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MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Courtney Brown-Kibblewhite Chairperson of the Chamber of Commerce 1/5/2018 6:17am 3:00

Commerce Ag Committee about the upcoming Ag Appreciation Banquet. The banquet is a way to 
celebrate the farmers and ranchers that come from 20 counties in our area to do business in 
Billings. The business community uses the banquet to thank them for their business. Approxi-
mately 900 people attend the event. It is one of the largest Ag Appreciation banquets in the state. 

5:30pm PA In a follow-up story David Jay interviewed Jessica Hart at the Ag Banquet venue just prior to the 1/19/2018 5:41pm 1:30
event about the importance of agriculture in our area and the importance of recognizing the 
farmers and ranchers in our region that contribute so much to our local economy. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Chad Lippert about what has happened in the stock market last week. 1/5/2018 6:31am 2:30
Yesterday they broke a new record with the Dow going over 25,000. The NASDAQ and the S&P 
also hit record highs. The jobs report comes out today and they expect the unemployment rate 
to continue the current 17 year low with the rate staying around 4 percent. The tax laws will be 
changing and some of the things people should be aware of are the 529 plans can now be used 
for elementary and secondary education as well as college. Itemized miscellaneous deductions 
will go away in 2018 and unembarrassed medical expense will go to 7 percent. People need to 
talk to their tax preparers about the changes. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz interviewed Frank Bowman, Montana Rancher and former NASA Astronaut about 1/8/2018 6:13am 2:00
how he relocated to Montana and took up ranching. He also mentioned his space flights on the 
Gemini and Apollo space missions. He was especially proud of the people that worked at NASA
and said they were all instrumental in the aerospace program and beating the Soviet program to 
the moon. Montana is now home and he loves ranching. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on the Farm Bureau convention. US Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 1/11/2018 6:15am 2:00
introduced President Trump who addressed those attending the Farm Bureau convention. 
Following the speech Russell interviewed Gretchen Schubert, Huntley MT and she said she 
was most interested in the inheritance of the family farm. It means so much to know her children 
will be able to inherit the ranch. Gil Casper, Circle MT is optimist because the government will 
roll back some of the rules and regulations that have hindered farmers in the past. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviews Todd Preston from D.A. Davidson about this week's market trends. First 1/12/2018 6:28am 2:30
he mentioned that all three industries broke records this week, the DOW, the NASDAQ, and the
S&P were all up. A lot of strength across the board. There was some concern about Trump pulling 
out of NAFTA. Wal-Mart is giving employees a bonus and raising the minimum wage so that is 
good news. Oil if above $63 a barrel, so that is good news overall. It will be positive news for the 
industry in the Bakken. He also mentioned that the bond markets saw some stability because 
China has purchased in the bond market. Should see a strong opening today because futures are 
strong. 



MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Molly Vanbinsbergen Raymond  James Financial Consultant and Ed      1/17/2018 6:28AM 2:00
Ulledalen Raymond James Financial Consultant on how people can make better financial 
decisions in the coming year. Molly suggested you look at your debt first and be honest about 
it. How much you are saving and what kind of account it is in, regular savings account versus an 
IRA and also look at your emergency funds. Ulledalen said if you are in financial trouble 
you need to go back to the fundamentals. Look at your income, look at your spending habits and 
consider your needs and wants versus your income. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on the  USDA Census of Agriculture and the importance of local 1/18/2018 6:12am 2:00
farmers and ranchers completing it. The census is conducted every five years and it is the USDA's 
largest data collection endeavor. Eric Sommer MT State Statistician told us that the data collected 
is the basis for the funding going to various USDA farm programs. The data is confidential so 
they get good numbers. If you have sold over $1,000 worth of ag products in the last year you can 
fill out the census. Deadline is February 5th. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Chad Lippert form D.A. Davidson with the weekly market report. Chad 1/19/2018 6:28am 2:00
said the US stocks closed down 97 points. The focus has been on Washington DC and the threat 
of a government shut down. The futures are up overnight so they look for things to be positive. 
The D.A. Davidson outlook for 2018 of a total return of about 8%. They don't think it will be quite 
as positive as 2017. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Chad Lippert from D.A. Davidson in the weekly stock market report. This 1/26/2018 6:32am 3:00
week the market closed up with great corporate earning reports from Caterpillar and 3M. Today 
Honeywell and Colgate Palmolive will both report corporate earnings. Also the GDP will be 
reported today and President Trump will speak at the Economic Conference in Switzerland. 
College savings plans have changed so you can use up to $10,000 per year for private elementary 
and secondary education expenses with out paying federal tax, but Chad warned that many 
states have not passed a like bill, so check before you withdraw any funds. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on NAFTA and its importance to farmers in our area. Russell interviewed 1/29/2018 6:17am 3:00
Michelle Erickson-Jones, MT Grain Growers President and she explained that NAFTA has been one
of the most important agreements in the wheat and barley industry. US wheat imports into Mexico 
have increased 400% since the agreement was signed. It has reduced a lot of technical barriers 
to open up that market. Former US Ambassador to China, Max Baucus also said it would be a huge 
disruption to our economy if it were repealed. They also hope to resolve the barrier in wheat 
trade to Canada, that being the fact that any wheat shipped to Canada is regarded as feed, 
regardless of its actual quality. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Karen Baumgart Director of Billings Works about the upcoming Jobs 1/29/2018 6:32am 2:00
Jamboree. It is the largest job fair in the state and now is the time for employers to sign up for 
booth space at the event. This is a great recruitment opportunity for employers to meet potential 
employees. Last year they hosted over 160 employers with 2,000 job seekers and over 100 on the 
spot interviews were conducted. With the low unemployment rate in our area this is a great 
time for businesses to meet those looking to change jobs. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Todd Preston from D.A. Davidson about the stock market trends over the 2/2/2018 6:30am 3:00
past week. Last week was a volatile week because we had the first State of the Union speech



