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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour on PBS (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

ISLAND MURDER: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes   

Aired Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at 9:00pm 

Discover the truth behind the scandalous 1930s rape and murder case, involving a Navy 

wife, her society mother, Clarence Darrow and five nonwhite Hawaiians that shook the 

island paradise and exposed the racial tensions roiling beneath the surface. 

 

 

HEDDY LAMARR: AMERICAN MASTERS (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 18, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

Discover the story of the most beautiful woman in the world, who was also an ingenious 

inventor. Her pioneering work helped revolutionize modern communication, including 

WiFi, GPS and Bluetooth. 

 

 

POV: TELL THEM WE ARE RISING--THE STORY OF BLACK COLLEGES 

AND UNIVERSITIES (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 12 2018 at 8:00 pm 
Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities is a 

documentary and interactive project that explores the pivotal role historically black 

colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played in American history, culture, and national 

identity. Today, over half of all African American professionals are graduates of HBCUs. 

More than 50% of the nation's African American public school teachers and 70% of 

African American dentists earned degrees at HBCUs. The film brings to a broad national 

audience for the first time the story of HBCUs and the power of higher education to 

transform lives and advance civil rights and equality in the face of intolerance and 

injustice.  
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Arts 
 

 

CIVILIZATIONS: HOW DO WE LOOK? (60) minutes  

Aired Tuesday, April 24 at 8:00 pm 

Explore the many functions of the human image in art. Portraits, paintings and sculptures, 

both life-size and colossal, perform a role-assuaging loss, expressing strength, inspiring 

fear-and were instrumental in depicting the human body today. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: THE OPERA HOUSE (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 25, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

Explore the rich history of the Met Opera's Lincoln Center home and the cultural life of 

1950s-60s New York City. Features famed soprano Leontyne Price, the Met's general 

manager Rudolf Bing, city planner Robert Moses and architect Wallace Harrison. 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: ELLIS ISLAND: THE DREAM OF AMERICA W/ 

PACIFIC SYMPHONY (60) minutes 

Aired Sunday, June 29, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Experience Peter Boyer's immersive musical story of Ellis Island immigrants through a 

Grammy-nominated orchestral score, narration and visuals. Conducted by Carl St. Clair 

with readings by Barry Bostwick, Camryn Manheim and Michael Nouri.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

SOUNDBREAKING: THE WORLD IS YOURS (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Meet the pioneers of hip hop and explore how sampling - the practice of borrowing 

fragments from existing records-created a new genre of music that took over the world; 

including Public Enemy, Run DMC, the Beastie Boys, Beck and more. 

 

 
FRONTLINE: WEINSTEIN (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

How the Hollywood mogul allegedly sexually harassed and abused dozens of women 

over four decades. With allegations going back to Weinstein's early years, the film 

investigates the elaborate ways he and those around him tried to silence his accusers. 

 

 
SUZE ORMAN’S FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS FOR YOU (120) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 15, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

We all have financial issues and problems. Suze Orman's latest special sharply focuses on 

her helping individual viewers "find financial solutions for you." As always, Suze's 

advice is based not just on numbers, but on a critical understanding of ourselves and our 

emotional needs. The special's central theme is that our financial decision-making should 

be guided by an understanding of "the goal of money." As Suze perceptively defines it: 

"The goal of money is to make you feel secure." Our financial solutions should work to 

fulfill that goal. In addition, Suze stresses the importance of making financial decisions 

that you feel comfortable with. Financial problems are caused when you do things with 

money that do not seem "right" to you, despite pressures and advice from others.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

RISE AND FALL OF THE BROWN BUFFALO (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, April 27, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

The Rise and Fall of the Brown Buffalo is an innovative look into the life of radical 

Chicano lawyer, author, and countercultural icon, Oscar Zeta Acosta - best known for his 

volatile friendship with legendary journalist-provocateur, Hunter S. Thompson. The 

author of two groundbreaking autobiographical novels, Acosta's powerful literary voice, 

brash courtroom style and notorious revolutionary antics made him a revered figure 

within the Chicano movement, and offered one of the most brazen, frontal assaults on 

white supremacy seen at the time. Yet in hindsight, Acosta is more known as Thompson's 

bumbling Samoan sidekick in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas than for his own work 

exposing racial bias, hypocrisy, and repression within the California justice system. This 

film sets out to right this historical wrong, giving Acosta his due place as an imperfect, 

but larger-than-life figure in American history. Channeling the spirit of the psychedelic 

