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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During June, July, and August, 

the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

McLaughlin Group (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

MARY TYLER MOORE: A CELEBRATION (60) minutes   

Aired Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 8:00pm 

She "turned the world on with her smile" on The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Mary Tyler 

Moore Show and countless movie roles. This special features dozens of classic clips plus 

comments from Betty White, Ed Asner, Valerie Harper, Cloris Leachman, Gavin 

MacLeod, John Amos, Carl Reiner, Dick Van Dyke, and Mary Tyler Moore herself. Plus, 

Oprah Winfrey recounts Mary Tyler Moore's critical role in inspiring Oprah -- and 

millions of others -- as TV's first independent career woman. 

 

 

 

 

DEBT OF HONOR: DISABLED VETERANS IN AMERICAN HISTORY (60) 

minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 10, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Take an unflinching look at the reality of warfare and disability in this history of disabled 

veterans. Witness moving interviews with some of the country's most prominent disabled 

veterans. 

 

 

 

 

THE AFRICAN AMERICANS: MANY RIVERS TO CROSS (480) minutes 

Aired Saturday, December 12, 2015 at 10:00 am 
This series chronicles the full sweep of African American history, from the origins of 

slavery on the African continent through five centuries of historic events right up to 

present day -- when America has a black President, yet remains a nation deeply divided 

by race. It explores the origins of the people from Africa whose enslavement led to the 

creation of the African American people, as well as the multiplicity of cultural 

institutions, political strategies, and religious and social perspectives that African 

Americans have developed against unimaginable odds. All of these elements define black 

culture and society in its extraordinarily rich and compelling diversity from slavery to 

freedom, from the plantation to the White House. Hosted by Harvard scholar Henry 

Louis Gates, Jr., and drawing on some of America's top historians and heretofore 

untapped primary sources, the series guides viewers on a journey across 500 years and 

two continents to shed new light on the experience of being an African American.  
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Arts 
 

 

P.O.V.: AI WEIWEI: THE FAKE CASE (60) minutes  

Aired Friday, October 2, 2015 at 9:30pm 

This stunning dissection of the persecution of Chinese artist Ai Weiwei explores how the 

government's attempts to silence him have backfired and turned him into an irrepressible 

voice for free speech and human rights around the globe. 

 

 

 

 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER: ACT ONE (210) minutes 

Aired Friday. November 13, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Watch Lincoln Center Theater's presentation of James Lapine's vivid play about the great 

playwright Moss Hart, re-imagined from Hart's memoir. Tony Shalhoub, Andrea Martin 

and Santino Fontana star. 

 

 

 

 

LIBERA: ANGELS SING CHRISTMAS IN IRELAND (90) minutes 

Aired Thursday, December 10, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Warm your heart and soul with the angelic voices of one of the world’s most acclaimed 

boy choirs as they perform traditional Christmas carols infused with the musical sounds 

of Ireland. Recorded in the spectacular St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Armagh, Ireland, the 

concert also features virtuoso musicians, including Irish flute player Brian Dunning and 

violinist Zoe Conway. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: PARK AVENUE: MONEY, POWER, & THE 

AMERICAN DREAM (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, October 3, 2015 at 11:30 pm 

Academy Award-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney ("Taxi to the Dark Side," "Enron: The 

Smartest Guys in the Room") presents his take on the gap between rich and poor 

Americans in "Park Avenue: Money, Power & the American Dream." Gibney contends 

that America's richest citizens have "rigged the game in their favor," and created 

unprecedented inequality in the United States. Nowhere, Gibney asserts, is this more 

evident than on Park Avenue in New York. 740 Park in Manhattan is currently home to 

the highest concentration of billionaires in the country. Across the river, less than five 

miles away, Park Avenue runs through the South Bronx, home to the poorest 

congressional district in the United States. In this film, Gibney states that while income 

disparity has always existed in the U.S., it has accelerated sharply over the last 40 years. 

As of 2010, the 400 richest Americans controlled more wealth than the bottom 50 percent 

of the populace -- 150 million people. In the film, Gibney explains why he believes 

upward mobility is increasingly out of reach for the poor. 

 

 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Why capping methane leaks is a win-win goal for industry and environmentalists: 

Methane, the primary component of natural gas, is also a potent greenhouse gas, trapping 

energy in the atmosphere. Last year NASA released satellite images showing a hot spot 

in the area where New Mexico, Colorado, Utah and Arizona meet, prompting scientists to 

go in search of the sources. Special correspondent Kathleen McCleery reports on efforts 

to crackdown on methane emissions. 

 

 

 
 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 3, 2015 at 12:00 pm 

A conversation with Brian Moynihan, chairman and C.E.O. of Bank of America,  the 

nation's second-largest bank, which has completed a turnaround after eight years of 

litigation resulting from the financial crisis. 

