
QUARTERLY ISSUES – APRIL to JUNE 2020 

 

KAPA Hawaiian FM (KAPA-FM / KAGB-FM) 

• One-minute to two-minute newscasts, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories air at 

6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:20 a.m., 10:50 a.m., 11:50 a.m., 3:50 p.m., and 4:50 

p.m. 

• Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency covering local 

weather hazards, including high wind warnings, flash flood watches, road closures, and high 

surf. 

• Since May, the station has run a coronavirus update from CIVIL Defense daily, which plays 

multiple times per day. 

 

The BEAT (KPVS-FM / KLUA-FM) 

• A one-minute to two-minute newscast featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, airs 

weekdays at 8:40 a.m.  

• Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency covering local 

weather hazards, including high wind warnings, flash flood watches, road closures, and high 

surf. 

• Since May, the station has run a coronavirus update from CIVIL Defense daily, which plays 

multiple times per day. 

 

KBIG FM (KKBG-FM / KLEO-FM)  

• One-minute to two-minute newscasts featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, airing 

every weekday at 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m., and 5:50 p.m.  

• One-minute to two-minute newscasts also air on Saturdays at 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., and 8:50 

a.m.  

• Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency covering local 

weather hazards, including high wind warnings, flash flood watches, road closures, and high 

surf. 

• Since May, the station has run a coronavirus update from CIVIL Defense daily, which plays 

multiple times per day. 

 

Civil Defense Messages 

Pacific Media Group’s stations aired messages from Hawaii County Civil Defense on the following: 

• April 30 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a wind advisory. 

• May 5 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a lane closure update. 



• June 13 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a road closure.  

• June 13 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a distant earthquake with no tsunami threat. 

• June 20 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a local earthquake with no tsunami threat.  

• June 27 – Aired a Civil Defense message on a high surf advisory. 

 

COVID-19 

Pacific Media Group’s stations aired daily COVID-19 messages from Hawaii County Civil Defense 

beginning May 1 through the end of the quarter. The announcements, presented by either Mayor Harry 

Kim or members of the Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency, mentions the number of confirmed cases in 

the county, the number of active cases, information on testing sites, and locations of food drops across 

the island.  

In some instances, based on developments, multiple messages may be produced for broadcast.  

Additionally, News Director Max Dible provided local breaking news updates when applicable 

throughout the day.  

Also, talent used on-air time to share daily updates affecting local and state living. 

 

Sampling of News Stories Aired of Local Interest 

The following stories of local interest were used during newscasts: 

April 1 – June 30 

• On April 7, the Hawaii Fire Department rescued two children trapped in the Wailuku River using 

a helicopter to airlift them to safety.  

• A Big Island inmate, who was released as part of a plan to reduce prison populations in Hawaii 

jails and stem the spread of COVID-19, reoffended just days after his release.  

• A stay-at-home order was issued statewide. On April 9, the Hawaii Police Department listed the 

names of 50 people who were cited for violating the order. The story included activities people 

should avoid so as to keep their names of the next list of citations.  

• Big Island Mayor Harry Kim ordered vacation rentals and other types of lodging to cease 

operations, declaring them non-essential businesses, which impacted tourism and the local 

economy to a significant degree in the name of public health.  

• An early cluster of coronavirus appeared at a McDonald’s location in Kona. Updates were also 

provided as it continued to swell into the double-digits.  

• Gov. David Ige proposed a budget plan to several unions that would cut the salaries of nurses, 

first responders, and educators by up to 20% in an effort to make up the budget shortfall caused 

by COVID-19.  

• On April 17, Gov. Ige closed state beaches across all islands to help enforce social distancing, as 

scores of people continued to violate quarantine and stay-at-home orders. 

• The state announced an eviction moratorium as part of the governor’s 5th emergency 

proclamation.  



• Also on April 17, Mayor Harry Kim zigged when the state and other counties were zagging, 

opening Hawaii County beaches for ocean access and other essential functions. He also 

announced that cloth masks were required when entering any essential business that remained 

open. 