60s and the joyful irreverence of gonzo journalism, the film also shows Acosta's personal 

and creative evolution play out against the backdrop of a society in turmoil. From his 

origins in segregated rural California, to his stint as a Baptist missionary in Panama, his 

radicalization in the Chicano movement of the 60s, to his mysterious disappearance in 

Mexico in 1974, director Phillip Rodriguez offers us a complex figure emblematic of a 

generation. Relevant now more than ever, this untold story probes issues of racial 

identity, criminal justice, and media representation, while revealing the personal story of 

a troubled and brilliant man coming to terms with his identity and finding meaning in the 

struggles of his people. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: NO MAN’S LAND (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 7, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Go inside the 2016 standoff at Oregon's Malheur National Wildlife Refuge between anti-

government protestors and federal authorities. With remarkable access, the film 

documents the occupation from inception to its dramatic demise. 

 

 
AMANPOUR ON PBS (30) minutes 

Aired Thursday, June 21, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Dee Margo, the Mayor of El Paso Texas, talks to Christiane Amanpour about President 

Trump's Executive Order ending the separation of migrant children from their parents at 

the U.S.-Mexico border. Muharren Ince, opposition candidate in Turkey's upcoming 

elections discusses his campaign promises. Soner Cagaptay, of the Washington Institute 

for the Near East discusses the Turkish elections. 
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Economy 
 

 

FRONTLINE: TRUMP’S TAKEOVER (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday. April 10, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Venture inside President Trump's high-stakes battle for control of the Republican Party. 

Learn how Trump attacked fellow Republicans and used inflammatory rhetoric that 

rallied his base and further divided the country in his first year as president. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: BLACKOUT IN PUERTO RICO (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 1, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Investigate the humanitarian and economic crisis in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. 

With NPR, the film examines how the federal response,Wall Street, and years of neglect 

have left the island struggling to survive. 

 

 

NOVA: RISE OF THE SUPERSTORMS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 27, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

In just one devastating month, Houston, Florida, and the Caribbean were changed 

forever. In summer 2017, three monster hurricanes swept in from the Atlantic one after 

another, shattering storm records and killing hundreds of people. First, Harvey brought 

catastrophic rain and flooding to Houston, causing $125 billion in damage. Less than two 

weeks later, Irma lashed the Caribbean with 180 mile per hour winds—and left the island 

of Barbuda uninhabitable. Hot on Irma’s heels, Maria intensified from a Category 1 to a 

Category 5 hurricane in just 30 hours, then ravaged Puerto Rico and left millions of 

people without power. As the planet warms, are these superstorms the new normal? How 

well can we predict them? And as the U.S. faces the next hurricane season, does it need 

to prepare for the reality of climate refugees? NOVA takes you inside the 2017 

superstorms and the cutting-edge research that will determine how well equipped we are 

to deal with hurricanes in the future. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

NOVA: DECODING THE WEATHER MACHINE (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 8:00pm 

Join scientists on a quest to better understand the weather and climate machine we call 

Earth. Why do scientists overwhelmingly agree that our climate is changing, and how can 

we be resilient-even thrive-in the face of enormous change? 

 

 

NOVA: LIFE’S ROCKY START (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

From the first sparks of life to the survival of the fittest, unearth the secret relationship 

between rocks and life. NOVA goes around the world and back in time to investigate 

how minerals are vital to the origins and evolution of life. 

 
 

WILD WEATHER (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 27, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Watch an innovative documentary that illustrates how weather works by performing 

brave, ambitious (even unlikely) experiments that show how nature transforms simple 

ingredients like wind, water and temperature into something spectacular and powerful.
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: WHAT LIES UPSTREAM (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, April 16, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Travel to West Virginia with investigative filmmaker Cullen Hoback in this detective 

story that uncovers the troubling truth behind a massive chemical spill that left 300,000 

people without drinking water for months. 