 from President Trump. The fed held steady and will not raise interest rates, it caused the dollar  
to be down a bit. Unemployment is still at a 45 year low. Bit coin it something everyone is talking 
about. It started at 20,000 per coin it is now down to about 9,000 per coin. There is a lot of
controversy about it. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports from Texas where the Montana Wool Growers met to discuss some of 2/5/2018 6:13am 3:00
the issues facing their industry. He interviewed Kevin Halverson the Montana Woolgrowers 
Association President. Halverson said the industry is coming back because consumers are going 
back to natural products instead of synthetics. Good quality wool is important to the mills and to 
the consumer. They are cautiously optimistic because 60% of the lamb consumed in the US is 
imported. Wolves and grizzly bears are the main concern right now since those predators 
hunt sheep and lambs. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Deanna Langman Director of PTAC. PTAC at Big Sky Economic Develop- 2/6/2018 6:30am 2:30
ment helps local business with government contracting. They hold an annual event to help  
match up local business owners with the buyers and contracting officers for local state and  
federal government agencies. She listed the various federal, state, local and tribal agencies that 
will have representatives at the event. It is an open house format so business owners can talk to 
various agencies and find out what their needs are. It is open to all businesses so everyone 
should attend. Government agencies buy a lot of products and services that people aren't 
aware of so everyone should attend the event on February 15th. Preregistration is suggested. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reported from the Alfalfa U convention in Ogden Utah. He interviewed presenter 2/12/2018 6:14am 2:00
Seth Hoyt from the Hoyt Report about the upcoming season. Hoyt doesn't see many options for 
growers this year. Nemetz also interviewed Idaho farmer Eric Larsen about the importance of the 
conference. Larsen said the information he receives at the conference helps him stay competitive
because their margins are so thin. Growing exports markets are also providing more opportunity 
for local farmers. Genetically modified alfalfa is also giving growers an advantage. They are 
both optimistic for 2018 crops. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Todd Preston D.A. Davidson about the market performance over the last 2/16/2018 6:31am 3:00
week. The markets had a good day yesterday with the Dow up over 360 and the S&P was up 36 and 
NASDAQ up over 100. Nice upward movement but it is still not at the high it was in January. They 
are seeing the volatility they have been talking about for the last couple months. The markets are
being driven by the feds and speculation about the interest rate increases. Inflation numbers 
came out at 2.7 percent which is not too high. Long term we aren't seeing indications of a 
recession so that is good news. 

5:30pm PA Dustin Klemann reports on the Downtown Billings Alliance strategic plan that will focus on 2/20/2018 5:30pm 2:00
downtown housing, diversity and better traffic flow. They are also proposing an American Indian 
Center in downtown Billings. Kathy Easton Downtown Billings Alliance CEO is asking for input from 
the public. They also suggested public Wi-Fi downtown and considered a suggestion to provide  
train service to south eastern Montana. The full proposal is posted on our website ktvq.com. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Chad Lippert from D.A. Davidson about the stock markets. The markets 2/23/2018 6:29am 2:00
have been down a bit the last couple weeks, and yesterday was a little better. The markets have 
been down a bit due to the federal reserve having to raise interest rates faster than originally 



anticipated. Today we expect a positive market opening. They will get earnings reports from 
Berkshire Hathaway. Lippert reminded viewers they can make their Roth IRA contribution up to 
April 17th this year. Up to age 50 you can do a $5,500 contribution and over age 50 you can 
contribute $6,500. Traditional IRA contributions may or may not be tax deductable so check 
with your tax consultant. 

5:30pm PA David Jay reported on the biggest horse sale in the region at the Billings Livestock Commission. 2/25/2018 5:30pm 3:30
10:00pm The 3 day auction brings in people from all over the US and Canada. Jann Parker the Billings 10:00pm

Livestock Horse Sale Manger said it is important for people to see these horses. This allows 
buyers to come to one location to evaluate the horses. Potential buyers look at the horses on 
Friday with 447 horses for sale. Scott Peterson Buyer from Belle Fourche SD said he looking for that
one special horse. Scott Hulme Seller from Graham Texas said they want to show the buyers 
everything the horse can do. Hulme said they live in the middle of horse country, but they bring 
their horses here because it is the best horse sale in the US. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports that most agree that the new farm bill will help local farmers and  3/8/2018 6:14am 2:30
stimulate the ag economy. Amy Iverson, WIPFLI CPA's and Consultants said increasing the popular 
Section 179 small business expensing to one million dollars is one of the highlights. As farmers
and ranchers are buying equipment they can turn around and expense immediately, so they 
can keep the cash rather than expense it over a period of years. The estate tax was also doubled 
to 11 million dollars per person or 22 million per couple. Iverson feels the majority of our 
producers will fall into that range so it will be great for the family farms to do proper estate 
planning. She encourages farmers to talk to a accountant professional about their situation. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Todd Preston D.A.Davidson about the past week's market performance. 3/9/2018 6:28am 2:00
Last week President Trump initiated a tariff on steel and aluminum and he signed it this week. 
People are concerned about what that means and how it will affect the markets. Now Trump is 
retracting some of his statements, so people are unsure. They will have the unemployment 
numbers out today. They are anticipating 200-205 thousand jobs added which will bring the 
unemployment numbers down a bit. The question now, is the economy heating up enough to 
justify an interest rate hike from the federal government. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on the new trucking regulations that could have a huge affect on live- 3/12/2018 6:10am 2:00
stock producers and livestock haulers. New regulations regarding the trucking industry would 
require they have an electronic tracking device on board. Drivers would be required to take a 
break after 10 hours of driving. Joe Goggins, LMA Director said it could really affect the value of 
livestock if they are 11- 13 hours away from market. Stan Weaver, AQHA 1st Vice President said it
is an animal welfare issue if the truck have to rest for 10 hours and the animals can't get off the 
trailer. It would devastate college and pro rodeo. They are also questioning if the technology is 
reliable. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Chad Lippert D.A.Davidson with the weekly stock market report. Lippert 3/16/2018 6:32am 2:00
said yesterday they had mixed results with the Dow being up 115 points while the NASDAQ and 
S&P were down a bit. The continued concern are tariffs and potential trade war with some of 
the news coming-out of Washington. Today the futures are basically flat leading into the 
market because investors continue to focus on the changes in Washington and the shake-ups 
that are in the news. Lippert also talked about gifting, for people that might want to help an  



adult child buy a home the law changed in 2018 and the limit went up from $14,000 to $15,000 per
person. It could cause tax implications for the recipient. 

