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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wausau and 

surrounding communities are Government including national, state and local; Economy 

including costs, jobs and unemployment; Health including safety, insurance coverage and 

sickness. Environment including wildlife and management; Education including opportunities 

and costs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Government: Date Aired: April 3, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:19  Now that spring is here, state officials are urging drivers to stay alert in the inevitable 

construction zones that have started popping up. Work Zone Awareness Week is just getting 

started, and the D-O-T says nine people died last year in traffic crashes within work zones. The 

D-O-T reminds motorists of a new state law banning hand held devices in construction and 

maintenance zones.  

 

Date Aired: April 4, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  State 

officials expect 13-to-18-percent of Wisconsin adults to vote in today's spring general election. 

The only statewide contest has public school superintendent Tony Evers going for his third four 

year term against Lowell Holtz. There are two school referendums in our area one in Mosinee 

and one in Tomahawk. The polls opened at 7 this morning and close at 8 tonight. Voters will 

need a photo ID and can register at the polls. 

 

Date Aired: April 5, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  School 

Superintendent Tony Evers has defeated challenger Lowell Holtz to win a third term as 

Wisconsin's top education official. Evers received about 490-thousand votes yesterday to 211-

thousand for Holtz. 

 

Date Aired: April 13, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 23  

Wisconsin's minimum wage for state government building projects would be eliminated in a bill 

sought by G-O-P lawmakers in both houses. G-O-P Majority Leader Jim Steineke supports it, 

saying it would save money in the state's next road budget. But Democrats and unions have long 

opposed dropping the prevailing wage, saying it could result in shoddy work from lower priced 

contractors. 

 

Date Aired: April 19, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  While in 

Wisconsin yesterday President Trump vows to resolve the trade dispute with Canada which 

leaves many state farmers without buyers for their milk. Trump appeared at Snap On Tools in 

Kenosha to sign an executive order calling for a review of visas for foreign high tech workers, 

while also encouraging federal agencies to do more business with U-S firms.  

 



Date Aired: April 21, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  

Congressman Mark Pocan says his party needs to get back to telling voters how they'd help put 

more money into workers' pockets. The Madison area Democrat says that economic message 

was missing from last year's presidential campaign -- and Pocan says Democrats failed to stress 

what people are talking about at their kitchen tables.  

 

Date Aired: April 25, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length: 19  U.S. Sen. 

Tammy Baldwin said Monday that one of Sonny Perdue's first trips as the new Ag secretary 

should be to Wisconsin. Baldwin says Perdue, who she supported and the Trump administration 

should move quickly to make Canada rescind its policy and immediately help affected 

Wisconsin dairy farmers. 

 

Date Aired: April 26, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  President 

Trump has imposed stiff tariffs of up to 24 percent on lumber brought into the U-S from five 

Canadian companies. The move comes one week after Trump called Canada a disgrace for 

pricing policies that cut off sales of milk by dozens of Wisconsin farmers to dairies that could no 

longer ship the product to Canada. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross calls this a bad week for U-

S/Canada trade relations. Meanwhile state dairy farmers and processors will have relaxed loan 

guarantees from the state, in response to the trade dispute with Canada. 

 

Date Aired: May 3, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  Child work 

permits could become a thing of the past. The state Assembly passed a republican bill that would 

eliminate the requirement to have a work permit for teens over 16 years old with parental 

consent. Some law makers say this could allow employees to take advantage of teens. However, 

Republicans say that's not the case because there will be no changes to how many hours a teen 

can work. 

 

Date Aired: May 5, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The long 

debated plan for charging tolls on Wisconsin Interstate highways could finally become a reality 

as part of the G-O-P's massive tax and highway funding overhaul. Any tolls would need federal 

approval, and the State Assembly's package unveiled Thursday would get the process started 

with lawmakers setting toll locations and amounts later.  

 



Date Aired: May 9, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length: 25  Starting 

May 24th, the newly unemployed will have to use the Internet to apply for their first Wisconsin 

jobless benefits. The state's Workforce Development agency plans to phase out its automated 

phone system for taking initial benefit claims. Officials say about four of every five benefit 

claims are already made online, and a shift to online filing would make the operation more 

efficient. 