 

 

THE POWER TO HEAL: MEDICARE AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

REVOLUTION (60) minutes 

Aired Friday, May 4, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

POWER TO HEAL: MEDICARE AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS REVOLUTION is an 

hour-long documentary chronicling the historic struggle to secure equal and adequate 

access to healthcare for all Americans. Central to the story is the tale of how a new 

national program, Medicare, was used to mount a dramatic, coordinated effort that 

racially desegregated thousands of hospitals across the country, all in a matter of months 

in 1966. Using the carrot of Medicare dollars, the federal government virtually ended the 

practice of segregating patients, doctors, medical staffs, blood supplies and linens. As one 

of the least known chapters of the civil rights movement, POWER TO HEAL examines 

how its leaders and grass roots volunteers pressed and worked with the federal 

government to achieve justice and fairness for African Americans. 

 

 

POV: MEMOIRS OF A PENITENT HEART (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 26, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Follow filmmaker Cecilia Aldarondo's investigation-both a love story and a tribute-of a 

buried conflict around her uncle Miguel's death during a time when AIDS was 

synonymous with sin.  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

FRONTLINE: MCCAIN (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Examine Sen. John McCain's complicated relationship with President Trump and his own 

Republican Party. A look at McCain's life and politics, from POW in Vietnam to 

choosing Sarah Palin as running mate to his vote against the GOP's health care bill. 

 

 

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 8:00 pm 

Examine the origin, history and impact of the 1882 law that made it illegal for Chinese 

workers to come to America and for Chinese nationals already here ever to become U.S. 

citizens. It remained in force for more than 60 years. 

 

 

WE’LL MEET AGAIN: COMING OUT (60) minutes 

Aired Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 11:00 pm 

Join Ann Curry as those whose lives were changed by the early days of the gay rights 

movement reunite. Tom wants to find the childhood friend who urged him to come out, 

while Paul seeks a fellow student who inspired him to stand up for his beliefs.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

POV: BILL NYE: THE SCIENCE GUY (90) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Bill Nye is a man on a mission: to stop the spread of anti-scientific thinking across the 

world. The former star of the popular kids show "Bill Nye The Science Guy" is now 

advocating for the importance of science, research and discovery in public life. With 

intimate and exclusive access -as well as plenty of wonder and whimsy - this behind-the-

scenes portrait of Nye follows him as he takes off his Science Guy lab coat and takes on 

those who deny climate change, evolution and a science-based world view. 

 

 

NOVA: WONDERS: WHAT IS THE UNIVERSE MADE OF (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday May 30, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

Peer into the deepest unknowns of the universe to explore the mysteries of dark matter 

and dark energy. Join physicists on their quest to uncover the identity of these elusive 

components, and their epic battle over the fate of the universe. 

 

 

NOVA: THE DAWN OF HUMANITY (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

From a deep cave in South Africa comes an astounding discovery of an unprecedented 

trove of fossils of human relatives. Join NOVA and National Geographic on a hair-

raising descent into a cave that promises to rewrite the story of humanity's origins.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

GI JEWS: JEWISH AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II (90) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 10:00 pm 

Discover the story of these brave service men and women who fought for equality and 

tolerance around the world. Featuring new interviews with Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner, 

Henry Kissinger, the late Bea Cohen and others. 

 

 

GOING TO WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 28, 2018 at 9:00 pm 

What is it really like to go to war? For millennia, only warriors could really answer that 

question. This documentary takes us inside the experience of battle and reveals the 

soldier's experiences as never before. War is the ultimate paradox. Filled with terror, pain 

and grief, it also brings exhilaration, and a profound sense of purpose. Going to War 

helps us make sense of this paradox and get to the heart of what it's like to be a soldier in 

times of war. The film illuminates the experiences of training, battle, and coming home 

for soldiers across conflicts, revealing the universals of the warrior's journey. Leading our 

exploration are Sebastian Junger, bestselling author and director of the Academy Award-

nominated film Restrepo, and Karl Marlantes, decorated Marine officer and author of the 

bestselling novel Matterhorn and the fearless memoir What It is Like to Go to War. Both 

men bring firsthand experience, hard-won wisdom, and a abiding commitment to telling 

the warrior's story with insight and unflinching candor. 

 

 

GREAT WAR: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at 10:00 pm 
Explore America's tortured, nearly three-year journey to war. Reports of German 

atrocities and submarine attacks on American ships erode neutrality, finally leading to 

Wilson's proclamation that "the world must be made safe for democracy." 