10:00pm PA David Jay reported on the One Big Sky Development project and the funding needed to consider 3/28/2018 10:10pm 2:00
the project. Big Sky Economic Development would serve as the contracting agent for it along 
with the Hammas company. Other partners involved in the project include the Billings Chamber 
of Commerce, the Downtown Billings Alliance and the city. The groups are trying to raise $675,000 
to plan for downtown development. Steve Arveschoug Big Sky Development Executive Director 
explained that the project is now looking at the entire downtown development and trying to 
strategically plan for more than just the One Big Sky Center. They hope to have the funding for this 
phase secured so they can get the process started in May. 

5:30pm PA Morgan Davies reports on the 2 proposed mines near Yellowstone Park and how the public can 3/30/2018 5:30pm 2:00
provide feed back. The mines have received negative feed back from locals, tourists and conser-
vationists. Stephanie Adams Yellowstone Program Manager for the National Parks Conservation
Association said the forest service is reviewing the opportunity to remove these mines from the 
list which would prevent the land from being mined for 20 years. Adams encourages the public to 
review the documents and let the forest service know how you feel about it. US Senator Jon  
Tester said when large scale mining is proposed on the door step of the first national park in 
the nation, people pay attention. 
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5:30pm PA We aired a report on the annual Bell Ringing Ceremony held on the MSU-B campus to honor Dr. 1/15/2018 5:30pm 4:00
Martin Luther King Jr. Students and community members read the words of Dr. King. Dr. Ron Larsen 
Interim MSUB Chancellor said Dr. King was there to show us what is right and remind us what we 
need to do to end racial injustice. In conjunction with this ceremony two students from Beyond Our 
Borders were in Billings to spread the message of peace with a palm to palm gesture. The duo's
mission is to is to create bridges across racial, cultural and ideological divides. Montana is the
45th state they have visited. Manuel Frederick and Andrew Tisba with #Connect said we are 
so advanced technologically, but we are disconnected socially. They are trying to change that. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Mike Okragly Past President of the Pro Rodeo Hall and Wall of Fame 1/17/2018 6:13AM 3:00
and Yellowstone County Commissioner Jon Ostlund  about the upcoming dinner auction they are 
having to provide scholarship mommies for kids involved with rodeo. Mike said they have
provided 160 scholarships worth a half million dollars. This is also a big event for highlighting
the Metra. Ronnie Reid has donated a doctors buggy that was built in 1902, but it has been totally 
restored for the auction. They will also have clinics from several pro rodeo riders to give students 
tips on rodeo riding. 

MTM PA Kenneth Webb reported on the Big Sky resort Snow Bar. The event features several DJs playing 1/15/2018 6:28am 2:00
music so people can enjoy the party experience in the snow. The event features a light show and 
the actual venue is carved out of the snow. It takes about 75 hours to construct the outdoor venue.
More than 1,000 people will attend the party in the snow. 

5:30pm PA David Jay reported on the Women's March in Billings. The one mile march in downtown Billings 1/20/2018 5:33pm 1:30
10:00pm was a call to action to unite people of all racial, sexual and ideological backgrounds and to and 3:00 

celebrate the achievements of women. Speakers at the rally following encouraged inclusivity. 
Megan Zawacki a march attendee was interviewed and explained that strong women support
strong men and everyone working together is a good thing. Lindsey Ford also reported from the 
Capitol steps in Helena MT about a similar march held there. Following the march a rally was 
held in the capital rotunda. Heather Lynn Meeks a Women's March supporter suggested the 
most important action you can take is find out about the candidates position on the issues and 
vote. Gerry Hill another Women's March Supporter said today's march gave him a sense of hope. 

5:30pm PA David Jay reported on the 11th Annual March for Life Anti-Abortion march in Billings. Matt 1/21/2018 5:34pm 1:30
10:00pm Rosendale a candidate for US Senate spoke at the rally about the importance of changing the 

culture to one that defends life rather than one that discards life. 

5:30pm PA Aja Goare reports on the upcoming Yellowstone Art Museum's annual art auction and the most 1/22/2018 5:38pm 1:30
10:00pm unusual item in the auction. Ryan Cramer Yellowstone Art Museum Development Director said a

Pablo Picasso trial proof art work that will be included in the auction. A trial proof is the 



beginning of an artist trying to find the right composition, color and cut for the work. This piece 
has never been up for auction before and has never been framed, so this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to see this incredible work of art. 

5:30pm PA Hundreds of Billing youth attend the Boys and Girls Clubs of Yellowstone County each day and  1/27/2018 5:36pm 1:00
10:00pm today they held one of three flea market and antique sales that help support the clubs. Kitty 

