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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 

March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour on PBS (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

SciTech Now (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Top Categories 

Quarterly Program Topic Report 

1st Quarter 2018 

January, February, March 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue               Page No. 

 

American History / Biography……………………………………………. 4 

Arts………………………………………………………………………... 5 

Business / Industry.………………………………………………………... 6 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement………...………………............... 7 

Economy…………………………………………………………………… 8 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters ……………………………….... 9 

Health / Health Care...…………………..…………………………………. 10 

National Politics………………………………………………………….... 11 

Science / Technology…………………………………………………….... 12 

War / Veterans / National Security………………………………………...  13 

 

 



 4 

American History / Biography 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: THE UNTOLD TALES OF ARMISTEAD MAUPIN (120) 

minutes   

Aired January 2, 2018 at 10:30pm 

Meet the frank and funny creator of the groundbreaking Tales of the City and follow his 

evolution from a conservative son of the Old South to a gay rights pioneer whose work 

has inspired millions. With Laura Linney, Olympia Dukakis and Ian McKellen. 

 

 

GUILDED AGE: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired February 6, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Meet the titans and barons of the glittering late 19th century, whose materialistic 

extravagance contrasted harshly with the poverty of the struggling workers who 

challenged them. The vast disparities between them sparked debates still raging today. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: WEINSTEIN (60) minutes 

Aired March 2, 2018 at 9:00pm 

How the Hollywood mogul allegedly sexually harassed and abused dozens of women 

over four decades. With allegations going back to Weinstein's early years, the film 

investigates the elaborate ways he and those around him tried to silence his accusers.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES—FROM VIENNA: THE NEW YEAR’S 

CELEBRATION 2018 (90) minutes  

Aired January 2, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Ring in the New Year with the Vienna Philharmonic, at the opulent Musikverein, under 

the baton of conductor Riccardo Muti and featuring favorite Strauss Family waltzes 

accompanied by the dancing of the Vienna City Ballet. Hugh Bonneville hosts. 

 

 

MAYA ANGELOU: AMERICAN MASTERS (120) minutes 

Aired February 16, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Journey through the prolific life of the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings author and 

activist who inspired generations with lyrical modern African-American thought. 

Features new interviews with Oprah Winfrey, Common, the Clintons, and others. 

 

 

CELTIC WOMAN—HOMECOMING: IRELAND (90) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2018 at 10:00pm 

Celebrate the timeless emotion of Ireland's centuries-old heritage in this live concert 

filmed in Dublin. Celtic Woman combines the country's finest musical talents with epic 

stage production to present a uniquely inspiring live experience.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

FRONTLINE—ABACUS: SMALL ENOUGH TO JAIL (90) minutes 

Aired January, 3, 2018 at 10:00pm 

Hear the little-known story of the only U.S. bank prosecuted after the financial crisis. 

Director Steve James (Hoop Dreams, The Interrupters) chronicles the Chinese immigrant 

Sung family's fight to clear their names. 

 

 

IMPOSSIBLE BUILDS (60) minutes 

Aired February 7, 2018 at 10:00pm 

Follow the construction of one of the most complex skyscrapers ever to make it off the 

drawing board. Its design is so radical that construction experts have turned to a building 

material never before used in skyscrapers. 

 

 

RETIRE SAFE AND SECURE W/ED SLOTT (120) minutes   

Aired March 7, 2018 at 9:00pm 

America needs Ed Slott now more than ever! Greedy Wall Street bankers and Congress 

have just upended 30+ years of the tax code - what does it all mean for you and your 

family? And, more importantly, how can you protect your hard-earned savings? 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

FRONTLINE—EXODUS: THE JOURNEY CONTINUES (120) minutes 

Aired January 23, 2018 at 9:00pm 

The intimate stories of refugees and migrants, caught in Europe's tightened borders. 

Amid the ongoing migration crisis, the film follows personal journeys over two years, as 

countries become less welcoming to those seeking refuge. 