 

Date Aired: May 10, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  

Wisconsin's job creation agency could start lending tax dollars to businesses again, after 

lawmakers voted to restore the program in the new state budget. The loan program was cut off 

two years ago amid problems. State audits showed that some loan recipients did not have to 

verify that they used the money to create jobs. Senate finance chair Alberta Darling says the 

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation has improved its checks and balances during the 

past two years.  

 

Date Aired: May 11, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  The state 

Senate has passed a measure that would eliminate requirements that 16 and 17-year-olds obtain 

work permits. Republicans argue the bill would make it easier for children without parents to 

work. Democrats argued that the bill would remove parental protection, and decrease revenues. 

The Assembly passed the bill last week,  it now heads to Governor Walker for his signature. 

 

Date Aired: June 8, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin 

has submitted a request to the Trump administration, asking that it be allowed to drug test people 

who apply for Medicaid. That would make Wisconsin the first state in the nation to do it. If 

permitted, the drug screening would start in 2019. 

 

Date Aired: June 15, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  Local 

representatives on Capitol Hill agree that political rhetoric has been elevated recently. 

Congressman Ron Kind it's incumbent on all officeholders and those running for office to tone it 

down a bit. Rep Sean Duffy echoed the same plea. Five people were shot and wounded at a 

republican baseball practice in Alexandria Virginia Wednesday morning including the suspected 

gunman, who died at a hospital. Rep. Martha McSally says the congressional baseball game will 

take place as scheduled tonight and has called for bipartisan unity. 

 



 

 

 

Economy: Date Aired: April 6, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

Payless is slated to close 400 stores across the country, including its locations in the Wausau 

Center Mall and in Rhinelander. The shoe chain has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. 

Payless was founded in 1956 and has more than 4,400 stores in more than 30 countries. 

 

Date Aired: April 13, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 16  Despite 

rising and record milk production, the numbers of Wisconsin dairy farms keep dropping. The 

state Ag Department says the state has 92-hundred-36 herds, 365 fewer than last year. Clark 

County has the most dairy herds in the state with 850 followed by Marathon County with around 

550.  

 

Date Aired: April 18, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  Teen 

clothing retailer rue21 is closing about one-third of its stores nationwide as it focuses more on its 

online business. The company is shutting nearly 400 stores, including it's Plover location. The 

Wausau store is expected to stay open. 

 

Date Aired: April 24, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  Canada's 

trade dispute with Wisconsin dairy farmers is starting to take a toll. State agriculture officials say 

40 farms are without buyers for their milk, after Grassland Dairy of Greenwood cut them off 

because they could no longer sell the milk to Canadian dairies. Officials from President Trump 

on down have called it a violation of U-S trade deals. The state's been looking for other milk 

plants to help those affected. 

 

Date Aired: April 24, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  

Wisconsin's egg production appears to have stabilized during the past year, indicating that farms 

have recovered from the avian flu of 2015. The state Ag Service says the Badger State made 

almost 143 million eggs in March, showing that Wisconsin recovered well from an avian flu 

virus that hit the state hard.  Recently, a different strain of the bird flu showed up in Tennessee, 

but it had no impact on Wisconsin. 



 

Date Aired: April 28, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  Farm 

groups confirm that all but a few dairy farmers who lost Grassland Dairy as their main milk 

buyer will now have other buyers. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel says at least some farms will 

not get the prices they received from Grassland, but it will be enough to keep them going. 

Mullins Cheese of Knowlton, The Rolling Hills Cooperative, and the Dairy Farmers of America 

and others have stepped in to help. 

 

Date Aired: May 9, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length: 21  Gander 

Mountain says at least six Wisconsin stores will stay open, despite recent reports that all of the 

outdoor chain's 162 locations would close. An initial list shows that the Rothschild store along 

with locations in Eau Claire, Onalaska, Deforest, Franklin, and Kenosha will remain open while 

seven others in the state will shut down.  

 

Date Aired: June 30, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  Gas prices 

normally rise between New Year's Day and the Fourth of July, but the exact opposite is 

happening this year because of an unexpected drop in the price of crude oil. Analyst Patrick 

DeHaan of Gas Buddy Dot Com says it's the first time in the website's 17-year history that July 

4th gas prices will be lower than the start of the year. He says it's the lowest fuel price in 12 

years for an Independence Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health: Date Aired: April 14, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  

Target has recalled the Hatch & Grow Easter eggs and Dino toys as they pose an ingestion 

hazard. Target announced the recall because when placed in water, the eggs can grow up to 

600% its original size. Hatch & Grow toys were sold at Target from Feb. to March. Consumers 

are urged to return the affected toys to Target for a full refund.  