Sundheim Former Boys and Girls Club Booster explained that the kids need a safe place to go
 after school. Evelyn Chatwood of the Big Sky Optimist club helped organize the sale and she said  
they are all for helping the children. The sale continues on Sunday also. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Ginny Mermel, Backpack Meals Coordinator and Sue Runkle, Homeless 1/30/2018 6:27am 3:00
Education Liaison about the Backpack Meals for Kids program and 406 Jersey day. Friday kids and 
adults are encouraged to make a $1 or $5 donation to the Backpack Meals program and wear 
their favorite team jersey to work or school. Each meals kit costs $4 per weekend per child and 
and this is the major fund raiser for the program. Runkle explained that the food goes to those 
students that are showing signs of chronic hunger. Nikki Salazar, Washington Elementary 
Counselor explained how they identify the children and how the food is dispersed each Friday. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed McCall Linke the NILE Equine and Communications Director about the 2/8/2017 6:31am 2:00
upcoming MATE show. The MATE show has vendors with Ag related products, everything you 
need to keep your farm and ranch going on display. They also offer classes in ways to make 
your operation run better, some information on pest and weed control. They will also have 
instructions on how to paint a picture of a cow. They will be giving away various prizes with
tickets available at all First Interstate Bank locations. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Susan Irwin and Judy Whitley from Casting for Recovery. They invite  2/9/2018 6:14am 3:00
They invite breast cancer survivors to a retreat each summer to learn how to fly fish at no cost to 
the participants. The weekend retreat gives the survivors confidence and they also share exper-
iances that help in the healing process. Casting for Recovery doesn't raise money for research, 
they are all about healing. Those interested in the retreat can apply online. 14 women are picked 
to attend from our area. The Pink Pookie Gala in March is their major fund raiser for the retreat. 

5:30pm PA Lindsey Ford reports form Lincoln MT about the Race to the Sky Dog Sled Race. This year's race 2/11/2018 5:30pm 2:00
10:00pm has 21 teams from different towns in Montana and from other states. Ford intereviewed Laurie

Warren from Idaho who explained she got into the sport because of her son's interest. She will 
compete in the 300 mile adult race. Charmaine Morrison got into the sport because of a school 
project. She built her own sled and started with 3 dogs. She now has 17 Alaskan Huskies. She 
will compete in the 100 mile race. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Brianna Brickman from Dress for Success about the organization and 2/14/2018 6:29am 3:00
their upcoming fund raiser. The organization has a full career program aimed at getting women 
back in the work force. They help with resume building, mock interviews, job searches as well as 
providing appropriate clothing for a job interview. They also offer professional development 
workshops and a mentoring program to provide support. Fund raiser is a luncheon and style 
show to raise monies to support the program. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Barb Seeley from the YWCA about their upcoming Salute event. The 2/20/2018 6:27am 2:00



event supports YWCA programs such as the Battered Women's Shelter, daycare programs, career
programs and mentoring programs. This year's nominees for Women of Achievement include 
Carol Burton, Liz Ching, Kathy Cross and Lenette Kosovich-Edgerton. They have gone above and
in their professional and volunteer lives. Individual who supports and mentors women is 
Deputy City Attorney Benjamin Halverson and Exemplary Philanthropy is First Interstate Bank. 

MTM PA Jenny Fick interviewed Ray Massee Metra Park about some of the upcoming concerts that will 2/23/2018 6:15am 2:00
be happening at Metra. Luke Bryant will be coming to Billings and Massee said they think 2018
will be a great year for concerts here. Luke Bryant is just the first of several that will be 
announced this year. He explained how to make sure you are buying legitimate tickets for any 
concert at Metra and cautioned about buying them from other websites that may not be valid. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed John Wilson from Friends of the NRA. Friends of the NRA is part of the 3/1/2018 6:16am 2:00
NRA Foundation which is the non-political side of the NRA. Their mission is to enhance shooting 
sports and gun safety. They are one of the biggest fund raisers for 4H and FAA shooting programs. 
They are also involved in training police officers on how to asses school shootings with the 
School Shield program. They will hold their annual fund raiser at the Metra this month with 
proceeds from the auctions going to these various programs. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Tuff Harris Former NFL player and Leadership Montana Keynote Speaker 3/1/2018 6:27am 2:00
about the Leadership Montana Event. He has learned from some great leaders throughout his 
career and he will share some of that information. He also talked about his foundation One 
Heart Warriors where people can go through a training camp, so to speak, to help them become 
leaders in their communities. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Bill Kennedy  about the fund raiser for the Southside Community Center 3/15/2018 6:14am 4:00
called the Luck of the Irish lunch. The funds raised will go to repairing a hot water heater and a 
condenser that have gone out at the center. They need $2.500 for repairs. Everyone is invited to 
the lunch at the center. Kennedy explained how to cook corned beef and also how to make 
pasties. It is a great way to support the Southside Community Center. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Allan Anderson from the Caledonian Pipes and Drums about the Pub 3/15/2018 6:29am 3:00
Crawl that will take place on St. Patrick's Day weekend. There are 20 members of group that will 
take part in the St. Patrick's Day parade and then following the parade they will perform at 
various restaurants around downtown. They performed a traditional Irish song on the bagpipes 
and drums. They also showed the list of places they will visit and anyone can join them. 
The group also just found out they will be the opening act for the Rod Stewart concert in April. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Jim Woolyhand Habitat for Humanity Executive Director about their 3/19/2018 6:28am 2:00
programs and their upcoming fund raiser the B.A.S.H.H. They will have a variety of live and silent
auction. The Billings Association of Realtors will also hold a casino night fund raiser on April 17 
with all funds raised going to the Habitat for Humanity programs. They will also have "Go Fish" 
and "Uno" for those people that are not gamblers. Habitat is working to buy land to create a sub 
division of homes in Billings. They will start building the homes in 2019. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Kris Koessl from Yellowstone Valley Pheasants Forever about their 3/21/2018 6:29am 2:00
upcoming fund raiser they will have a live and silent auction and they will also be giving away 



a lot of great prizes. Everyone is welcome at this event including youngsters. Pheasants Forever 
is a habitat organization that focuses on conserving the habitat for pheasants in our region. 
They also encourage youth in our area to get involved in hunting and gun safety. They host a 
youth event in the field every fall to get kids interested in the sport. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed singer Mina Alali. Alali is originally from California and has studied 3/29/2018 6:26am 3:00
at Berkley. She is taking a semester off to pursue her music. She will performing tonight at the 
Mazevo Café. She also performed live in studio. 
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5:30pm PA Mike Dennison reports on a possible North Western Energy rate increase when Montanans are 12-Jan 5:30pm 3:00
10:00pm already paying 11.3 cents per kWh, one of the highest rates in the northwest. Mike explained the 10:00pm