 

 

BLACK PANTHERS: VANGUARD OF A REVOLUTION (120) minutes 

Aired February 19, 2018 at 10:30pm 

Revisit the turbulent 1960s, when a new revolutionary culture emerged with the Black 

Panther Party at the vanguard. Stanley Nelson tells the vibrant story of a pivotal 

movement that feels timely all over again. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: DOLORES/DELANO MANONGS (120) minutes 

Aired March 27, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Meet the indomitable Dolores Huerta, who tirelessly led the fight for racial and labor 

justice alongside Cesar Chavez, becoming one of the most defiant - and unheralded - 

feminist activists of the 20th century.  
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR SPECIAL REPORT: 2018 STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

(120) minutes 

Aired January 30, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Watch live coverage of President Trump's State of the Union Address. The live coverage 

will include the president's speech, the Democratic response and analysis from the PBS 

NEWSHOUR team. 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes   

Aired February 9, 2018 at 8:00pm 

Crisis and confrontations hit Washington as the stock market fluctuated in New York this 

week. The panelists discussed the details of the recently passed budget, along with the 

departure of two White House staffers after abuse allegations and the week on Wall 

Street. 

 

 

TELL THEM WE ARE RISING—THE STORY OF BLACK COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES (120) minutes 

Aired March 5, 2018 at 9:30pm 
Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities is a 

documentary and interactive project that explores the pivotal role historically black 

colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played in American history, culture, and national 

identity. Today, over half of all African American professionals are graduates of HBCUs. 

More than 50% of the nation's African American public school teachers and 70% of 

African American dentists earned degrees at HBCUs. The film brings to a broad national 

audience for the first time the story of HBCUs and the power of higher education to 

transform lives and advance civil rights and equality in the face of intolerance and 

injustice. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

YELLOWSTONE (60) minutes 

Aired January 17, 2018 at 10:00pm 

Larger than some American states, Yellowstone National Park is one of the world's last 

and most spectacular wildernesses - a global icon of natural beauty. It is also home to 

some of the richest wildlife beyond the plains of Africa. Against its vast and majestic 

landscapes, full of lush meadows, deep forests and violent hot springs, this landmark 

series follows the intertwining stories of Yellowstone's iconic inhabitants: the grey wolf, 

the grizzly bear and the herds of antelope and buffalo. In a land of beauty and peril, the 

dramatic lives and fortunes of these animals are inexorably bound together. Intimate and 

emotional, epic and engaging, Yellowstone reveals the grandeur of this unique place as 

its animals struggle to survive over the course of three vividly changing seasons. Larger 

than some American states, Yellowstone National Park is one of the world's last and most 

spectacular wildernesses - a global icon of natural beauty. It is also home to some of the 

richest wildlife beyond the plains of Africa. Against its vast and majestic landscapes, full 

of lush meadows, deep forests and violent hot springs, this landmark series follows the 

intertwining stories of Yellowstone's iconic inhabitants: the grey wolf, the grizzly bear 

and the herds of antelope and buffalo. In a land of beauty and peril, the dramatic lives and 

fortunes of these animals are bound inexorably together. Intimate and emotional, epic and 

engaging, Yellowstone reveals the grandeur of this unique place as its animals struggle to 

survive over the course of three vividly changing seasons. 

 

 

NATURE: THE LAST RHINO (60) minutes 

Aired February 21, 2018 at 8:00pm 

Meet Sudan, the last male of his kind, the northern white rhino, living in a Kenyan 

sanctuary under 24-hour armed guard. Trace his harrowing journey as scientists and 

animal experts race to save the species before it dies out forever. 

 

 

NATURE: LEAVE IT TO BEAVERS (60) minutes 

Aired March 28, 2018 at 8:00pm 

A growing number of scientists, conservationists and grass roots environmentalists have 

come to regard beavers as overlooked tools when it comes to reversing the disastrous 

effects of global warming and worldwide water shortages. Once valued for their fur or 

hunted as pests, these industrious rodents are seen in a new light through the eyes of this 

novel assembly of beaver enthusiasts and "employers" who reveal the ways in which the 

presence of beavers can transform and revive landscapes. Using their skills as natural 

builders and brilliant hydro-engineers, beavers are being recruited to accomplish 

everything from finding water in a bone-dry desert to recharging water tables and 

coaxing life back into damaged lands. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

INFLUENZA 1918: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) MINUTES 

Aired January 2, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Examine the social ramifications of the 1918 flu epidemic that killed 675,000--more than 

those killed in all the major wars of the 20th century--and how it affected those who lived 

through it. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   

Aired February 28, 2018 at 7:00pm 

A mysterious, chronic kidney disease is wreaking havoc on farm workers in Central 

America, particularly those who harvest sugar. Despite the risks, Salvadoran cane cutters 

continue the grueling work, pushed by economic troubles. Special correspondent Fred de 

Sam Lazaro reports on how some are trying to improve work conditions in El Salvador. 