  



 7 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK IN REVIEW (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, October 2, 2015 at 8:00pm 

Oregon Shooting Renews Push For Gun Laws, Republican House Leadership Shakeup 

and Russian Airstrikes in Syria: After a gunman opened fire at a community college in 

Oregon killing nine people, President Obama made an impassioned appeal for stronger 

gun control policy. Despite Obama's plea, Alexis Simendinger of Real Clear Politics says 

there seems to be no appetite to bring up new gun legislation on Capitol Hill and if any 

change occurs it’ll be a project for the next president. After the announced resignation of 

House Speaker John Boehner, Republicans on Capitol Hill are preparing to elect a new 

leader. The likely next-Speaker Kevin McCarthy has come under fire from Democrats 

after he initially told Fox News that the investigation into the Benghazi attacks and 

Hillary Clinton's role was politically motivated.  

 

Another government shutdown was avoided after a battle over federal funding for 

Planned Parenthood heated up. NPR’s Susan Davis discusses how the debate will start up 

again in December. And after meeting with President Obama at the UN General 

Assembly in New York this week, Russian President Vladimir Putin and his government 

launched airstrikes in Syria just days later. Despite the assertions of the Kremlin, it 

appears the attacks are being carried out against anti-Assad forces in the region and not 

against ISIS. The New York Times’ Peter Baker and The Daily Beast’s Nancy Youssef 

discuss how Putin’s defense of Assad’s government may be an inadvertent defense of his 

own. 

 

 

 

 

FRONTLINE: TERROR IN LITTLE SAIGON (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 3, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Searching for the assassins behind a reign of terror that targeted Vietnamese-American 

journalists. FRONTLINE and ProPublica investigate a series of unsolved murders and 

attacks, uncovering a trail from American cities to jungles in Southeast Asia. 

  

 

 

 

PROHIBITION: A NATION OF SCOFLAWS (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 15, 2014 at 8:00 pm 

Discover the true story of America’s “Great Experiment.” Go beyond the oft-told tales of 

gangsters, rum-runners, flappers and speakeasies to experience the rise, rule and fall of 

the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s 

PROHIBITION. Since the early years of the American Republic, alcohol has been 

embedded in the fabric of American culture. But by 1830, the average American over 15 

years old consumes nearly seven gallons of pure alcohol a year, three times as much as 
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we drink today. Alcohol abuse wreaks havoc on the lives of many families. As a wave of 

spiritual fervor for reform sweeps the country, many women and men begin to see 

alcohol as a scourge. After the Civil War, the country’s population swells with 

immigrants, who bring their drinking customs with them from Ireland, Germany, Italy 

and other European countries. The temperance campaign ignites, spearheaded by the 

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. Carrie Nation and her Home Defenders Army 

bring publicity by attacking Kansas bars with stones and hatchets, and the Anti-Saloon 

League (ASL) forms to push for an amendment to the Constitution outlawing alcohol 

nationally. Most politicians dare not defy the ASL, and in 1917 the 18th Amendment 

sails through both Houses of Congress; it is ratified by the states in just 13 months. When 

the Amendment is signed into law, Prohibitionists rejoice that America has become 

officially dry. But Americans are about to discover that making Prohibition the law of the 

land has been one thing; enforcing it will be another.   
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Why growing lettuce in New York City is a growing business: In cities like New York 

and across the river in Newark, rooftops and abandoned buildings are underutilized 

pieces of real estate now being turned into agricultural operations. Can these urban farms 

address the coming global food crisis, or are they simply a growing business in America? 

Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports. 

 

 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Selling office space and happy hour to a rising economy of freelancers: As  the ranks of 

the self-employed swell, why not set up shared office space with amenities and 

camaraderie to attract contingent workers? That's the idea behind WeWork, a company 

offering cool and convenient places for the outsourced to set up shop. Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman reports on rise of the freelance economy. 

 

 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Can Nigeria’s booming economy lift its poorest people? Nigeria is a nation of 

superlatives. It’s Africa's richest country and its fastest growing economy. At the same 

time, millions still live in poverty and lack basic services like running water. As part of a 

week-long series "Nigeria: Pain and Promise," special correspondent Nick Schifrin 

reports on the country's massive economic surge, new millionaires, growing inequality 

and those fighting to provide new opportunities for all Nigerians. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NOVA: SINKHOLES: BURIED ALIVE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 9:00pm 

In Tampa, Florida, in February 2013, a giant hole in the ground opened up and swallowed 

half a house, killing 36 year-old Jeffrey Bush as he slept in his bedroom. A month later, a 

golfer in Illinois survived an 18-foot fall when the 14th hole caved in beneath his feet. 

Both were victims of sinkholes-a notorious worldwide hazard that lurks wherever 

limestone bedrock is found. When carbon dioxide dissolves in rainwater, it forms a weak 

acid that attacks the soft limestone, riddling it like Swiss cheese with hidden underground 

rivers, caves and hollows. While this process of erosion takes millions of years, the 

fragile roof of a cavern near the surface can collapse in an eye blink, with little or no 

advance warning. Sinkholes can range from a few meters across to one in Egypt that 

measures 50 x 75 miles, and a Chinese hole nearly half a mile deep. Filled with 

compelling eyewitness video of collapsing sinkholes and authoritative science from 

expert geologists, NOVA investigates what it's like to have your world vanish beneath 

your feet. 

