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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 
of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 
March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 
 
American History / Biography 
Arts 
Business / Industry 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
Economy 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
National Politics 
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics. 
 
BBC World News America (Weeknights) 
Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 
Frontline (Weekly) 
McLaughlin Group (Weekly) 
Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 
PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 
PBS NewHour Weekend (Weekends) 
Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (Weekly) 
To the Contrary (Weekly) 
Washington Week (Weekly) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 3

Top Categories 
Quarterly Program Topic Report 

1st Quarter 2015 
January, February, March 

 
 
 
 
 

Issue               Page No. 
 
American History / Biography……………………………………………. 4 
Arts………………………………………………………………………... 5 
Business / Industry.………………………………………………………... 6 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement………...………………............... 7 
Economy…………………………………………………………………… 8 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters ……………………………….... 9 
Health / Health Care...…………………..…………………………………. 10 
National Politics………………………………………………………….... 11 
Science / Technology…………………………………………………….... 12 
War / Veterans / National Security………………………………………...  13 
 
 



 4

American History / Biography 
 
 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: RIPLEY: BELIEVE IT OR NOT (90) minutes   
Aired January 6, 2015 at 9:00pm 
Robert Ripley’s obsession with the odd made him one of the richest men in America. 
Over three decades, his “Believe It or Not” franchise grew into an entertainment empire, 
and the eccentric, globetrotting playboy became an unlikely national celebrity. 
 
 
THE ITALIAN AMERICANS (240) minutes 
Aired February 17 and 24, 2015 at 9pm 
A miniseries co-produced by WETA traces the journey of Italian Americans from the late 
19th century to today. The series peels away myths and stereotypes to reveal a world 
uniquely Italian and uniquely American. Stanley Tucci narrates. Part 1& 2 of 4. La 
Famiglia (1890-1910). A brief history of the Italian Risorgimento provides the context 
for the great flight from Italy’s mezzogiorno region. By the late 19th century, Italians 
begin to put down roots and “Little Italys” spring up in urban areas throughout the U.S. 
But the first generation, holding onto language and culture, is branded “outsiders” and 
mistrusted by non-Italians. In New Orleans, this mistrust explodes into violence. 
Meanwhile, in San Francisco, a second-generation Italian American saves his community 
from disaster while creating one of the greatest financial institutions in America. Part 3 
& 4 of 4. Loyal Americans (1930-1945). A second generation of Italian Americans begins 
to enter the labor movement, politics, sports and entertainment. Fiorello LaGuardia 
becomes mayor of New York City. Joe DiMaggio, the son of a San Francisco fisherman, 
becomes a baseball powerhouse and an American hero. But with the outbreak of World 
War II, loyalty to America is questioned and Italians are forced to choose between two 
nations at war. The war proves to be a turning point for Italian Americans as they begin 
to break out of their enclaves. 
 
 
DISCOVERING ALEXANDRIA: THE EARLY YEARS (120) minutes 
Aired March 16, 2015 at 9:00pm 
Join Alexandria’s most noted historians and authors as WETA explores the story of 
Alexandria. Relive the birth of one of the nation’s most vibrant port cities, and meet the 
men and women who made history and called Alexandria their home. Discover the 
stories of some of Alexandria’s most famous landmarks, and explore the golden age of 
Alexandria when commerce and industry boomed.  Experience the impact of war and life 
under British rule, and learn of the hope and heartache of the lives of African Americans 
in Alexandria. See how this small southern town was transformed overnight during the 
Civil War, and much more. 
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Arts 
 

 
BILLY JOEL: THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GERSHWIN PRIZE (90) minutes  
Aired January 2, 2015 at 9:00pm 
A performance special co-produced by WETA honors singer-songwriter Billy Joel, 
spotlighting his receipt of the Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song and 
musical tributes from guest artists. The evening of music, taped November 19, includes 
performances by Joel and his band, as well as Tony Bennett, Boyz II Men, Gavin 
DeGraw, Josh Groban, Natalie Maines, John Mellencamp and LeAnn Rimes, with a 
special performance by Kevin Spacey — as well as a dance ensemble performance from 
Twyla Tharp’s “Movin’ Out.” Michael Feinstein paid tribute to the legacy of George and 
Ira Gershwin and their collection, which is housed in the Library of Congress. 
 
