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ISSUE:  GENERAL 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

4/12/09 

“Gun Rush” – Despite the current economic downturn, fear of tighter gun control laws under 

Obama administration have fueled an increase in gun and ammunition sales.  At a 

Virginia gun show, gun proponents and anti-gun activist discuss why the public feels the 

need to possess guns and what could be fueling the sales, the gun show “loophole” in 

Virginia and 30 other states that allows people who are not gun dealers to sell firearms 

without background checks, and the Virginia Tech massacre.  Interviewed, Philip Van 

Cleve, gun proponent; Gerald Massengil, former police superintendent of Virginia; Lily 

Habtu, Virginia Tech survivor; Omar Samaha, brother of Virginia Tech victim Reema 

Samah and Senator Dianne Feinstein.  

 
  

4/26/09 

“Powered by Coal” – This is a report on coal, American’s most abundant and cheap fossil fuel.  

Coal generates nearly half the electricity in the United States and the world, but it is the dirtiest 

fuel of all when it comes to carbon dioxide or CO2, the leading greenhouse gas.  The Obama 

administration has declared that CO2 is a threat to human health and plans to impose limits, but 

making coal safe will come at an astronomical cost.  During the campaign, both sides endorsed 

clean coal or carbon capture and sequestration technology.  Clean coal takes the carbon dioxide, 

turns it into a liquid and pumps it underground.  Virtually everyone agrees that this is the only 

way we have to make coal safe. 

 

5/3/09 

“Reeducationg Bin Laden’s Disciples” – This is a report on a reformation program in Saudi 

Arabia, designed to re-educate jihadist formerly loyal to Osama bin Laden, after they are released 

from the prison camp at Guantanamo Bay.  Those interviewed are Kahalid al Jhani, former 

disciple of Osama bin Laden; Major General Yousef Mansour, top aid to Prince Nayif, the head 

of Saudi Internal Security and Dr. Abdual Rahman al Hadlaq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Issues Address by Program Dept. 

Page 2 of 4 

 

ISSUE:  ECOMONY 
60 Minutes 

7P-8P 

5/17/09 

“AIG, We Own It” – This is an interview with Edward Liddy, who took over the reins of the out 

of control American International Group, the failed insurance giant to which the government has 

made $180 million available in aid.  Liddy discusses how he plans to save the company and pay 

back the government.  Also Interviewed was Rich Ferlauto, Director of Pension Investments for 

the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employee; Frank Partnoy, law professor 

at the University of San Diego and an expert on the kinds of complicated financial derivaties that 

ruined AIG.   

 

5/31/09 

“Your Bank Has Failed” – This is an examination of what happens when a bank fails, as 60 

minutes is granted exclusive access to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation’s takeover of 

Heritage Community Bank in Glenwood, Illinois, a Chicago suburb.  This interviewed in this 

segment are Sheila Bair, Chairman of the FDIC; Cherly Bates, Authur Cook, Rickey 

McGullough, FDIC agents; Audrey and Bill Hess, Heritage Community Bank customers. 

 

6/14/09 

“The Man Who Knew” – This is an interview with Harry Markopolos, a Boston financi8al 

analyst and fraud investigator who repeatedly told the Securities and Exchange Commissio9n that 

Wall Street financier Bernard L. Madoff’s investment fund was a fraud.  He was ignored, and 

investors lost billions of dollars.  Also Interview in the segment was former Madoff customer 

Shelly Ludlow and Len Forrest, who lost their investments; and attorney David boies. 

 

 

 

ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

4/26/09 

“The Orphanage” – This is a visit to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, the Kenya based 

orphanage for elephants who were abandoned when they were less than two years old.  Includes 

interviews with dame Daphne Sheldrick, the orphanage founder who has been working with 

elephants for 50 years and Edwin Lusichi head of the elephant keepers.  
 
5/3/09 

“The Amazon Crude” – A report on Ecuadoreans who are suing oil giant Chevron, the owner of 

Texaco, because they say oil drilling in the Amazon jungle by Texaco polluted their fragile 

environment.  Those interviewed in this segment as: Manual Salinas, who is suing Chevron; 

Doug Beltman, who worked for the EPA on Superfund sites and is the scientific expert for the 

people suing Chevron and Stephen Donziger, New York lawyer who is the driving force behind 

the lawsuit. 
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ISSUES: HEALTH 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

 4/5/09 

“Closing the Clinic” – This is a report on how the economic crisis is affecting society’s most 

vulnerable, the poor, who rely on public hospitals for care. This report focuses on University 

Medical Center, a primary source of charity care in Las Vegas, Nevada, as it is forced by budget 

cuts to close services that are duplicated by private hospitals, including its outpatient clinic for 

chemotherapy patients and what these patients and health care professionals are doing in the wake 

of this downsizing. Interviewed are: Kathy Silver, CEO University Medical Center; Dr. Nick 

Spiritos, Women’s Cancer Center Foundation; and cancer patients Helen Sharp, Roy Scales, 

Livia Ralphs and Yolanda Coleman.  

