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                                                                           Section 1: Issues 

 

A. Transportation: Various issues related to local roads and travel. 

 

B. Economy: Discussing economic issues.  

 

C. Health: Issues dealing with health concerns. 

 

D. Education: Local issues related to students and affecting education.  

 

E. Military: Issues that concern our veterans and troops. 

 

F. Weather: Alert of weather coming into local areas or damage caused by inclement 

weather. 

 

G. Safety: Discussing local safety issues and problem prevention. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            Section II: Responsive Programs 

 

 

A. WGSN News: “Access to Popular Park Destination to be Restricted.” WBIR-TV News is reporting 

that the Great Smoky Mountains National Park is just days away from shutting down the only road 

to drive to Cades Cove for two months. The park will close the gate on Laurel Creek Road just 

beyond the turn to Tremont starting Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020, to allow crews to begin repairs on the 

Bote Mountain tunnel. Broadcast: 1/3/20   Code: 9352   Duration: 0:49   Airing: 17;01 and 7:04 

1/4/20. 
 

WGSN News: “Work on I-40 in N.C. To Impact Traffic @ State Line.” According to the Knoxville 

News-Sentinel, as of Sunday, construction of a new Interstate 40 median wall just across the 

Tennessee state line will limit traffic to one lane in each direction for months. The work is part of 

a two-year North Carolina Department of Transportation project and continue through spring.  
Broadcast: 1/7/20   Code: 9322   Duration: 0:49   Airing: 17:05 and 7:05 1/8/20. 
 

 

B. WGSN News: “Morristown Sixth-Best Nationwide for Manufacturing.” The Citizen-Tribune 

recently reported that the city of Morristown has been recognized as a growing factor in the 

manufacturing world. SmartAsset, a personal finance technology company headquartered in New 

York, announced that the city is the sixth-best place to work in manufacturing in the nation. 

Broadcast: 1/1/20   Code: 9331   Duration: 1:06   Airing: 17:03 and 7:04 1/2/20. 

WGSN News: “Former East Towne Mall to Close.” With the start of the new year, the clock has 

begun ticking for tenants at what was known as East Towne Mall in Knoxville. According to 

WBIR-TV News, for nearly 35 years, the mall has been a fixture of Northeast Knoxville. …The 

latest release from the management announced that Knoxville Center Mall will be closing on 

Jan. 31, 2020 Broadcast: 1/1/20   Code: 9332   Duration: 1:15   Airing: 17:04 and 7:05 1/2/20.   

             WGSN News: “Tornado Damage in the State” On Monday United States Senator Lamar 

Alexander said Tennesseans continue to show the “Volunteer spirit,” by helping each other after 

the catastrophic storms on March 3. The Senator joined President Donald Trump, Governor Bill 

Lee, Senator Marsha Blackburn and Congressman John Rose on Friday to visit with Tennesseans 

who were impacted by the tornadoes. Discussing that visit on the Senate floor he said, 

“Cookeville is obviously a very close knit community. …They are what I would call ‘salt of the 
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earth people,’ really good people – a very close knit community whose first reaction and whose 

reaction the day we were there, three days later, was how can we help each other. The next 

heroes were the first responders -- we met with many of them in Cookeville. The next were the 

volunteers – they turned out by the hundreds. These Tennesseans were very grateful for the 

visit by President Trump. It was more than the fact that this was the first time any president of 

the United States had visited Cookeville, Tennessee. …The president stayed there for a long 

time, and he listened, and they [Tennesseans] appreciated it very much. …He and the other 

federal officials announced a [disaster] declaration in, what seemed to me, to be record time, 

so, by the time we were there on Friday, there already were federal emergency management 

personnel on the ground in Tennessee, and there were multiple shelters already open. We know 

we can't resolve this; we can't make things like they used to be. We know we can't give 

Tennesseans all the help that they need, but we're here. And I think that's really all they 

[Tennesseans] expected or wanted. …I thank the president, other federal officials and all the 

volunteers who want to help, we greatly appreciate what they’ve done. Broadcast: 3/10/20   

Code: 9322   Duration: 1:39   Airing: 17:06 & 7:06 3/11/20.   

  

C. WGSN News: “Flu Patients Urged to Visit Physician, Not the ER.” According to WBIR-TV News, 

the East Tennessee Children's Hospital had 155 flu cases last week, with 614 positive cases for 

the season. However, in most cases, hospital officials said that children should see their regular 

doctor instead of going to the hospital. Broadcast: 1/6/20   Code: 9310   Duration: 0:51   Airing: 

17:03 and 7:03 1/7/20. 

