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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During June, July, and August, 

the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

McLaughlin Group (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Top Categories 

Quarterly Program Topic Report 

3rd Quarter 2015 

July, August, September 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue               Page No. 

 

American History / Biography……………………………………………. 4 

Arts………………………………………………………………………... 5 

Business / Industry.………………………………………………………... 6 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement………...………………............... 7 

Economy…………………………………………………………………… 8 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters ……………………………….... 9 

Health / Health Care...…………………..…………………………………. 10 

National Politics………………………………………………………….... 11 

Science / Technology…………………………………………………….... 12 

War / Veterans / National Security………………………………………... 13 

 

 



 4 

American History / Biography 

 

 

THE BOMB (180) minutes   

Aired Tuesday, July 28, 2015 at 8:00pm 

A new documentary fi lm, The Bomb tells the story of the invention of the most 

powerful, destructive device ever created, outlining how America developed the nuclear 

bomb, how it changed the world and how it continues to loom large in our lives. Airing in 

commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the Trinity Test, the detonation of the fi rst 

atomic bomb, the program highlights how humans harnessed this incredible power and 

what challenges we have faced living with it for seven decades. Through state-of-the-art 

transfer techniques that have turned recently declassifi ed photos into vivid footage, 

viewers can witness the raw power and strangely compelling beauty of rare imagery of 

above-ground nuclear tests. 

 

The Bomb focuses on the choices society has made — and continues to make — to live 

with this invention that could destroy the planet. Included are interviews with historians 

Richard Rhodes, Martin Sherwin, Robert Norris, Sergei Khrushchev and others, along 

with men and women who helped build the weapon piece by piece. The fi lm also 

features former Secretary of State George Shultz and former Secretary of Defense 

William Perry, who reveal how the bomb was viewed inside government circles, as well 

as witnesses who hold firsthand memories of seeing the first mushroom clouds fill the 

skies. 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVERING ALEXANDRIA: THE EARLY YEARS (180) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 19, 2015 at 9:30 pm 

Join Alexandria’s most noted historians and authors as WETA explores the story of 

Alexandria. Relive the birth of one of the nation’s most vibrant port cities, and meet the 

men and women who made history and called Alexandria their home. Discover the 

stories of some of Alexandria’s most famous landmarks, and explore the golden age of 

Alexandria when commerce and industry boomed.  Experience the impact of war and life 

under British rule, and learn of the hope and heartache of the lives of African Americans 

in Alexandria. See how this small southern town was transformed overnight during the 

Civil War, and much more. 

 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: WALT DISNEY (240) minutes 

Aired Monday, September 14, 2015 and Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 9:00 pm 
This mini-series offers an unprecedented look at the man who created a world and built 

an empire. Uniquely adept at art as well as commerce, Walt Disney was a master 

filmmaker who harnessed the power of technology to tell stories of outsiders struggling 

for acceptance and belonging, while questioning the conventions of class and authority. 
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As Disney rose to prominence and gained financial security, his work became 

increasingly celebratory of the American way of life that made his unlikely success 

possible. A polarizing figure -- though true believers vastly outnumber his critics -- 

Disney's achievements are indisputable. This film examines Disney's complex life and 

continuing legacy, featuring rare archival footage from the Disney vaults, interviews with 

biographers and historians, as well as the animators and designers who helped turn his 

dreams into reality.  
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Arts 
 

 

WETA ARTS JULY (30) minutes  

Aired Friday, July 3, 2015 at 8:30pm 

Visit the first (Up)Rising – a new interactive art festival in the heart of DC; see how the 

depiction of war by Army artists has changed over the last century; filmmaker Ken Burns 

shares his storytelling process; meet Justin Hayward of iconic ‘60s group The Moody 

Blues; and explore the poetic vision of multi-media artist Shirin Neshat at the Hirshhorn. 

 

 

 

SIMON & GARFUNKEL: THE CONCERT IN CENTRAL PARK (180) minutes 

Aired Monday. August 10, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

On September 19, 1981, Simon & Garfunkel held a free public concert on Central Park’s 

Great Lawn in New York City, raising money to restore the world’s most famous urban 

park. The duo had rarely performed since their breakup in 1970, but their music 

continued to resonate with the city from which they came. The Concert in Central Park 

was Simon & Garfunkel’s biggest gift to their hometown: more than 500,000 people were 

in attendance. The performance features the duo’s greatest hits as well as selections from 

their solo catalogs, arranged with an expanded 11-man band 

 

 

 

WETA ARTS SEPTEMBER 

Aired Friday, September 4, 2015 at 8:30 pm 

See how Miriam’s Studio in DC serves the homeless through art; meet the elite Army 

musicians known as “Pershing’s Own;” learn how photographer Gabriella Michanie 

turned her passion into a profession; explore the lucrative world of art forgery; and 

discover Elaine de Kooning’s “instantaneous illumination” in her portraits of JFK and 

other notables. 