  

Date Aired: April 20, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  

Wisconsin Emergency Management will conduct two statewide tornado drills today. Simulated 

warnings will sound the sirens at 1:45 P-M and 6:45 P-M. Wisconsin normally averages 23 

tornadoes each year. There were 16 twisters last year. Wausau had a confirmed tornado just last 

week. 

 

Date Aired: May 3, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  The 

Portage County Sheriff’s Department is asking for any information regarding the whereabouts of 

a man, who they say is wanted for multiple child sexual assault charges. 41 year-old Jeremiah 

Button is described as a white male, 5’ 11”, 175 pounds, blonde hair with blue eyes. If you have 

any information related to Jeremiah Button, you are asked to contact the Portage County 

Sheriff’s Office. 

 

Date Aired: May 4, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  The Oneida 

County Health Department is asking parents to keep their children up to date on immunizations, 

and know the symptoms of whooping cough. The department identified four confirmed cases of 

whooping cough at Three Lakes Elementary School. The department is working closely with a 

number of agencies to prevent the illness from spreading. 

 

Date Aired: May 5, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  All five 

Wisconsin House Republicans vote yes as the proposed replacement to the Affordable Care Act 

passed by just four votes. All three state Democrats voted no, as the G-O-P bill passed Thursday 

afternoon with 20 Republicans in opposition. The G-O-P okayed it without an analysis from the 

Congressional Budget Office, so they don't know all the fiscal implications. It now goes to the 

Senate. 

 

 



Date Aired: May 8, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  April traffic 

deaths in Wisconsin are the same as one year ago. The state D-O-T says 41 people were killed in 

crashes around the state last month -- same as the previous April.  Authorities are reminding 

people to buckle up, Officials say almost half the motorists killed last year were not wearing seat 

belts. 

 

Date Aired: May 17, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :29  At least 

one person died and 25 others were hurt when a tornado ripped through a mobile home park 

between Chetek and Cameron at 5:35 yesterday afternoon. Wisconsin Emergency Management 

says 40 mobile homes were destroyed. The National Weather Service reported three other 

tornadoes at 6:15 near Weyerhaeuser and at seven p-m near Ladysmith and Conrath in Rusk 

County. State officials say seven homes were destroyed by one of the twisters.  

 

Date Aired: May 17, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  A three-

year-old boy has died in a farming accident in Clark County. Sheriff's officials say the toddler 

was run over by a skid steer loader operated by his five-year-old brother at a farm near Loyal on 

Monday. Investigators say the boys and their mother were picking rocks in a field when the 

three-year-old was accidentally run over.  

 

Date Aired: May 19, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  New 

imaging technology for passengers flying out of Central Wisconsin Airport was unveiled 

Thursday. The new body scanner is designed to screen passengers for both metallic and non-

metallic items without physical contact from agents. The TSA says it will reduce pat downs, and 

make travel easier. The new unit is one of more than 800 imaging units used in 258 airports 

throughout the United States. 

 

Date Aired: May 23, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  Wisconsin 

is getting three million federal dollars to help treat teens and young adults with issues involving 

mental health, and drug and alcohol abuse. State Health Services Secretary Linda Seemeyer says 

the grant will help Wisconsin in its fight against heroin, methamphetamine and prescription drug 

abuse. 

 

Date Aired: June 14, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  An 

emergency declaration was issued around noon yesterday in Stevens Point. Mayor Mike Wiza 



reassured people that all drinking water is safe. He said the city buses will be free of charge until 

power is restored.  

 

Date Aired: June 20, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  There's an 

increasing number of cars and motorcycles colliding with deer. The Wisconsin State Patrol says 

the summer months mean more people are traveling and are more likely to get into a crash. 

Wood County Sheriff's Office said one person died another was seriously hurt after the 

motorcycle they were riding struck a deer in the Town of Saratoga Saturday night on State 

Highway 73.  

 

Date Aired: June 26, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  Senator 

Ron Johnson says there's no way his colleagues should vote this week on the G-O-P's version of 

the Obamacare replacement package. The Wisconsin Republican says some parts of the package 

would improve the nation's health care system -- but it won't accomplish lowering health costs. 