average bill in Montana is currently $95 per month, with the lowest in our area being Idaho 
Power at 8.2 cents per kWh or on average monthly bill of $71. We are paying high prices because 
of deregulation. North Western Energy's predecessor Montana Power sold off their assets in the  
1990s and now North Western Energy is trying to buy them back. John Hines, Northwestern Energy 
Vice President for Supply explained that the properties they are buying will depreciate over time 
but currently the higher cost is due to the acquisition of these plants. Brad Johnson PSC 
Chairman R-East Helena said he feels if you look at the percentage increases of other utilities in 
the region their percentages have been greater. Dennison tells us if you think your electric bill is 
high this winter you are correct, but it hasn't changes all that much of the last few years. 
We have a full breakdown of the NW Energy rates and those of other utilities in our region on our
website. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh reported live from Heavenly Mountain Resort at South Lake Tahoe from the 1/22/2018 6:29am 2:30
Operation Sierra Storm, a gathering of meteorologists from all over the US. They will be talking 
about the snow in the mountains and the expected run off. We have higher than normal snow 
totals in Montana. Ed interviewed Frank Gehrke, Chief of California Snow Surveys about the snow 
pack in California. There is a block of high pressure that is diverting the storms away from 
California into the north. They are hoping they will get more moisture in Californian. California 
depends on the spring run off for everything, water supply, agriculture and hydro electric power. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh reports live from Heavenly Mountain Resort at South Lake Tahoe. Ed's guest today 1/23/2018 6:30am 2:00
is Keith Stellman Meteorologist in the Atlanta Weather Service Office. They talked about relaying 
the information to the public. People need to be conscious of where they are getting their 
information from and who is sending it. They want to make sure people are getting the right 
message. They suggest you go to multiple sources and make sure you are going to reputable 
sites. 

5:30pm PA Jay Kohn reports on the future of the town of Colstrip as the shut down date of Colstrip units 1/31/2018 5:30pm 3:00
10:00pm 1 and 2 is coming closer. Puget Sound Energy announced they will close in June 2022. He talked 10:00pm 

with State Senator Duane Ankney who feels as long as there is demand for the product they 
won't shut the plants down. He also mentioned it will be a 20-25 million dollar tax reduction for 
the state and local governments. Rosebud County Commissioner Doug Martens said it is hard to 
for the future because things are uncertain right now. The plants account for 85% of the tax funds 
in the county. Stacey Yates from the I.B.E.W. said the main concern is how to replace the jobs that 
will be lost. He hopes they can explore new coal technology such as carbon capture. 

5:30pm PA Part 2 of Jay Kohn's Colstrip report. Laurie Shaw one of the founders of Colstrip United is focused 2/1/2018 5:30pm 3:00



10:00pm on public education about coal and coal energy, and what is does for the community and the 10:00pm 
state. Shaw is also a member of the city council which gives her another perspective. She pointed 
out the primary state funding for libraries is the coal severance tax. Jim Atchison from the 
Southeastern Montana Development Corporation said Colstrip is not the first community to 
experience something like this. They are looking at others to learn how best to deal with the 
shut down. Pat Campbell 30 year resident of Colstrip and Western Montana Labor Relations 
Specialist believes they will lose jobs and property values will fall. He also believes the suppliers 
from Billings will feel the loss.  Jay said units one and 2 could shut down as early as June 2021. 
Units 3 and 4 are owned by 6 companies and it would require a unanimous decision to shut them 
down. They will remain in operation as long as they are ecumenically viable. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh interviewed Joe Pica, NOAA National Weather Service Director of Observations about 2/26/2018 6:26am 3:30
the new "Goes-S" satellite that will help predict weather around the world. Goes-S will be 
launching with 3 times the spectral bands, 4 times the resolution and 5 time the update rate.
To monitor the weather. This will help save lives and property with these new satellites. 
It will help local forecasting because it won't be hampered by the terrain. Firefighting will be
enhanced because it will be able to target hot spots in wild fires. It will also help in predicting 
fog when people are traveling because the FFA will have more data to work with and will get 
increased numbers of aircraft in and out of airports safely. 

10:00pm PA For the first time in 40 years Wyoming is planning a Grizzly Bear hunting season. The Wyoming 3/13/2018 10:00pm 1:30
plan calls for a limit of 24 grizzly's with 12 of those being taken near the border of Yellowstone 
National Park. The proposed hunt would run from 9/15/18-11/15/18 and the season would be 
extended an additional 2 weeks for areas away from the national park. Ranchers in north west 
Montana are in favor of the hunt while environmental groups and native American tribes are 
vowing to stop the hunt before it begins. They believe grizzly's should remain on the 
endangered species list. Last year the federal government turned over the management 
responsibilities to the states of Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. Montana is not planning a hunt.  

5:30pm PA This winter the snow and brutal cold temperatures created problems in many ponds and lakes in 3/29/2018 5:33pm 2:00
south central Montana. Large amounts of fish died from anorexia or asphyxiation because the ice
and snow killed the aquatic plants in Riverfront Park pond. As the plants decomposed they
consumed most of the available oxygen and the fish were either starved or asphyxiated. Those 
fish that did survive the winter are expected to grow bigger with less competition for food. 
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MTM PA Victoria Hill visited Billings Senior High Science teacher Craig Beals in his classroom to learn 1/8/2018 6:25am 6:00

about one possible solution to the plastic water bottle problem. One million water bottle are 
made every minute. He showed Victoria how to make edible water blobs out of calcium lactate 
and sodium alginate. Water blobs can be made by putting the sodium alginate mixture in the 
calcium lactate. It forms a shell that holds the water. You can drink the water and actually eat 
the shell as well. Could be a way to help solve the problem of too many water bottles in the 
future. 

MTM PA Dennis Bragg reported on the new University of Montana President Seth Bodner about his new 1/11/2018 6:28am 3:00
position and the future as he sees it for the University of Montana. Bodner says he sees U of M 
as a model for innovation and excellence. He said the University has hit rough times lately, but 
it is full of high energy students and great faculty. He feels U of M will prepare the students 
for the jobs they will seek. Bodner looks forward to some of the outdoor opportunities the area 
offers. 