 

 
INTO THE NIGHT: PORTRAITS OF LIFE AND DEATH (120 minutes) 

Aired March 26, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Learn how an astrophysicist, preacher, philosopher and artisanal mortician grapple with 

universal questions of mortality. Weaving science, cryonics, near-death stories and green 

burials, this film invites us to rethink our place in the universe. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

SECERTS OF TUXEDO PARK: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired January 16, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Explore the life of the unknown Wall Street tycoon, Alfred Lee Loomis, who led a 

double life as a scientist and whose secret lab in upstate New York helped develop the 

radar technology that would alter the course of history in World War II. 

 

 

BOMBING OF WALL STREET: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes   

Aired February 13, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Explore the story behind the mostly-forgotten 1920 bombing in the nation's financial 

center, which left 38 dead - a crime that launched the career of J. Edgar Hoover yet 

remains unsolved today. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2018 at 7:00pm 

Turmoil at the White House has intensified again in recent days amid a swirl of damaging 

developments involving his son-in-law Jared Kushner, tension with Attorney General Jeff 

Sessions and the departure of his closest aide Hope Hicks. Lisa Desjardins reports and 

Judy Woodruff learns more from Philip Rucker, White House Bureau Chief at The 

Washington Post.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NOVA: BLACK HOLE APOCALYPSE (120) minutes 

Aired January 10, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Join astrophysicist and novelist Janna Levin on a mind-blowing voyage to the frontiers of 

black hole science, which is shining new light on the most powerful and mysterious 

objects in the universe. 

 

 

NOVA: PREDICTION BY THE NUMBERS (60) minutes   

Aired February 28, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Discover how predictions underpin nearly every aspect of our lives and why some 

succeed spectacularly while others fail. Explore entertaining real-world challenges and 

join experts as they tackle that age-old question: Can we forecast the future? 

 

 

NOVA: THE GREAT MATH MYSTERY (60) minutes 

Aired March 28, 2018 at 9:00 pm 
NOVA leads viewers on a mathematical mystery tour-a provocative exploration of math's 

astonishing power across the centuries. We discover math's signature in the swirl of a 

nautilus shell, the whirlpool of a galaxy, and the spiral in the center of a sunflower. Math 

was essential to everything from the first wireless radio transmissions to the prediction 

and discovery of the Higgs boson, and the successful landing of rovers on Mars. 

However, where does math get its power? Astrophysicist and writer Mario Livio, along 

with a colorful cast of mathematicians, physicists, and engineers, follow math from 

Pythagoras to Einstein and beyond, all leading to the ultimate riddle: Is math an invention 

or a discovery? Humankind's clever trick or the language of the universe? The Great 

Math Mystery is a show for everyone; whether we think we are good with numbers or 

not, we all use math in our daily lives. The Great Math Mystery sheds fascinating light on 

how math works in our brains and ponders the ultimate mystery of why it works so well 

when decoding the universe.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

WE’LL MEET AGAIN: CHILDREN OF WWII (60) minutes 

Aired January 23, 2018 at 8:00pm 

Join Ann Curry for the dramatic reunions of people separated by WWII. A Japanese-

American woman sent to an internment camp hopes to find a childhood friend, and a 

survivor from a Jewish ghetto searches for the child of the couple who befriended him. 

 

 

NOVA: GREAT ESCAPE AT DUNKIRK (60) minutes 

Aired February 14, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Join archaeologists and divers recovering remains of ships and planes lost during World 

War II's epic Dunkirk operation. Discover new evidence of the ingenious technology that 

helped save Allied forces from defeat by the encircling Germans. 

 

 

WWII MEGA WEAPONS: BATTLESHIP YAMATO (60) minutes 

Aired March 28, 2018 at 10:00pm 

Learn how Japan, in a bid to dominate the Pacific, builds the biggest battleship in the 

world. A floating fortress with the most powerful guns and the thickest armor ever 

mounted on a warship, the Japanese believe her unsinkable. 