 
CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 
Aired February 7, 2015 at 12:00am 
Grammy Award-winning hip-hop artist Common talks about his role as civil rights leader 
James Bevel in the film, Selma. Actor Ethan Hawke discusses his Oscar-nominated  role 
in the film Boyhood. 
 
 
GREAT PERFORMANCES: PAVAROTTI: A VOICE FOR THE AGES  
(90) minutes 
Aired March 18, 2015 at 10:00 pm 
Highlights from the career of tenor Luciano Pavarotti (1935-2007), including "Nessun 
dorma"; arias from "La Bohème," "Rigoletto" and "Aida"; "Mamma"; "O Sole Mio"; and 
duets with Bono, Eric Clapton, Sting and Vanessa Williams. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 
THE TRUTH ABOUT MONEY WITH RIC EDELMAN (30) minutes 
Aired January, 5, 2015 at 1:00 pm 
Financial Advisor Ric Edelman offers a life preserver to a homeowner who is underwater 
on her mortgage. Ric also provides financial basic training to troops at Fort Belvoir and 
Avi Reichental, an expert in 3D printing drafts a blueprint on how consumers and 
investors can take advantage of this cutting edge technology. Jean Edelman shows us that 
while money can’t buy happiness, finding joy in the little things can be priceless. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired February 5, 2015 at 7:00pm 
What ‘Gangnam Style’ can teach us about the Psy-chology of investing: The huge global 
hit “Gangnam Style” broke YouTube records; did it also drive shares of a South Korean 
semiconductor company? Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports on what Korean 
pop star Psy has in common with “the hottest, sexiest CEOs alive” and the 2013 Nobel 
Prize in Economics. 
 
 
SUZE ORMAN’S FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS FOR YOU (120) minutes   
Aired March 10, 2015 at 11:00pm 
Suze Orman offers advice for managing money and making smart choices towards an 
economically secure future. Among the topics she addresses: investing; buying vs. 
renting a home; saving for retirement; and buying life insurance. Also: wills and trusts; 
and student loans. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 
 
A PATH APPEARS (60) minutes 
Aired January 26, 2015 at 10:00pm 
Join New York Times reporter Nicholas Kristof, Ashley Judd, Blake Lively and  
Malin Ackerman as they meet activists fighting sex trafficking in the U.S. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired February 4, 2015 at 7:00pm 
Why are hackers targeting insurance companies? Hackers broke into a database at 
Anthem, the nation’s second largest health insurance provider, which contained names, 
social security numbers, income data and addresses of 80 million people. Judy Woodruff 
speaks with Mark Bower of Voltage Security about who might be behind the attack and 
why they would want to target an insurer. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired March 18, 2015 
Lawmakers from both parties had come together in recent weeks to combat human 
trafficking with a bill to help victims. But now senators are in a standoff over a 
stipulation that bans the use of special funds for victims' abortions. Judy Woodruff talks 
to Bradley Myles of Polaris and Holly Austin Smith, an advocate and a trafficking 
survivor, about how predators lure victims and what’s at stake.  
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Economy 
 
 

NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT (30) minutes 
Aired January 5, 2015 at 6:00 pm 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report, a sell-off on Wall Street as the Down Industrial 
Average falls more than 300 points and oil prices plummet 5%. Why more investors are 
pouring money into passive index funds and turning their backs on stock pickers. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired February 2, 2015 at7:00pm 
Budget priorities and nonstarters according to the GOP: How are Republicans responding 
to President Obama’s 2016 budget? Gwen Ifill gets reaction from Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, on issues like sequestration, the deficit, infrastructure spending and economic 
growth for the middle class. 
 
