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NEWS/WEATHER/TRAFFIC 
 
WRSA-FM provides News and Weather reports every half hour from 6am until 8am; Traffic updates run every 15 
minutes from 5:45am until 8:30am, during morning drive time, then every 15 minutes beginning at 3:45pm until 6pm 
during afternoon drive. 
 
Weather updates are provided at the top of the hour from 9am through the first morning report the following day. 
News updates are also provided at the top of the hours of 4, 5 and 6pm for afternoon drive. 
 
EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM 
 
WRSA-FM is a participating station in the Alabama Emergency Alert System. Weekly tests are performed as required. 

 
TOURS 
 
WRSA-FM Mix 96.9 conducts tours of our station for anyone desiring to know more about radio and our operations. 
Tours are limited to children over age 5, with adult supervision through adults and include information about the 
stations origin, how traffic and commercials work, discussion about broadcast equipment, and viewing the tower. They 
may also watch on-air personalities in action and potentially be allowed to say something live. Tours are scheduled in 
the afternoon or on school holiday. 

 
 
Station Tour Date Business/School Contact # of Participants/Age  

8 June 2023 Homeschool Hayley 15 students/6 adults 
K-7th Grades 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUNICIPAL (CITY/COUNTY/STATE; POLITICAL; ROADS; CRIME; TRAVEL/SAFETY; EDUCATION) 
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Many people are saying their final goodbyes to fallen Huntsville Police officer Garrett Crumby. His funeral is 
today. If you'd like to pay your respects, you can stand along the side of the road as the hearse goes by. 
After the service, the police procession will go from Carl T. Jones Drive, to Whitesburg Drive, through the 
medical district and 5 points on California and Andrew Jackson; then onto 565 at the Oakwood Avenue on-
ramp. From there, Officer Crumby will head home to Tuscaloosa on 565 West to 65 South. Officers Crumby 
and Albert Morin were shot while responding to a domestic violence call. This happened at Governor's 
House Drive Tuesday evening. When they arrived they found a woman shot, and a suspect barricaded 
inside the building. No word on the women's condition, but she's expected to recover. Right now, we are 
waiting for new information on the condition of officer Albert Morin. Police sent us this photo of Morin giving 
2 thumbs up from Huntsville Hospital on Friday night, and at last word, he was still in critical condition, with a 
long road to recovery. 
  
Happening this week in Colbert County, a woman is standing trial for murder. This comes 9 months after she 
escaped from the Tuscumbia city jail. Lisa Fretwell is accused in the shooting and killing Travis Snipes last 
summer. Fretwell told police she was acting in self-defense. Investigators say she later changed her story, 
and an autopsy contradicted her version of events. She escaped from jail 2 days after her arrest, but was 
quickly recaptured. Her trial starts today.  
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Many came together on a rainy day at Mayfair Church of Christ Monday morning to honor fallen 
Huntsville Police officer, Garrett Crumby. Crumby was shot and killed last Tuesday in Huntsville while 
responding to a 9-1-1 call on Governor's House Drive. Another officer, Albert Morin was also shot. At 
Cumby’s funeral, they remembered a man who always had a passion for helping others. Cumby’s sister 
says he thought he was a superhero when he was a child. In fact, many say Crumby was a superhero, 
giving the ultimate sacrifice. 350 police and law enforcement vehicles from Huntsville to New York and parts 
in between escorted Officer Crumby home to Tuscaloosa. The processional stretched for more than 6 
miles. Cumby’s West Precinct squad-mates drove right behind the hearse – never leaving his side.  
Officer Crumby was laid to rest before the sun set, at Tuscaloosa Memorial Park  
  
The other officer shot Tuesday, Albert Morin is still recovering at Huntsville Hospital.  Brent Patterson with 
the Madison County Sheriff's Office says he's slowly improving, and has a long way to go. A photo was 
posted last week of Officer Morin giving 2 thumbs up, surrounded by the chief of police, and deputy chiefs.  
 
Human remains found in DeKalb County are now identified as a missing teenager. The Dekalb County 
Sheriff's Office identified the remains as 19-year-old Makenna Purvis. The remains were located in *Valley 
Head* on March 23rd. Purvis was reported missing last September. Her remains were found by the 
Huntsville Search Dog unit. No foul play is suspected. An investigation is ongoing.  
 
An Alabama A & M, student will be on Wheel of Fortune this week. Tomia Gordon got to spin the wheel, 
the wheel – her episode will air tomorrow night. It's college spring break week on Wheel of Fortune, 
representing the Bulldogs. You'll have to watch tomorrow night at 6:30 right here on WAFF 48, to find out.  
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It’s been one week since Huntsville Police Officer Garret Crumby was shot and killed in the line of duty. 
Another officer Albert Morin was also shot in the line of duty with Crumby. Morin was critically wounded, 
fighting for his life at Huntsville Hospital. But this morning, we have some good news to share with you. 
Officer Albert Morin was taken off the ventilator yesterday. Huntsville Police shared a photo, showing his 



fellow officers stopping by Huntsville Hospital to deliver a huge stack of get-well cards. Officers say when 
they arrived Morin was smiling and talking. 
  
The Former Huntsville Police Officer accused of killing his pregnant girlfriend says he is innocent. David 
McCoy is pleaded not guilty to 3-capital murder charges. McCoy is accused of shooting and killing Courtney 
Spraggins outside his Huntsville apartment last year. McCoy denied knowing Spraggins. But he was 
arrested after investigators found pictures of the two of them together. McCoy was engaged to another 
woman at the time of the murder. The state is seeking the death penalty. McCoy will go to trial next year. 
  
In Lauderdale County, officers made a major drug bust - confiscating 60-thousand Fentanyl pills. The 
fentanyl alone has a street value of more than 600 thousand dollars. Deputies say they were investigating 
possible drug activity at a home in Florence. This led them to a hotel room where they found the drugs and 
then arrested 3-people. Malek Harris, Tiffani Harris, and Desmond Powers are all facing drug charges. 
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The winds were so strong it ripped the steeple off Mount Zion Baptist Church. Pastor Kevin Moore says 
around 6 last night, his son rushed inside the church where he was preaching to tell him what happened.    
Monrovia firefighters were able to put tarps down where the steeple once stood to prevent water damage.   
Members of the church said it sounded like a cannonball crashing. Pastor Moore says it's a miracle no one 
was outside when this happened. Wednesday night is usually one of the busier nights at Mount Zion, plus its 
holy week. The pastor says this was unexpected but is thankful everyone is ok.   
 
We have an update on Huntsville police Officer Albert Morin’s condition, and it’s good news! An HPD 
spokesperson says he's now up and walking. He's telling visitors he wants to get back to his normal workout 
of pushups, sit-ups and running. And he can't wait to get back to work. He was injured while responding to a 
domestic violence call at Governors House apartments last Tuesday. Officer Garrett crumby was killed 
in the shooting.    
 
Boaz City Schools will dismiss early tomorrow and will switch to remote learning on Friday – this after the 
death of a beloved Kindergarten teacher. Lori Samples taught in the district for 25-years. School leaders say 
she was integral to the district and greatly impacted decades of students. Samples is survived by a 
daughter.  
 
Today is the day we've all been waiting for! Many of you will be running to Toyota Stadium, Its opening day 
for the Trash Pandas. The first pitch at the stadium is set for 6:35 p.m. They'll be taking on Chattanooga 
Lookouts tonight. Wednesday, during media days, we heard from the team manager and caught up with 
some of the players. They say they are excited about what's to come this season. WAFF 48'S Sports 
director Carl Prather and Georgia Chambers will have you covered with the latest today at Toyota Stadium.  
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New this morning out of Lawrence County...We are learning that 3 narcotics agents were involved in a 
wreck...but they were not injured. This happened last night at the intersection of Highway 157 and Highway 
101 in Hatton. The three agents were in one vehicle. Officials tell us a woman in another vehicle pulled out 
in front of them. She was taken to the hospital to be checked. No word on her condition. Officials told us the 
narcotics officers were not injured. Troopers with the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency are investigating. 
  
This morning - we are hearing from the family of the late Officer Garrett Crumby. He was shot and killed in 
the line of duty last Tuesday in Huntsville after responding to a shots-fired call that injured a woman. 
His sisters are now speaking exclusively to our sister station - saying they believe the system failed their 
brother. Cumby’s family recently wrote an Op-Ed, advocating against the repeated release of violent 
offenders. According to Court records Juan Laws, the man accused of killing Crumby was arrested last year 
- charged with shooting two people in downtown Huntsville. He was later let out on bond. One of Crumby’s 



sisters say her brother expressed concern about violent offenders being released after a Tuscaloosa officer 
was killed the line of duty in 2019. Crumby previously worked for the Tuscaloosa Police Department. 
His sister says that situation rocked him to his core. Now, Crumby's two sisters are on a mission, pledging to 
be a voice to protect those who serve 
  
If you're a Crestwood Hospital patient, there's a chance - your data was compromised. The Hospital's parent 
company, Community Health Systems issued a notice. It says it's third party security provider experienced a 
security breach that lasted for 3 days in January. It may have resulted in patient and employee information 
getting into the wrong hands. This breach involves 78 hospitals in 15 states all under Community Health 
Systems. Free credit monitoring services are now being offered. 
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LaJeromeny Brown is answering to a new charge of promoting prison contraband. Last week, he was 
charged with attempting to smuggle a cell phone into the jail. Brown has been in the Madison County Jail 
since December of 2019. 
  
If you want to learn more about what fentanyl is doing to our community, the Madison City School system is 
here to educate you. District leaders are hosting a meeting tonight focused on what parents need to know 
about fentanyl in the schools. It will be tonight at 6 p-m at the Madison city schools central office.    
  
If you live in Decatur, There's a traffic alert you need to know about. Crews from Decatur Utilities will be 
repairing a water leak along Bird Springs Road. This will take place from from 8 a.m. until  3 p.m.   
During this time, traffic flow will be merged into one lane on Bird Springs Road. between Starkey Road. and 
Day Road. SW. Decatur Utilities asks that you approach the work zone slowly.    
  