5:30pm PA Steele Stephens reports on the crowd of nearly 300 people that gathered to support the School 1/26/2018 5:31pm 2:00
10:00pm Choice rally. Jeff Lasloffy Montana Family Foundation President explained that they recognize 

rather tan trying to put students into a one size fits all education, they need to have the 
opportunity to find the best educational setting for each student. It could be public, private or 
a charter school. School choice can help all students succeed. 

MTM PA Ed McIntosh and Victoria Hill interviewed Jeff Ewelt Director of Zoo Montana. Today he 1/31/2018 6:13am 3:00
brought in a kookaburra and a small owl. April 13th is international bird day. He mimicked the 6:26am 3:00
bird's call to communicate with the Kookaburra. He also explained that they have a large beak 
to bash their food against rocks to tenderize it. They talked about Ozzie the Bear's Super Bowl 
picks. This year he picked the Philadelphia Eagles to win. In the second segment Ewelt showed 
a small screech owl. This is a common species in our area. He also showed a bird house 
that people can put in their yards to attract small owls that will eat the bugs in your yard. The 
plans for the bird house will be on the Zoo Montana Facebook page. 

5:30pm PA Shaun Herrington Billings Catholic Schools President explained that they have a new building 1/31/2018 5:36pm 1:00
have approximately 1,022 students from preschool to grade 12 and they are growing. They have a 
new k-8 school and where other catholic schools are struggling the Billings Catholic School 
system is strong. Catholic schools week is celebrated across the US this week. 

5:30pm PA The Math Counts competition was held at MSU-B with 118 students from 12 area schools vying 2/16/2018 5:30pm 1:15
for the Math Counts title. Math Counts encourages students to pursue careers in STEM fields. 
The competition includes a written test and a fast paced verbal test. Dan Munson MT State 
Math Counts Co-coordinator explained that it helps students in other subjects as well with story 
problems and critical thinking skills. The top four teams will advance to the state competition. 
Winning teams were from Lewis & Clark Middle School, Lockwood Middle School, Castle Rock
Middle School and Ben Steele Middle School. 



MTM PA Victoria Hill and Ed McIntosh interviewed Craig Beals Billings Senior High Science teacher. Craig 2/19/2018 6:26am 5:00
demonstrated changing the PH of various liquids. Going from neutral water, to an acidic liquid, 
then taking it back to basic using various chemicals. Changing the PH of the liquids changed the 
colors. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Rev. Kim Woeste Rocky Mountain College about the upcoming lecture 2/27/2018 6:26am 3:00
series with topics including "Creating Community in Fracturing Times" and "Returning Civility to  
Civil Dialogue". Rocky is involved because they think it is important to have academic dialogue
that includes members of the community to bring in timely presenters and topics. They have 
been planning the event for 2 years and had no idea how timely the topics would be when they 
first started planning. They want to highlight the importance of talking to each other and engage 
in civil conversation in the midst of troubling times. Speakers include Rev. Dr. Gary Mason from 
Northern Ireland, Bishop Karen Oliveti and Rabbi Uri Barnea. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill and Ed McIntosh interview Jeff Ewelt Director of Zoo Montana with the new baby 2/28/2018 6:11am 4:00
otters' that were just born at the zoo. The babies were unexpected and the mother rejected them 
so the keepers are feeding them every 3 hours. Zoo keeper Alyson Dredla discovered the pups.
The zoo keepers will have to mimic the mother's behavior to ensure they learn how to survive. 
They are not sure if the mother will accept them later when they are older. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill reports on new teaching methods being used in the Billings Public Schools that are 2/28/2018 6:26am 4:00
changing the students and the schools. She interviewed Deedee Larsen Washington Elementary 
Principal about the house meetings that are a part of the Ron Clark Academy method of teaching. 
House meetings include students from different grade levels to give them a sense of belonging. 
The method is built on the principles of culture, rigor and student engagement. Beartooth 
Elementary Principal Travis Niemeyer introduced the academy to the district several years ago. 
Teachers are finding more engagement from the students and excitement about school. 
Washington Elementary teacher Bryce Baker has seen huge improvements in the school since they 
are using this method and attendance has doubled this year. Jonna Jones Wentana Marketing 
director and school business partner said they have seen kids stepping up into leadership roles. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill and Ed McIntosh interviewed Craig Beals Billings Senior High Science teacher. 3/12/2018 6:24am 5:00
In the spirit of St. Patrick's Day they are turning pennies into gold. They start with white vinegar 
and table salt to clean them. The next step is to submerge them in zinc chloride and some 
granular zinc that will be heated to a boil, then it will coat the pennies with zinc. They will heat 
the zinc covered pennies and zinc and copper mix to create brass. (gold colored) 

MTM PA Victoria Hill and Ed McIntosh interviewed Jeff Ewelt Director of Zoo Montana. Jeff brought in a 3/28/2018 6:15am 3:00
Algerian hedgehog from northern Africa. He explained that this type of hedgehog is an 6:30am 3:00
insectivore and feeds only on insects. Some people like to have them as pets, but Ewelt said that 
if you want to have one as a pet, do you research because there are a lot of things you need to 
know before you bring one into your home. The animal has spikes, not quills. Ewelt displayed
the difference with a blanket with porcupine quills in it. He said the porcupine will shot out the 
quills if threatened. The hedgehog doesn’t lose it's quills, it spikes you and runs away. Or it will 
roll into a ball to protect its self. In the second segment Ewelt talked about the baby otters that 
were born at the zoo a month ago. They have had a respiratory infection, but they are treating 
them for it and they are gaining weight.. They have also renovated the gifts shop at the zoo.

