KHKEF -Issues and Programs- 2nd Quarter 2021

1. ISSUE: Parole and Probation Clean up

GUEST: Baker County Sheriff

DESCRIPTION: - Baker County Sheriff’s Office Parole and Probation
Deputies operated a community service/work crew recently along the Leo Adler
Pathway in Baker City. During this cleanup effort, approximately 4,000 pounds of
tree limbs and debris was collected and disposed of.
This is just one of many cleanup efforts that have taken place over the years by
Baker County Sheriff’s Office Parole and Probation. Other projects in the past
have included cleanup efforts at the Haines Cemetery, garbage collection on Grey
Eagle Mine Road, and more.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **April 6, 2021***

2. ISSUE: Search and Rescue

GUEST: Union County Sheriff

DESCRIPTION: On Tuesday, April 27%, 2021 at approximately 1000 hrs, the
Union County Sheriff’s Office, assisted by Union County Search and Rescue and
Baker County Sheriff’s Office dive team, located and removed a vehicle
submerged in the Grande Ronde River near Market Lane. The driver of the
vehicle, Cecle R. Defries (DOB-07/17/1997), was found deceased in the vehicle.
Mr. Defries had been reported to the Union County Sheriff’s Office as missing on
Monday, April 26th, 2021.
The Union County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank Baker County Sheriff’s
Office and Union County Search and Rescue for their assistance.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **April 28, 2021***

3. ISSUE: Baker City Mayor Kerry McQuisten discusses Resolution 3881
GUEST: Kerry McQuisten

DESCRIPTION: At the end of March, the Baker City Council passed Resolution

3881. This resolution which can be seen here, was written, “Declaring an

Economic, Mental Health, and Criminal Active Crisis due to the current COVID-

related State of Emergency Declaration and relating OSHA mandates and

guidance.”

Since that time, many cities across the start have joined Baker City with
similar resolutions and statements to Oregon Governor Kate Brown.

Baker City Mayor Kerry McQuisten (KM) spoke with News Director Shannon
McKone (SM) on how things have progressed since the passing of Resolution
3881.



(SM) Mayor McQuisten. let’s start with a quick overview of how this resolution came
about and what has taken place since it was approved.

(KM) The resolution came about actually as an idea from our citizens, we had Black’s
Distributing initially bring forward the idea of a Common Sense Sanctuary and they had
quite a bit of support from other citizens and other community business leaders here in
Baker City. And they brought forth this idea and said, hey. what can you do with this
exactly? I think. from the beginning they knew. as a municipality. we had limitations
legally as to what we could do to stand up against OSHA. But they brought that to us. and
we put it on the agenda for the next meeting and then ended up with quite a bit of public
comment and testimony. From there. we ended up scheduling a work session where city
council can just sit and talk about this and get ideas. We talk to our City Attorney. at that
work session. [ believe the District Attorney showed up and gave us a few words of
advice at the same time. so that was very helpful. And what came from that is the idea to
put together a letter to the governor {irst. and then this resolution. And so. I ended up
drafting the resolution. sending it to our City Manager and City Recorder for formatting.
they turned it over the city attorney for a couple of weeks and by

March 23. on that meeting 1t was on the agenda. kind of in final format.

At that point, we had more people from the community than ever turn out. We had just a
flood of emails from folks and the resolution ended up passing five to two that night.

(SM) For those who aren't familiar. when you say Common Sense Sanctuary what docs
that mean?

(KM) The Common Sense Sanctuary was the rough idea that was brought forward.
What was actually passed was a resolution that declared a crisis. That is a little bit
different than the actual Common Sense Sanctuary idea that was first presented.

The crisis we presented was Mental Health and Economic and Crime Crisis. And what
we're saying is this situation has been created by the governor's response to COVID. not

COVID itsell.

So. what we are sayving in a nutshell is we have a horrible situation here where our
community is being hurt. more by these mandates than, by the actual virus.

(SM) Did you ever receive a response to vour letter from the governor?

(KM) We never heard a word. No. we did get a confirmation that the letter had been
received but there was no response 1o it.



(SM) Since that time. | know that there have been other cities across the state including
locally. joining in on this as well. What has the response been not only from local
citizens. but maybe on a city/state level, that you've received.

(KM) It has been absolutely amazing and what is surprising to me is. the media talks
about this division between Eastern and Western Oregon but we have received so much
support and so much interest from the western side of the state, from the Portland arca.
It's been amazing.

The night before last. the City of Canby actually passed this four to three. Nearly
identical resolutions. but they took it and tailored it to their city. Clatskanie passed it the
other night. Prineville has passed a similar pushback resolution but they're taking a
slightly different approach.

So that's a handful of cities, right there that have already passed something. jumping on

board saying that these mandates are hurting them. And I personally know that there are
dozens of cities whose counselor’s. mayor's. or citizens have brought this forth. it's just

that a scheduling issue where their meetings are a week or two ahead still.

(SM) Moving forward. what's in the works? Do you expect ever hear from the governor?