Celebrity clothing, Bridal gowns and Egyptian artifacts – It all can be found at Unclaimed Baggage in 
Scottsboro. The retail store is known for finding unique treasures in lost luggage from airlines nationwide.   
Now, the store will open a new museum to house its most interesting finds. Inside you can see everything 
from movie props to musical instruments to signed sports memorabilia. A rep with Unclaimed Baggage 
says it's a great addition to Scottsboro's beloved attraction. The grand opening of the museum will be at 
11am on Friday, April 21st.  
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Happening now, police are investigating a shooting in Huntsville. Police believe at least one person was shot 
on Highway 72 at Mastin Lake Road and Academy Drive around 8 last night. Investigators on the scene 
telling us a shooting victim drove themselves to the hospital in their own car. No word on that person's 
condition - or if anyone has been arrested. 
  
The former Huntsville police officer whose murder conviction was overturned, could be freed at any time. 
We are waiting for a judge's ruling on a bond motion from William Darby's legal team. Darby's attorneys filed 
the motion on Saturday. It says since his conviction was overturned, and the state attorney general has not 
asked to hold him in prison, he should be given his old bond. They say he has ties to the community and is 
not a flight risk. We have not had any kind of response to this motion from the attorney general. If the motion 
is granted, Darby would be taken from the Limestone correctional facility to the Madison County Jail where 
he'd be processed and released on bond. 
  
4/13 
 
An apartment building in Madison is destroyed by fire in the overnight hours. It happened around midnight at 
Madison Landing Apartments on Flagstone Drive. Madison Police tell us building 26 is destroyed.    
Madison police, Madison fire and HEMSI responded. Police did tell us that there are no injuries, but the 
building is a total loss. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.   



And In Huntsville, officials are investigating the cause of an apartment fire. One family is without a home 
after their apartment caught fire at Patton Road Apartments last night.  Emergency officials got a call around 
9-45 last night.  There was damage to the building and heavy damage to one unit. Thankfully, no one was 
injured.  
  
A Huntsville man is facing several child porn charges after a months-long investigation. 65-year old Stuart 
Smith is facing 5-counts of child porn possession. He was arrested this week by U-S Marshals in 
Birmingham and brought to the Madison County Jail. Police say his arrest is the result of a lengthy 
investigation that included a search of his home on Saint Charles Road. He has since bonded out of jail.  
  
Covering your community in Sand Mountain – lawmakers are also pushing to eliminate Alabama's grocery 
tax. Alabama is one of the few states that still tax groceries at the same rate as other items. Some state 
leaders are now pushing to end the tax to help ease the burden of the rising costs of groceries.  
 
Alabama Senator Andrew Jones presides over senate district 10, which covers counties in Sand Mountain.   
He says people living in rural counties face significant challenges when buying groceries. We spoke to Fort 
Payne's Mayor Brian Bain who says- he is working with the developer Food City on the south side of the 
city. He says the ground breaking will be in May.  
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As Dadeville grieves, we are learning more about the 4 people that were killed. And the number of people 
injured has gone up to 32.  ALEA is saying there is no risk to the community. However, they're still asking for 
the public's help in identifying who did this and their motive. ALEA is now saying 32 people were injured in 
the shooting. Investigators say they've recovered numerous shells used in handguns and have not 
recovered any shells used by high-powered rifles. One of the victims was 19-year-old Marsiah Collins.  
His father served in Iraq. Martin Luther Collins-junior says his son was heading to LSU in the fall after taking 
a year off to care for his mother. He says when he was in Iraq, the thought of his young son at home and 
that helped keep him going. Marsiah Collins was a football player at Opelika High School and was also on 
the track team…  
 
Jury selection will continue today for the re-trial of a Limestone County teen accused of killing his family.  
Proceedings came to a standstill Monday because a potential juror was arrested for contempt of court. 
Theodore Leyden was arrested after court documents state he began yelling at the judge overseeing the 
capital murder trial for Mason Sisk. Court documents show he shouted vulgar and abusive language toward 
the judge. The outburst was from a previous case involving his father. He was arrested and sentenced to 
five days in the Limestone County Jail. Mason Sisk's first trial was declared a mistrial last fall when new 
evidence was presented. The evidence in question was his stepmother's cellphone. Sisk is accused of killing 
his family in 20-19. Over 50 potential jurors were asked what they've seen about this case in the media.  
They were also asked about firearm proficiency, and how violent video games may affect them. Attorneys 
hope to seat a jury this morning and begin opening statements.  
  
Decatur city leaders approved a new development that will be built along the Tennessee River. The Council 
voted four to one in support of the project. The project will be led by Patrick Lawler. He's the same person 
behind Guntersville's City Harbor Development. The 30-million-dollar riverside development would be built 
near Ingalls Harbor. Council President Jacob Ladner says this project will give the people what they want.  
Even with the approval of the city council, the plans are still not set in stone. The TVA will need to approve 
the project.   
   
2 busy roads in Huntsville will be closed most of the day...Starting this morning at 8-AM, crews will shut 
down parts of Winchester Road and Homer Nance Road so they can make upgrades to the area's water 
system. The east and westbound turn lanes will be shut down. Construction is expected to be finished by 3 
pm today. 
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We begin with breaking news out of Tuscumbia. One man is dead after a standoff with Tuscumbia Police.  
this all started at a home on Walker Avenue around 7:45 last night. Tuscumbia Police chief Tony Logan 
says, they were called to the home by family members who said the man was threatening them. Police tried 
to get the armed man to come out of the home but he refused. They say the standoff lasted for about an 
hour, with the man refusing to come out of the home and surrender. Chief Logan says police shot, and killed 
the 63-year-old. And officials say this is not the first time they've been called to the home. Chief Logan told 
our partners at the Times Daily, they've gotten several calls before regarding the 63 year old, threatening to 
hurt family members and himself.  The man's name has not been released at this time. This is still a 
developing story. We do know, NO family members and police officers were injured. Now ALEA'S state 
bureau of investigation is in charge of the case. The officer involved has been placed on administrative leave 
with pay. 
  
In Limestone County, the murder trial for the teen accused of killing his parents and three siblings is well 
underway. Mason Sisk's capital murder trial showed moves into day two of testimony this morning. 
Yesterday - prosecutors presented a lot of evidence and brought several witnesses to the stand. 
Prosecutors showed jurors video of the scene and victims recorded by body cameras worn by deputies who 
responded to the scene. They also played the 9-1-1 call Sisk made the night the family was murdered. 
In it, he tells a dispatcher he heard gunshots while he was downstairs, then saw a car drive away. Body 
camera video also shows he gave the same story to responding deputies. Prosecutors say he later 
confessed to killing his family. WAFF will be back in the courtroom today as the state continues to lay out its 
case. 
  
Decatur City school leaders are exploring more ways to keep your students safe at school. They are now 
considering contracting with an outside agency. They are even preparing to hire a security manager for the 
district. The security manager would handle crisis situations and look for ways to improve security at district 
buildings. City officials say this would reduce any burden on educators. An official told the Decatur Daily that 
the idea for a security manager came to mind after the mass school shooting in Uvalde, Texas last May. 
Candidates for the security manager position should have a law enforcement background and/or school 
safety experience. 
 
4/20 
 
Happening now, Police in Huntsville are currently investigating a shooting that left 1-person injured.   
We will be in the courtroom to give you the latest. Officers say the shooting happened around 3:50 
Wednesday afternoon at intersection of Pulaski Pike and Beasley Avenue. An official with HEMSI says one 
person was rushed to Huntsville Hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Officers say they arrested one 
person at the scene. This is an active investigation.   
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A 6th person is now behind bars in connection to the Dadeville mass shooting that left 4-dead and 32-injured 
over the weekend.  The Tallapoosa County D-A confirmed a 15-year-old male from Macon County has been 
arrested. Due to his age, his name has not been released.  But we're told he will face 4 reckless murder 
charges like all of the other suspects. State troopers also announced yesterday- they arrested 20-year-
old Johnny Brown and 19-year-old Willie Brown Junior.  17 year old Tyreese McCullough, 16-year-old Travis 
McCullough, and 20-year-old Wilson Hill Junior have also been arrested. They're accused of opening fire 
during a sweet 16 birthday party at a dance studio Saturday night. Several of the victims are still in the 
hospital in critical condition. The 6 suspects are believed to have used handguns during the shooting.  
 
Now to shocking testimony on day four of Mason Sisk's capital murder trial in Limestone County. Pictures 
from the Sisk home show drug paraphernalia in a backpack in a bedroom. Sisk's lawyer, Micheal Sizemore, 
argued investigators only focused their attention on Mason, and did not do enough to find evidence that 



might point to other possible suspects.  Sisk's former girlfriend took the stand. Prosecutors showed texts 
between the two, when he was in jail. In one message, he claims he was forced to kill his family by someone 
else who held him at gunpoint. Sisk again tells his former girlfriend that he killed his family, and goes on to 
brag about his effectiveness with a gun. He says “I killed my entire family in four seconds with all head 
shots.”   
 
Crews in Morgan County finished a major undertaking, raising a 47-thousand pound cross atop of 
Priceville Mountain. The 121-foot-tall cross is visible at the top of the mountain from 18-miles away. That 
means it can be seen by drivers traveling south on I-65 as they cross the Tennessee River Bridge in Morgan 
County. Construction didn't take too long, they only started last Wednesday. We spoke with James 
Henderson, a local reverend who lives just a mile away from the cross.  
 
Happening tomorrow It will be time for everyone in Muscle Shoals to celebrate, the city's 100th anniversary.  
There will be a Birthday bash on the lawns of City Hall. There will be live music, with a long list of 
performers. The concert will start at 2 p-m tomorrow. Everyone is invited, and it's free to attend.  
 
Today we want to say Happy Birthday to Guntersville! And if you want to be a part of the celebration, today 
is the big day. The city is celebrating its 175th birthday at Civitan Park. The gates open at 5; live music will 
start at 7. There will be food trucks, and live music by the band "Party on the Moon." You can come by boat, 
car, or foot to join in on the festivities. It's free, so bring your blankets and chairs and enjoy. 
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Happening this week, jurors will hear more testimony in the murder case against Mason Sisk, the Limestone 
County teen accused of killing his family. Last week, we heard from several witnesses testifying for the 
prosecution, including a former girlfriend of Mason Sisk who talked about text messages that sounded like a 
confession. Jurors also heard from homicide investigators about the crime scene and evidence tying the 
murders to Mason Sisk. The defense seems to be arguing that those investigators never considered anyone 
else. We'll be in court all this week, as the trial resumes in Athens.  
  