5:30pm PA The Golden Apple Award winners were announced today by the Billings Education Association. 3/28/2018 5:56pm 1:00
Recipients include Dolly Jahn, Ponderosa Elementary, Diane Brown, Washington Elementary, 



Nicole Bogunovich, Billings West High School, Joe Halligan Principal Ben Steele Middle School, 
Angie Gray Associate Principal Ben Steele Middle School, Sandra Kreiter Paraprofessional 
Newman Elementary and Rob Waite Riverside Middle School. They also honored Craig Beals 
Billings Senior High as teacher of the year. Karen Moses was also recognized as Friend of 
Education. 

5:30pm PA The State Office of Public Instruction testified to lawmakers about the challenges of recruiting and 3/29/2018 5:37pm 2:00
retaining teachers in tribal community schools. A partnership between Blackfeet Community 
College, Browning Public School and University of Montana Western is allowing people to 
become fully certified teachers while staying in their communities. Dee Hoyt Blackfeet Community 
College Education & Health Division Chair explained that once they brought the program to their 
community college and people didn't have to uproot their families to attend college they were
pretty successful. 
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MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Karen Sanford-Gall Director of the Big Sky State Games about the fitness 1/2/2018 6:28am 3:00

program Shape Up Montana and Big Sky Fit Kids. The programs encourage people to sign up a
team of 4-10 members to encourage exercise during the winter months. The team approach en-  
courages accountability. When Shape up started years ago they were focused on weight loss, 
however now they are encouraging a healthy life style and maintaining a weight level that is 
healthy for you. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Dr. Justin Botsford-Miller Billings Clinic Gynecologic Oncologist about 1/4/2018 6:15am 2:30
Cervical Cancer Awareness Month. About 14,000 women are diagnosed each year and 4,000 will 
die from cervical cancer. Most of these deaths are preventable. This is a cancer that doctors can  
prevent if women are vaccinated against the virus that causes 99% of the cases. Also it is very 
important to have annual exams. Warning signs are pain, bleeding, swelling. See your regular 
physician if you experience any symptoms. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill and Ed McIntosh talked with Joey Traywick, RN about exercises you can do at the 1/4/2018 6:28am 4:00
office and the importance of not being sedentary to maintain your health. Joey demonstrated 
various moves that people can do in business clothes. Moving and stretching can make huge
changes when done every day over time. Stretching and moving like our pets will make a
difference in your overall health. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on the first responder training that took place in Lewistown MT. Often 1/15/2018 6:15am 2:00
in small rural communities the first responders are volunteers and their efforts can make the 
difference between life and death. Russell interviews Donny Morton, Emergency Responder 
from Broadview MT. The Montana Emergency Medical meeting brought together first responders, 
Emergency medical personnel and volunteers to learn about rapid response in an emergency 
situation. The sooner a patient sees a surgeon the higher the chances of recovery. People from 
across the state attended. Albert White, Ret. LT. Lewistown Fire Department said they share 
information about accidents they have seen in the past in hopes that it will help in the future 
when an incident occurs. 

MTM PA Joey Traywick interviewed Capri Wilkins, Yoga Teacher and Katie about yoga and how yoga can 1/18/2018 6:25am 3:00
help you get healthy. They demonstrated various yoga poses and talked about it will help 
strengthen your core. These poses can be done at all levels and will help you avoid injury in the 
gym. Capri also showed young poses that will help your hips and this will help if you are a 
runner. 

5:30pm PA Samantha Harrelson went to Altrain Fitness and talked with gym owner Trevin Ophus about his 1/18/2018 5:38pm 3:00
10:00pm facility and what it takes to compete at the level of the competitors on American Ninja Warrior. 

His facility has obstacles that are designed to the specs they use on American Ninja Warrior. 
Samantha tried various obstacles and Ophus told Samantha her upper body was weak and



 needed work, but her mind was strong because she was willing to try the various obstacles. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Nathan Stahley Riverstone Health Population Health Program 1/24/2018 6:28am 2:30
Coordinator about the screening of the movie "Screenagers". The movie is a documentary about 
the screen usage by teenagers including cell phones, tablets, I-Pads, computers etc. The 
screening is free to the public. They are hopeful that the community conversation will start about 
our screen usage. After each screenings they will have a panel of medical professionals that can 
answer questions. It will also give parents to talk to other parents. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Dr. Erica Bruen St. Vincent Internal Medicine and they were talking about 1/25/2018 6:29am 3:00
chronic coughs VS and infectious cough. Signs that you need to seek medical attention are if you 
have a fever, chest pain, coughing up blood, shortness of breath, weight loss. The other kind of 
cough is annoying to you and those around you, usually caused by allergies. For that type of 
cough you can use an over the counter steroid nasal spray or over the counter allergy medicine.
Spray straight back to your ears, not up. Avoid products that combine a decongestant. The other 
cause can be silent reflux or GERD. You can take over the counter Prilosec, Prevacid and elevate 
the head of your bed. 

MTM PA Joey Traywick interviewed Mary about the YMCA Livestrong program. Mary is a 21 year cancer 2/1/2018 6:30am 3:00
survivor and is a volunteer for the program. She explained the importance of exercise and how 
it can change your life after a cancer diagnosis and treatment. She said your energy and self 
esteem will be enhanced by participating in the program. The 12 week program is supervised by 
professional instructors and conducted at the YMCA. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill reports on technology and toddlers. She reports that technology is accessible by 2/14/2018 6:14am 3:00
almost everyone and now it is in the hands of toddlers, the Alpha generation. Since the 5:35pm 
introduction of television parents have been monitoring screen time. Hill interviewed Dr. Natalie 
Bohlmann, MSUB Associate Professor of Educational Theory and Practice. She suggests limiting  
toddlers to only one hour a day of screen time. Unfortunately many parents use it as a distraction 
to get their own work done. Damaging effects include vision, sleep, weight, fine motor skill 
development and mental health. Hill also interviewed Dr. Patricia Notario Billings Clinic 
Pediatrician said too much technology can stunt growth. Using it as a tool can actually help the 
child. Good high quality interaction with others is key. 