• The Big Island constructed 32 emergency homeless shelters in Hilo to house and protect people 

living on the street during the pandemic.  

• Unemployment funds began to dwindle in late April, and the state began discussing a soft 

reopening of the economy as reported cases of COVID-19 remained low.  

• FEMA awarded Hawaii County more than $60 million to repair roads damaged during the 2018 

eruption of Kilauea Volcano.  

• On April 21, Hawaii County announced drive through testing in North Hawaii for the first time, 

along with locations and availability.  

• The FBI warned the public about extortion scams, including scammers impersonating sheriffs.  

• On April 23, Kona Community Hospital admitted its first coronavirus patient of the pandemic.  

• Also on April 23, a brushfire torched more than 200 acres in North Kohala, spreading to more 

than 400 acres by the following day.  

• Young Brothers, the primary interisland shipper in the state, asked the Public Utilities 

Commission if it roll back routes to the Big Island and Maui, citing a lack of cargo and financial 

concerns.  

• April 25, Gov. David Ige extends the lockdown and quarantine orders through May 31.  

• The Department of Hawaiian Homelands announced emergency rental assistance for native 

Hawaiians.  

• On April 27, a Pahoa man was charged with robbing a grocery store, threatening employees with 

coronavirus in the process.  

• Mayor Harry Kim, after a long period of silence, announced he would run for a fourth term as 

mayor.  

• Hunters found significantly decomposed human remains hanging from a tree in the woods near 

Honokaa.  

• Tyson foods predicted a nationwide meat shortage on April 28.  

• FEMA allocated $30 million in disaster relief to Hawaii County to repair water delivery systems 

damaged by the 2018 volcanic eruption.  

• On May 1, a man charged with second degree murder in the killing of his son was granted 

supervised release just days after his arrest as part of the COVID-19 prison reduction program.  

• May 2, rapid test instruments were supplied to all counties in Hawaii.  

• The Department of Transportation provided 90-day extensions for people who needed to 

update identification, registration, and safety checks.  

• The Hawaii Department of Public Safety and the Judiciary released numbers showing that 37% 

of the state’s population had been released in two months time due to the prison population 

reduction program.  

• Kona Community Hospital resumed elective procedures on May 3.  

• The University of Hawaii announced on May 4 that it would resume on-campus education in the 

fall to some degree at all 10 campuses statewide.  



• On May 5, the first businesses in the state were allowed to reopen with several new restrictions 

and guidelines for both businesses and patrons.  

• Hawaii reopened some state parks for limited use on May 6, outlining acceptable activities and 

guidelines for park goers.  

• With beaches opening, environmental groups requested people stay out of Kahaluu Bay in West 

Hawaii to keep stressors down and allow for coral spawning to take place uninterrupted.  

• A new food program was announced on May 7 for rural children in the South Kona District.  

• Police asked for public help to identify and locate a man charged with terroristic threatening 

after he tried to attack a woman running on a nature trail in Honokaa.  

• A new federal rental assistance bill was introduced to help people struggling to pay their bills.  

• Big Island reuse and HI-5 certified redemption centers reopened on May 12.  

• On May 14, IRONMAN postponed its annual World Championship Event until 2021.  

• Governor David Ige extended the state’s interisland travel quarantine on May 18.  

• Hawaii announced medium risk business, such as indoor dining options, hair salons and gyms 

would begin to reopen in June.  

• Hawaii County announced on May 18 it would reopen all beaches. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration released its hurricane predictions for the 

upcoming season, projecting between 2 and 6 tropical cyclones for Hawaii during hurricane 

season 2020.  

• Local restaurant Bongo Ben’s announced it would shut its doors for good due to strains caused 

by the economic closures across the state.  

• Police sought help on May 22 seeking for fugitive Jake Branch, who was arrested after a spree of 

burglaries, released by the state under its prison reduction program, and immediately began 

offending in the same areas of West Hawaii.  