Some big news out of Decatur this morning – the city school superintendent Dr. Michael Douglas is 
receiving a big award. He's the recipient of the Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Superintendent 
Award. It's a rare award.  Only 4 Superintendents in the country have ever received this 
recognition. Members of the organization honoring him say he's a model of leadership not just for 
superintendents, but for educators throughout the country.   
  
Calhoun community college and Athens State University are teaming up to fast-track students into the 
health-care field. This morning, the 2 schools will announce a partnership on a new nursing program.  
It will allow students to receive their associate degree in nursing and Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree 
at the same time.  
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Jurors are preparing to hear another day of testimony today in a high profile capital murder trial - involving a 
teenager. This is Mason Sisk's re-trial, who stands accused of murdering five of his family members in their 
Elkmont home in 2019. Both sides argued over how evidence was handled in this case, as well as how 
deputies dealt with Mason Sisk on the scene of the murders. Sisk could face life in prison for the death of his 
father, step-mother, and three younger siblings. Investigator Kristen King took the stand yesterday. She 
talked about evidence that was collected from the Sisk home. Sisk's lawyers were frustrated that 
investigators only collected evidence surrounding Mason Sisk, and not other potential suspects. According 
to King, this was done because Sisk already confessed to former sheriff Mike Blakely during questioning at 
the sheriff's department.   
 



A 25-thousand dollar reward is being offered to anyone with information on who murdered a Redstone 
Arsenal soldier. Sergeant First Class Tristian Jackson was found shot dead in his mother's garage in 
Birmingham back in January 20-20. Jackson was working as an Army Recruiter at the time of his murder.   
The Department of the Army Criminal Investigation Division is now offering a reward of 25-thousand-
dollars for credible information leading to the arrest. Anyone with information is asked to contact the 
Redstone Resident Unit.   
  
Security was increased at one Scottsboro school after a person in Texas accidentally contacted the wrong 
school to report a threat. Jackson County Deputies tell us the threat was sent to school leaders at Collins 
Intermediate School in Scottsboro. Turns out there was never a threat - that person actually meant to send 
the message to a Collins Intermediate School in Texas. Jackson County Deputies informed Texas 
authorities who are now investigating the threat.  
 
Get ready for a fun time in the Shoals. The Spring Carnival is coming to the North Alabama State 
Fairgrounds. It all starts tonight  at 6 on Sportsplex drive. The carnival will include rides, food and lots of fun 
for all ages. The carnival runs from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. And Saturday from  3 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Parking is free.  
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Happening now, authorities are still searching for this man, Jesse Suggs. Suggs is wanted in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee for attempted murder. Deputies say he brutally attacked his ex-girlfriend. Now, we are 
hearing from his victim. She says she lives in constant fear. Crystal Shannon says she is still recovering 
over a year later after a brutal beating. Shannon says she is scared for her life and believes Suggs will try to 
hurt her again. Shannon says he's still sending her threatening messages to drop the charges against him. 
She says she thinks he may even be stalking her family.  
  
A new multi-million-dollar investment into the Tanner community will create hundreds of jobs and revitalize a 
small airport. The Pryor Field Regional Airport just signed a deal with the company "Acquisition Integration" 
to renovate the airport. They plan to build a brand new 170-thousand square foot hanger fully outfitted with 
offices. In total, this will be a 30-million dollar project and will create 250-new jobs. 
  
Some big local health news you need to know about. Huntsville Hospital's Fever and Flu clinic is just days 
away from closing its doors. The hospital President and Chief Operating Officer says there's not much of a 
need for the clinic anymore. That's because COVID numbers are slowing down and the national public 
health emergency ends in a few days. The clinic opened in March 2020,serving more than 57-thousand 
people. The clinic officially closes on Friday. The staff will be transferred to other jobs within the Huntsville 
Hospital Health System. 
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Three years after five brutal murders and two trials, a Limestone county jury returned a guilty verdict.18-year 
old Mason Sisk is now convicted of murdering his family in their Elkmont home. Prosecutors proved he shot 
and killed his father, step-mother, and three younger siblings ages 6, 4, and 6 months. District attorney Brian 
Jones says the teen knowingly planned the murders by stealing a gun from a family friend...then used it to 
shoot every member of his family in the head. He told former sheriff Mike Blakely he was fed up with his 
parents, and killed his siblings as well because he didn't want them to grow up in the same environment. 
He told Blakely he thought about pulling the trigger on himself, but wanted to "carry on the Sisk family." 
Testimony revealed Sisk later bragged in a jailhouse text about killing his family, saying he was good shot 
and wanted to become a contract assassin. Mason Sisk will be sentenced in July. 
   
There’s been a significant ruling from a new judge overseeing the William Ben Darby case. On Wednesday, 
a judge rejected the defense's motion for immunity for the former officer. Darby is the former Huntsville 
police officer who was convicted of murdering a suicidal man in 2018. Recently his conviction was 



overturned and is now facing a second trial. Under Alabama law, police officers are immune from 
prosecution if they can prove they were acting within police policy while on duty. The judge ruled that does 
not apply in this case. Darby, will go on trial again in December. 
  
If you are looking for something to do this weekend...The Panoply Arts Festival is back and taking over 
downtown Huntsville-starting today at Big Spring Park. You can expect music, food, and art exhibits all 
throughout the weekend. The event will end on Sunday. Several roads in downtown Huntsville are already 
shut down because of the event. Make sure to check our website before you leave so you don't have to take 
an unexpected detour.  
  
5/2 
 
In Alabama, it could soon be prohibited to smoke or vape in a car with a child! Lawmakers passed the bill; it 
just needs the governor’s signature.  Once it is signed, anyone found smoking in the car with a child could 
face a fine up to 100-dollars. But it is considered a secondary violation on top of a traffic violation. The bill's 
sponsor, State Representative Rolanda Hollis says she has been trying to get it passed for 6-years. Hollis 
says she hopes the fines will keep parents accountable. State health officials say secondhand smoke from 
vapes can stick to car interiors and even passengers' clothes. Remember, this is still awaiting Governor 
Ivey's signature before it becomes law.  
 
A scary discovery at Decatur Middle School leaves many people on edge. School leaders say one student 
was found with a kill list. Now that student is facing disciplinary actions. According to a letter Decatur City 
Schools issued to parents, a handful of names were on this student's list. The letter- obtained by our 
newspaper partners at the Decatur Daily- states the student will be removed from the school environment 
and face disciplinary action. A Decatur City Schools official says additional disciplinary action is pending.  
And, the student's guardian is cooperating with the administration.  
  
One year after his escape from the Lauderdale County jail, the infamous Casey White is expected to be 
back in court this Thursday, this time for a status hearing. The hearing will cover what is expected in his 
upcoming murder trial set for next month. He's being held in the Donaldson Correctional in Bessemer, but is 
expected to be in court Thursday for the hearing. He's charged with the murder of Vicky White, even though 
she died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Officials say Vicky helped him escape the Lauderdale Co. 
Jail. The pair was on the run for 11 days before they were tracked down in Evansville, Indiana.  
  
In about 2 weeks, Joe Davis Stadium will reopen, newly renovated and better than ever. AND- many of the 
businesses around town are excited about the potential business the 'Joe" will bring to the already growing 
Rocket City. Spirits are high as crews wrap up construction on the newly renovated Joe Davis Stadium.  
The roughly $34-million dollar renovation will seat more than 6-thousand fans and feature new concession 
stands, stadium seating, and an all new jumbo-tron.  
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Authorities in Lincoln County are still searching for this man, Jesse Suggs. He is accused of trying to kill his 
girlfriend in Lincoln County. Here's a closer look at Jesse Suggs. He may or may not have a beard. His ex-
girlfriend, Crystal Shannon, says she spent months in the hospital he brutally beating. She says she is living 
in constant fear. Shannon says Suggs recently sent her threatening messages. Officials are offering a 1 
thousand dollar reward to anyone with information that could lead to an arrest. 
  
A man charged with killing 3-people at a church in Vestavia Hills will spend the rest of his life in prison. 
Robert Smith pleaded guilty to several capital murder charges. A judge gives Smith a life sentence without 
parole. Smith murdered Sarah Yeager, Jane Pounds, and Walter Rainey at a potluck at St. Stephen's 
Episcopal Church in 2022. The reverend of the church is speaking out. He says the community's love and 
support have been key in helping their families through this tragedy. 
  



A remarkable update to report this morning – one of the victims of that mass shooting in Dadeville is 
improving. This is according to the victim's father. 16-year-old Cara Johns has been in a medically-induced 
coma for two weeks. She was shot in the head, chest, and stomach at a birthday party. Cara's father says 
she is making big strides in her recovery. He says she recently opened her eyes for the first time since the 
shooting. She's been able to nod her head and squeeze her father's hand. 
  
Some students at Liberty Middle School are riding high after they were honored by the board of education 
after winning this year's state science Olympiad. The students compete in a wide array of science subjects 
from anatomy to physics. There are five STEM programs where students have to build and* test different 
devices. The Head Coach says this wouldn't be possible without the student's hard work. 
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Huntsville city councilman Devyn Keith is scheduled to stand trial this week on theft charges. Police say he 
stole multiple items during various trips to Wal-Mart in recent months. They say Keith was not scanning 
items properly in the self-checkout aisle. Keith publically apologized for disappointing people in February at 
a city council meeting, but did not admit to any wrongdoing. Wednesday's case will be a bench trial, heard 
by a judge and not a jury. 
  