 
180 DAYS: HARTSVILLE (120) minutes 
Aired March 25, 2015 at 4:00pm 
Experience a year of a Southern town’s efforts to address the urgent demand for reform 
in American public schools and watch what happens when the systems that can either 
fuel or diffuse reform—bureaucracy, economic opportunity and fixed mindsets—interact 
and intersect 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
 
 
NATURE: WILD FRANCE (60) minutes 
Aired January 7, 2015 at 8:00pm 
For most, a trip to France includes fine food, local wines, beautiful cities and celebrated 
culture of all kinds. This is a trip of a different sort altogether, featuring the unexpected 
flora and fauna of the country, both great and small. Journeying from the Pyrenees to the 
Alps, all around the mainland and farther on to Corsica, it is the story of the wild side of 
France. Breathtaking photography reveals wolves, wild boar and even bears living among 
France’s many mountains, valleys and forests. 
 
 
 
NATURE: ANIMAL ODD COUPLES (60) minutes 
Aired February 11, 2015 at 8:00pm 
Despite the odds, there are countless stories of the most unlikely cross-species 
relationships imaginable: a goat guiding a blind horse; a doe who regularly visits her 
Great Dane surrogate mother; a juvenile gibbon choosing to live with a family of 
capuchins, and so on. Instincts gone awry? The subject has mystified scientists for years. 
Now, NATURE investigates why animals form these special bonds. Informed by the 
observations of caregivers and noted scientists Temple Grandin and Marc Bekoff, the 
film explores what these relationships suggest about the nature of animal emotions. 
 

 
 
NATURE: IRELAND”S WILD RIVER (60) minutes 
Aired March 25 at 8:00pm 
The Shannon is Ireland’s greatest geographical landmark and longest river. On its 
journey south, the waterway passes through a huge palette of rural landscapes, where on 
little-known backwaters, Ireland’s wild animals and plants still thrive as almost nowhere 
else. Wildlife cameraman Colin Stafford-Johnson follows the river by canoe on a voyage 
through four seasons.  
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Health / Health Care 
 
 
TO THE CONTRARY (30) MINUTES 
Aired January 11, 2015 at 9:30am 
Contentious Law Surrounding Abortion Clinics in Texas: Court will decide on a 
contentious law that requires clinics to pay millions of dollars to upgrade  to current 
safety. Why Becoming an Involved Parent Helps Men in the Workplace, But Hurts 
Women: According to new data, involved fatherhood boosts men’s careers ... but 
involved motherhood hurts women’s careers. UN Women: Beijing+20: How far have we 
come twenty years after the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing? 
 
FRONTLINE: BEING MORTAL (60) minutes   
Aired February 10, 2015 at 10:00pm 
Frontline teams up with writer and surgeon Atul Gawande to examine how doctors care 
for terminally ill patients. In conjunction with Gawande’s new book, Being Mortal, the 
film explores the relationships between doctors and patients nearing the end of life, and 
shows how many doctors — including Gawande himself — struggle to talk honestly and 
openly with their dying patients. 
 

 
CANCER: THE EMPEROR OF ALL MALADIES 
Aired March 30 and 31, 2015 at 9:00 pm (parts 1 and 2, respectively) 
The WETA co-production Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies, asix-hour, three-part 
film produced by Ken Burns and directed byBarak Goodman, tells the story of cancer, 
exploring the history ofthe disease, following contemporary patients, and spotlighting the 
latest scientific breakthroughs that offer hope for future cures. The series is based on a 
book by Siddhartha Mukherjee. 
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National Politics / Government 
 
 

FRONTLINE: GUNNED DOWN (60) minutes 
Aired January 6, 2015 at 10:00pm 
FRONTLINE investigates how the NRA uses unrivaled political power to stop gun 
regulation in America. With first-hand accounts of school killings in Newtown and 
Columbine, and the shooting of Congress woman Gabby Giffords, Gunned Down 
examines why, despite the national trauma over gun violence Washington hasn’t acted. 
 