• The Hawaii Department of Education announced it would add Kealakehe High School to its list of 

island locations offering grab-and-go meals throughout the summer, as food insecurity was 

already an issue in the county and was exacerbated by the pandemic.  

• Transfer stations announced several suspended and limited waste and disposal services 

islandwide at the end of May, along with alternative options for those in impacted areas.  

• West Hawaii’s first Black Lives Matter protest drew hundreds of participants on the final day of 

May, the first time Big Islanders gathered to take part in the national movement.  

• Gov. David Ige announced on June 1 that he would lift the interisland travel quarantine by Mid-

June.  

• A ball python was found in an area on Oahu, which is statewide news because snakes are not 

indigenous to the islands, are illegal here, and pose a serious risk to environmental balance in 

Hawaii.  

• The Minnesota Attorney General charged George Floyd’s killer with murder, which was relevant 

to every community in the country.  

• Planet Fitness announced on June 3 plans to reopen the following week.  

• The Hawaii County Council announced new funding for food distribution efforts islandwide, as 

well as how the community could access it.  

• The Council also passed a tax hike on luxury homes, increasing island dependence on property 

tax revenues as COVID-19 continued to hit state and county coffers. 



• The Big Island on June 10 announced it would cancel all public 4th of July celebrations.  

• Also on June 10, Gov. David Ige extended the out-of-state travel quarantine. 

• Hawaii announced it would implement facial recognition software at airports, saying they would 

only be used to track travelers potentially sick with COVID-19. The issue raised questions about 

privacy laws.  

• The state announced June 12 that it was expecting a COVID-19 surge in cases with interisland 

travel and the economy reopening. Those predictions would be realized in the coming weeks, 

accompanied by nervousness within the community. 

• On June 13, it was announced short-term vacation rentals could resume operations the 

following week without fear of legal action.  

• Volunteers contructed 19 emergency homeless units in one day at Old Kona Airport Park as part 

of the COVID-19 homelessness initiative.  

• The US Supreme Court ruled on June 15 that the Civil Rights Act protects LGBTQ workplace 

rights.  

• The leader of Carbon Nation, a purported cult, and the rest of his followers were sent back to 

the mainland after being arrested on the Big Island for violating quarantine orders.  

• The Waimea Community Association announced several candidate forums to be held online to 

help people get to know the candidates despite social restrictions due to COVID-19 that stopped 

in-person forums across the island.  

• On June 17, the County Council approved a 5-year contract for the Hawaii Police Department’s 

Body Camera Program.  

• On June 18, the Department of Transportation announced two new emergency vessels for the 

Big Island in preparation for hurricane season.  

• Police called off their search for missing diver Clare Maney, well known in the West Hawaii 

community, who had been missing for four days. She was one of four divers/fishermen who 

were lost at sea within a period of one week.  

• Puu Honua O Honaunau, a national park on the Big Island, announced the cancelation of the 

Hawaiian Cultural Festival. 

• On June 22, a total of 21 containers slipped off of a Young Brothers cargo barge and into Hilo 

Bay, causing a potential hazard for mariners in the area.  

• The state announced it would allow out-of-state travelers to return to Hawaii and earn an 

exemption from the mandatory quarantine if they produce a verified negative COVID-19 test 

within 72 hours of boarding their plane.  

• Big Island bars and public pools were given the nod to reopen for business, with certain 

restrictions, on June 25.  

• Concerns over missing children prompted a community meeting in West Hawaii where 

information was shared about sex trafficking, how it happens, and how to prevent it.  

• The Department of Education agreed with the Hawaii State Teachers Association on a set of 

guidelines to reopen public schools in the fall.  

• Several stories were broadcast throughout the quarter involving missing persons, specifically 

missing juveniles.  

• Big Island DUI arrests were also periodically reported (multiple times per month).  

• Relevant road closures were also frequently announced throughout the quarter.  



 

 