A Limestone County inmate is back behind bars, after escaping from the jail's work release program. 42-
year-old James Carwile has been in the Limestone County jail since last October. He was accused of 
stealing from a convenience store and running from police. Eventually, he was able to land a spot in the jail's 
work program. That's how he was able to escape, but just for a few hours. He was re-captured around 3 
yesterday afternoon 
  
Now to the city of Madison, voters, have a big decision to make – whether to hire on a new city manager, or 
keep the government running the way it is now. The special election is set for tomorrow. If the measure is 
approved, the city council will be able to appoint a city manager. That person would run day to day 
operations. The mayor would become the president of the city council, and still be the face of the city, 
leading projects. If the measure is rejected, nothing changes. Polls open at 7 tomorrow morning.  
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Now to the city of Madison, where voters, have a big decision to make today – whether to hire on a new city 
manager, or keep the government running the way it is now? The special election is set for tomorrow. If the 
measure is approved, the city council will be able to appoint a city manager. That person would run day to 
day operations. The mayor would become the president of the city council, and still be the face of the city, 
leading projects. If the measure is rejected, nothing changes. Polls open at 7 this morning.  The NAACP is 
offering free rides to the polls....you can find their contact info on our website waff.com  
 
Now an update to a story we brought you as breaking news. A Morgan county man is facing several charges 
after deputies say he stole a car, and shot at them during a chase. Eric Thomas is charged with attempted 
murder and robbery after the chase on Monday. Investigators say Thomas fired a semi-automatic rifle at 
deputies during the chase. This all started early yesterday morning, when Deputies say a woman reported 
her car stolen. Later, they found Eric Thomas behind the wheel of the car. They tried to pull him over, but he 
refused. That's when the chase began. During the chase, deputies say Thomas fired shots at them.  
Thomas crashed the car, and was later found hiding under a house on Wilson Mountain Road.  He was 
treated at the hospital before being booked into the jail. Thomas is in jail without bond.  
  
In Huntsville – the state soccer tournament starts this week at John Hunt Park. Day 1 of the tournament 
starts Thursday. For the ladies, Randolph will take on Homewood at 11 AM, and Sparkman will take on Oak 
Mountain at 3 PM. For the boys, Fort Payne will take on Homewood at 1 PM, and Huntsville will take on Oak 
Mountain at 5 PM.  
 
 

http://waff.com/
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In Lauderdale County, due to storm damage, students who attend Waterloo School will learn virtually today. 
According to the school's social media post, the 3rd-6th grade field trip scheduled for today is cancelled and 
will hopefully be rescheduled. 
  
A Rogersville man is in the Lauderdale County jail after investigators say he admitted to sending 
inappropriate messages and images to a child. Deputies arrested William Carpenter on charges of 
electronically soliciting a child and sending obscene material to a child. Rogersville Police Chief Brian 
Hudson told deputies his department received an alert from an independent group that tries to lure sex 
predators in. The group had built a fake Facebook account pretending to be an 11-year-old girl. Hudson 
says they told him Carpenter had made inappropriate contact with the account. When confronted by 
deputies, they say Carpenter admitted he thought he was sending inappropriate messages and images to 
what he thought was an under aged girl. 
  
One Huntsville mother is feeling victorious as lawmakers made some changes after the untimely death of 
her son. Alabama legislators passed the Tyrell Spencer Act. The act requires coaches to learn how deal with 
a sudden cardiac arrest. Knowing CPR and how to use a defibrillator would be required training. At 18, 
Spencer collapsed on a basketball court at the Richard Showers Center in 2010. His family was left without 
answers as to what happened until this past February. Tyrell's body was exhumed. A Pathologist determined 
the cause of death was cardiac arrhythmia, which can occur in young, healthy athletes. The bill now awaits 
Governor Kay Ivey's signature. 
  
A new tourist attraction could be flying into the city of Guntersville. A seaplane tour. Brian Schanche is the 
owner of Adventure Seaplanes. They mainly operate in Florida and Minnesota. He says he loves 
Guntersville and thinks he could offer an out of this world seasonal attraction to the area. We talked to him 
about this idea, he says he's had for quite a while. 
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We begin in west Huntsville where a traffic stop on Rime Village Drive left one officer injured. Our reporter 
was first on the scene. Last night around 9, a Huntsville police officer pulled over a driver on Rime village 
drive. During that stop, there was an altercation between the officer and the driver. Huntsville police are not 
commenting on exactly what kind of altercation that was. However, we do know the officer suffered minor 
injuries and was being evaluated. The driver sped off after the altercation and got away, police are still 
looking for the suspect right now. 
  
Happening this week, a Limestone County woman accused of letting her baby die in a hot car will stand trial 
for capital murder. Prosecutors say Elizabeth Case was driving around with her 13-month-old son in a car 
seat all night, back in 2019. She came home early in the morning and went to sleep with the child still in the 
car. He was found that afternoon, with temperatures outside in the upper 90's. In a lawsuit, Case's family 
accuses her of having a history of drug abuse.  
  
A 3-year-old boy is home recovering, after an accidental shooting in Lauderdale County. Sheriff Joe 
Hamilton tells us the boy appears to have found a handgun at his grandparents' home in the Cloverdale area 
and fired it. The bullet grazed his chest. The injury was serious enough the boy was flown to UAB hospital. 
But again, he is now home. The sheriff says deputies are still investigating to see if any charges will be filed. 
   
This week is National Police week where cities across the US are honoring officers. The Huntsville Police 
Department and Huntsville Police Citizens Foundation will be remembering fallen officer Garrett Crumby 
today. This is a private event, at the fallen officer memorial. Crumby's name will be added to the bricks 
around the statue. The memorial will reopen to the public in the afternoon. 
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A Jackson County man is in jail this morning after he is accused of killing his father on Mother's Day.  
Byron Shaver is charged with murder. Deputies say during a welfare check, they found 74-year-old Joe 
Shaver, Junior dead in front of a home. They say the man suffered from apparent head trauma. Shaver is in 
the Jackson County jail without bond. Jackson County Sheriff Rocky Harnen tells us deputies have been 
called to the home on County Road 19 in Section several times for QUOTE "disturbances". He also said an 
argument broke out before a family member called to ask for the welfare check on Joe Shaver, Junior and 
his son. The incident is still under investigation.  
  
Soccer fans young and old will head to the Newly renovated Joe Davis Stadium to check out our new Pro 
Soccer team. It will be a capacity crowd for the Home Opener for Huntsville City FC. The soccer Club will 
meet with fans and media this afternoon for the official ribbon cutting and open house for fans that will be 
able to interact with other soccer enthusiasts. Wednesday is the first training session for the team at Joe 
Davis Stadium. You will hear from Coach Jack Collison and players Wednesday night before their first game 
this Friday against Crown legacy FC. Four straight home games starting with the home game Friday.   
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A central Alabama man will spend nearly 2-years in prison for his role in the deadly January 6th capitol riot. 
A federal judge sentenced Joshua Black of Leeds to 22-months in prison following his conviction earlier this 
year. Prosecutors say he admitted to storming the senate floor on his Youtube page. Black will serve 2-
years of supervised release after he gets out of prison. He is one of the more than 1-thousand people to 
have been arrested following the 2021 insurrection in Washington, D.C. 
  
There is still hope the Saturn 1B rocket could stay on the side of I-65 in Ardmore. This comes after a bill was 
reintroduced in the state legislature. Senator Tom Butler originally introduced a bill that would save the 
rocket - which would cost millions to restore. However, lawmakers amended the bill to add language about 
Alabama monuments. But now, Butler is starting over and introducing a bill that only concerns Saturn 1B. 
The bill says if the rocket cannot be restored, that a replica be installed instead. Steven Thornton, a 
concerned citizen says it would be a tragedy for the state to remove the iconic symbol from where it has 
stood for 44 years. The new bill is currently in committee. Senator Butler says if it passes, NASA engineers 
will look over the rocket to see if it can be repaired. 
   
Happening today, the final beam is going into place at the new Huntsville City Hall construction site. The City 
is hosting what's called a "topping out" ceremony this morning at 10. City employees, construction workers, 
designers and elected leaders will have an opportunity to sign the beam in advance of the celebration. An 
evergreen tree and U-S flag will also sit on top of the construction to commemorate the moment. 
  
There's a scam alert you need to know about. The Limestone County Sheriff is warning you that scammers 
are calling people, pretending to be his top deputy. Sheriff Josh Mclaughlin tells us scammers are 
impersonating Chief Deputy Justin Flanagan. He says the scammer will claim you've missed jury duty and 
need to pay the sheriff's office over the phone. Sheriff Mclaughlin wants you to know his office will never ask 
for money over the phone for any reason. 
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Three people in Lincoln County, Tennessee are facing murder charges in the death of an infant.  
The infant's mother- Kelsey Higby, the grandmother- Aimee Higby, and the child's uncle - Christopher 
Chapman were all indicted. They're also charged with child abuse, tampering with evidence and abuse of a 
corpse. Investigators say the incident happened in late January. All three are in the Lincoln County jail on a 
five-million-dollar bond.  
 



An Athens man was arrested Tuesday for allegedly murdering his two-year-old stepson. According to an 
official with the Athens Police Department, officers were dispatched to an apartment complex after receiving 
a report of an unresponsive two-year-old. The child was taken to Athens-Limestone Hospital where he was 
later pronounced dead. Following the death, detectives launched an investigation in which the boy’s 
stepfather, Keshan Allen, was identified as a suspect. After being questioned by detectives, Allen was 
arrested and charged with murder and aggravated child abuse.  
  
In Madison, several parents are voicing concerns about a gun shop being built down the road from an 
elementary school and a preschool. Rocket City Armory is within walking distance from Midtown Elementary 
and Primrose School of Madison. With Nashville's deadly school shooting approaching the two-month mark, 
several parents are finding Rocket City Armory's location concerning...The city of Madison sent us a 
statement saying it understood the parent's concerns but pointed to the Gun Free Zone Act for why Rocket 
City Armory is within its right to operate there. Federal law prohibits anyone from having or firing a gun 
within 1-thousand feet of a school. But a legal expert says on private property - Rocket City Armory is free to 
operate, as long as a gun being  isn't loaded when a customer leaves the store. One mother fears the effect 
it could have on her daughter. Meantime, parents plan to continue reaching out to city and school leaders to 
see what more can be done about their concerns.  
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We begin with breaking news out of Lauderdale County, where Rogersville Police will continue their search 
this morning for a suspect who shot a man- which- led to an hours-long standoff. Rogersville police say- the 
suspect was believed to have barricaded himself in a home after police say he shot a man around 5 last 
night. The search will resume at daybreak for 49-year-old James Tucker. Police say he's actually from 
Limestone County...But here’s break down how this played out yesterday. Rogersville police got a call about 
a shooting here at the intersection of County roads 70 and 562. This was around 5:30 last night.... Police 
say James shot a man in the ear. Rogersville Police Chief Brian Hudson says James ran into the woods and 
they believed he had barricaded himself in another home. Fast forward to midnight...Rogersville Police, 
along with Florence Police and Lauderdale County deputies finally cleared that home.  Even deploying a 
robot in the home to see if he was inside- but James still has not been found. Chief Hudson is warning 
residents to be on the lookout. That search will begin at daybreak and we're told US Marshall will be 
assisting in this search.    