Johnson agreed with some Republicans who say people with preexisting health conditions should 

pay more for their insurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment: Date Aired: April 10, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment 

Length :17  Firefighters from the Mosinee Fire District are warning residents to burn with 

caution after a vehicle traveling north on Highway 51 started a small grass fire. Officials say the 

fire in the Town of Knowlton was reported just after 5:00 p.m. Sunday night and was put out 

quickly. The DNR is listing fire dangers in Marathon County as very high. 

 



Date Aired: April 10, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  Law 

enforcement agencies, forest rangers and others are making an effort to stop people from 

chopping down more white birch trees. The DNR held a meeting last week where officers and 

agents were told about people who are cutting down thousands of the trees, which are then sold 

to be used to decorate homes, businesses and even weddings.  

 

Date Aired: April 11, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  The 

National Weather Service confirms a tornado touched down near Wausau yesterday. An "E-F" 

One twister with winds of 105 miles per hour landed in the town of Stettin about 12:55 Monday 

morning, damaging several homes and snapping mature pine trees as it stayed on the ground for 

one half mile. 

 

Date Aired: April 25, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length:20  The DNR 

is putting a number of counties in our area under a very high fire danger. Marathon, Wood, 

Portage, Clark, Taylor, Adams, and Juneau Counties are under this warning. That means you 

cannot burn in barrels, debris piles, and grass or wooded areas. Campfires are permitted, but only 

if you are using it for cooking or warming purposes. 

 

Date Aired: May 2, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  Wisconsin 

corn planting is off to its slowest start since 2014 due to cold and wet weather. The state Ag 

Statistics Service says five-percent of this year's crop was in the ground as of Sunday, ten days 

behind last year and six days behind the average for the past five years.  

 

Date Aired: May 3, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  Governor 

Walker says he'll sign the bill that relaxes rules on high capacity water wells. The lower House 

voted 64-35 in favor of what the Republican Walker calls a necessary step to help agriculture. 

Joel Kitchens of Sturgeon Bay cast the only Republican no vote, joining Democrats who say the 

bill weakens oversight of public waters. 

 

Date Aired: May 18, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  Thousands 

are without power this morning after severe storms rolled through North central Wisconsin 

yesterday. Wisconsin Public Service crews have restored power to more than 26,000 customers 

since 2:00 Wednesday. Around 8,000 customers are still in the dark. The hardest hit areas 



include Eagle River, Tomahawk, Rhinelander, Hazelhurst and Minocqua. 

 

Date Aired: May 18, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :32  The 

National Weather Service says a single tornado may have gone for more than 60 miles Tuesday. 

Baron County officials say 46 year-old Eric Gavin was killed at the Prairie Lake Estates mobile 

home park near Chetek. Officials say 27 people suffered injuries from the storms, 38 mobile 

homes at the park were destroyed, eight others had major damage.  After a tour yesterday, 

Governor Walker declared a state of emergency for Barron, Rusk, and Jackson counties. 

 

Date Aired: May 19, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  Several 

parks throughout central Wisconsin are under water Oak and Fern Island parks in Wausau are 

closed due to the significant flooding. A pedestrian bridge above the Wisconsin River was 

inaccessible due to high water at its entry point. A walking trail from Oak Island heading north to 

the whitewater park was also closed due to flooding. 

 

Date Aired: May 22, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin 

DNR wants to again reduce the number of counties where hunters can shoot only bucks this fall. 

The board is set to designate Ashland, Iron and Vilas counties and the eastern half of Eau Claire 

County buck-only. The board designated 19 counties as buck-only in 2014, 12 counties in 2015 

and 10 counties last year. 

 

Date Aired: May 25, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 27  Recent 

rains have closed parks on the Mississippi River, just as Memorial Day weekend visitors are 

about to arrive. The state D-N-R says some of its parks and trails were shut down this week due 

to high water. The Wisconsin River at Portage and the Trempealeau River at Dodge are also 

above their flood stages. Meanwhile the rains and soggy fields have brought field work to a halt. 

Parts of our area have seen at least 4 to 6 inches of rain within the last month. 

 

Date Aired: May 25, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 15  Hunters 

in northern Wisconsin can shoot more antlerless deer this fall. The DNR Board voted 

unanimously Wednesday to reduce the numbers of northern counties where hunters can take only 

bucks. Does will still be off limits in Vilas, Iron and Ashland counties also the eastern half of 

Eau Claire County. 