  



 7 

Business / Industry 
 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 3, 2015 at 11:30 pm 

New Yorker editor-in-chief David Remnick discusses his magazine's piece on President 

Obama's place in history in light of recent Supreme Court rulings, the tragic shootings in 

South Carolina, and Congress' passage of the president's trade agreement. 

 

 
 

FRONTLINE: THE TROUBLE WITH CHICKEN (60) mintues 

Aired Tuesday, August 28, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Frontline investigates the spread of dangerous pathogens in our meat — particularly 

poultry — and why the food-safety system isn’t stopping the threat. Focusing 

on an outbreak of Salmonella Heidelberg at one of the nation’s largest poultry processors, 

the film shows how contaminants are evading regulators and causing severe illnesses. 

 

 
 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 11:00 pm 

A discussion about Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac with Bethany McLean, author of Shaky 

Ground: The Strange Saga of the U.S. Mortgage Giants, and Bill Ackman of Pershing 

Square Capital.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

BLACKOUT: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 9:00pm 

Look back at what happened in New York City the night the lights went out in summer 

1977, plunging seven million people into darkness. The event led to both horrifying 

lawlessness and acts of selflessness and generosity. 

 

 

 

FRONTLINE: GUNNED DOWN—THE POWER OF THE NRA (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

FRONTLINE investigates how the NRA uses its unrivaled political powerto stop gun 

regulation in America. With first-hand accounts of school killings in Newtown and 

Columbine, and the shooting of Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, “Gunned Down” 

examines why, despite the national trauma over gun violence, Washington hasn’t acted. 

  

 

 

AMERICA AFTER CHARLESTON (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, September 21, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Join a town hall meeting to explore the many issues propelled into public discourse after 

a white gunman shot and killed nine African-American parishioners in Charleston’s 

Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in June. Gwen Ifill moderates.  
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Economy 
 

 

TAVIS SMILEY (30) minutes 

Aired Monday, July 13, 2015 at 1:00 am 

Vectra Networks Chief Tech. Officer Oliver Tavakoli: The Chief Technology Officer at 

the cybersecurity company Vectra shares how the public can keep their information safe 

in today’s web-driven world. 

 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes 

Aired Saturday, August 1, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

FRONTLINE investigates how the NRA uses its unrivaled political powerto stop gun 

regulation in America. With first-hand accounts of school killings in Newtown and 

Columbine, and the shooting of Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, “Gunned Down” 

examines why, despite the national trauma over gun violence, Washington hasn’t acted. 

 

 

 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, September 17, 2015 at 11:00 pm 

Discussion about the Federal Reserve's decision to leave interest rates unchanged at 

record low levels with Gillian Tett, managing editor at the Financial Times, Alan Blinder 

of Princeton University, Glen Hubbard, dean of Columbia Business School, and David 

Leonhardt of The New York Times. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NOVA: NUCLEAR MELTDOWN DISASTER (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at 9:00pm 

A new film documentary from NOVA spotlights the nuclear disaster that unfolded at the 

Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan when a March 2011 earthquake and tsunami 

crippled the facility in one of history’s worst nuclear accidents. Three of the plant’s six 

reactors melted down after seawater flooded the generators needed to cool the reactors. 

Nuclear Meltdown Disaster presents the minute-by-minute story of the Fukushima 

nuclear crisis and its ongoing aftermath, told by the brave workers striving to contain 

leakages of deadly radiation into the atmosphere and into the sea at the coastal facility. 

 

 

 

 

LIFE ON THE REEF (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

See how the human and animal residents of the reef prepare for a category five cyclone 

that brings destruction to the North Queensland coast. As cyclone season finally gives 

way to calm seas of the dry, the reef begins to recover and thrive. 

 
 

 

E.O. WILSON: OF ANTS AND MEN (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, September 30, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Examine the remarkable life and groundbreaking ideas of biologist E.O. Wilson, founder 

of the discipline of sociobiology, world authority on insects and Pulitzer Prize-winning 

writer on the subject of human nature. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, July 10, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

New documentary ‘Amy’ reveals an artist greater than her downfall: Amy Winehouse 

was a mega-pop star, a singer with a multi-platinum album. But she's just as well-known 

for her struggles with drug and alcohol addiction and her troubled relationships, which 

played out in front of the paparazzi before her death in 2011 at age 27. A new 

documentary by Asif Kapadia, “Amy,” tries to paint a more nuanced and compassionate 

portrait of the artist. Jeffrey Brown reports. 

 

 

 

 

BRAIN MAKER WITH DAVID PERLMUTTER, MD (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, August 12, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

Debilitating brain disorders are on the rise – from children diagnosed with autism and 

ADHD to adults developing dementia at younger ages than ever before. But a medical 

revolution is underway that can solve this problem: Astonishing new research is revealing 

that the health of your brain is, to an extraordinary degree, dictated by the state of your 

microbiome – the vast population of organisms that live in your body and out -number 

your own cells ten to one. What’s taking place in your intestines today is determining 

your risk for any number of brain-related conditions.  