        WGSN News: “Red Cross Urges Post-Holiday Blood Donations.” The American Red    

Crosscurrently has a critical need for blood donors of all blood types – especially type O – and 

platelet donors to make an appointment now to give and help replenish the blood supply after 

the holiday weeks. Right now, the Red Cross has less than a three-day supply of type O blood. 

Broadcast: 1/7/20   Code: 9321   Duration: 0:57   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 1/8/20. 

WGSN News: “Another Health-Related Suit Against TVA.” As reported by the Knoxville News-

Sentinel, An Anderson County couple is claiming the Tennessee Valley Authority’s pollution 

poisoned their young children. In a lawsuit filed last week in Anderson County Circuit Court, 

Cruze and Amber Tucker allege that exposure to pollution — including radioactive material — 

generated at TVA’s Bull Run coal-fired plant poisoned their son and daughter. Broadcast: 

2/13/20   Code: 9340   Duration: 1:30   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 2/14/20. 

WGSN NEWS: “Red Cross in Dire Need of Donations” The Tennessee Valley Red Cross strongly 

urges healthy, eligible individuals who are feeling well to give blood or platelets to help maintain 

a sufficient blood supply and prevent shortages as concerns about the outbreak of coronavirus 

disease 2019, or COVID-19, rise in the U.S. Cold and flu season has already impacted the nation’s 

ability to maintain its blood supply. As the number of coronavirus cases grows in the U.S., the 

number of people eligible to give blood for patients in need could decrease further. Chris 

Hrouda, president, Red Cross Blood Services, said, “We’re asking the American people to help 

keep the blood supply stable during this challenging time. As communities across the country 

prepare for this public health emergency, it’s critical that plans include a readily available blood 

supply for hospital patients. As fears of coronavirus rise, low donor participation could harm 



blood availability at hospitals, and the last thing a patient should worry about is whether 

lifesaving blood will be on the shelf when they need it most.” Please make an appointment to 

donate blood now by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, calling 

1-800-RED CROSS or enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. Blood donors with 

type O blood and platelet donors are especially needed right now. Donating blood is a safe 

process and people should not hesitate to give or receive blood. There are no data or evidence 

that this coronavirus can be transmissible by blood transfusion, and there have been no 

reported cases worldwide of transmissions for any respiratory virus, including this coronavirus, 

from a transfusion. Broadcast: 3/10/20   Code: 9320   Duration: 1:30   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 

3/11/20. 

 

D. WGSN News: “New Safety Measures @ Loudon County Schools.” The New Year means new 

changes at Loudon County Schools. The News-Herald reported that administrative offices will be 

able to ensure visitors do not pose a potential threat to students through Raptor… a visitor 

management system that they just add in the front office for an extra layer of security. 

Broadcast: 1/2/20   Code: 9341   Duration: 0:56   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 1/3/20. 

   WGSN News: “Knox Co. Students Learn Vaping Prevention @ Summit.” According to WVLT-TV 

News, a group of East Tennessee students are taking part in an effort to put the brakes on 

vaping. On Thursday nearly 300 Knox County middle school students learned how to prevent it 

in their schools. Broadcast: 1/10/20   Code: 9352   Duration: 0:57   Airing: 17:05 and 7:01 

1/11/20. 

   WGSN News: “E TN Child Wins TN Stars 529 Contest.” On Wednesday, State Treasurer David H. 

Lillard, Jr., along with Senator Jon Lundberg and Representative Bud Hulsey, recognized 10-year-

old Abigail Berry, of Kingsport, as the winner of TN Stars’ $5,000 Holiday Scholarship Giveaway. 

Broadcast: 2/13/20   Code: 9342   Duration: 0:53   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 2/14/20. 

 WGSN NEWS: “Governor Lee Calling for School Closings" Gov. Bill Lee is urging schools to close 

as soon as possible with all schools expected to close by Friday, March 20. Schools should 

remain closed through March 31, according a press release. “As the response to COVID-19 

evolves, I urge every school district in Tennessee to close as soon as practically possible, with all 

schools expected to close by Friday, March 20, 2020 at the latest. Schools should remain closed 

through March 31, 2020 to further mitigate the spread of this infectious disease and we will 

issue further guidance prior to March 31. Superintendents and local leadership have the full 

support of my administration to determine effective dates for closure this week as they evaluate 

what is best for families within their respective districts. We understand the tremendous burden 

school closure places on families and we will continue to work with both the federal 

government and school districts to ensure we continue essential supports like meals for 

students in need. Every Tennessean has a role to play in preventing the spread of COVID-19 and 

I urge Tennesseans to be quick to help neighbors as new needs surface with the closure of 

schools.” Broadcast: 3/16/20   Code: 9310   Duration: 0:57   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 3/17/20. 