 

Date Aired: June 13, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :28  Strong 

storms rolled through Central Wisconsin early last night causing significant damage throughout 

Portage county and the surrounding areas. Authorities reported downed power lines and trees 

over roads along with flooding and power outages.  More than 12,000 people are still without 

power this morning in the Stevens Point area. Officials are asking the public to avoid damaged 

areas and to stay away from all downed power lines and trees and do not drive through flooded 

roads. 

 

Date Aired: June 14, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :31  Wisconsin 

Public Service crews continue making progress restoring power following multiple rounds of 

severe storms the past two days. As of 5 this morning about 10,000 customers are without 

electricity. The largest number of outages are in the Stevens Point area with about 7,000 

customers still in the dark.  Crews have restored power to about 115,000 customers since noon 

Sunday. With the sheer number of storms that have rolled through north central Wisconsin in 

less than a week, WPS has called in reinforcements from around the state. 

 

Date Aired: June 15, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :29  The 

National Weather Service says at least three tornadoes including one in Shawano county  

touched down yesterday as winds of 50 to 70 miles per hour blasted through the central part of 

the state, causing widespread damage. The Waushara County sheriff says it appears his entire 

county was affected, with trees down and some structures damaged, but no reports of serious 

injuries. WPS reports about 2800 customers are without power in Waupaca this morning, 

meanwhile some 800 customers are still powerless in Stevens Point after storms on Monday.  

 

Date Aired: June 20, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  A flood 

warning continue today on the Black River in west central Wisconsin. Also, flood advisories are 

out for the Wisconsin River near Wausau. The National Weather Service says minor flooding 

expected at Black River Falls. The DOT has closed highway 153, east of Bevent because of 

water over the roadway. That portion of the highway was also closed in May due to flooding. 

 

Date Aired: June 23, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  Central 

Wisconsin was soaked with heavy rains yesterday. The National Weather Service says two 

inches of rain fell near Two Rivers in Manitowoc County. Appleton had one point six inches. 



Right now, there's still high water in some parts of Marshfield. Heavy rain caused flooding on 

roads all across the city. Flood advisories remain in effect on the Wisconsin River in the Wausau 

area, the Wolf River near Shiocton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education: Date Aired: April 21, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:25  Governor Walker says he is against cutting state school aid to districts where voters agree to 

raise their local taxes to keep programs running. It's part of a package from Senate Republican 

Duey Strobel of Saukville to limit school building and operating referendums. Walker says he 

opposes penalizing schools for having such votes, but he does support a bill to limit school 

referendums to general election days each spring and fall. 

 

Date Aired: April 28, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  

Construction on Thomas Street in Wausau will begin in May. A meeting was held last night to 

discuss the plan with the public. The city said the road will be shut down from 3rd Avenue to 

17th Avenue. Construction is expected to last from Memorial Day until mid-October.  Project 

leaders want to minimize the number of closed off roads so residents have better access to their 

homes. 

 



Date Aired: May 4, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  A former 

Antigo School District superintendent is charged with sexually assaulting a child in Marathon 

County. 59 year-old Steven Smolek was charged in early April with child enticement, two counts 

of exposure and sex with a minor. The incident happened in January 2015 at his Mosinee home 

involving a teenage boy, according to online court records. Smolek resigned as Antigo's 

superintendent in June 2013 after spending almost a year on the job. 

 

Date Aired: May 4, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  A 13-year-

old suffered minor injuries after being struck by a car near John Muir Middle school in Wausau 

yesterday afternoon. Wausau Police say the incident was reported around 3:00 and involved a car 

driven by an 80 year-old man. Police believes the incident may have been caused by students not 

crossing the street properly. No charges are expected against the driver. 

 

Date Aired: June 6, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  New teen 

drivers are three times as likely to be involved in a deadly car crash, according to the DOT.  

Distraction plays a role in nearly six out of 10 teen crashes, according to AAA.  The top 

distractions for teens include talking to other passengers in the vehicle and interacting with a 

smart phone. 

 

Date Aired: June 19, 2017 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  U-W 

Madison is ranked the 32nd most prestigious university in the world. More than one-thousand 

academic experts from 137 countries were asked to rank schools for research and teachings in 

their respective fields. 

 