(KM) I would anticipate that for the next few weeks this voice will build. I would expect
more cities and counties to jump on board. I know Yamhill County is also working on
some sort of resolution of their own. We have had Congressman Cliff Bentz voice his
opinion on this in support of opening state. Representative Mark Owen and Senator
Lynn Findley have chimed in. we have had 27 counties across the state ask the governor
to open. 80 county commissioners signed on to that letter and she told the whole group to
00 pound sand at this point. So, I'm not very optimistic that she will listen to us or
respond to us. but there is a certain point where, we're reaching a tipping point here.
where the whole state is saying. hey we need open and we need to continue to yell loudly
and stick together in this because I would anticipate that she will attempt the same sort of
lockdown. tactics this fall when we get into cold and {lu symptoms this season.

(SM) I realized that there is a huge group that is in favor of this completely. Have you
received any sort of negative feedback on this situation?

(KM) I have received a handful, but it is miniscule compared to the support. It's also very
different kind of tactic the letters of support say why they're supporting, and they give
reasons. but the letters of dissent are honestly just angry name-calling. There's no
argument back saying why I should listen to that point of view of’ why they're
descending. Very different kinds of communication there.

(SM) Do you have any final thoughts that you would like to share at this time?



(KM) The message I really want to get out there is the power is with the people and
citizens have to show up. They have to show up in person and they have to talk to their
clected officials. A lot of this situation is because people don't realize that their voices
can be heard. especially if they show up in numbers, and they voice them. There's a very
large silent majority out across Oregon that hasn’t had a voice for year, and they need to
start speaking up. Don’t be silenced. The future of our entire state at this point hinges on
that.

Mayors and county commissioners across Oregon have been formally requesting of the
Governor’s office that she provide the data they are relying on to support the decision to
lock down. for at least the past six months. Not one of them has received that data.
During a mayors meeting with the Governor and OHA officials back in February.
multiple mayors asked where the lockdown data had come from. The response was that
they had purchased marketing data from credit card companies out of state. You could
have knocked me over with a feather. This is not science. Our economy is being
destroyed for this? 1 personally asked about the statement issued last October by the
World Health Organization®s special envoy to Covid. that lockdowns should not be used
as a primary means 1o stop the spread. and why Oregon was not following that advice.
OHA Director Allen and the Governor refused to answer that question. [ also asked about
the Stanford University peer-reviewed study determining the same. and they brushed it
off as an “outlier.” It is clear to me that any science that doesn’t fit Oregon’s lockdown.
mask-up narrative will continue to be ignored. and we need to band together strong to
both open Oregon now and make sure 1t’s never shut again.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **May 11, 2021 ***

4. ISSUE: City of La Grande Hydrant Flushing
GUEST: City of La Grande
DESCRIPTION: The City of La Grande will be flushing the City’s fire
hydrants to rid the distribution system of sediment deposits that have
accumulated over the past year. Currently the flushing is scheduled to begin
on June 14" and will continue until all the hydrants have been tested.
Some businesses and residence may encounter some cloudy water (commonly
described as looking dirty) during the testing. It is suggested that cold water
run for a period of 10 to 15 minutes, if possible from an outside faucet. The
Public Works Department says this usually clears up the issue. Any questions
contact the La Grande Public Works Department at (541) 962-1325.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **May 27, 2021 ***

5. ISSUE: Crash leads to DUII arrest
GUEST: Union County Sheriff
DESCRIPTION: Union County Sherriff’s Deputies responded to a report of a
vehicle that went off the road in the Morgan Lake area, Monday evening,.



When deputies arrived on the scene a vehicle was located over an
embankment driven by Karianne Joy Zollman, 30 of La Grande. After further
investigation, deputies arrested Zollman for Reckless Driving and DUIIL No
further information or reports of injury were reported.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **June 2, 2021 ***

6. ISSUE: Baker City fined

GUEST: QEQ
DESCRIPTION: The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality issued four
penalties totaling $104.699 in May for various environmental violations. A
detailed list of violations and resulting penalties is at https://go.usa.gov/xEQJn.

Fines ranged from $8.924 to $81.681. Alleged violations included a hemp
extractor failing to comply with hazardous waste requirements, a city not
complying with wastewater monitoring requirements and a sanitary district
exceeding total suspended solids limits.

DEQ issued civil penalties to the following organizations:

o City of Baker City. $8.924. Baker City. wastewater

e Mclarlane’s Bark Inc.. $12.894. Milwaukie. wastewater

e Octave Labs LLC, $81.681. Pleasant Hill, hazardous waste

o Sundown Sanitary District, $1.200. Astoria. wastewater

Organizations or individuals must either pay the fines or file an appeal within 20

days of receiving notice of the penalty. They may be able to offset a portion of a

penalty by funding a supplemental environmental project that improves Oregon’s

environment. Read more about these projects
here: https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/Pages/SEP.aspx.

Penalties may also include orders requiring specific tasks to prevent ongoing
violations or additional environmental harm.

DEQ works with thousands of organizations and individuals to help them comply
with laws that protect Oregon’s air. land and water. DEQ uses education, technical
assistance, warnings and penalties to change behavior and deter future violations.

TIME: KHKF MORNING NEWS 6:00AM-9:00AM **June 25, 2021 ***






