) minutes 

Aired May 17, 2015 at 5:30 pm 

A newsmagazine program hosted by Hari Sreenivasan, anchor of PBS NewsHour 

Weekend and a senior correspondent for the nightly program PBS NewsHour, explores 

topics including technology, scientific discovery and innovation. 

 

 

FIRST PEOPLES: AMERICAS (90) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 24 at 9:00 pm 

Learn why an underwater discovery in Mexico may rewrite the story of early migration to 

the Americas. Colonization was a challenge because a huge ice sheet blocked the route. 

It’s now believed that humans arrived in the Americas by boat, not on foot. Series: See 

how the mixing of prehistoric human genes led the way for our species to survive and 

thrive around the globe. Archaeology, genetics and anthropology cast new light on 

200,000 years of history, detailing how early humans became dominant.  



 13 

War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE FIGHT FOR YEMEN (60) minutes 

Aired April 7, 2015 at 10:00pm 

A report on the escalating conflict in Yemen. Included: the violent feuds that are tearing 

the country apart; the rival anti-American and Al Qaeda-aligned forces fighting for 

control; and the consequences for the region. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: SECRETS, POLITICS, AND TORTURE (60) minutes 

Aired May 19, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

This is the dramatic story of the fight over the CIA's controversial interrogation methods, 

widely criticized as torture. Based on recently declassified documents and interviews 

with key political leaders and CIA insiders, the film investigates what the CIA did and 

whether it worked. 

 

 

LAST DAYS IN VIETNAM: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired June 7, 2015 at 2:30 pm 
During the chaotic final days of the Vietnam War, the North Vietnamese Army closes in 

on Saigon as South Vietnamese resistance crumbles. The United States has only a 

skeleton crew of diplomats and military operatives still in the country. As Communist 

victory becomes inevitable and the U.S. readies to withdraw, some Americans begin to 

consider the certain imprisonment and possible death of their South Vietnamese allies, 

co-workers, and friends. Meanwhile, the prospect of an official evacuation of South 

Vietnamese becomes delayed by Congressional gridlock and the inexplicably optimistic 

U.S. Ambassador. With the clock ticking and the city under fire, a number of heroic 

Americans take matters into their own hands, engaging in unsanctioned and often 

makeshift operations in a desperate effort to save as many South Vietnamese lives as 

possible. 