5:30pm PA Jim Mahoney CPR Saturday Co-Chair talked about the importance of knowing g the correct way to 2/14/2018 5:30pm 1:00
administer CPR on adults, children and infants. The seminar is open to the public and in a few 
hours participants will learn the correct techniques. Participants will also have time to practice.
This year they are also teaching people how to control bleeding while you wait for emergency 
responders. CPR Saturday will be held this Saturday at the Mansfield Health Education Center. 

MTM PA Joey Traywick reports on a new trend in fitness using bungee cords to work out. Joey interviewed 2/15/2018 6:30am 2:00
Angie Seifred at Billings Athletic Club and she explained this new trend is good for all fitness 
levels. You can work out upper body,  lower body, cardio and core depending on how the bungee 
is used. They demonstrated various exercises that can be done on the bungees and how it will 
improve your physical health. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Dr. Brady Keller from Rimrock Pediatric Dentistry about when children 2/22/2018 6:14am 3:00



need to go to a dentist. A child should see the dentist within 6 months of getting their first tooth. 
Part of the reason they like to see children so early is they can teach parents about what steps 
they need to take to ensure their children have good oral health. For example he said candy will 
cause cavities, but also any processed food with simple carbohydrates can cause cavities. Things
like chips, fish crackers,  and white bread. Ways to help them want to brush are by using aps that
help them brush correctly. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviews Dr. Erica Bruen St. Vincent Healthcare about CPR and the importance of 2/22/2018 6:28am 2:30
knowing how to perform it. 88% of the people that have an out of hospital cardiac arrest will not 
survive. If you are with someone experiencing cardiac arrest, you can help save them by perform-
ing CPR. The most important thing you can do is perform chest compressions, or hands only CPR  
and have someone call 911. It will keep the blood flowing through their body until help arrives. 
Push hard and fast, 100-120 beats per second. 

5:30pm PA Dustin Klemann reports on the new Psychiatric Stabilization Unit set to open March 26. Dr. Eric 2/24/2018 5:30pm 1:30
10:00pm Arzubi explained that patient will go to the emergency room first then once they are medically OK 10::00pm

they will be transferred to the stabilization unit where the psychiatric team can step in and 
do their evaluation and provide the appropriate care. They can help psychiatric patients in one 
of the worst moments of their lives. There are only about 5-6 stabilization units like this around 
the country so this is a great addition to our community. 

MTM PA Russell Nemetz reports on the opioid epidemic in the agriculture community. The Farm Bureau  2/26/2018 6:11am 3:00
and the Farmers Union are teaming up to help combat the growing opioid problem. Nemetz 
interviewed John Youngberg Executive Vice President of the MT Farm Bureau Federation about 
the issue. Youngberg said farmers and ranchers work in an industry in which injuries are common 
and doctors will write prescriptions for pain killers. He also interviewed Alan Merrill Montana 
Farmer Union President who said opioid addiction can spell disaster for a farm family, so they 
trying to educate and communicate the ways to get help. The Farm Town Strong program can help
those that have a problem. Dr. Greg Holzman MT DPHHS state medical officer said reducing the 
stigma of addiction is crucial for people to get help. It is Important to talk about the problem. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Russ Palmer and Aaron Redland from the Yellowstone Rim Runners. 3/16/2018 6:16am 3:00
Their annual Shamrock Run will be held on March 24th. It is a opportunity for those interested 
to join the organization. Proceeds from their runs go to support scholarships for runners at MSU-B
and Rocky Mountain Collage. This is a way for them to give back to the community and encourage 
people to take up running and join them. This year is it a 5K course starting at Pioneer Park. 
They will also have prizes for participants and a pancake breakfast at the finish line. 

10:00pm PA Women's are encouraged to get ready for the annual Women's Run by taking part in the free 3/20/2018 10:00pm 2:00
getting started clinics held every Monday at Rocky Bowl and the Lockwood School track. Walkers 
and runners can prep for the run by joining the clinics. Free child care is offered for those tat 
want to take part and have children. The clinic offers instructor lead exercise and stretching 
exercises for all levels. Renee Coppock Women's Run Board of Directors President explains 
the main goal of the clinics and the run itself is to improve women's health and creating those 
good habits of exercising several times a week. 

MTM PA Victoria Hill interviewed Dr. Erica Bruen from St. Vincent Healthcare about Colorectal Cancer 3/22/2018 6:28am 3:00



Month. Bruen said they are trying to get more Montanans screened for colorectal cancer since 
it is one of the easiest cancers to detect. They have very good screening tools and people 
between the ages of 50-74 should have a colonoscopy. If you are too uncomfortable with having 
a colonoscopy there are other tests available now. You need a prescription from your doctor, but 
you can use the Cologuard test. There is no prep and you simply send the specimen into the lab. 
That test is about 85% accurate, so if you have a positive make sure you follow up with your 
doctor. 

10:00pm PA Aja Goare reports that Montana has one of the highest suicide rates in the nation. Many of those 3/22/2018 10:00pm 4:00
deaths are young people. 13 year old Kaden Hafer of Riverside Middle School ended his own life 
on March 10th. His parents Christian and Sara Hafer want other families to talk about depression. 
Christian Hafer adopted Kaden at Kaden's request. They explained that when Kaden started
puberty things got rough for him. He started having issues in every aspect of his life, with friends,
at school and with his parents. He began counseling at a psychiatric center after his first suicide 
attempt. Unfortunately insurance would only pay for the first 30 days of treatment and the Hafers
couldn't afford to continue. They encourage others going through tough times with their children 
to talk to them, get help, and never give up. A Montana youth assessment reveals that 9 percent 
of high school students have attempted suicide and 12 percent of middle school students have 
attempted it. There is a proposal in the state legislature to invest $1million to address youth 
suicide in Montana. The monies would come from the tobacco trust account and prioritizes high 
suicide rate areas. There is also suicide awareness and prevention training in the Montana 
curriculum. Governor Steve Bullock said that addressing youth suicide in our state is a small price
to pay to ensure that every young person knows their value at school, at home and in their 
communities. 