 
CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes   
Aired February 9, 2015 at 11:30pm 
Nick Burns, professor of the practice of diplomacy and international politics at Harvard's 
Kennedy School of Government, discusses President Obama and German chancellor 
Angela Merkel's meeting about fighting between pro-Russia rebels and Ukrainian troops. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired March 18, 2015 at 7:00pm 
What Netanyahu’s re-election means for Israel. Itamar Rabinovich, former Ambassador, 
Israel, Shibley Telhami, the Anwar Sadat professor of peace and development at the 
University of Maryland and author of the book “The World Through Arab Eyes,” and 
Robert Satloff, executive director of the Washington Institute for East — for Near East 
Policy join Gwen Ifiill for a discussion.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 
NOVA: BIG BANG MACHINE (60) minutes 
Aired January 14, 2015 at 9:00pm 
On July 4, 2012, scientists at the giant atom smashing facility at CERN announce the 
discovery of a subatomic particle that seems like a tantalizingly close match to the elusive 
Higgs Boson, thought to be responsible for giving all the stuff in the universe its mass. 
Since it was first proposed nearly fifty years ago, the Higgs has been the Holy Grail of 
particle physicists: if they can find it, it will validate the “standard model” that underlies 
all of modern physics. CERN’s scientists are still scrutinizing the results from July to see 
how well they fit the Higgs prediction. If the data conceals surprises, they could upend 
much of what we thought we knew about the particles and forces that make up our 
universe. 
 
EARTH A NEW WILD: HOME & PLAINS (120) minutes   
Aired February 4, 2015 at 9:00pm 
Travel deep into the wild to take a fresh look at humankind’s relationship to the big 
animals that live alongside us. From cuddling baby pandas to avoiding man-eating tigers, 
Dr. M. Sanjayan investigates our changing relationships with the wilderness. The severe 
peril of extraordinary animals and their habitats is ever-present, but Sanjayan focuses on 
the powerful stories that prove animals and humans can thrive side by side. It’s a new 
kind of wild, but one on which we all depend.  
 
NOVA: THE BIBLE’S BURIED SECRETS (120) minutes 
Aired March 25, 2015 at 9:00 pm 
A special two-hour NOVA presents a story of science, history and faith, investigating the 
origins of the ancient Israelites, the evolution of their belief in one God and the creation 
of the Bible. More than a century of literary detective work and decades of archaeological 
excavation in the Holy Land offer provocative new insights.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
NOVA: RISE OF THE DRONES (60) minutes 
Aired January 7, 2015 at 9:00pm 
Drones. These unmanned flying robots–some as large as jumbo jets, others as small as 
birds–do things straight out of science fiction. Much of what it takes to get these robotic 
airplanes to fly, sense, and kill has remained secret. But now, with rare access to drone 
engineers and those who fly them for the U.S. military, NOVA reveals the amazing 
technologies that make drones so powerful as we see how a remotely-piloted drone strike 
looks and feels from inside the command center. From cameras that can capture every 
detail of an entire city at a glance to swarming robots that can make decisions on their 
own to giant air frames that can stay aloft for days on end, drones are changing our 
relationship to war, surveillance, and each other. And it's just the beginning. Discover the 
cutting edge technologies that are propelling us toward a new chapter in aviation history 
as NOVA gets ready for "Rise of the Drones." 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired February 4, 2015 at 7:00pm 
Jordan’s King Abdullah calls for ‘relentless’ war against Islamic State: The Islamic 
State's killing of a Jordanian military pilot triggered condemnation across the Middle 
East, as well as vows to strike back and redouble the fight. The pilot’s father called for 
revenge by executing prisoners and protesters joined in with that demand. Judy Woodruff 
reports. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 
Aired Friday, March 13 at 8:30pm 
In the latest embarrassment for the agency tasked with protecting the president, two 
Secret Service agents are being investigated for driving a vehicle into a White House 
security barricade while under the influence of alcohol. The agents allegedly drove into 
an active bomb investigation, nearly missing a suspicious package. The Washington 
Post’s Carol Leonnig details the latest troubles for the Secret Service. Plus, former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke out publicly for the first time about her exclusive 
use of a private email address and server during her tenure as the nation’s top diplomat. 
Clinton called the decision one of “convenience,” but her explanation hasn’t calmed her 
critics. CNN’s Jeff Zeleny explains the impact on Clinton’s presumed presidential 
campaign. And 47 Republican senators this week outraged the White House when they 
circumvented President Obama’s foreign policy by reaching out to Iran to warn the 
regime of agreeing to a nuclear deal. The New York Times’ Peter Baker reports on the 
political controversy. 
 
 