 

5/24/09 

“Wine RX” – This is a report about resveratrol, a substance in red wine that scientist believe 

might do more than just protect the heart.  They think it could, in very high concentrations, 

significantly extend life by preventing a number of age-related illnesses.  If they are right, we all 

may soon be taking a pill that could give us an extra decade or two of healthy old age. 

 

ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

 7/8/06 

4/18/09 

“Death Without Mercy” – On November 29, 2005, firemen put out a fire in a house in Morgantown, 

West Virginia and discovered in a bedroom the charred remains of Jimmy Michael, who lived there with 

his second wife Shelly, a registered nurse. A medical examiner’s report found that Jimmy was dead before 

the blaze had even started, and that he had been injected with a lethal dose of a drug called rocuronium, 

used in hospital procedures when doctors need to temporarily paralyze muscles.  Police investigation led to 

the arrest of Shelly Michael for the murder of her husband.  At her trial the jury found her guilty of first 

degree murder, but included a recommendation of mercy.  She will be eligible for parole in 2027.  
 

5/16/09 

“Daddy’s Girl” – On July 19, 2007, Timothy MacNeil, a prominent defense attorney, was shot to 

death in his San Diego, California home.  The only witness was his 17 ear old stepdaughter, 

Brace Hansen, who was found tied up at the scene.  She told police that a masked gunman had 

broken in and committed the murder, but had left her alive.  However, further police interrogation 

of Hansen let to her arrest as a suspect; and she also implicated her brother, Nathan Gann, in the 

murder.  Both suspects confessed separately to participation in plotting the murder of their 

stepfather, but each accused the other of being the instigator.  They were both charged with first 

degree murder by means of lying in wait, a special circumstance that carries a mandatory life 

sentence.  Nathan went on trial in November 2008; it resulted in hung jury.  Prosecutors then 

made the decision to try the siblings at the same time, in the same courtroom, but with two 

separate juries.  Both Hansen and Gann were found guilty by their respective juries.  They will 

both be sentenced on June 19, 2009.   
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ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8PM 

 

6/9/09 

“The Lady in the Harbor” – This is a report on the September 2006 murder of aspiring actress 

Barbara Mullenix who body was discovered in the water at Newport Harbor or Tacht Club in 

California.  She had been stabbed fifty two times.  An initial suspect was her ex-husband, Bruce 

Mullenix,  Despite their divorce, Bruce had agreed to let Barbara and their 17 year old daughter 

Rachel move into his small Huntington Beach apartment, a situation that worsened when Barbara 

would drink and become verbally abusive.  But Bruce was soon ruled out as a suspect because he 

had been out of town on a business trip.  Investigator’s attention then turned to Rachael and her 

21 year old boyfriend, Ian Allen, who were nowhere to be found after the murder.  Whey they 

finally apprehended and questioned, Ian admitted to killing Barbara and Rachael was also 

accused of the murder,  Both Ian and Rachael were tried separately.  Each was found guilty of 

first degree murder and each was sentenced to 25 years to life. 

 

6/16/09 

“Kidnapped: Shawn Horbeck’s Incredible Story” – On October 6, 2002, eleven year old Shawn 

Hornbeck was kidnapped while riding his bicycle in his home town of Richwoods, Missouri.  

Over the course of the next four and a half years, he was held captive and sexually abused by his 

abductor, Michael Devlin.  Threatened with death and the death of his parents, he took on the life 

Devlin dictated, posing as his son and even making friend with neighbors. Devlin wielded such 

terror that Shawn never revealed his real identity to anyone, despite numerous opportunities to 

ask for help.  Then, in January 2007, Devlin abducted another youth, Ben Ownby.  With the help 

of a witness to that abduction, the FBI was able to trace Devlin’s care and confront him.  When 

they went to Devlin’s apartment, they found both Ben Ownby and Shawn Hornbeck.  At his 

hearing, Devlin pleaded guilty and he was sentenced on multiple counts to 72 life terms and an 

additional 170 years in prison.  Among those interviewed are Shawn Hornbeck; his parents, Pam 

and Craig Akers; FBI agent Lynn Willett; and Dr. Marlene Cloitre, New York University 

psychologist and trauma specialist. 

  

 

 