Staying in the shoals...A Florence man is facing multiple charges after police say he kept his mother's 
corpse in a home after she died. This is according to our news partners at the Times Daily. Police say 
Richard Crosslin kept his mother's dead body in the house for several weeks. Police told our 
newspaper partners that he did this so he could collect her public assistance money. Police say she 
appeared to have been dead for several weeks. He is charged with abuse of a corpse and public 
assistance fraud. He's set to be arraigned next month.    

Tonight, is the big night, Huntsville City Football Club will play their first home game at the newly renovated 
Joe Davis Stadium.  To commemorate the first match, Mayor Tommy Battle is making TODAY Professional 
Soccer Day in Huntsville. Mayor Battle made the proclamation tonight during an event. The match begins 
tonight at seven. Make sure to tune in today as we will be previewing the match throughout the day.  

5/22 
 
We begin with a family, pushed out of their home after a fire in Ardmore. Toney, Bobo and Harvest 
Volunteer firefighters rushed to the home on Old Railroad Bed Road just after 3 yesterday afternoon.  
Heavy smoke was coming from the home in what firefighters said started as a kitchen fire. The American 
Red Cross is assisting the family.  
 
We now know the identity of a man killed while walking along University Drive and Jordan Lane in Huntsville 
Saturday night. Huntsville police identified the man as 40-year-old Matthew Harper. Police say he was hit by 



a car just before 9 Saturday night. He was rushed to the hospital but later died. Currently, charges are not 
expected for the driver.  
 
We're expecting a significant court hearing for an accused cop killer on Wednesday. Juan Laws is set to 
appear before a judge in Huntsville for a preliminary hearing. He's the man accused of killing Huntsville 
police officer Garrett Crumby and wounding officer Albert Morin in March. In Alabama, preliminary hearings 
often include testimony from investigators and others close to the case. New details are often revealed for 
the first time. We will be in that courtroom and will let you know what happens.   
  
In a couple of days, we're expecting an update on a cold case going back more than 25 years in Marshall 
County. Sheriff Phil Sims is expected to hold a news conference Wednesday with an update. He says the 
case dates back to 1997 when an unidentified body was found in a rural area north of Arab. It was badly 
decomposed. The body is missing hands, feet and head, making identification nearly impossible. But, two 
years ago, DNA typing gave us an idea of what the person might look like. We're not sure what new 
information is coming this week. But we'll be at that news conference and update you on the latest.  
  
Here's what’s happening this week in sports. The UCI World Cup will take place in Cummings Research 
Park over Memorial Day weekend, May 26th through May 29th. The fun doesn't stop there. Trash Pandas 
will remain at home through next weekend, and Huntsville City FC will host its second home game 
this Friday.  
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The people of Madison are split on a gun store opening a few hundred feet near Midtown Elementary and 
preschool Primrose School of Madison. Those for it say it will bring a huge boost to business in Madison.  
but those against it believe the profits aren't worth the safety of their children. Hill says all guns will be 
unloaded before and after exiting the store.  This will keep it in compliance with federal law.  City council 
members say the city also can't do anything to stop the business due to it meeting all zoning requirements.  
Members on both sides of the fence took to heated discussions during Monday Night's city council meeting.  
The business owner tells WAFF says there is currently no definitive date on when the armory will open for 
business.   
 
Former Limestone County Sheriff Mike Blakely, convicted of theft and ethics charges has lost his last 
attempt to get out of jail. A judge has thrown out Mike Blakely's petition for a new trial. Blakely's legal team 
argued that Judge Pamela Baschab - who presided over his theft and ethics trial should not have, because 
her license was inactive. But Tim Jolley says Alabama law does not specifically state a judges' license must 
be active, just that it must exist. Back in 2021, Blakely was sentenced to three years in jail for theft and using 
his office for personal gain. He is currently serving his time in the Franklin County Jail.   
 
In Athens, six months after granting the ability for medical cannabis dispensaries to open in the city, some 
now want city leaders to rethink that. Multiple people showed up at the city council meeting including various 
church leaders and preachers to say no. Council members say they have been undated with calls and 
emails with folks against dispensing sites opening shop in town. Some preachers called for the medical 
marijuana ordinance to be rescinded, while others asked council to keep it. Meanwhile, Councilman Harold 
Wales voiced his concern after seeing what another prescribed drug, like opioids can do to a community.   
Council introduced an ordinance to rescind its "opt in" approval from November 2022. Council members will 
have two weeks to reconsider the decision.  
 
Happening today, the Opening ceremony for the para-cycling world cup is happening, at the Trash Panda's 
game. All race activities begin Friday, when Huntsville will host the third and final Union Cyclist International 
Para-Cycling Road World Cup. 350 athletes are participating, making this upcoming weekend the largest 
non-European para-cycling World Cup ever.  
 



For the past 130 years, firefighters in Guntersville have been saving lives and property. Today, many will 
gather to celebrate that important history at Fire Station 1. This is happening at the fire station on Blount 
Avenue at 11 A-M to celebrate with Guntersville Fire and Rescue.  
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The man accused of shooting and killing a Huntsville police officer is set to appear in court. Juan Laws is 
scheduled to have a preliminary hearing. Laws is charged with capital murder in the death of Huntsville 
Police Officer Garrett Crumby back in March. Laws is accused of also shooting and injuring Officer Albert 
Morin and another woman. Officer Morin is at home recovering. We will be in the courtroom today, and will 
let you know what happens.  
 
Also happening today, we are expecting to hear from Marshall County investigators about an update on a 
cold case. Sheriff Phil Sims is planning a news conference this afternoon. This case goes all the way back to 
1997 when an unidentified body was found in a rural area north of Arab. It was badly decomposed and 
missing it's hands, feet, head and heart. This makes identification almost impossible. But, two years ago, 
DNA typing gave us an idea of what the person might look like, but the victim has yet to be identified.  
 
Parents in Guntersville are fed up with the way the school system is treating their children based on the 
color of their skin. The NAACP alongside the Southern Poverty Law Center held a town hall to discuss the 
issues.  Last night- Many parents say discipline is carried out more severely against black students, for the 
same infractions as their white counterparts. In a statement, - Guntersville City School superintendent Dr. 
Jason Barnet says the school system welcomes open dialogue. He also says he's looking forward to 
speaking with NAACP President Benard Simelton about the results of the meeting. Parents say more 
meetings like this need to happen. The NAACP says it's looking to potentially open a new chapter 
in Guntersville.  
   
Happening today in Jackson County, the Scottsboro Boys Museum is hosting an event in honor of a local 
civil right leader. The Archie F. Stewart Memorial Day event is set to start at 10 AM at the Museum. Stewart 
attended the first set of trials for the Scottsboro Boys back in the 1930s and was a life-long advocate for civil 
rights. Stewart spent decades of his life in education and is the only black man to be elected as president of 
the Jackson County Teachers Association. Admission to the event today is completely free.  
 
5/25 
 
The death penalty is now on the table for the man accused of killing a Huntsville Police officer and wounding 
two others in March. Juan Laws is charged with capital murder for the killing of Officer Garrett Crumby, and 
prosecutors expect more charges to come for the shooting of Officer Albert Morin. An agent with the 
Alabama state bureau of Investigation says Morin and Crumby were responding to a domestic violence call 
on March 28. As officer Morin knocked on the door, a woman screamed and Officer Crumby entered.  
He was immediately shot. Officer Morin was also hit in his lower abdomen but managed to return fire - hitting 
the suspect, Juan Laws, in the leg. Despite the testimony from the agent, law's attorneys say he should be 
treated just like anyone else. A judge determined there is enough evidence to send this case to a grand 
jury. Laws' attorneys say this case is far from over. There is a lot of evidence to review... it could take up to a 
year for an indictment.   
 
Investigators in Marshall County say they are one step closer to solving a cold case. The sheriff's office 
identified a body that was found with just a torso in a creek in 1997. Sheriff Phil Sims says that body 
belonged to 20-year-old Jeffery Kimzy of Santa Barbara, California. Investigators say through new DNA 
technology, they were able use DNA to find Kimzy's living relatives. Sims says they already have persons of 
interest they will be interviewing to hopefully close this 26-year-old case.  
 
In Montgomery, a house committee approved a two percent pay raise for educators. It's part of the 9-billion-
dollar education budget that is now one step closer to final approval. The House made some changes to that 



budget, including adding more money for cyber technology programs in K-12 schools. The budget 
also allocates 450 thousand dollars for pilot programs related to conflict resolution, and another to help 
students explore job opportunities after high school.  
 
Do you remember that one-time tax rebate that Governor Kay Ivey wanted to give you? Well it's getting 
closer to your wallet. But it is less than what was proposed by the Governor. Lawmakers gave a favorable 
vote to a rewritten version of the bill. The original proposal was 800-dollars for couples and 400-dollars for 
individuals.  Now the bill could give taxpayers, a fourth of Ivey's original proposed rebate.  So, individuals will 
receive around 200 dollars and couples, around 400-dollars. The bill is now on its way to the house floor 
where it is expected to pass.  
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Parole denied for an infamous murderer serving life in prison. Judith Ann Neelley's parole was quickly 
denied. Neelley was convicted of the 19-82 brutal murder of 13-year-old Lisa Millican, who was abducted 
from a Georgia Mall and taken to a Scottsboro, Alabama motel where she was raped and tortured. Neelley 
was originally sentenced to die, but Governor Fob James commuted her punishment to life in prison... giving 
her the chance to get out every couple of years. The board set Neelley's next potential chance for parole in 
2028. 
  