 

 

 

 

EARTH’S NATURAL WONDERS: LIVING WONDERS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Witness wonders created by the force that makes our planet unique-life itself. In the 

Amazon, boys face fierce animals in a rite of passage and a Bangladeshi father and son 

brave killer bees and man-eating tigers to find honey. 

 
 

 

 

NOVA: METEOR STRIKE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 23, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Join impact scientists as they hunt for space rock debris and clues to the origin and 

makeup of the massive meteor that crashed into the Earth’s atmosphere in 2013, 

exploding and showering fragments over a wide area. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

FORGOTTEN PLAGUE: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Tuberculosis is the deadliest killer in human history, responsible for one in four deaths 

for almost two centuries. While it shaped medical pursuits, social habits, economic 

development and public policy, TB and its impact are poorly understood. 

 

 

 

 

EASY YOGA FOR EASING PAIN WITH PEGGY CAPPY (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, November 27, 2015 at 5:00 pm 

Easy Yoga for Arthritis with Peggy Cappy is designed to address not only arthritis issues 

but all joints which have stiffened with age or become less mobile from injury or 

inactivity.  

 
 

 

 

BRAIN MAKER WITH DAVID PERLMUTTER, MD (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, December 7, 2015 at 10:00 pm  

Debilitating brain disorders are on the rise - from children diagnosed with autism and 

ADHD to adults developing dementia at younger ages than ever before. But a medical 

revolution is underway that can solve this problem: Astonishing new research is revealing 

that the health of your brain is, to an extraordinary degree, dictated by the state of your 

microbiome - the vast population of organisms that live in your body and out -number 

your own cells ten to one. What's taking place in your intestines today is determining 

your risk for any number of brain-related conditions. Fresh off his huge public television 

pledge blockbuster, BrainChange, first released in December 2013, Dr. Perlmutter 

explains in Brain Maker the potent interplay between intestinal microbes and the brain, 

describing how the microbiome develops from birth and evolves based on lifestyle 

choices, how it can become "sick," and how nurturing gut health through a few easy 

strategies can alter your brain's destiny for the better. With simple dietary 

recommendations and a highly practical program of five steps to improving gut ecology, 

Brain Maker opens the door to unprecedented brain health potential. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: IMMIGRATION BATTLE (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Gain insight into the hard-fought battles and secret negotiations over immigration reform 

on Capitol Hill. Examine President Obama's push for policy changes that could affect the 

fate of millions and define for decades what it means to be American. 

 

 

 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, November 19, 2015 at 11:30 pm 

The Death of Abdelhamid Abaaoud: continuing coverage of the Paris attacks with Will 

McCants, director of the Project on US Relations with the Islamic World at the 

Brookings Institution; Graeme Wood of the Council on Foreign Relations; and Ian Fisher 

of The New York Times. 

 

 

 

 

AMERICAN PHAROAH (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 1:00 pm 

This documentary about the Egyptian National Football Team, their American coach, 

Bob Bradley, and the team’s quest to qualify for the 2014 World Cup in Brazil follows 

the team on and off the pitch, and offers a unique window into events unfolding in Egypt 

following the historic revolution. Bradley arrived in Cairo in late 2011 and found a 

country and a team in chaos. The rebuilding of the team offers a powerful metaphor for 

the rebuilding of Egypt and the country’s journey toward democracy. 
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: ANIMAL MUMMIES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 28, 2015 at 9:00pm 

From baboons to bulls, crocodiles to cows, a vast menagerie of animal mummies lies 

buried in Egyptian catacombs. Hi-tech imaging reveals what's inside the bundles and the 

strange role that animals played in ancient Egyptian beliefs.  

 

 

 

 

NOVA: EINSTEIN’S BIG IDEA (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, November 25, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Everybody's heard of it, but what does the world's most famous equation E=mc2 really 

mean? NOVA dramatizes the stories of the men and women whose innovative thinking 

across four centuries led finally to Einstein's bold breakthrough. Based on David Bodanis' 

bestseller, E=mc2, this program celebrates the ingenuity, and chronicles the human 

conflicts, that ultimately unleashed the power of the atom. 

 

 

 

 

NOVA: EXTREME CAVE DIVING (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Dive deep into the least explored and perhaps most dangerous of Earth’s frontiers, and 

investigate the hidden history of Earth’s climate with a team of intrepid scientists.   
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

NOVA: CYBERWAR THREAT (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 9:00pm 

Through startling, previously unreported detail, delve into the chilling new reality of 

cyberwar, in which cyber weapons can inflict physical damage on our factories, power 

plants and pipelines ... leaving us vulnerable to crippling attacks. 

 

 

 

 

IWO JIMA: FROM COMBAT TO COMRADES (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, November 10, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Follow survivors of perhaps the fiercest battle of WWII as they return to Iwo Jima for a 

Reunion of Honor on the only battlefield where former enemies come together in shared 

remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 12:00 pm 
George Osborne, Britain’s chancellor of the exchequer, discusses issues including the 

House of Common's authorization of airstrikes in Syria; President Obama’s commitment 

to combatting ISIS; Europe's response to terror threats; and Prime minister David 

Cameron's plan to put the United Kingdom's European Union membership up to a 

referendum in 2016. 

. 