 



 

E. WGSN News: “Sinese Foundation Building Home for Vet in E TN.” Army Veteran and Purple Heart 

recipient, Staff Sergeant Casey Jones' sacrifice for others, resulted in a loss of his own. Jones was 

deployed in 2012, and unfortunately was injured in May of 2013. He told WVLT-TV News, "At first 

it's really difficult. I lost both of my legs and you're in the hospital and you have to heal your 

wounds. We decided we wanted to heal in our own way, and that's why we chose Tennessee." 

WVLT reported that the The Gary Sinise [Sin-eese] foundation rise program wanted to make that 

healing easier. The foundation helps injured heroes by building customized homes catered to their 

exact needs. The foundation helps injured heroes by building customized homes catered to their 

exact needs.  Broadcast: 1/8/20   Code: 9332   Duration: 1:17   Airing: 17:05 and 7:16 1/9/20. 

 

 WGSN News: “Gov. Lee Visits Kosovo-Bound E TN Soldiers.” On Friday Tennessee Governor Bill 

Lee and Tennessee’s Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Jeff Holmes, visited with more than 20 

Tennessee Army National Guard Soldiers at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base in Alcoa, as 

the Soldiers prepare for an upcoming overseas deployment. Broadcast: 1/6/20   Code: 9312   

Duration: 0:54   Airing: 17:05 and 7:05 1/7/20.  

F. WGSN News: “Strong to Severe Storms to Impact E TN Region.” A special weather statement 

from the National Weather Service office in Morristown a High Wind Watch for Mountains and 

Foothills Late this Evening will be in effect through Saturday Morning. Additionally, a strong 

storm system will impact the Tennessee Valley region Saturday and Saturday night, bringing a 

potential for several weather hazards. Broadcast: 1/10/20   Code: 9350   Duration: 1:17   Airing: 

17:03. 

WGSN News: “Small Tornado Confirmed Near Tazewell.” WBIR –TV News reported that The 

National Weather Service has confirmed that a tornado occurred near Tazewell on Saturday 

evening. After a preliminary survey of the storm's damage on Sunday, officials announced the 

storm near Tazewell was an intermittent EF-0 tornado. The agency said the tornado's winds 

reached a maximum of 65 miles per hour, and its width was about 30 yards. Broadcast: 1/13/20   

Code: 9311   Duration: 0:41   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 1/14/20.  

WGSN News: “Flooding Expected Due to Heavy Rains Across the Region.” The National Weather 

Service office in Morristown has issued a Flood Watch for parts of Middle Tennessee from this 

evening through late Thursday evening. Expect heavy rainfall with potential for flooding tonight 

through Thursday evening. A slow-moving frontal system will bring periods of heavy rain starting 

today and continuing through Thursday. Broadcast: 2/5/20   Code: 9332   Duration: 1:33   Airing: 

17:04 and 7:04 2/6/20.  

 

G. WGSN News: “Focus on the Family Warns of “Outlet Challenge”. According to a news release 

from Focus on the Family, heard weekdays on NewLife 90.7, If you have kids between the ages 

of 13 and 18, you have probably heard about TikTok. . . the biggest danger that has been 

associated with this app lately is what is being called the “outlet challenge.” The release stated 

the viral challenge consists of people touching a penny to exposed prongs partially plugged into 



electrical outlets. This has caused many fires across the nation, particularly in schools. Broadcast: 

2/4/20   Code: 9322   Duration: 1:00   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 2/5/20.  

WGSN News: “Scott Co. Sheriff’s Dept. Warns of Online Predators.” Crossville News-First is 

reporting that The Scott County Sheriff’s Office is using social media to ask parents if they really 

know what their child is doing? In the Sheriff’s post the department said over the past several 

months local law enforcement has been busy with social media issues that involve minors. The 

Facebook post warns parents of human traffickers, stating that they monitor these apps to prey 

on our youth and telling parents to not let their child fall victim to these scams. Broadcast: 2/3/20   

Code: 9312   Duration: 0:39   Airing: 17:04 and 7:04 2/4/20.  

 

 