 
 

 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, September 18, 2015 at 12:00 am  

A conversation with Evelyn Witkin of Rutgers University and Stephen Elledge of 

Harvard University, winners of the Lasker Award--one of the highest honors in science-

for their groundbreaking research on DNA and DNA repair. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, July 2, 2015 at 7:00pm 

Two cities, two very different responses to rising sea levels: While New York City is 

taking aggressive action to prevent future catastrophes like Hurricane Sandy, other 

vulnerable cities, such as Charleston, South Carolina, are not tackling the threat of rising 

sea level and climate change with the same urgency. Special correspondent Jackie Judd 

reports. 

 

 

 

FRONTLINE: GUNNED DOWN: THE POWER OF THE NRA (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 10:00 pm 

F rontline investigates how the NRA uses its unrivaled political power to stop gun 

regulation in America. With first-hand accounts of school killings in Newtown and 

Columbine, and the shooting of Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, Gunned Down 

examines why despite the national trauma over gun violence Washington hasn’t acted. 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, September 25, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Speaker John Boehner Resigns, Pope Francis’ U.S. Tour & Obama Hosts President Xi 

Jinping: After being under strong pressure from conservatives in Congress to push for 

tighter government spending, House Speaker John Boehner announced his resignation 

this week. Dan Balz of The Washington Post describes the “great disarray” facing House 

Republicans in upcoming months and whether a change in leadership will affect 

Congress’ relationship with the White House. As he continued his tour around the U.S., 

Pope Francis came to Washington to address Congress on controversial issues including 

immigration and climate change. NPR’s Tom Gjeten details the Pope’s strong messages 

on humanity and unifying the country. After hosting Pope Francis, President Obama met 

with Chinese President Xi Jinping to discuss issues of human rights and cyber security. 

Alexis Simendinger of Real Clear Politics reports on what issues are left open-ended 

between the two leaders. Plus, a wrap-up of this week on the 2016 campaign trail.  



 13 

 

Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: CHASING PLUTO (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at 9:00pm 

NO VA captures NASA probe New Horizons’ historic flyby of Pluto, the culmination of 

the spacecraft’s nine-year, three-billion-mile journey to reveal the first-ever detailed 

images of this strange, icy world at the very edge of our solar system. Launched in 

January 2006 from Cape Canaveral, New Horizons tested its capabilities while passing 

Jupiter in 2007 and will now make the first flyby of the dwarf planet Pluto on July 14.  

 

 

 

 

STATUE OF LIBERTY (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

This Ken Burns film chronicles the creation and history of the Statue of Liberty and what 

it represents to all Americans. Narrated by David McCullough, the film traces the 

development of the monument -- from its conception, to its complicated and often 

controversial construction, to its final dedication -- and offers interviews with a wide 

range of Americans to explore the meaning of the Statue of Liberty. 

 

 

 

 

GORONGOSA PARK: REBIRTH OF PARADISE (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

Bob Poole joins scientist Paola Bouley as she tries to solve a baffling mystery: Why isn’t 

Gorongosa’s lion population growing? By filming the lions, Poole hopes to help, 

following five cheeky lion cubs on their journey to adulthood.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

P.O.V.: RETURN TO HOME (90) minutes 

Aired Sunday, July 21, 2015 at 11:00pm 

Witness the transformation of 19-year-old Basset Saroot from star goalkeeper for the 

Syrian national soccer team to peaceful advocate for reforms to armed insurgent. Get an 

inside look at the brutal war Assad’s regime has waged, a conflict that many accuse the 

world of overlooking. 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, August 14, 2015 at 8:00 pm 

2016 Candidates Flock to Iowa and Obama Pushes Foreign Policy Agenda in Iran and 

Cuba: The Iowa State Fair kicked off this week with hopeful 2016 candidates hoping to 

win the support of party faithful in the nation's first caucus state.  Meanwhile, email 

troubles continue to plague Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign as she hands over her 

private server to the FBI. The Washington Post’s Karen Tumulty and CNBC’s John 

Harwood explain which candidates had a good week and which have seen better. And 

POLITICO's Michael Crowley explains foreign policy victories for the Obama 

administration with an Iran nuclear agreement and the American embassy opening in 

Cuba. But the hard part might just be starting as Obama presses Congress for support for 

the nuclear deal and faces pushback for his diplomatic steps. 

 

 

 

 

ON TWO FRONTS: LATINOS & VIETNAM (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 10:00 pm 
Examine the Latino experience during a war that placed its heaviest burden on the 

working class. Framing the documentary are memoirs of two siblings who stood on 

opposite sides of the Vietnam War, one a POW and the other a protestor at home. 