A Madison County judge has sentenced a Huntsville woman to spend the next 20-years in prison for the 
death of her son. Aleisha Parker was given the maximum possible sentence for her manslaughter 
conviction. She was found guilty earlier this year of shooting her infant son, Dante Parker. Prosecutors say it 
happened while fighting over a gun with her husband. Parker's husband will go to trial in July for his role in 
Dante's death. He's charged with reckless murder... the same charge Aleisha originally faced. 
 
Extra money could be coming to your bank account this year! Lawmakers finally passed a bill giving a one-
time rebate to tax filers. It's now before Governor Kay Ivey for her signature. In November - individuals would 
get $150, and couples or joint filers would get $300. Ivey originally proposed a 400-dollar rebate for 
individuals. Lawmakers changed the number multiple times to come to this compromise. The total cost to 
the state is $393 million, which comes from a surplus in last year's education budget. 
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An Athens family still demands justice for their daughter, who died in a crash almost three years ago.  
Athens Police say 43-year-old Tonyia Shepard was driving on Highway 31 at 71 MPH when she rear-ended 
the Tucker girls. Shepard is charged with Manslaughter and Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. Allen 
Tucker's youngest daughter Abigail was airlifted to Huntsville Hospital. But his oldest, Elizabeth, was killed at 
the scene. He says the courts have put off hearing the case for more than a year and believe it victimizes 
the family. He says he wants to see justice. Shepard's next court date is scheduled for June 28th. The judge 
could postpone this case again.   
  
It's a shocking crime that many in the one small community in Jackson County are talking about. A man was 
murdered in the Skyline area. Now, authorities are still searching for the murderer. Police say Terry Warren 
was shot and killed on County Road 17 Friday night. This was four days ago! WAFF 48 spoke to Jackson 
County Sheriff Rocky Harnan about the crime. Harnen says a crime like this never happens in the Skyline 
Community. Again, no arrests have been made, but there are several suspects. If you have any information, 
please call Jackson County police.  
  
Staying in Jackson County, we have an update to a story. A judge has decided to keep a man accused of 
killing his own father in jail, without bond. Byron Shavers is charged with murder, accused of killing his 74-
year-old father Joe Shavers, earlier this month. Deputies say they found Shavers dead in front of a home 
during a welfare check. B. Shavers was arrested on Mother's Day. Byron Shavers went before a judge who 
decided not to give him a bond, citing his mental condition as the primary concern.  



School is out, and thousands of students are returning to eating home meals this summer. But the Huntsville 
City School district is offering meals to students who may not have access to healthy meals. Children under 
the age of 18 at Huntsville City Schools can get a free breakfast and lunch, thanks to the Summer Food 
Service Program. It starts June 5th and goes until June 29th. There will be a second round from July 3rd to 
July 13th. Henry Ward with the school district says this is about ensuring every child has access to healthy 
meals. We have a complete list of locations and schools on our website WAFF dot COM.  
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A Madison County man convicted of brutally killing an elderly woman is set to be executed this summer. 
Governor Kay Ivey has announced that James Barber will be executed between July 20th and 21st. A judge 
sentenced him to death for the murder of 75-year old Dottie Epps in 2004. He worked as her handy-man 
before the murder. Police say Barber beat Epps to death with a hammer. This comes after a lengthy pause 
on executions in Alabama caused by two, back-to-back botched lethal injections last year. 
  
A Madison county capital murder suspect is set to make a court appearance today. Pierre Sims is charged 
with capital murder. He's accused of killing 47-year old Christopher Cole in Huntsville. Officers responded to 
an assault call on Governors Drive in April of 2021, and found Cole with serious injuries. Cole was taken to 
Huntsville Hospital where he later died. Investigators say he was the victim of a robbery. Sims is expected to 
be in court for a status hearing this afternoon in the Madison County Courthouse.  
  
A Colbert County man accused of animal cruelty and using a false identity will serve 8-years on probation 
after accepting a plea deal. During an animal cruelty investigation deputies say Jason Foster gave them a 
fake name. In June 20-22, Colbert County deputies say they removed more than 30-animals from Foster 
They say he intentionally tortured the animals. In the plea deal, Foster pleaded guilty to lying to deputies, 
while his animal cruelty charge was dropped. Colbert County's Animal Director says most of the animals 
have found new homes. 
  
The man accused of setting nearly a dozen Madison County businesses on fire in one night has been 
indicted on several arson charges. Nicholas Hubbert is facing 2-counts of arson and 8-counts of attempted 
arson. Police say he tried to burn down 10-Huntsville businesses in September of 2021. There was a fire at 
Dollar General, Plato's Closet and Champy's Chicken that night. The spree lasted several hours and ended 
with a car chase. Hubbert is awaiting trial and is without bond in the Madison County Jail. 
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We start with breaking news this morning in Madison County....One person was shot and injured at a home 
in Harvest.  This is the Shadowbrook neighborhood near Sparkman High School. When we got to the scene 
an official told one of our reporters that there was a shooting on Blue Creek Drive... and someone was 
injured. The reporter was asked to leave because it was an active crime scene at the time. We are still 
working to find out what exactly led up to this shooting...and if a suspect has been arrested.   
  
In Jackson County this morning, an arrest has been made in the murder of a Skyline man. 29-year-old Dima 
Novi-Kov is now charged with murder. He was taken into custody in Chatsworth, Georgia by Deputies and 
will be held in the Murray County jail until he's extradited to Alabama.  This comes after deputies found 61-
year old Terry Warren dead inside his home on County Road 17 late Friday night. He was shot several 
times. The arrest came with the help of multiple tips and countless man-hours from several agencies. What’s 
unclear is if the men knew each other and what led up to the shooting.  
  
The numbers are in...The Alabama Jubilee was a hit and hit a record this past weekend. According to our 
news partners at Decatur Daily, City officials say more than 30-thousand people attended the event over the 
weekend, believed to be the event's highest attendance ever. Sixty hot-air balloons participated in the two-
day event. The Decatur Police Captain estimated attendance at the festival, more than 
doubled previous Jubilee figures.  
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A man is facing charges in Decatur, accused of stealing a truck from his former job at a shipping company. 
Decatur police tell us they've been looking for Montrei Woods for almost a full month. Investigators say M&J 
Carriers contacted them about a missing freightliner. Detectives soon developed Woods as a suspect. He'd 
recently been fired and police believe he used a spare key to steal the truck. They put out a warrant for him 
on May 3rd. He was found three weeks later in Illinois. Woods returned to the Morgan County jail 
Wednesday. 
  
Happening now, the Huntsville Police Department's annual Back-to-School Supply Drive is in full swing. 
The drive began Thursday and ends July 29th. Officers are calling on you to donate all kinds of pencils, 
binders, backpacks, and notebooks for classrooms in need. All donations will go to the local non-profit "Free 
2 Teach". The organization then gives the supplies to teachers so they don't have to go out of pocket for 
basic classroom necessities. A rep with "Free 2 Teach" says teachers spend hundreds of dollars of their 
own money a year on supplies. You can donate school supplies at the North, South, and West Precincts of 
the Huntsville Police Department. 
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A Huntsville man is behind bars this morning - accused of shooting a random bystander, and firing at 
Huntsville Police Officers during a bizarre situation late Saturday night. This all started around 11 p-m, on 
Old Monrovia Road, near Stones Throw Drive. That's right behind the Best Buy shopping center on 
University Drive. We're told this started as a robbery and shooting investigation. As police were on the scene 
investigating the crime,  another man arrived on the scene and started shooting at police and bystanders. 
One person was hit. Police then fired back, hitting the shooter. A K-9 officer was used to get him under 
control. Police say that shooter is 26-year-old Robert Lambdin. He was treated for his injuries and released 
from the hospital and taken to jail. The other people shot in this incident are expected to be okay. As for the 
initial robbery - 2 teens were arrested in that case. State investigators have taken over the investigation. 
  
Jordan Van Der Sloot, the prime suspects in the 2005 disappearance of Natalie Holloway -- has been 
temporarily transferred from one prison to another ahead of being moved to the U-S to face extortion and 
fraud charges…Officials say it's related to an alleged plot to extort Holloway's family. Holloway was last seen 
alive with Van der Sloot and two other men leaving a nightclub in Aruba 18 years ago. Her body has not 
been found. In 2012 a judge declared Holloway legally dead. No one has been charged in her death. 
  
We're expecting some big news in the search for Huntsville city school's next superintendent this week. 
Christie Finley stepped down from the job at the end of the school year. Members of the school board say 
they hope to have a replacement by June 13th. That's just 9 days away. We're expecting to learn who the 
finalists are this week. 
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The medical marijuana ordinance will stay in place in Athens, after city leaders voted in a tie, 2-to-2 with one 
abstention. Last year, the Athens City Council voted to grant the ability for medical cannabis dispensaries to 
open within city limits. After several residents voiced their concerns, council members reintroduced a vote 
to possibly rescind the ordinance. Because of the tie, the ordinance will stay in place.  
  
In Decatur - city council members voted against rezoning several acres of land- for a low income apartment 
complex to be built. The proposed vote was to rezone the land from single-family housing to multi-family 
housing on Old Moulton Road. City leaders wanted to use that area to establish a low-income apartment 
complex. City leaders debated the pros and cons of subsidized housing. On one hand, on council member 
saw an opportunity to expand temporary housing. On the other, they saw flashbacks to similar failed 
housing project. No that it's a "NO GO", Decatur residents say they hope that area can be used for the 
betterment of the community.  



A green-way that's set to stretch from one end of north Alabama to the other, is gaining ground.  
Developers of the Singing River Trail say they recently found connections in Scottsboro. The project just 
received a million-dollar grant from Gurley and Leighton, as well as a 50-thousand-dollar grant from the 
Community Foundation of Greater Huntsville. Once it's done, it will include, bike paths, hiking trails, outdoor 
exercise spots, and a paddle way system. Developers say they hope to begin construction in the next 5 
years. 
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A man is suing the city of Sheffield, it's police department and several officers. This after he says he was 
attacked on his front porch. You saw the story first on WAFF 48. The body cam footage shows Marvin Long, 
who was standing near his home - watching the arrest of other people. You later hear Long exchange words 
with a Sheffield Officer. Long says he was viciously attacked and mauled by a K-9 and and wrongfully 
charged with resisting arrest. He says it was excessive use of force. He's suing officers and deputies on the 
scene as well as the Mayor and Colbert county Sheriff. Due to media attention on the case, a judge has 
issued a gag order.  
  
The prime suspect in the disappearance of a central Alabama teen is expected to arrive in Alabama 
tomorrow. Joran Van Der Sloot's appeal to stop his extradition to Alabama was denied by the Peruvian 
Superior Court. He will be extradited on Thursday to face extortion and wire fraud charges. He was one of 
the last people to see Natalee Holloway alive in 2005, but he has never been charged in her disappearance. 
Van der Sloot is accused of trying to extort a quarter of a million dollars from the Holloway family, in 
exchange for the location of Natalee's remains. Van Der Sloot is currently serving a 28-year sentence in 
Peru for killing another woman. 
  
The Huntsville Police Department is hiring and currently accepting applications. HPD leaders held an open 
house yesterday. However, if you miss the event, HPD still wants to hear from you. Lead recruiter Kevin 
Becatti says a passion for public service is what they're looking for. More information HPD careers can be 
found on the city's website. 
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Casey White, the man who pled guilty to an 11-day escape with a Lauderdale County corrections officer, will 
be sentenced.  White pleaded guilty to escape, in exchange for the murder charge of Vicky White to be 
dropped. The two were part of an escape that caught the nation's attention last year. It lasted nearly two 
weeks before being caught in Evansville, Indiana. Vicky ended her life during a police chase. Casey faces 
up to life in prison with the possibility of parole. We will have a crew in the courtroom and will bring you the 
latest information as it comes in.  
 
A defense attorney wants his client's trial delayed over recent media coverage of police shootings.  
Defense attorney Bruce Gardener is asking for LaJeromeny Brown's trial to be delayed. Brown is accused of 
shooting and killing Huntsville STAC agent Billy Clardy in 2019. Brown's trial is set for October, but Gardener 
says it's too close to a recent death of HPD Officer Garrett Crumby. Crumby was shot and killed in the line of 
duty in March.  Gardner says there's been too much media coverage and he doesn't want the recent 
shootings to impact his case.  
 
The Shoals Marriott is getting a face-lift. Owners are putting 25-million-dollars into the make-over. The 
renovation project will turn the hotel into a "Marriott Renaissance" which is a higher end brand of the Marriott 
chain. Shoals Chamber President Catilin Burns says typically, these hotels have the same feel in every 
location across the country, with similar colors and music, but General Manager Larry Bowser says the hotel 
will continue having the hometown feel. Burns says the hotel paves the way for more visitors to the Shoals.  
Renovations are expected to be completed by mid-2024.  
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We are expecting Some big news from the University of North Alabama this morning. The Lions are set to 
formally announce the construction of a brand-new stadium on campus. WAFF 48's Sports Director Carl 
Prather is tracking this historic moment for the shoals. The Lions have played at Braly since 1949 but that 
could all change. Sources tell us that the on-campus, multi-purpose stadium will be located at the current 
UNA Football practice fields and Mike Lane baseball stadium. This is located off North Pine in Florence on 
the campus of UNA. It's supposed to hold 10-thousand people with the goal of increasing stadium capacity 
in the future. Football, baseball, and soccer are expected to play inside the stadium. Sources say the name 
of the new on-campus facility will be named Bank Independent Stadium. 48 news will keep you updated on 
this historic news as soon as we learn more. 
  
Casey White will spend the rest of his life behind bars - for his escape from the Lauderdale county jail. 
Casey White escaped with Corrections officer Vicky White last year. The two were found 11 days later in 
Evansville, Indiana. Casey was arrested during a police chase and Vicky took her own life. Casey was 
originally charged with Vicky's death, but that was dropped as part of a plea deal. He says he fell in love with 
Vicky because she was the first person who cared for him in over six years. Casey addressed the courtroom 
saying he felt like he was the most hated man in the world. His attorney, Mark McDaniel, says although 
Casey is guilty of escape, he's not to blame for what happened to Vicky. 
  
A local man is in jail - accused of biting a Huntsville Police Officer. The suspect is Jaquez Ford. Police say it 
happened during a trespassing call on Wilson Drive. They say when trying to put Ford in handcuffs, he was 
resisting arrest, then bit the officer. That officer was taken to the hospital and treated. Ford is charged with 
assault, resisting arrest and domestic violence. He's currently in the Madison County Jail. 
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Happening today, a major announcement from officials with the largest school system in North Alabama.  
We are waiting to find out who the new superintendent for Huntsville City Schools will be. The school board 
held public interviews with the final three candidates. Finalist Dr. Jermaine Dawson currently works for 
Birmingham City Schools. Dr. Bren Elliot is the Chief of School Improvement & Supports of D.C. Public 
Schools, and Huntsville's current Chief of Staff, Dr. Clarence Sutton who is serving as interim superintendent 
is also a finalist. One of these three candidates will replace Christie Finley as Superintendent following her 
5-year tenure. As soon as we learn who the new superintendent of Huntsville City Schools is, we will update 
you on air and online.  
 
After 44 years, the iconic Saturn 1B rocket at the Ardmore Welcome Center is coming down. But a replica is 
expected to replace it. This comes after leaders at the U-S Space and Rocket Center announced last week 
the decision to bring it down. Governor Ivey just signed a bill into law to restore, or replace the Saturn 1B 
rocket with a replica. The bill's sponsor, State Senator Tom Butler says his next step is to meet with Attorney 
General Steve Marshall. Butler says he wants to discuss whether the rocket falls under the Alabama 
monument act. But he says he is not ready to say goodbye to the original without knowing it's beyond 
repair. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs would oversee the project of 
constructing a replica.  
 
Covering the classroom, Governor Kay Ivey signed a bill into law, creating new pathways for people to 
become certified teachers. Under the law, the Alabama Board Of Education would create a list of qualified 
programs, that if completed, would qualify a person to teach. Teachers would still need to have a bachelor's 
degree, pass a background check, and more. The goal is to help ease the ongoing teacher shortage.  
The law goes into effect this fall.  
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The largest school district in North Alabama begins a new chapter with the hiring of Dr. Clarence Sutton. 



He is the new superintendent of Huntsville City Schools. He comes into the job with nearly 30 years of 
experience in public education. Dr. Sutton started with HCS in January of 2020, and had roles as the 
district's chief of staff, deputy superintendent of Learning Supports, and chief academic officer. Dr. Sutton 
says his experience will come in handy to make Huntsville City Schools stand out within the state. 
He says he is ready to hit the ground running. 
  
Now to Limestone county where, a grand jury has indicted a man for the murder of a former Alabama A&M 
cheerleader. Deputies say Antonio Burks shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Chi McDade in 2022. Investigators 
say he shot her in a rural area of southeast Limestone County. They say the shooting stemmed from a 
domestic dispute between the former couple. A trial date for Burks has not been set. 
  
Attorneys for the Morgan County man accused of killing three people are getting more legal help with his 
case. Carson Peters is accused of killing his soon-to-be-ex-wife and two other people. Investigators say 
deputies found the three bodies in a Danville home Memorial Day of 2020. His defense team said they don't 
have enough help to prepare for the trial. The judge agreed and appointed attorney Christy Miller to join the 
defense. Peters is charged with four capital murder charges. His trial is expected to begin in either 
November or December. 
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The Limestone County Sheriff has accused an Elkmont man of impersonating one of his investigators. 
Robert Bowman is accused of using a real Limestone county investigator's name to harass a domestic 
violence victim. Deputies say he would call others, pretending to be that investigator, to have them 
encourage the victim to call him. He was arrested – but bonded out of jail. Deputies say the investigation is 
ongoing and more charges are expected. 
  
A Madison Police Officer has been found guilty of sexual misconduct. Investigators say Kevin Walter had 
sex with a victim while she was inebriated. This happened last October while he was off duty. He and the 
victim knew each other. Walter will serve 2-years on probation. We reached out to the Madison Police 
Department shortly after the trial to see if Walter is still an officer. The agency has not yet responded. 
  
Two medical marijuana companies could open up shop in Decatur, making them the first in North Alabama.  
Representatives from Verona Alabama LLC and R-J-K Holdings presented their plans to city leaders in 
December. Last year, Decatur City council president Jacob Ladner voted against having Medical Marijuana 
businesses in the city. He said he was concerned the companies might be marketing to patients who may 
not need medical marijuana. 
  
If you work in the childcare industry some money may be on the table for you. Those COVID relief dollars 
are still at work and are now being offered as bonuses from the Department of Human Resources. 
Licensed childcare providers can apply for the money. Full time employees qualify for a $3,000 quarterly 
bonus and $1,500 for part-time staff. All childcare staff who are on the payroll are eligible to apply. Bishop 
George Calvin and his wife oversee All God's Children Academy. He believes these benefits are second to 
none. 
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Crews with Huntsville Utilities are continuing to respond to power outages in Owens Crossroads and New 
Hope areas this morning. Approximately 15 hundred customers are without power at last check. Crews tell 
us that service will be restored as quickly and as safely possible. 
  
A family is reeling - after a young child drowned in a Cullman County lake. A 5-year-old child was reported 
missing at Smith Lake Saturday afternoon. ALEA's aviation, marine and highway patrol units searched the 
area. Authorities eventually found the child's body. Investigators haven't released the child's name. 
  



Soon students will be required by the state to learn about money in high school. Governor Kay Ivey recently 
signed a bill into law, requiring high schoolers to complete a financial literacy course before they can 
graduate. The course will include how to balance a checkbook and a banking account. Students will also 
learn other money management principals like credit scores and managing debt, and just basics of money 
management. State superintendent Dr. Eric Mackey says the courses will help students manage money for 
the rest of their lives. So students in Alabama public schools entering 9th grade during the 2024-2025 school 
year will be the first class *required by the state* to complete the financial literacy course before graduation. 
  
Many Juneteenth celebrations took place over the weekend but today is the actual holiday. So - some 
places around town will be closed today. Since Juneteenth is both a federal and state holiday that means 
post offices are closed and no mail will be delivered, today. Most major banks will be closed and there's no 
trading on Wall Street. Courthouses and county and state offices are all closed including the D-M-V and 
probate office. Stores vary, but most are open. Trash pickup will be delayed by one day for most cities and 
counties. 
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We begin in Limestone County this morning... 43-year-old Theodore Gaines is behind bars after being 
charged with attempted murder. He's accused of trying to kill his own brother. Police say he pointed a gun at 
his brother and threatened him in Athens not once, but twice. Gaines brother grabbed the gun and it went off 
several times during the struggle. Gaines then ran from the home and was later arrested. He's remains in 
the Limestone County jail.    
A Jackson County Grand Jury has indicted a man for murder. Investigators say Jerry Hicks murdered Aaron 
Nix of Stevenson. The murder happened in April of this year in Scottsboro. Nix was found off Veterans 
drive. Hicks is currently in the Jackson County Jail being held without bond until his trial.  
  
The former Chief Operating Officer for the I-T Firm, Simple Helix, in Huntsville has been sentenced to 
prison. He'll spend the next 5 years behind bars. Steve Shickles was convicted this year for trying 
to scam millions from the company he worked for. He's sentenced to serve 63 months in prison, pay a 100-
thousand dollar fine, and more than 1-point-6-million in restitution. Shickles would transfer company money 
to personal accounts secretly. In total, he stole more than 2-million dollars.  
  
Happening this weekend, Hydrofest returns to Lake Guntersville.  This year is expected to have the highest 
turnout to date...Fans can expect to see hydroplane boats racing at speeds up to 200 miles per hour.   
In addition to Hydrofest, the Rocket City Trash Pandas are back in Toyota Field this week. Hydrofest racing 
is set for Saturday and Sunday.  Also this week...the Trash Pandas will host the Montgomery Biscuits 
through Sunday.  Rocket City hoping to bounce back after back-to-back tough losses on the road against 
Chattanooga.   
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A Morgan County grand jury will hear the case against a man accused of assaulting a five-year-old. 
Ryan Rezek is accused of beating his girlfriend's child. The child was taken to the hospital and was treated 
for their injuries. Hartselle officers arrested him last month. According to jail records, he remains in Morgan 
County Jail held on a 10-thousand dollar bond. A grand jury will hear his case. No court date has been set. 
  
Happening now, the frantic search continues for a missing Huntsville teenager. Police believe the teen is in 
danger right now. Nobody has seen or heard from 18 year Charisma Turner in about 9 days. The last place 
she was seen, was at work. Investigators say she hasn't returned for her paycheck. A Huntsville Police 
sergeant investigating Turner's says he has tried to call and locate Turner's phone, but it's turned off. 
We are learning that she hasn't accessed her social media or bank account. 
  
It's a win for many homeowners in Lincoln County. After months of discussion and debate, county leaders 
decided to not raise property taxes by more than 50 percent. The increase would've raised property taxes by 



a dollar 10 cents from 2.10 to 3.20. Many leaders argued this proposal came as a necessity stating 
significant cuts would have to be made in the general fund. The money from the property tax increase could 
have been used by the school district to make improvements to the Highland Rim School and build a new 
school behind the current campus. Bill Shelton lives in the county and says although it's unfortunate for the 
schools, this was the right decision. 
 
 

 
NATIONAL/WORLD NEWS (POLITICAL; AUTOMOTIVE/PRODUCT RECALLS; SPACE TRAVEL; 
CRIME OR NEWS OUTSIDE AL) 
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In the aftermath of the Nashville school shooting, Governor Bill Lee signed a new law that allows private 
schools to contract out police - so they can hire school resource officers. It took effect immediately. 
Previously, private schools weren't able to work with local governments to hire SRO's. Congressman Andy 
ogles, who represents the district including Covenant Presbyterian school - told fox news that Tennessee 
needs to go a step further. He feels teachers who are interested in being armed in the classroom – should 
be. In the coming weeks, lawmakers are expected to consider a bill that would introduce "red flag laws" to 
Tennessee. It would let police confiscate guns from people making threats of violence or suffering severe 
mental breakdowns. 
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This Thursday, the US federal COVID emergency is set to expire. This may have a big impact on you. 
The biggest change, many of the free or reimbursed treatments, tests and vaccines for COVID will no longer 
be paid for by the Government. So a COVID hospitalization could be very expensive if you're not insured. 
Even if you have insurance, many treatments may not be fully covered. 
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U.S. Officials believe that the Biden Administration is planning to stop the plans to move U.S. Space 
Command's Headquarters from Colorado to Alabama, according to an NBC report. As quoted from the 
report: "The belief is they are delaying any move because of the abortion issue," one U.S. official said, 
referring to the White House. In contrast, the White House said Alabama's abortion ban was not a factor in 
the ongoing review of the decision to have Spacecom's headquarters moved to Huntsville. Factors that are 
weighed in when deciding on the location of a military command headquarters include access to healthcare, 
room for growth, access to housing, proximity to airports, cost and overall quality of life. Administration 
officials say that the potential halt has nothing to do with Alabama (R) Sen. Tommy Tuberville who has 
blocked at least 234 of Biden's military nominations in protest against the Pentagon's abortion policy. Aside 
from that, an anonymous U.S. official says, "He's not helping." You can read much more about this 
on waff.com or on the 48 news app.   
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Officials with The U-S postal service says they are cracking down on people using them as middlemen for 
drug deals. Last month postal inspectors in Birmingham and Huntsville used drug dogs to scan packages. 
They found 62 different packages, with more than 100 pounds of contraband during a 4 day period. Officials 
say they found cocaine, meth, marijuana, steroids and fentanyl, just to name a few things. Several of those 
packages have been sent to other law enforcement agencies for more investigation and potentially some 
arrests. 
 
  
 
 

http://waff.com/
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A New Hampshire man is facing federal charges, accused of threatening to kill U-S Senator Tommy 
Tuberville.  66-year old Brian Landry is charged with threatening to assault, kidnap, or murder a member of 
Congress. Investigators say the charge stems from a threatening voice mail left on Tuberville's answering 
machine. Landry told investigators he was angry with how politicians were handling veterans programs.  
He says he is angry Tuberville is blocking military promotions. Tuberville has blocked more than 200-senior 
military promotions in protest over the Pentagon's abortion policy. Landry could face up to 10 years in prison 
if convicted.  
 
 
ENTERTAINMENT NEWS (SPORTS; MUSIC) 
 
 
 
QUALITY OF LIFE (ENVIRONMENTAL; WEATHER; MEDICAL; RELIGION; TRAFFIC; JOBS; EVENTS) 
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Right now, we are seeing some of the lowest COVID numbers since the pandemic started more than 3 
years ago. Just under 4 percent of COVID tests at hospitals and doctor's offices are coming back positive.  
There's no way to track home tests, or accurate case numbers right now. Our more reliable data is the 
number of people currently hospitalized with the virus. Right now, that number is at 124. That's the lowest 
number we've seen since last spring.  
 
Another sign we seem to have moved past the COVID era, the fever and flu clinic across from Huntsville 
Hospital will be closing at the end of the month. The site opened in April of 20-20 as an emergency testing 
site, when tests were still rare and hard to find. Staffers at the location performed more than 57 thousand 
tests since. Huntsville Hospital's C-E-O says the fever and flu clinic workers are heroes who put themselves 
on the front lines at a time when very little was known about the virus.  
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS (LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS; LIVE EVENTS FOR CHARITY) 
WRSA-FM promoted these community organizations and events.  Due to COVID-19, events are scarce this quarter. 
 
APRIL 

o North Alabama Zoological Society’s 2nd Annual Kids Festival on Monte Sano 
o Hollywood Feed University course on Heartworms in Pets: Everything you Should Know 
o Tabs for Beasley – collection of can tabs for Beasley Lolley to benefit St. Jude & Ronald McDonald House 

 
MAY 

o 8th Annual Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show – Lions Club Fairgrounds in Moulton. Portion of proceeds benefits 
Clearview Cancer Institute 

o Tabs for Beasley – collection of can tabs for Beasley Lolley to benefit St. Jude & Ronald McDonald House 
o  

 
JUNE 

o New South Pro Wrestling presents WIN CITY 2023 at the Rabbit Hole in Scottsboro 
o Pulaski, TN Pride 2023, downtown Pulaski 
o Huntsville Con-ComiCon at Embassy Suites, Huntsville – collector’s convention 
o A Father’s Presence – Holiday Inn Midcity, benefits Real Father’s Making A Difference 
o Harmony/Providence Baptist Church VBS – Twists & Turns 
o Scottsboro Sports Card Show at Scottsboro Goose Pond Civic Center 
o River City Pride Variety and Drag Show at locations across Decatur, AL 
o Rocket City Pride Parade – June 2, downtown Huntsville 
o Hollywood Feed University presents a free, online course on Fun in the Sun: How to Keep Your Pets Safe and 

Happy This Summer  



 
ABA RECORDED PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

MONTH DESCRIPTION # SPOTS LENGTH 
April DHR 40 :30 

 Alabama Dept of Tourism 40 :30 
 AL Dept of Labor 40 :30 
 ALDOT 30 :30 
 Adult Protective Services 30 :30 
 AL Department of Public Health 30 :30 
 Veteran’s Affairs 35 :30 

May DHR 39 :30 
 Veterans Affairs 35 :30 
 AL Dept of Labor 31 :30 
 Adult Protective Services 31 :30 
 ALDOT 31 :30 
 AL Department of Tourism 39 :30 
 AL Department of Public Health 31 :30 

June DHR 38 :30 
 AL Dept of Labor 30 :30 
 ALDOT 30 :30 
 Adult Protective Services 30 :30 
 AL Dept of Tourism 38 :30 
 Alabama Dept of Public Health 30 :30 
 Veteran’s Affairs 34 :30 

 
ISSUES IN ADVERTISING – State of Alabama 
 
 
 
POLITICAL ADVERTISING - STATE OF ALABAMA (March 1, 2018 & forward) 
 
 
 
POLITICAL ADVERTISING - NATIONAL (March 1, 2018 & forward) 
 


